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rilAPTKl! I 

im TIiOAin 

^ r* k-t - an it \ ‘^rr^Mna- 
*, unuH' I ‘uif 1IU !: d^ « I n;- - ibl *»! tiviy.— 

iW ^ n ’* 1 . ; »v*^u\N‘ . a i 

Sm/\v> vir* t.i' !r:n'4 .uni |>i4ni>’' u<u w.ixin*^ - : 

'Fhi <1 1\ '. Ii If tl <*ui .(!!(! lm!t!4 

t 'i( liiu*!-- L’l't v.,**- <Ar!. tl,. < ' ^'uv 

i'l ,),Uij Viritll »h' Roik- ,iHil !!h ^AaJIuW'-, 

tlf,-,, V.< '!l)H wi'i ili!l4^ "f j *"!_> *l‘ it*ll! i'’''' Isfuj 

fif '(i I f ! 'i in'* f!*‘!il ! .)• 

Sr.'jth f-t thin «.U!i i h:ii NiAthUi-i, n. ktful- uf 
tif Jii fj'iiii If'jijh.iv *•) Tuin' rnuMan "** 

fif y !». r»riiiiil-«J tii Mni't ilf -. tl ^ ""likfi! 
alwnji «»ui ftiiit'i ,jj„l iu ‘>m 

WiMituI <1 trait I'tHi li' s.", ihi 
tnnvriii*m,h, uiK iniiTvftt tlirv 





tm. THiVlP. 


% 

''.vhw’’n uf th*‘ fiimjmsft tmr Iwrk hr 

Af?-, r I'nr fivt- lun^' winter Jisoitths in ihn 

K-nd Ilf unMiVtiury Prra, a {)»rvf <lay>' aHnut. 

th<' lAiiiw tif »t!ii Troy cotilil tmi fail to hrino nn- 
kaido ri-rn-f, Wo iiouo’ht Sohlirinaui!'*' hook af 
Wfift-A, iijul wore Mrtiii at liuuto in'twccn Shiufis and 
raPino' alHHit HohnA rotij/ti }tot, and 
Atidroii.fti’brV o-ohio!i .'oSiih, aud Astyanut^'s silver 
luny, ftiji! *Iji oilioj- vvoiuk !s !i!u! in,-a>nn\s of 
wliich tv«' jitiolii olaiiH'o lo hi till' t|is<'ovorot>. We 

ii'iadj* (iJT.irti'i.-tm'itt- a plvastuit F.iioiish fvllow-tra- 
volioi- asai I- 0)1 tie- iotli of AjU'il, iii the restdino' 
rot,5ji of that Ifi’iti ! «rAii;,di-terro, the ovuial ehinmcy- 
vorito!' of uhirli had lii.thiul U-' to while away the 
altorolsi'mri houi's of sifajiv u tln-iuy owiiiiio; aiul 
oh t!h‘ foilov.in_o day (TueMlay), at 1 K<' jkiu,, wo 
ws-co Ivavino the tioMrii |{»,*ni on !»,tanl tin- A’l 
o!,-' isf the ik'.-'t of thv utsforinualo Triiun'ri:'! Sii.-aiii 
i'iatioii <,’oai)f.iuy h v* l«, houail to Stnyvnu. the 
Pija/U', ati.l Mar.'viUi s, ,A> \'e ien! wi.-t'ly r.-ekoneii, 

fhiMn’t nt iliKa>tci' to tia y!f|f/’/y!’fit'o hmi all 

‘'halK'i I'lf'M'Jioi't >■ iVohj the \l^M."l■'0^ ti'iat id-ohielietl 
f'ieiuan liiii'. so thul we had lU'aJ'ly tla- who!* ealtiti 
to onrM'tVi X Thu-*' v.'a;*, hoWevii, no inek of 
Cfivf'ks, .h'v'.v, 'thirk-. and oth*'r> of ih.at >tfenip. 
naihiludc wirali nails no ia!Ws|ia);-ers, and 
»trt'*hg in ihtii (.'ohifortahiv tatuiisuc tatih 
all Orii'iiialM, wii«t,hfci' Ciirlstiiuis ur Mtdnini' ,j, 

Hi til tiasv^ equally rtjudy fur imj whjA-h 





77//: r/* 


(H .uu<i 1,1 Nuaiuik K!uo.H>i. sln- town whirli 
trt* roll Iktniiirirllr'-. uijd tliv kry lo iLe 

’‘tr.vil (t fukt ' u.’iisu*. I up mu! 

'>11 4»'>'k nt -loU'S'i ;ik, a,' (uv wi'iii nut uu’mtt‘rr>tud 
in u!.’ irm lik' rri'|tt into jU:u .sltupf- 

h'->> >!»' kml!<'.'4 iiijiirito UiU'ini ill It 

:»;;.an, puiufni. an*! yvt in M-r I hove poor 

juuffi.n V uS' wujuitnkitiil ilumiM-lvcii 

ojiv l<y*<;io as far liii-njhio; liylu krnku in npon tla-m, 
t.h* m 5 a stir tJumvrIvrs ;br Kuoilirr day of 
h»ii ?or :4;'. <,*!' piiij! for inri'l of tlalii ; llu poor bo* 
'rt'j-tiii'rij <,rr;»tuu'> liv.rryino tlirlr propa-rati'ins for 
iai('!'.n^', stmoyiin;. to ao inrun, ait ihrlr abniiurd 
toll* t ibtiirs mitls-r -liiiirnhirv, vnu'utinuy tht.ir 
ra;n|'I* *1 divip'iry iiiu- wuiiirilm! prri;nii),a tiu-ir 
Sr;rt,h«>>', ifiakiny *>)!*.' of'it! anufu! of rhildrm uSid 

iitjd alf lii' siiitv pnilino ,>p down rbat 

lom*' d’.pjdiiu o,ia of a, vasisinak, liSran'i, to hkk' 
h",Ciir< ' rtuii-h it v,’',*;'r«! pfoiiabh ha^r boon aivnt 

a ht>rt'' T fn u*, to Iirijuld a' Ua' tlum to display. ,Vl 

hn-i till tjuu'il, urTimrly vo. and ivmly lo 

o’i,.* V ’!(*' uhr'.Js < f t!t>-ir Mirk.’ lunls, whu riinrorti 

ft' I'm til"’ rriiiot.'’ ri'OSuU'' *'t tils' tort'-iK.rk, (.'in, it liiiill 

*,jkndy and, us if I'l. sul;* ills ntfi t'chiffantly 
out and viaiiaind in- in’lon.o-ino-. Tnsly 
H hr* i,u'V uf !joJ ^foiiaiiiiU' d > r di no d ihr 
‘!i!’ a M.ul in wuaiwn. it ’nay i'.*. .-ntbiy 
%vith thr rSvvptJor, of a (• w far-.iirilr 
bkuvtninj^ yont'a, ‘rurki-li ^>^,'US^■n ntU.-t 

arc bolt* wild kinirkril ntiiiidB 
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d ^*^in liiji Hi* i "> tsifkt 

rff ► « 4 

lit .tj,'MUj(Hi, iiaiohuk), it . (j**!**- 



///r rj!Ojn 


WtUfH] .‘lit! /( jiluUf' ati( lul.Uit liiit iii't a vi‘n ''HiV 
I'ljjtl* , )’ Jutr. t itf iht Tjdjui Oi'hiifl ba-ti 

" 41 »l S', ii* '•liitl ill tlu t.ij'iiuv !>l t tfturicr 

Willi I’li.on i jMitv <tt ill thw awl \t’t 

U(i<. H ,5 lo... viKiih M i\ tt* litnk i(<! Mount and 
\if% that ‘ th‘ Muitmir (>f tilt tuonninin 

l,4tl no >u nh» ji h' H,s«. ttn i!ik otily tt n day'* 
iLi; t-id' th*.' (liafitniuiii loilo thv wan. 
! 5 » •linto'f I’UI till,!' ISHitUlltd on .1 JMck-hofSO 
ttithotu hjfiit lU' u 'tout {Ititk Hti Turk, hk* any 
Tiiik JM't! n.iij.tuttd };k ]!!*< iKaNt^, to tra'td, 

‘•tail.*, 'iistt iioldh’'! toiu’Hi tut)u stint iM tt? stms* t, ]ii'‘ 
ft itw m«i hi-i i' !*i|t« ? < tjiulli I'joitf aouHsT nr 

U'tis|w|; 

Ftom Dardatu !!< « no tv‘(K' to! ihm lunirn a»‘io« 
tliv i'o.Htsno ilit lltlit sjiMjit 111 a Huuth urstcrly 

dsrartsoi! jin'*! K<tii I’nuit th« luius of Dasdanus. 
tiu tjii i'.uititn «t u!iti til' sttt t'f thi Biitisb 

||(.< 4 |.iri(l f! i'limtui Wm ittolktiiun. mni Ihih’i 
htrufk a* lo-'i tin' suiot tin iht toji of uluch >w!!r!i 4 
th*! ull/iut uhnh lljn Tuik-t id! Sliihntz and tin* 
tB'fk*- ionk'Ui ’*'«> w t'lt"* o oion pu/./Jmjj 
ihi'stnaiiii Mi'll ,i litiiililt <i. sj^OMtiou {looi-ilj !» 

( T'.tlH!;/ iu Hotinistuai liitl i num iUiftitr tk'‘ 

0 (n|s tuiif 4 ii.tmi uiiion^ molt its rittin Ifiiinoio 
,d 1 .« j ,t f'lnf Is.tJt lUid .1 Mtiai liJiit li. mi 
Uiio iln valli} of tilt DouiidiuL 01 wlut if 
|M,«i'4| f>i havt ktu th-' Siuioif'. .uni foulid tin 
tttrnaiw, and ujilidi to .uKjthi'r on 

line t'ttlmimmi wnd isiomirant j*umt * if mIik.!? 




^ ;i \ i i ; , , . I . 1 

il: *4' ■ '*!'”• ’ * . ! 1 • I . ' .li,'-. t • :ri fK,'- 

iH’t'J'lii «!•'*■•*'][ 1, j 'ii ') .(•; - J'.j i.t-'-fl ?i«i 

is* {\\f !'• llliJtil ^ .f , ! ‘-v t »f • . <<«}!,<} 

hii'oic iVj.kJH Ljvk 
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Itr. t, ..| I'l' h! Ivt'U.Mf NrU-ti'WH. littlVt'k 

' !■* ^h-if 11 . 1 ' uitk th«' 'jrande^’t t>.\- 

|t43 *•) t) u.iUl U", tile 

.inuii'i' t ojj •>iu H.u !.a',*L wr wuit throu^'li tlw 
imitiil'.i <'f iv th!.’»fJi, )!!«1 uur M’l’oiul 

' n» 'i**h .tt \k''h»- tiur irtutlc uixain 
«iU5 Wt' imti thu'. a nnind i.»f 

ilurtv suiii"*. f«4l'>w}n,v^ iht* Svanuimlur in it's 
HTuj-vbvilttr 

A^ifain w*? »'■!>- «'U flu.' road tliu third <lay. Friday 
nj^.rnia^, :t th- ...aijjr faiui i‘f ItJ, and itt tin* >iui!« 
♦,‘rd. r Mt' uia!<'h, ‘-uflt Mr. Fr<<i>(hk (‘ahcrt Ihr ttur 
\V»- rttiaicht iu! Hi-'SU'lik, wlwn* we 

examiiu’d a! tnern- the < i-xanvatum** 

*»f D> S.'-hli'fnirUin a? Nh'tt Tmy , w-* then evu^^icd 
tiiv *44 atj'l »• u hit'd *<!’ tlu .Sc-nantirlcr, hikI 
vi.dU'd tit*' lh« itafiiai nf t lie Greeks 

fhtletUH VVf ■•laistheled U{i the 

*'f T'liuh ;4id T<'‘!5i|»lr *>f Ajav, haajf a landsnark and 
a halhiWMi “j«i£ f'lr ait.’ieut M'nm.'n. We then 
ilii' *tld ,*»cveral ereoka 

• If !»r!d;'i )* ; went na*t thr J-’G/hfea. or Tow!) 

of Aehnie.*, now a Turkish tai tory. hare of cyprenn 
ir» i", tlijik’y ?;,non,!! v^iih r.stik urai"*, attd 
fWtla r Nil saw th-‘ TtiJWthjs >>!' IGtroeliH and that of 
Fe.-it'a-. t .’.sr-tealla's risurthaed tVsond, Wr titm |ajlied 
njf at Vrtt) Sh-hr, St ‘at tla- Sioantw Promoji- 

tory. the Grook iniuiUitaisw oi whieh laid <*m our 
liirn-h of K(i.<ler hrt’Sid, and walnuts on st imt 
ttiidttf thto tilsade wf tliv»e Niue Wind-milk ttliicli 







* I ♦ ' a 1 ? hi, I , I , t 1 I ' * L ! ' ' j -i > '' j ' I, ! Vi i '^ '' 

t I-' I ^ ^ i »!( " « i> ^ 4 5,]'<3*1| 

vl * lr\ >1 %% i ,i! I 4« 

iur!u-4 uy th*.' >pHr> fdu, lu.vl 



THE TROAP. 


ih.t |)»mushr*:k, »,tr ■' Rimcis f tlu* Kfiilt 
<r '■ uii’i iln,/ MvuiU'n-. <»r '‘.Si'amfindoi 

-all f!(i ii’itiins uc unikn-stouii 

r''-ri i'»n ■■■thr t'unuj.'r two dowinjj^ into t 

*i|jJ or n-'iv f<,"! ,»r liic an ail other null 

1‘) the 'i.'a }.<rr'dud(!i! }iv a swtdlino rhioo. wlii 

lUJH aiojii? the eoa-st. jVojn i'jek, aiiuve Besika Br 
Uj> fin- Sis:>;eu5u iVetraoutory, ui the uutrariee of t 
Tlso lotvluiiil'i in flu: jdailt auti t 
h»'3U*4 liiU'* shur iii tai all -^kle^ hut uuc. a 
.•.wun|n' , u'.m!, owino t-> the want, uf o.iikI limiii.t 
fiwl <‘yhure, UlihojiUliy ttud lie*, date, Bul tilt! v« 

thirc >tt‘ tfa: ;Ui4 |iaHiure.-. and the ej'(,>|H 

here an*! there where patehe-; of the f^ui! ha 
been hut pvr evwleUee of iHisur{JrtH.'< 

fertilhy, and tie* hru'shwood un the hi!!<. atul i 
|wrk-like er.a-i-.-4 ut‘ oak «<ji the njoutUain e< 

jure u|( lo the ijuaoijiatiou iliedetii't threstshy whi 
the iipkshB tnust in prinutive times have he 
leedin.ll' the fa‘'ir.{ure. elua’kino the rush 
the w>u«rrf. anti teui|H-riiie' the extremes i»f heat a 
et44 in uiit'f 4<f the tnriHt j^n-nia! an-l .salnhrions elsmai 
»»n e-.irs!j’s .’lUrfaet . At every Avp as v/e rrnlc, t 

fiV-'t;)e-4, the vasue the ](')l:jieHne.'‘s, liie wihhn 

of she re;/j-ta We tia^er-eii. iie}t,.rhte)i u-< hy tiielri 
s'a.’rtsinj; variety, while. u'heJt we drew rein •»» t 
'ttsmiuH of any nf tin ruh^'eH. on any of the sit-es to 
which Sraditioti attrtehe> {jeeitli-ir iiujiortainv, tlse 
|tafi«ifmwft of Iftjsd and sen which streiehe.! kdow «s. 
th* urw*t- kiidtutirkis xihseii doited the h0ri2.au iwaauKl 
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Ti/F T/aojn 


!1 


Ativw, ai Dijhty fnnn u*. a-* the 

i'tmv flu, •. 

Ni'tlantr thi wtiihi umUl ho niin* enjoyable 
(h.tij th«' jtht I ht fiioiKlerl us fhHni;4'ho»i- the 
fr;|i \<ii!ufi4 !U’%h and \ uni than the hlos- 

'i.jii- iiud yMUU4 fuli.ij:*’ «in « vny rtin , nuthinj^ nnn'o 
jinnii- flviii the nni-n <4 iatk and ni'^httn'ralo, alter- 
natjr.u 'Aith tin of and ow! hi that por- 

}»> ta d tv! ^lui and nioonlnjfht . nothtng 

tsnn-' p. at - i ji thintlu lit r«K and liooks lowint,' nnd 
i!s tli.iHt Itvth. than tin' i»m!y Niork-hauntod 
luhttatton'-, asid tin- iHaH.uU'. thetiiseho", forj^t, fling, 
a> ;» r« . ail iljift i. no of jaei and « u i ti, ining if» 
hitrnnvny .md Miniity wnh vnlt-o[nn wntage d(U>i’«, 
<0 atwh'i!)ig h\ ihui itiiKit ! jio . tin luiitefiil intluenoo 
“f >h»n vd*' ti'o'v. innu nt , {lietiiok, hv unit* thrift 
and gotwl tonta^ft. in^ n-ihly, and ytt in ♦ •ii^f ihU , 
tnjv-nng tin tnor« nifloh nr and d* •'iionding Mussul- 
huv,} ^tnh It Mvhtaiy homo a>t Frodouok 

f'nivit! ji:ol toiiUnoi to hnilit fot 111111"^ If on thut 
gnmnd. t It.tf t‘> tin niniH of the Teinplo 
of dm TiAJidtiian ApoUo. *-uth a farm .m, \\iih little 
oApftal afal jnu» it imltHtry, h- v.a-' eoinoriing into fi 
firini'f H t ^ta^* , nnglii wdl nv in fiom the world 
mai!} a nvasy lit ar*. suid i !ip tin swiiv^ itf many an 

iinA'itS'-tnHl rtmlntsoii 

Ajoj o\ei fh!" 3fh life par, idi"!* ttiutv onoe n frail 
wmmmV 'hoanty arniyotl A**!,! and Euiop« in anntt, 
iho haith's td‘ Ttoy an.* ouot* more fought by-wholaw 
wii ikliiiig iiistorionl truth uut of the 4l».?up wolf 



!t 


r///'* KAsrrifth" <?r^5'wn" 


jtiivtlh lu wiinl' «Hs^ th* .iiwl 

wurltl 5*), f!'! i? »*« t** wlwit rtfsil 

Troy. dvA iK> * * v. h' .'• (!r*rr 

JtM il 't k{ 1 ;(s<i th«' 

.**!{< of risitH*' Tif\ (j 5 J : '■’iiJ 1C, -'ti tU' mI'ii'T'I 

ilini»» Xo\n«i» sriU'ii ‘H!( ntl\ , .tu*! I/t. 

Skltiit jn.t’.as <j l.t>< b *'1'' bsf > ufh to ut 4 

t|>|4li h3h} "5 it <44 thf 

j;r<:<iu«! iie.k! («hi, ili» LiH lUlbU^li. 

wh«,n‘ |l!» ?, ;U*' I't hvitii }VAm 4 tlr' < tJ'i'tltt 

»ti' th« <>•% *1! .»t I’l to’.iUiU-*, nunl ^ \\>h <m 
H-ttion tk'Sali hyljt ‘ ,\h tiu -••' <j4io4*Sio»4s* 

irt*4'J> )Unl UUI^'t }'i iUi<*U • s r'ki Ia fii«i <»f 

1, by »,h' S^iMFSH^v *;f tlsii Srtjjlitn.ult,*# «'t‘ t*l«. 
tin bi'flsru'tntlf t, iiiil-oo, 'b ;i< ihr 
of}i« r Intl-s 'Ufo, jNl.nt'b, ;>{<«} !?■! i»4bji4t« to whbb 
Il'tfltHitt :43hl!-tosj*» «H*Ul tJl tin t I'M’’ 

tM yuiii •ijk.tii '.u ofiii -ni* t»* !•« I Im ' oiftf t‘ (>!{ tip" 

jind - I K<fW •■iUi'.tnti «v-n Irwb't *!«! 

|*,Sft!(»4U K Mittj hktt k*-v>., i,- It- |4'n»‘*>l‘b' Iti' 

stutnb l»;» lu- '•v,i. (Uii .ji fr.'i'' .;i* ■• I, a- nb< ."K^ryb 

a!<4MII!*5it . lu.iK lj,,U I, J,;t. j.. ,jj jjrtl* b 

I*’. , -.iij*} t'h btfh ‘•lilt . ,4* ;n<i« < *1 «.ii, I'C ,'}4»'*f4‘ liil 

«|tj« t^n»«tt,» fb« S' f. uh,t 4«<{4? 

ju»l I) 4i»^^;bS^t bisuyiM ■ "Tt»r 

lii'lltlt} It?' lit*' ;•»?« Jtf Ts'»\, I'Jit' 4<tjH «*'ti W». “' »»«!• 
It.' ijjSflii' t»t»r by fHu ‘'til' waiiii tywi 

or Ibtisi lA'ljtd! tlu- HfiaiiifliiJi'r-” 

Ay, Wi ^hfit if lit IfitiwHk tiut vlikli 

fcttvt l««i then; htt¥# diW w|», ^4 ihttiw ilBwawniry;’ 



Tmy, or m hmt that it would he amaaiiiglj like it, 
ted hot wmtowan! ciaaiiiwhinfcv wjiispired to mike 
It «o ooufoiuitkidly unlike. 

Xotwilhfttamling thi« inroeoneilahle dirtcrepancj 
of ofunion, however, it ia not tnwy to deny ttet Dn 
Sehltewati, Mr. Prank Calvert, and last, but not 
Mr. Clitadstone, aJl inirttems of Hi«»rlik,tevf 
roaams in their favour, and ttet BottiJ»iwW 
iw far inlabd, aad tte f totmd it 



mr rASTF.R.\' qvfs'hox 


tot» rnffgrd ro allow of < ’< Shii.^ iur. u? 

itunuxliah' ut'iiun, oi of A<!ui}( ' !io tlyin^ 

ifootor thrci limc-H luiux! tli* uaii' "i' fli. ' u\ 
Blit, <m tilt* <»t!nr ham!. ih< ■'Ut "t i' 

tin au anti cm inii"! uI'm! to a Mtnll •pm luit \«!\ 
lofty, and hy no unaii-' ru^^id. and th* 

axM which i- .i'-’i' 4 'iud n* iln lowu i- haolv -ijih 
ueii! to ticioiujiuul !!' a nioiji i o. ^u(>I i it. -d, ( 

*' ahout tin 'i/t of riaial^'tj <» Ih 

Schlii tuann liUO'-t If -aiii to Mi Idni-to’c li.i 
world i- doul'tli "• nid*. !*tid ’o ,^'oo<| 

f h nn.nt duciui li\ who^. i a> < in m\ ,ti.d tt wi.iof 
heavy ( vjit ••iii h mtiii-ivi . s, tv kioo* 
ikt-n liiaih', and lu.ijo \ dm ddi o i;. ..f ,,uU 

qmiv hav* InOi hion'^hf info hjla Ihn 

t uh to look into tin hi o id ,i>d di < p 1 1. lit in h< 5ci • 
opt linl. to viiw'lh* IiiOiHlSaiU- of p.dihtdi la Is.O' 
Ilf u}»( d np, .Old to I \ luiuii tin haMinma*. aici 
fointdalioH' of till li'.liMiiiO' !*■ he* l.id iiao W'?}; 
out it(iUi4 a- l! tie ' otit lij, jii V. li ' iti- «1'' 

covtvn - h.tVt i' d hill, lo-.i, -u o • a h, a | p, 

Pilau of i h 1 O!) whii h h- hi-ioui.d* , 

••lit di < luinhi ( ■-, will!. It •..'ll i ;dft ’ ' *h> 

tint tht ivilla' !lh \ d ill_hti ( • Hi i V. i'«, ' nj 

aw iv 3)i ilia ill tun i c.ti,’ • ^ ,o 

iiowhut iii p irtii id o, ,t' th. ilov ,, I'i ... ni , j 
nM-.tthwarl it ou i iiiola i touiiditiou n 

pi ojM allow iiio n,t vvav tit'icrjiilo oi l.iv.Cjd d 

^ioiluno niou piu/.iino. ,d-o. I has, till h";. mwiiuh 

the lioutoi h<i*v laid lln touiui.uion of the ToUii} i,4 
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lauiiit tin' snjuli iVt'Ui Itrliiiul Tr^jais 

'•Idfi t(;i n nr {h* m.u hauit diat*.!}' 

'lo't 1(1 thit finm whiili tia Jatiii ^ •• uitii 

t!j* ('mm ti.miH ■'.it. < iul\ tn ilu iv iaiiui- 

51' lit jc 111. u Jt( iiiti^ tin t it.ihu ■' <(f tlie riiila im it 
iJ3 tin |iliin ht m ,u1i. Nntiiinj.; inurt 

itffii! tin '■ '.niniti.il .ih.ti ill t}i< Ttihjiii of IMii cr\a. 
ttitli tin drain fit awav tho blood of tlio 

Uititii-.. sho iiU.u u nun iutap of » .irth whk'li h 
j.i|ud)y « ji::i.bUii*4 to dii't, and ot wlik!) Iiai’dty tt 
U!il jUoiiabK bo font }d b\ ail\ i I'.llor lookllio 
for if -ix taoi'itb- h. no. . 

1 sij.) ni tlu iinthiMin* Ilf of fh.a Frutolinmii who 

‘»iud o! ‘ ij 1 j< ■'('O'', j" 'f ni'dj hiurn 

t> ij'if f t’liif'n , j'f ftUi'jti t! t tut hK' I know ''<> 

ab'>(-iiin‘ly nothitio of flu 'iibjMt, th.it I dan* not 
I, V 1 n tisuio'ua that l)i. Si lilu tiuitin lui^ 1 h i » i an iod 
}twa> by hi' ':i:;«.;nira i . btit outaiidy a 

» hdl o? »U'.tj'|‘onitm nf and -n {itis i~m i/t d wo a' J 
naoid i ii tlu ‘.iimnai th- hMaiini" a}iuii x' bu h t>uoh 
!Jli .*! 1 .am bat* bi « ?, I < 'tow» d aiailowhhh ••la h 
loi'h ;!!«! « -il.iiu . i-" a*'t<4fi<d iti tin dm tm itaiji. 
Hoiii* 1 ' 'I'l f y u«hidl»*mui ■'lawk"' iIo« n to niwo^t 

* ■ ntt w|Hj'o!«' I'lojioiii’iiit in lb Si hiu ii'iinu *• lumdi, 
, on! lira !•* .tw.i/td aiid Ituwbh d to find oaf of what 
woo.iud u'.oli - 111 !!-' till wount.un of* tli»i Iliad 

and Ibh-oi. Sia." hi ui utolvul. lb Si hiieiiiann 

jif 

hwl, lioubtli'-*, xiry uidwta-' piobkw»- to solvt, %viy 
«rion*i dillh to ootitwal wtrli Ho had to 
drtd wiili a Troy built ofs the aite of an old Troy 
VOL. Jl. * 27 
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.seveniJ eoniiiri^s PriaiaV ^ity v.M'* 

wiili fht!^ >^n*ouiaL pi.'fhapv, i,<f inorr liiTi 
Trajy tor Foo Fom/oF. no luoaii H^‘lFiin 4 ooo 
said : 

** Hr-’ a’uv ar/ ir* -i'. ^ 

^ !:r;0' \ 

l\'r iir |t:u 1 ^ Hm Tnlnai < n; ■ t 
XI fU!,ai J^ li-li/* 

Thi‘ ilaio of lYumi^ rit\ i*-, ia' Hu n«u.r, «. 


ton-i'ti 1t;u‘k tar fu'Vtiuti 

tho p 

1 rt' M 

1 1'* tO'* 

!:i!! hv (•nnu>i'i«!i rijvniiMlt.'^f^ 

. I^IM 1 

1, 1 V ’ o n*" 1 1* Mind 

Hunita''." own i!‘_a*. Th. 

■ or.iiui 

a to 

«(ii' i, td' tj.'i'!, -r 

(ii'V(»ii*il liH Nrarc!) r>'\iN 

all d t'l 

hi'!) 

. iii o;y. tii'-j’ii’ ■ d 

l.'iyfr-i. i!it‘ riiiil'T', {Ir. 

wirqi 


till i'r I’!- !-,i' Sit 

and i‘Vi"!i iiic ha-kiiark., uf ;’. 


or ti'M , 

dUtint’i I'jMM'lw, wuirli. 

in d'a 

\ i 1 

i \ *i O f t ' j ' K t i (d, 

linn, funlti not tail to 

1(>'' tlK'i 

l»U !| 

• -y* f ';■ .' . ,i',.d ' ' 

jninhit'd a-^ i/Vonnjnlly 

to di 

ofv 

ota> -nio, <u, 

flosoj'i] it i( ill. 




It wi'i-r iiiohiy di 

nal.l- 

that 

tiiiUri ' r* ii 'i ? *' : 'i 1 

know'li’da*'* atid MMind 

jiidvtn 

» rd 

;; /i t i 1, 

Si'idifinatHi’'. 

1 nt- d: 

'i* O 

> -a ^ a j o t )| , a ?it ; 

that tlii'V >hitu!d (mt 

til" :r, 

If' n’. 

li li., i.’.t 1. 

ha>iv <'oiti'!i!-»i,.ri' h- 1, 

art : 

ud 

o U 1 ' h^ 0 f 


nrtiial ub.«?i‘rvnlion n!i iht- o^ 'o;d i' Ui/iid 
tiiost jus! aiid o^iasunaho' fli.si in^' 
ho liopo'*', ohiuifi from fh** nit^^nMn Cha^rnco^'nt 
liiii^i^o^oricitui liruiaii vin)‘rAu rurj* Ihn pra-^ur 
tiioso hihtajrs IpX ^vldrh ho wuu ur»**d a 
hif !iiin> 4 ;!i at tho ^*ainu linar flail hv laia vil an 
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inr.4i!ia1»l.i U-nvi\i m tlu! U-nnie.l world _ It tuny 

1.. ....., tiuu Mr. liladstoo. will iina huuK.lt at 

lih,-rty tu udfil tin* h.* m.uV' to vinit u' 

rhH>t»r ill hi> Miswirlik, when* _ u’ 

1. , -Motion ..f ruins way sujrun-st a tnoatiu'atKUi 
„fs.uu. ..f tbv vdsvs ilwclupua by tUu 

uih! Mutn.ni»n in bi-s “ H-mcno h}*!- 
vbronisju;- shcmUi b.' nvov luvpare a iww fthiit 

*>f i in? work.'* • 1 *1, > 

l.-..r .,,V pan.l 

,.t :>ml tn at s.v.ma-h:.ml 

,, A vi.i, t,. <!«' Tr...«l. 1 .h-y '»'ll 

ih. r”' '™'!. 

1.1.. ...11 iiriB.niti'v, N" ,1,^, 

?'i»n k.r]. par.' with ihr ra}u«bt> . 

, ' ’ Tbf pad <a’ many 

,,Hbu-vatHi;i bwiv .4 Uuh. in 1 _ 

11.. ...., 

1.. ,t.,v.H„ti,.v.vr,.rn,n.s 


, . , 't ill Y;sr.,U4<*>' «'uii bs''"'’' '*'* 

* ' a. ' , if.-ti-r 

, IV laM,!', b.w w.uUt v. 

^•11, * '• ■' - ..t t ... j -....Ui.iHi, 

i!. Vi'JiJ'Sl t‘“ 
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h,.».) »r. 


p, r.s ^jUt Iv Kiuabwiic. 

. , .. ,■,! ii; a f.rn.ar., 

„,V.I . nti.ivrvrv J'; lr.t 1..' va-u- mW «4. 

lull. .. Vh S lUnl 

iiM>avitkU.' nV, w b!‘‘ 

tlfivta fiyi ,haUrv4iV«*'‘ 

Mpioir, the wnll* ^4*-' « ‘ J 
Mi tk- .aug.,a t..tv 
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t'XjtC'ft .s(t riiK'\viu-tl a >t>'- wm. 

i;Vi‘r is (Ifiul isi tli<' uM 'rr-jjaii wia'M i- a.'-..' I'.i'r'i. 
Wliwe till' ii!!ti)jnafia!i’'. ■ l.;t> u-a an u *' 

wurk, th*’ ■'iiaxtdi land iiii" no < M' ih-' -‘•Si*’ '. 

nnlj thi' -Hitrs ni'i' 'jiuiiit-'i! "lit. ’ill titMii*- aic .lidv 
tdiUuH. And lln-i'fili, }'t'i In' ii,-' joniiUir 
rhariij uf she Truud. I'h' i'ru>ai "H 1, (.da a- t * 
Intvr attfd’ii'd a sn-.-nd thliuia’i , It :■ ndi .’ft-j ■ .1 
.'Uiff Uut :{ laiid U'l’d (!|> Mp . \;i, .1, Im" i sAc '* a 
viraiji -nil. n-ady in Ir draiii-d, Aid, ■•*tnd, 
|ilattt<jd, .did d am w. Th' itaya "A-i* i-- 

or w.-n. !'A h';nr, tn i;i«- i:.- A'k !■>'.,'> y 

Wf.'uin r. ilijir of’ fV'. -liur-i ;uid -v, n Ma - u... ur 

and hoallh. 



corjrj:y ///•/. /.v ?‘a:A 7 ‘}: 


21 


('HA PTE K n. 

4'(4‘N''ri;v LU'f: ix TvnKKv. 

:'!n' HUU' 'i!’. !,)/.■,! \TS’r.A. - Tin, — tnwimA and 

< ; V', f)'. am- amv.— j.u'i Arn>:.iii,!. 

H ANil \ I.1.\ M W.Ul 4. 

WnK'i ! ilr-t to to uuMiakuinvn, Turki'jli 

ru'u'i’'’'', toWiii'ii" ill'- 1 i;(i iti' XnAt-mlM'!', lb'7j, Sir 
Hv'try Eilict wu- 'till ainiH- lU la> (‘nuatry 

m:i ihi lkr-,p!iuras. All Ui-^ ('o!- 

Ii> «■» j'l' I'l' 111 PiT.'i, and lor six l-aiii;* 

a; tnili-- and so.-ial lif*- was conrou- 

V. ishai tJh- Han't Av i-uiuiia-'s ui' piat 

j((i -ula.srlt. All iatrrt'MUiVf' hriwts-n tiu' 

AHiHa^'-'-iul’a'-- JiUil tlii { M'AfrmiH'iit nf thr SsiuHinn 
t' V a- I'iU'u-'fi >>n Ua- liriilyrs; tin- -Minis- 

Sr {- u*'?'. Tti Ilf M'fa , fv :it tliflr I'JltcfS ur at. ihair 

1 'H'/'S'. 'ir V‘Stii ii. lii'. '.itai ti'a ir autf-ah'UulM’r-i u't.-rt‘ 
ly Itf'! ! Iiy ilra/t'JH-in-- iroia tin' Eiuita-'-strs, 

;Mal i-y S'laaiis uaa i-tif-t'aHij', nr 

1 }>4iital:«if*)c!j. Uu! Tnajj MaA t.i; Nu'/fUilji.-r 
thi* }>’ tia- svaC, of ikrtXTU- 

Tlio (inuai Vix'k'r au»l his «'ulk-aoii»-s mnnvo 
to tltai/ own yo/a- ui luui'ha; villajj ai JBwl*ak, Cuu- 
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dilli, or other spots on either side of the Strait ; the 
Sultan must be followed at any of the palace-' ur 
kiosques to which it may be his pleasme to betake 
himself on the Etiropean or Asiatic shou' ; while the 
representatives of foreign Powcis clustor togihlur 
around the deep bay which sepaiates Tluavqua fioiu 
Bityukdere, aiear that upper end ol‘ the Bo-sphoru'., 
the shores of which are -fumed by the cool novlliein 
breezes of the Black Sea. Diplomatic businc'.'' in 
ordinary time.s loses not a little of li‘> bi iskness ou ing 
to the decentralisation and dispersion ; and, in "pite 
of the means of locomotion supplied by St.rte car- 
riages, despatch and gun-boats, steam launches, and 
Bucentaur-like many-oared caiqxies, olUi ia! \isits, 
banquets, and other fostivitic's become imlitspicai. 
the heat of tlio season inclining high and liiight} 
personages to the indulgence of a h.q>py nu al leisure 
and repose. It is just at this time of the ) sar, u In n 
the capital of the Ottoman Empiu; simti In s througli- 
out the whole twenty miles’ h'ugtii of the Bosphorus, 
that the unmatched loveliness oi* tills ch.uim 1 is « n 
to the greatest advantage ; it is at fids m ison tliat 
it assumes all the chaims with which the hind of 
ISTature and the work of man Iia% c. eombimd to iiu i st 
it. Aheady, in spite of tin unusually iat*- spring 
and the prevalence of nipping iiorthc ni gd<s, the 
pent-up life of Stamboul, of Peia, and Ualata was 
beginning to pour itself out to its wonted haunts in 
the immediate noighbouihood ; tlio favourite spets of 
Flamoor and Mashlak weie all alive with the “lu , 

O *1 “ 
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though eluiiTsy, dresses ofyashmaked Turkish ladies ; 
and all along the border's ef Eyoob’s cemetery, or on 
the h\rard of the fresh meadows of the “Sweet 
Waters Talley,” such scenes of quiet, decorous en- 
joyment prc’aeiitcd theittsclvos to tlie stranger’s eye 
as he had, perhaps, never witnessed at any of the 
choicest gatherings at Pdehmond Park or Chiswick 
Gardens, at Longchamps or the Bois. There are no 
waters like those “ Sweet Waters,” no turf like the 
soft moist turf under the trees of the Sultan’s park 
at Kiagatch-hanoh; nowhere can one see such myriads 
of swift-gliding caiques as dart under the bridges of 
that pure stream at the top of the Golden Horn, as 
they come down at the close of a Friday outing, 
freighted with the inmates of the harems, the dark- 
eyed hanoums hugging their quaintly-di-essed, happy, 
yet \\ ildiy-staiing, open-mouthed children to their 
bosoms. The Turks, be it said to their praise, are 
fond of the open air, and they enjoy it all the more 
keenly as it is with the better half of them a rare 
treat, and the other half objects to the locomotion by 
which its blessings can be attained. Walking as 
mere e\i.‘rehe comes not natural to the Osmanlis ; 
their idea tif eaithly bliss is to sit in a boat, to squat 
cross-legged on the gi-ass or on a mat under the trees 
01 tlie hundred tents or booths reared as cafes -wherever 
custom brings them together — at Flamoor, near the 
top of Boolgoorloo, w’herever shade and fresh spring 
are to be had — to sit or lie there hour after hour, 
smoking much, talking little, and gazing with quiet 
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■wonder, but ■without apparent ill-will, at the !>roupN 
of Greeks, Armenians, and Franks Hittiuj* past {lu ui ; 
gazing- at them, and givhig no sign, unless spukeii 
to ; but whenever civilly addressed, inuuediately 
removing the chibouque from their lips, and uuejitig 
into conversation with a stately courtesy, and toen 
with a jovial cordiality, completely bt-lyiiig tlu- stt rn- 
ness of their imj-iassive countenances. To see them, 
to see the ease and grace with which men of diiiiisnit 
race and hostile creed, meir of all cLisse',. l»]eud 
together at these rustic rendez\tnis, the Mullah, the 
Softa, the squalid Dervish going past the \eihd 
Armenian Bishop, the bruad-brim-hatti d Ij.itin 
priest, the cowled Franciscan, aiid the tlap-huimi tid 
Sister of Charity, one would fancy that all tliese 
people acknowledge each other as ministers of the 
same God of Peace, and that sudi untoward (mt- 
breaks as the massacres of Chio', of Dama'-i us, uf 
Jedda, of Salon ica, and Bulgaria, aic. the iiuie fihii 
cations of lying chroniclers ; for t lie lanmal st,it< of 
this motley ]>opulatiou of the Ottoman Fanpii-i is, 
after all, mutual forbearance ami goodwill, .iml the 
outbursts of evil passions arc almost invaiiah!^ ii! i^e 
traced to the inhuence of luhis, c\ho fiom the 
beginning founded their sway on division, and tv ho, 
when urged to attempt reforms has» <l on it ligiotm 
and political equality, plead tin ir inuhility to over- 
come that popular fanaticism, which is simply tin- 
result of their own bigoted and ungmierous piflie^’-. 

But, although the immediate neighbourhood of 
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Stamboul and Peru, of Scutari and Eladikeui, can 
boast of peculiar beauties of tbeir own, they can 
scarcely be looked upon as parts of tbe Bospbonis ; 
for, although views of that Strait and its magnificent 
opening <jn the Propontis may be obtained from 
almost every window of tbe towns and from the 
freights above them, one can hardly anywhere ap- 
proach its sliorcs, the sea-border being invaded either 
by the long line of Imperial Palaces from Top- 
haueh to Beshiktach, by barracks, arsenals, and 
other public buildings, or, finally, by long lines of 
btragglirrg, dingy %illages, which stretch on the 
European side as far as Arnaut Eeui or Bebek, on 
the opposite shore, as far as Beylerbey and Candilli. 
The Bosphorus, as the guide-books tell us, is a 
chamiel forurod by .seven headlands, sloping down to 
the water's erlgo oir the European side, and projecting 
towards as many bays on tbe Asiatic side ; and there 
are again seven promontories on the side^of Asia, 
confronting as many little gulfs on the side of Europe; 
the sea ruuiiing like a river between the two Iranks, 
the projections of which are indented, and, as it 'were, 
dovetailed into each other, so as to ob.stmct and 
diversify the vioww at uvciy step a^ one wind.s up 
"^~irohn'?afcli to reach, and from end to end. Upon 
leaving the southern entrance at Constairtinople, 
where the throe cities, the open Sea of ilaj-mora, the 
Prince’s Isles, and tire Asiatic mountains present 
unique panorama, the channel at once contracts itsoh^ 
between Ortakuui and Beylerbey, and reaches 5*^'^ 
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tiarrowest point between Bcbek and Candilli, near 
the bpot where ilohanimed 1 1 built his two ea'^t!t ^ * 4 ’ 
Roumeli and Anatoli HisNir, {‘.10110 out* anutla 1 ou 
the two oppo^te hill-sides about hall-wat' fHtWion 
the two seas. Th(' Stiait widcio ae'aiii latutoi 
Stonia and Kanura, the Hay of' Btik.K and tliat of 
Buyukdere expanding into .1 lakt>, appau ntl} < !.is( d 
in on all sides, at the tnd of whi{h lln. thamiil 
proccodh in a straight northeily dinstiou, allowing 
a ’liow of itta opening into the BLuh H(‘n bttweuj 
t\TO other castles, the RoiiuiLli and Anatoli Ka\.iks, 
and the two lighthou&es, Ibninieli and Analtdi 
Fanais. 

The rugged nature of the two eo.ists .nid tin faej- 
lities affoidcd by the water eairiagt' Ji,i\e liitlurto 
prevented the coustnution o}‘ good < onanmui atioii 
along bhoie, A railw.iy on tlie Euiopi.ui sub', 
though often projected, has ntvei bctii attiiiiptMl, 
and the only tolerable caiiiage load fjuin I\ia to 
Buyukdere, achieved undtt Euiopi.ui inliueuu, li.)" 
been made across the hills, //d il.mhlah. 
a bleak and dreary region ibi .t ionu ti.e k unu h< v..d 
by any \iew of the Stiaits ; auothu load iou^. i 
and moie circuitous, hut iiunt aiti n Nfuic. * onu s up 
fiom Stainboul and Peui to tin hunt WattjH 
Valley, and thenoc stiikes .uio-'- Buiia- and tin, 
forest of Belgrade to Buyukdeie Along short' fioiu 
Vikge to village traits of good load tlo-i* to the 
Yator’s edge aie to bo luot with. Fiom Tiu rapiu to 
Btyukdere on the left, and to Yemkeui on the right, 
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one can liave a short, but pleasant, walk or lide or 
tirive, with an unobstructed view ; while in the lear 
of those diplomatic vUIagos bridle-paths are open to 
oquestiians in every direction. On the Asiatic bide 
ways and by-ways are even in a more imperfect con- 
dition, and the beautieb of the country, which equal, 
to say the least, those of our own, or European side, 
are loss easily accessible. 

Viewed from the water either from the docks of 
the crowded bteamers or from the soft cushions at 
the bottom of the luxurious caiques, the shores on 
either side present a series of picturesque lake-like 
landscapeh, combining every imaginahle variety of 
pleasing scenery. The hills are nowhere very lofty, 
the “ Giant’s Mountain ” itself, opposite to Buyuk- 
dere, the culminating point, hardly, I should think, 
exceeding 800 feet. Those hills, also, are, as a rule, 
hare and desolate at the summits, and only here and 
there broken into bold crags and ravines on the 
slopes. Near the water’s-odge and in the bosom of 
the little valleys the vegetation is deep and luxuriant ; 
but the eye wearies with that incessant .succession of 
crowded habitations, those long rows of squalid 
wooden tenements of poor villages, hardly relieved 
by dwellings of higher pretensions, stately hut inele- 
gant villas of well-to-do Greeks and Armenians, also 
mostly of wood — “ pastoboai'd houses,” as they are 
called, flimsy and tawdry, in the very -worst style of 
barbarous architectm-e, with here and there a Sultan’s 
palace or kiosque, the ijali of an ex-Grand Vizier, 
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an AmbassacIoi’H palace, a mosque with it' minaret, 
or a sacred edifice, hallowed by a stone on it- 

steeple. Silence, but not solitiule, rtitfU' on tin* 
Bosphorus. It is one of the oresit his^hwuvs ol* all 
men and all things ; the dove-like sailiiig yiuiit, the 
bromi-canvassed fishing .smack, the frail caique nre 
perpetually thrust aside and tossed about in the wake 
of the puffing steamer as it breasts the tide, eit!»*'r 
bent on its distant cruise or plying from pier to pier 
to set its live freight at the various liunling-plin'e', 
where the bustle and jostling are ahmi't as gnat jh 
in the main .street of Pera ; flocks of wafi r-biids, 
swarms of flying-fislies, and herds of !)oumliiig por- 
poises give those glittering waves a look oi‘ p» rpt tu.il 
animation— hut, withal, animation without gaiity. 
Many of the .stations are Turkish 'tillage': liouss s 
with blank frouis, with jealously-latticed windows, 
no sign of life at the rigidly-dost d <itH)is, hardly 
anywffiore the sight of children playing in tlu em- 
dens; no Avuman’s face or shape, and ouh huiulh ■> of 
clothes, AAith muffied chills and iiost-', iruopinn up 
and doAvn the jiiers AAiiere tlie steann r sfiip.., w.nld- 
ling like scared geese, huniLdly laU .iuntsjiy. <-n 
their broad down-at-heel slippers or hia\\ nian's 
boots. The Turk, however, thougli >riil pnseiit, i- 
far noAAviday.s from ha\ing the Bo-phouis ail tt» him- 
self. In mixed villagc.s, or wheie tlie population is 
mostly Christian, and the people of tlu* lower tn'ilfr.H 
are to be seen “fraternising” Avith the ’Mosh-iiH, the 
eye is gladdened hei’e and there by the sight of » 
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pretty face ; the largo weird eyes of the lovely 
Greek, the rich eoiaplexion and full round form of 
the fair Armenian, court your attention, as the 
beauty sits in the morning half hid by the thin, 
partly-drawn blinds of her casement, coy and de- 
mure, always pretending to shrink from your too 
eager gaze, yet always lingering' there, insatiable of 
nien's iidmiration ; or on Sundays, at mass time, as 
she comes out to test the power of her charms, en- 
hanced by tiro display of her sightly, though some- 
what “ loud," Frenchified finery. And again in 
more favoured spots, such as Biiyukdore, where the 
broad quay has room for a fashionable promenade, 
there i.s social intercourse in the evening at every 
house door, the ladies gathering under their poificocs 
with tea and cards and harmless gossip, the gentle- 
men going round from group to group to give zest to 
the talk, in which corrupt Greek, bastard French, and 
Italian F/wicit are blended or jumbled to- 

gether in not implea-.ing confusion. 

Between Therapia and Buyukdere, round the 
bay, there is a distance of about three miles. Not 
only are most of the Embassies — the English, 
French, and Italian at Therapia, the Russian, Ger- 
man, and Greek at Buyukdere — now rusticating 
within thi.s small compass, but consuls and judges 
and bankers and moreliants of higher or lower de- 
gree have here their summer homes, and constitute 
a little Frank colony, swelled at frequent periods by 
European visitors, quartered at the various hotels, 
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and especially at Aladaiuu Petala's HdU! d'Angic- 
turre, a liouse of accommodation nitli an iiind- 

ludy, coiubining many of the cumfoUs with ail tlir 
cleanliness and tidine&s of a lir&t-rute Ettglivli C'-tah- 
lishment of the same desciiption. Ileiv <ir !iu«- 
abouts a stranger will find plenty of good ptople to 
help him Mil time; companions for a strctl! along 
shore or for a longer 'walk, or for a ride into the 
forest of Belgrade, when ho will soon find how 
necessary' it is to go a little inkinl and an ay boin 
the shores of the Bosphorus before if> leal beaut ii 
can be fully appreciated. In the rear of the bay, 
half-way^ between Thciapia, and Bnynikdt le, tiure 
lies a rich valley'', crossed in all it^ kngth by a Itroad 
avenue lined with trees, and shut in on both titles 
by woody’" knolls, nith as much eulti\ation b. 
their slope.^ and in the intern citing ililN a'' one may 
chance to see anywhere in Itaeknard Tnikty TItis 
is the road to Belgrade, and ah<iut time nith < inland, 
where a magnificent aipieduct s ilu way*, you 

advance in the midst of tile glorious fou -.t md 
through it three miles farther to tlu Milae* tbiii! 
which the forest itself takes its name '’^tnh n..u 
vellously beautiful woodland "V* in ry , nuc h rf n-t 
masses of rich blooming foliage , siji h « jdt j ps uf 
glorious uplands as are to be hcln Id ht n a! tlu*. 
season I can hardly say that I ever niw bift.i*', 
though I have rambled over many <(f the lortlly 
paiks of which England is justly' proud, and though 
many months have not elapsed since I v isiletl Vai* 
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it)mbrosa and others of the fow forostal recesses that 
have as yet escaped the axe in the Apennines, From 
the heights of Belgrade the streams to which that 
primeval vei'dare imparts whatever moisture and 
freshness tu'C still to be enjoyed in this region, branch 
out in every direction, some of them flowing down 
to the channel, some to the Black Sea, and tw^o of 
them to the Golden Horn, forming those “ Sweet 
Watej's of Europe” which contribute the main 
clement of enjoyment to the denizens of Pera and 
Stamboul. On hoth sides of the main avenue, as 
you advance, there open before you wide jraths, 
canopwd by the trees like galleries, cool and moist, 
and, indeed, damp and chilly as cellars in the hottest 
houi-s, where you can wander and be lost for hours 
and hours, allowing your steed to carry you by de- 
vious ways, either back to Therapia, Buyukdere, or 
any point on the Strait, or avray to Kilia, or some 
other village on the Black Sea coast, or finally, down 
into some of the glens converging upon the Sweet 
Water Talley. Soft galloping gi’ounds, steep stony 
paths, broad open glades, and intricate thickets, 
testing tile strength and skill of your sure-footed nag, 
are to bo had at discretion ; nor is tlie excitement of 
some little perilous adventure wanting ; for, although 
the scanty population of the forests is inoffensive 
and by no means unfriendly, there rove in these 
woods, here and there, people of doubtful character 
—runaway malefactors, deserters from the army, 
and ne’er-do-well Croat or Montencgiin labourers — 
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a meeting with whom would not ah\a_’»‘^ 1 o ]*1< asmt 
unless you wcz’o one oi“ a lai’gc pajty, or unit \«<i? 
had a poudetous sivshootii at y<tur hohtti. or a 
pair of dainty Deningcm in your uai^lt-oat po<-ki t-, 
a.s well as a btout dotcrnunatioii in your heart fo 
use those weapons, and eko your luaikd li<»rse- 
^^hip, in defence of your beloved gold wnteh and 
chain. 

From the many thousand acres of tbl\^t land tliat 
are still allowed to grow lound Belgrade, unv tn:i\ 
imagine what the Bosphorus must lane been \Uien 
these same woods came down in unl)roktu sutip'. to 
the W'atcr’s-edge, as they did hert‘ and in otlu r part' 
within the memory of living men ; u it ness tin ■ “ S< m n 
Brothers” and other straggling ehtsttrs of gdiuit 
chestnut, plane, beech, and oak trees, still suini\iiig 
the slaughter of their genemtion, and foruiing land 
marks along shore at diftercut points, where tin 
Greeks of Thorapia and fhiyukdere ha%e tlo ir <// 
fresco cafes, their drinking ami daiuing e-ndt Hs If a 
ride along the iMa4dak road from Peru to llu} ukdt is 
is now made dicary by a vast oKpaimt* of bin ni inex 
pasture; if many of the lull-sidi > along I’m Stiail 
aie barely covered with thin, shagey inn-hvood. if 
the valleys and shores, stripped of tin kindh manfl*. 
which gave them freshness and fecundity, look now 
parched and blighted, bancii and do ary. what is it 
owing to but to man’s own ^andaiisln, which has 
bared the ground of its natural vesture wherivu’ 
either water or any other means of conveyanet* 
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favoured the removal of timhor or firewood, recklessly 
eloaring- the ground without thinking of what use it 
might bo put to by provident cultivation \ 

Tlio Asiatic side of the Bosphorus is, as I was told, 
and as iny own eyes could see, in every respect more 
beautiful than the European side. 1 had as yet 
seen little of it besides the most frequented spots 
behind Scutari and Kadikeui, and the range of hills 
between the panoramic height of Boolgoorloo and the 
treo-crowned summit of Candilli. An excursion to 
the Sweet Waters of Asia, to the valleys in the rear 
of Candilli itself and of Boikos, the ascent of that 
Yousulrk Dagh,” or Giant Mountain, from, which 
both seas at the Strait’s end are to be seen, were all 
pleasiu’es in store for the future. Indeed, various and 
rich as the beauties of the Bosphorus may be, I was 
by no means sure that they would in the end prove 
inexhaustible ; for those whom diplomatic or other 
buHiness condemned to a six mouths’ residence at The- 
rapia looked very much as if the ohaians of the spot 
palled upon them from long familiarity ; as if their 
hower.i and .shi'ub.s and magnificent park-like gar- 
dens were toiiJuiiri> jjerdrir to them. I heard some of 
them longing for the flesh-pots — i.e. the more engross- 
ing employment, the excitement, the more* frequent 
social intercourse— of Pera. They found the day, still 
more the evening, even the short summer evening, 
unconscionably long, the distress for company going 
BO far that one might see an Excellency at a loss how 
(kherwise to -whilo away the weary hours between 

WIm It ‘18 
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dinner and bedtime, ong.ii^ed with in'- NC-'n't irr .md 
dragoman at a game of whist “ wit!) dummy’ 
as tenibio a Nemesis of solitary givatmsi <i‘' niiagi- 
nation can conjure up. 

The pleasure of fault-finding and gmiubling at the 
weather was, however, not denied to us The Bo.s- 
phorus belongs to the heaven-blessed elimUes of the 
earth, and those unfiimiliar with other regions of the 
Mediterranean are apt to look on the lovely tints 
and .shades which impart so much chaim to its maiint 
scenery as peculiar to this Strait ; the i Innate <d‘ the 
Bosphorus, however, must not be broughi to tlie li st 
of “ handsome is as handsome docs. ’ If phasing to 
the eye, it is terribly trying to a man's eonstiliumn. 
These shores aio haunted by damp fo'4>, almost as fi't - 
qiiently a.s those of the Biitish Ch.inmJ Thiiv is 
liaidly ever .stillness in the air or v.iter . a noitlnm 
blast, whuhmakc.s us .sliivei as if we re m 'spn 
alternating at a few lioiuV iiittinal wuli a hea\\ 
sirocco which cuts the veiy hiiibs fioiii undi t us !n 
the midst of a dead calm the gust, as if < >f a hun k am 
would at tunes suddenly sweep o\( r us, sf.uihng Us 
for about fi\c minutes, and haMug us ti» wondu 
where the phenomenal blast had ( onu fiuiu oi !< 
it hadgone to. Wewere panting tor lam thmughum 
March and April, and w e had (piite a deluge lu the List 
day.s of May, There was, m shoit, sunn thing harsh 
and fierce — something Turkish — in this gcinal-look- 
ing Thracian atmosphere; .somttliing to runind us 
that wm wore still on earth, and tliat the Bosphoins 
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wais not yet Paradise, much as in its best moments 
it looked like it. 

Whether or not we succeeded in making ourselves at 
home at PetaLi Hotel, absence fiom it for any length 
of time was for that season out of the question ; for 
political events weio fast luatuiing around us, and the 
attitude of the population of the Ottoman capital 
began to inspire some ill-defined but natural and, at 
all events, invincible disquiet. No one dared allow 
himself a long holiday, and it was not without mis- 
giving that we ventured on a picnic at tho Beni, 
(the grand Reservoir at the Aqueduct, in one of the 
loveliest bowers *of the Belgrade forest), or at 
“ Ovid's Towel,” a lofty ruin-strewn knoll command- 
ing a vast extent of weird solitude, or, more fre- 
quently, at Kilia, where, besides a long stretch of the 
bleak sandy coast, and a Iroundiess expanse of the 
islandless Black Sea, we had the company of the 
gallant Turks of the lifeboat service, a sot of hearty 
and lusty, grave and earnest, and withal sociable 
fellows, who, under the rule and discipline of English 
officers, turn out very heroes in the discharge of their 
dangerous duties, and submit to that lonely, dreary 
Hf(> w ith an easy resignation and elieerfulness which 
non our hearts, and made each of them a fnend — ■ 
jmning, if proof wcie needed, of what excellent stufl’ 
this Osmanli nature is made, and to what admirable 
purposes it could bo turned, if the master mind to 
fashion it veere, as at Kilia, everywhere at hand. 
Now in one, now in another of these charming spots, 

28—2 
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we sat down and |nu‘lied our f*'!!!', and Inul uiir 
lunch or supper aJfn'mu the yuiunj duv'ui*^ i»n de- 
green, and whiling away th*' time with ginsi h et hn- 
feiis and other innt)oent iVoliC'., wan* time-, tiU a I »tf' 
hour, when the moon would rise and peep at u-, as it 
stealthilj" and coqtiettishly, throtigh her enrt.dn of 
cloud‘d. 

One more somewhat longer ext’ur>.inn I i.t'uftm'tl 
upon in the early days of May. and hefure tny 
quarters at the Hotel Potak wevt mere tlutii he- 
spoken, and even then T travelli’d as one who looks 
upon his time as not his fn\n, an<i fears to Ik* mi>.s«)d 
from hk post at the veiw moment hi-, {n’oenee might 
he deemed most necessary; though experiencL* might- 
to teach us that no man here Ix’low is iudispens/dih*. 
and the world will, under all ciretmislauces, wag un 
as well without as with any of us. I went fu* a day 
to Broussa. 

It caunot be said of Constantinople, a-. Dr. .Joint* 
soir said of Scotland, that “tin* best siuht h( sin in 
it was the way out of it,” for any vi lief one may fet ! 
at the pinspect of quitting the place is end altered h\ 
the thought of the diseondort wlii<‘h nut-'i in t d*' at- 
tend upon the journey. Bh'oni Peui to Ihou-.-.a then’ 
ib barely an eight hours’ distance, hut wm g( t n\er it 
b}^ means of locomotion inteir'cly Turkisli an . I 
steamer of the Imperial Ottoman line, cRmtha! tii 
suffocation, as far as Moudania, iind a -low coach, 
chosen out of a score of quaint, jHiniitive, r.iinslmckk* 
vehicles, from the latter place to your destirmtion — 
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fclie city of the Mysiaii Olympiis, Broussa, the cradle 
of the Ottoman dynast3^ 

Your Eastern fello^v-travellers contrive to make 
something vmy like a pigsty even of a decent French 
Ifcbsageiie.s or of a well-conducted Austrian Lloyd 
boat. But V hat must a steamer be that plies under the 
flag of the Crescent and Star, and where what 
max <*aii Oriental refinement ” is condensed and 
packed together within the limits of the naiTowest 
possible space ^ Picturesque variety of feature and 
cumple.'tion, gaudiness of colour, endless quaintness of 
garb and costume — all this there is in abundance, but 
you lick air and space to enjoy it, and the gratifica- 
tion of one of the senses involves the severest ordeal 
for the other four. You have to pick your steps 
over the squatting bodies of impassive Moslems ; 
YOU have to nm the gauntlet of pushing, elbowing, 
jabbering Giaours. You soon feci as if you would 
give a kingduiu for a few inches of gTOund. One 
half of the deck is set apart for the Turkish w’omen’s 
pen ; the rest is swathed in by awnings and curtains, 
which lolf you of land and sea and sky, and your 
alternative lies betwoeii being stifled under canvas 
and bribing tlie steward for a perch on the plank be- 
tneun ihe paddle-boxes, where you are scourged by 
the wind, scoiched by the sun, and smothered by the 
most villanous smoke men ever deemed fit for fuel. 

Ko matter ' You are out of Pera ; you have 
pa.'^sed the Seraglio Point ; you glide into Marmora, 
past the “ Isles of the Blessed,” or Prince’s Islands ; 
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you steer for Cape Bo/-bunia, sk iu>,~ lie <!u!t >»{' 
Isinid, or Nkoinedi.i, atui tin n, at tin < oil ti! hu 
horns, }<ni die in Mtnukni.i ik\. « oinp d «ih Unh 
sides hy hiiifli inonntniu with tie tjn.it in.i-" 

of Kosehiseh T)aoIi, <>r (ilyuifUH, In twn n tin in ii-. 
head olitteiinu; with it'' loy.il uowu of'^itnw 
Moudania the consich rate (*ieek'' h.nt sp.iiui lou 
the sights and siuelK of tin ir tow u You ju« lutdi-d 
at the pier outside tin walk, an fought ioj hy the 
drivers of the e\pei t.int taniagi'i, and an ioifunali 
enough to find a stat in one of the In-t, togither 
with one of those uhiquitoiH Kngli^h a^tdioupUs 
whom the dread of hrouthitN ptiiodu.iil} huiidiiH 
fiom their Rnglkh homes for lum mutulH m the 
yeai ; <uid away you aie up, up to tin tt>p of the 
ridge, and then down, down into tin plam o! old 
Bitlivma, and at last, just half an iunir 1 h fore sun- 
set, you roach its capital, while, afni a siioit sipiah 
bling for cpiartm-s at the Hoti 1 iln ^rutu t Ih iup< i uu 
look out and wondm win tin i you aie •'tdl tui ( iitli. 
01 wbethei it is into he nen that \out .uidfoitmn 
has wafted you 

The happiest leginns foi inoitilsan loum! whi it 
the heat of seini-tiopnal sun i-, ti lujiiid I\ iln 
tool iiioistuio o( oMihuigiiid '•now iiioiiL! on- 
Fioni his fiist landing at Moudaiua i tncdlii' 
sensations aie the same as Im s \]>i in in in m h th 
when standing at the foot ol "Oiin gieit -lupt of’ tin 
Alps or Apomunes- sa) , on tlie plain ol ihsttim m 
early spang, or in any of the Jjoudmrd or Jhi dmou 
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i summer. We have 
)n, the same wealth of 
nel of wild floweis, the 
id mulbeny, the wide- 
mt, with a few giand 
ourcd spot w'hich has 
1 of the ancient forests, 
ipus are the milk and 
utter — with which this 
;0 be running. Nature 
nothing lovelier than 
[uaie nules of level that 
The city itself stands 
of the plain, and in its 
ant mountain, its many 
p to their crests, while 
1 for the snowy summit, 
featuie in the landscape 
;ay, or from some culmi- 
) which had withdrawn 
tep as you neared it in 

i done on the evening of 
hat I had only one day 
) betimes on the follow- 
ibout tow’n_*>'.d Cbuntry 
[ and early-to-rise Turks 
a of life. Here and there 
le doorw'aj's, hardy men 
blankets on -which they 
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Iiatl slept ill tlie open air, and i’uW»ud tlu'ir cr»s rt** 
they sat on their erossod leys, nuunhliu^ tin u iHinti* 
ing prayer. lEcic a door y as open, tliou* u wiiiilovt ; 
fii'st to stir wore tlio women, pattoriiig about in their 
slippers. As if to foster tlie illu'Ujit that I wan 
somewhere about Como or ]-li'rgamo, suit far frt»!n 
our hotel 1 jiassed a silk mill wlnn* bliuk-intd 
girls, brisk and murry as Masuoni’s '‘Lueia,’ uew 
trooping in by himdreds, their ■unveihnl faces reveal- 
ing them as Greek or Armenuui, fur Turkish yonteu 
do not work at the factories, but junt do a little 
cottage i\ork, spiisning and weaving wit hits the 
sanctuary of the harem. 

Santtuary, indeed I The stupid yashmak, the 
blank seclusion of women, are the !Mu-sitimati*s 
ciiise ; the real obstacles in the wmy tsf his piiigi*.*ss, 
and no good will come to Tuikey till suiae John 
Stuart Mill, or Lady Salisbury, invades the TuikSsh 
home, proclaims MMmen’s Puglils to tlit' Ihiminuts, 
tears oft'that veil, the thickness of wliuh is projim- 
tionate to the ugliness of the fa<e it is int ,int t'< 
conceal, aird puts down that polygann whuh is a 
nuisance even to those who prof ss tit ki < p u tip 
a luvury. Domestic intimaty bet wu ii woman ami 
her master theie is but little in this cnuntiv , -01 i.i! 
intercoiuse thoie, of < curse, can In uom 1 roar 
veiled on board the steamer lutw the pour, ptiit-up, 
ciosely-stow’od-aw'ay wives, t-unduvd fium their 
husbands, could fare under tbur awnings dtirnig tlm 
five hours of the voyage from the Strait to the Lav . 
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I kacw tlio separation wonld have been as strict and 
inexctrabk* had the passage been of five days’ or of 
five weeks’ duration ; and I thought of the dulncss 
of which our ladies complain when they are loft to 
their own duuving-roum devices daring the short 
tpurter of an hour which custom consecrates to their 
lords’ relaxation at the close of a long dinner’s attem 
tioii upon them. Tlio necessity for each other’s 
companionship is for man and woman equally eon- 
Htaut and reciprocal, and it is the disregard of this 
fact that degrades the Tuik, and causes his race to 
sink to so low a level among civilised nations. 
Here again, at Brous&a, among those early risers, a 
proof of the little sympathy between the sexes, of 
the little regard of the stronger towards the weaker, 
occuiTcd to lire. A w’ell-to-do household on their 
w'ay to the country met me at the town gate. The 
head of the family rode in front, a gentleman in a 
uiany-coiled turban and furred overcoat, mounted on 
a fine ambling steed, and armed ■with his long, old- 
fa.shioned firelock, and after him trooped a lot of 
women and children on mules and donkeys, with a 
long train of beasts of burden, ivith slaves, luggage, 
and furmture, the whole string of animals tied to 
each other’.s tail, all following the guidance and im- 
pulse of a single will. Let the journey last ever so 
long, it might be safely betted that the man at the 
heafl of the caravan w'ould not once turn round on 
his saddle, nor address one word to any of the 
human beings he had in tow. The relation is as 
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between master and .nIiivc*, and the Turk v\ ill never 
understand that love, devotion, all die 

best instincts and faculties of man- -di'pi ml tni fr» > - 
dom for development. 

The upper towii of Broussa is an intensely Mus- 
sulman cstablisluuent. It was one of the enrlif't 
settlements of the Osmanlis in the lauds of the By- 
zantine Empire, and it continues exchistveh* iMohani- 
medan to this day, the Greek and Armenian 
Christians and the Spanish-speakiiig d uws huddling 
away in the suburbs below. I must say one feels 
some respect for the Turk when he lives by himself, 
unaffected by contact with other races, and true to 
his primitive habits and ways. The ■-in'ht of a man 
in Flank garb at so curly an hour ^i'etui'd to '-trikt* 
the good people as unusual, but there was ii<r ill will 
or indiscreet curiosify, no niifiiendly .surprise e\ inei d 
at my approach, and the slight bow or wavt* of the 
hand, or half-miittered word meant as siihitatiot,, u.is 
invariably returned with stately eourti sv. Xay. in 
one instance, as I stopped before a niarbk* fountain 
with three largo spouts, at one of ilie ijatt s, ,uid, 
pulling ofi‘my hat and gloves, plunged my head into 
the deliciously cold water up to my neck, a vuifrable 
green-turhaned Hadji, who chanced to pa-s on bis 
steed, actually drew rein in pure sympatliy vitli ni\‘ 
primitive ablutions, and utteri'd sometbing about 
“Allah,” which I believed I was perfet'tly justiiieil 
in taking for a “ Bless you, my son 1” 

How delightful it was to lounge up and down 
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tliosu ravinorf, in uu<l out of the gates, all aloue at 
that early inuriiiiig, to wander about the place witli- 
out a i'tih't-(l<‘~iihHr, or even a liandbook ; to vonture 
into the lau'ious windings of tboso narrow streets, to 
eonie unovpfctedly on the dilapidated walls of towers 
lun! ba'-tions ; on the broad gates flanked by semi- 
cyelopoan masonry, on the ruins of some lofty mosque 
shattered by the great earthquake ; to gaze down 
upon the plain and the hills and the far-stretching 
biihurbs, long straggling clusters of houses over- 
topped by enclk’bs domes and minarets, interspersed 
with the cypresses of eometerics or the fruit-trees of 
pieusurc-ganlens ; on the long ledges of white rocks 
lined at the top with rows of brown wooden dwell- 
ingb. Ilow lovely was the scene in its morning 
ih‘shnf'">, in its spring youth, the slight haze dis- 
solving in tile I'ays of the rising sun, ]>eace and glad- 
JU“<s and luxuriiiuce ewrvwhere blessing this land of 
irreproN^ible verdure, flven if driven from Europe, 
even if for >,‘Ver <lenied the very sight of the Danube 
or the iMi.sphorus, one may fancy the Turk tanying 
in his downfall at this his old home of Broussa, 
ami 'Solacing his grief ibr all his other losses in this 
“ biighte-'t gem" uf his former diadem, oven as the 
Mttor, wlun the thvscent had to fall back from 
T«*ii-dt> atid Cordova and all Wpain, lingered with 
desperate ibndiies- on his last possession, Clranada. 

There weri‘ the mostpies — the Green Mosque, 
iMurad'h atid Bayazet’s ilosques — and the Sultans’ 
tomb, to be entered with slippered feet; the relics of 
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those old Sultans, their helmeted crouii'i ijud the 
tatters of their mouldeiing ekuk‘', to he itf'peet» d; 
there %vere bazaars and silk iinllh, and tin, leiuoun i1 
hot baths to be visited: some of the piants 'suth 
which my morning stroll had made* me familiar to be 
gone over again. Either lire old Turks or tlie -VwIk 
who came with thorn vcie great artists, for uii' or 
two of those mosques and niausoltiums are eiitainly 
wonders of mudireval urehiteeture, quiie grand, 
and far more interesting, than the proud edifice ^ v liich 
Mohammed and Solyman erected vlitii tin nenuis 
of the conquerors took file by contact with tire iipir 
intelligence of the races which they came to subdue. 
There is nothing mme admirable tluin some of tin' 
porcelain ornaments vith which tin* walk of tho-e 
ttmrpies and tombs are covered, or than the paiirkd 
glass through Avhieli the liglit comes in at tin w iu- 
dow^s Unfortuirately, even those relics of a better 
age, wiiich have survived the hacoe oi' tiuii, an 
sufterirrg not froirr man’s neglect but from his rapa 
city ; oire of the beautiful clemidunes rn porulaui b\ 
which two of the wdudows in the tondi adjomiug 
Murad’s Mosque rn the Sliii Kigui -.ubuili cure 
smmourrted has clisairpeared, being sold pi’obabl} by 
the Mollalrs to some of tiro araa/c’/os, or 
ioleins, who prowl about like ghouls seeking wind 
they may devour. Our Greek dragoman, PtiiekH, 
w'as so enthusiastic rn Iris admiration of the n mani- 
ing dcnri-luno that he expressed himsdf ready to buy 
it at 200f. He might have safely ghen with 
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tjertaiuty that in Paris or London it would fetch 
five tiinos that '^uni. 

Wo h,\tl i-ono through our town work before lunch, 
anil dtuiiig that meal we airangod a party for a ride 
up to the iirsl plateau of Olyinpub. The prevalence 
of mud or du^'t in Peia, and the lack of diversions 
in that town, especially in the evening, liave a ton- 
demy so to throw together the guests of the Missirie 
Hotel a- to pronujte feelings of goodwill and corn- 
rath ship among tlnm. Several of those with whom 
I was I Hi spi jiking terms in that well-known hostelry, 
thoiigh I knew not their naiues, and could not long 
n‘ine!u1iii,r thi ir fa< es, chanced to meet at the Hdtel du 
!5ifouf 01ympe,and it vas with five of them, German 
and i’highdi, that I stiirtod for the ascent. Wo 
erosstd {he ttnvn in all its length at a hand-gallop, 
mid, thriading our way through narrow’ and steep 
streets, w'e soon humd ourselves in the open, with a 
very nnioli stony piith winding upwards before us. 
The juountaiii on this side is ail a mass of green, 
low Inushwood for the mort part, hut with clusters 
of insiunifiet nt old oak, beech, and chestnut trees 
licic and tht le. It took the best part of two hours 
ton .11 li the pl.iti au, our horses coming to a halt at 
fr« fpimit interv.ils to tiike breath. Beyond the first 
platiau, the guides ti'Il you, there are three more 
plateiuis, lait the reality is that another hour’s ride 
will take a traveller to the spot where ho must part 
tvith his Imi'se, whence an hour’s walk will enable 
him to reach the snotrvy summit. Our goal was, 
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however, only the fivs^t ])lateiUt, the lioiu 
k t-o viibt mid Miltlimc that one eaiumt >!’*• nhat 
hubincsis nuy man can have to j>nu'et<l {aithtr. 
imlehH ho hopes to catch Jupiter napping at the 
top. 

The plateau k an Ai]i’' or pa'-tun mound open 
to the feoixtli and east, a natural meadow wuh •'ol'i 
grass, studded with wild dowers at thi-' Ma''OU, 
fringed with brushwood, and only shut in in tht 
rear by a ledge of rock, through whitdi wind-* the 
path to the highest [leak. The s]!ot and its air were 
paradise; we strewoil on the gras^ as earjieU the 
overcoats we had taken with us as \\iap]«rs. and 
lay there for aboA'o an hour, neither warm nor cold, 
in a trance of unalloyed tiijoynunt. Bnnisva jind 
pait of the i)Iam were lust to ^iew, hut the panoraiiia 
of level country and muunt.dn region was hoimdlt sn. 
Before us, for away on our right, thin stotehed 
the broad skeois of Lakes Abulionia and Manya-, 
the former eons])icuous for thi lofty island in its 
middle, and, farther still, the lilm dunn of tin Sea 
of Maimora, liounded on our right by the motnnain 
ridge which parts tiiu Biiy of Moudania from thi 
Gulf of I.smid, and in the rear of it, in a uorge. 
Jenishehr and the Lake of IsinL, or Old .\jee. 
From the very summit, we wen' told, with the aid 
of good glasses, one can see Constantinojyh' tind tin 
Bosphorus, as well as Mount Ida, and tin Darda- 
nelles, and tlie short's and adjacent isltinds ot‘ the 
Troad ; but there can be too mu<-h of a \!ew, as of 
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i'Vrry t>thur gotscl thing, and as wo toiled, not ■without 
ditlieulty, on nur duuin\arcl way, we felt confident 
that wi* had eliinhed just high enough and not too 
high. 

On the fivllowing morning wo retraced our .steps 
by <‘aiT!agu to i^Eoudatiia, and by steamer to the 
Kurakeui Bridge, landing at the spot where we had 
fnd)arko<i. Wo had boon recommended to follow 
another routt.’' from Bvoussa oyer the right-hand 
ridge to (hnniek, tlie view frotn the top of the ridge 
being (h'^cribed as of imsurjrasjsed grandeur. But 
the road there is not passahle by carnages, and a 
ride fratii eial to end would take at least .six hours. 
The morning dark, besides, and the fog, which 
every u here between the Straits is a frequent visitor, 
would have destroyed all chance of a grand sight. 
{)f tin- darknes.s of the mountain mi.st which en- 
veloped all thiug.s tlu’oughout our drive from Broussa 
to Muudania I should deem it superfluous to give a 
diseriptioii. I\o}>lc who have their abode in Eng- 
l.'tnd know what a fog is, and do not care to go from 
home tt» see it. 
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CHAPTER in. 

THE <OVTA>. 

co3i»G evextsj. — rRixiiim. -ini'mv- - s..[ r wn in-ri* •»' 
lllH or Jf\Y. — .V *<110111 .STIUOC.IJ !A'>\ U '-.i.' 

THEOCIUCY IHE I.IST.— I'.VSK \r !'! 1. 1,- \ i \ 

With the opcnino" Kpim<? the <*i}tij.Ntrt.[iht.‘ Mhiofj w-v 
had all so long' foro&een and fmvtnld. at In^t 
destined to bi'eak out. Tiio Clovi'rnmont i«f AIhI* 
ul-Aziz, and Abd-iil-Aziz hiniM*]!, nu't* Piiinvui, 
and Turkey began tho cxperiiucnt of a iicvs ^hand 
Vizier, a notv Slinistry, a new »'>ultan. 

There were notin CbnAantinopIo the eh men! h oj' 
a popular revolution. The expeeret! dianu'i i cmid 
only be the result <tf a eonspinu-y. 1’in pt eple, 
indeed, had much to suffer, for fi\ii u.ir and 
national banlmiptcy wi*re upon thuu ; tla nonpay- 
ment of the coupons due in A]tril, and tla with- 
holding; of the .salaries from public ^cuarUs had 
camsed a distress in the middle and louir rarjk’- of 
society which gradually reached the higdu-r. The 
Govei'nmont of the Poide had heen for the last ten 
months, and was still, contending with a imn'o handful 
of ill-armed mountaineers. It had raised, and Wita 
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riusiug against them an army which towards the 
eud of April was more numerous, if not better 
equipped, than that which it had mustered against 
Busbia at any period during the Crimean War. 
The resources of the country in men and money 
seemed utterly exhausted, and all the efforts of the 
Minister of Finance to come to terms either with tho 
Galata banker’s or with the European financiers 
failed to procure him the means of carrying on the 
public expenditure from day to day. No one was 
paid. There were moments when even officers of 
high mnk, oven foreigners in the Turkish service 
accustomed to receive their appointment through 
the Imperial Ottoman Bank, had vainly applied for 
their usual romittanco, and then it was that the zeal 
of tho most ardent Turkophiles was at the lowest 
ebb, and the cau^e of the ruling powders and of the 
Sovereign at their head seemed hopeless to all men. 

The people, however, endured and made no sign. 
Tho teaching and example of European opei'atives 
now and then urged the workmen at the arsenals, or 
the , stone-cutters at tho nfew mosque which the Sultan 
WiW building at the cost of £T.2,000,000 on a hill in 
tho roar of Ms palace at Beshiktash, into some feeble 
attempt at a strike ; but there was hardly even an 
approach to serious disturbance, or it was instantly put 
down either by the dismissal of the men and by 
closing the works, or by the arrest and transporta- 
tion of the ringleaders. At other times trials of 
woman’s power were made, bnt not with much 
vot. u, 29 
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better cffeck Cim of \\ ivc'., <Irt u-fb t hn t .r i im he r^i 
of minor State funotionariut. .mil pi tty ua-le-mni 
and mcclianic‘5 would invade now the , now 
tbo Serasticrate, now even thi of tin Sul- 

tan’s palace, and cry out'* that then imn lu lived 
no wages,” that thoie was '’no Itve.id for them- 
selves or their children.” But untluug tatiu of it. 
The women were allowed the ]wi\ih.g<‘ of ih<. ir .mv. 
They screamed till they were hotir-c. and vurc 
suffered to go back unmolested, paeiiiid by* piomisi’s 
which could hardly be fulfilled. But il i*- diilicult to 
say whether oven such puny demon''ti.tiinus sprang 
from spontaneoxis impulse, or whether tiuw uirr 
simply the result of the instigation and bnluTy of 
parties interested in spreading alu'iu and (reatmg 
the idea of a popular discontent which no dou!>l 
e.\i&ted, but which would never have found an utter- 
ance had not the movement been got up by thi* 
Pasbas in opposition, or even by some of tin' actual 
members of tbe Cabinet who were preparing tlxe 
blow soon to be struck. 

By a strange occunence, I received, louaiih flu- 
end of April, a warning of what ua'- coming, | 
wallied one fine afternoon, from Candilli fu-ni--- the 
hills ixp to the top of Boolgoorloo, tin hill ahove 
Scutari on the Asiatic side of th* Bo-iphuiuc. i 
had with me an Amciican, Mr. Aoirii, of the great 
gun manufactory of Ptemington «iud Co., fre<iueiitly 
a companion of my early spring excuri-ion-,. As "nt' 
drew near the summit of the mouutaiu famous fn* 
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le panorama it esliibits o£ the Strait and of a vast 
xtent of the Soa of Marmora, we found there a 
-\irkish officer of high rank reclining on tho grass 
vith two younger men-^one in uniform, the other 
n plain clothes, in such garb as is now common 
among the young students or Softas of La Jeiiae 
Tarquir. The officer who had come up with these 
two sons from his quarters at Beylerbey welcomed 
us ■with true Arab hospitality ; gave us a drink of 
water, and we had with him a long conversation, 
w'hich revealed in him a well-educated and travelled 
gentleman, able to convey his ideas in excellent 
French. Our talk turned on a variety of subjects, 
chiefly political, ilc complained of E33^1and’s de- 
sertion of the Turki.sh cause, and of the increase of 
Russian influence over the Government of the Poiie 
inevitably resulting from it; and we lamented the 
condition of the country, which it was natural to 
impute to misgovernment, ail agreeing that matters 
could not proceed on the present footing without 
bringing about tho utter rain of the Ottoman Em- 
pire. '‘Yes,” said our friendly Bey, “there must 
he refoiTO, and there must be change, whether it be 
pacific or violent— and mark you, gentlemen, what I 
tell you to-day. Wait till tho 18th of May, Old 
Style, and see what happens then.” We tried — or, 
I should say, my inquisitive American friend tried 
— to obtain some explanation of this so positive and 
particular prophecy; but the good Osmanli would 
tdi! nothing more, “ Look out for that day,” he 

29—2 
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again and again repeated, “ tlic 18th ni ,M!iy-~oki 
Greek and Turkish stylo, the 30tb in ytnir L.itiii 
Caiendai* — and you shall sco what you hliall m,‘>‘ ; 
and he requested me to take down the dale in ni} 
memorandum-book. Tlic man, wlm had been pleu^atu 
and humorous up to this moment, became now grave 
and earnest, as if most anxious to impro'^s upon iH 
that he was neither jesting nor attempting to lioax 
us, and I observed that the son, who wore no mdlurm, 
evincod some confusion and turned pale, as if alarmeil 
at his father’s imprudent communieativtno-*'^. 

Notwitlistandmg the evident rcspe<‘t<d>i!ity of the 
man, and the insistence with which he proved up(ui 
me the importance of his vague prediction, 1 paid at 
the time no great attention to his saying, for the 
expectation tliat something of great eoiNequenre 
was about to turn up was being spread in a variety 
of quarters, and there was no doubt that some plot 
ivas hatching, to which my friend the oilict r, with 
many others, might be privy. What stria k me as 
very odd was only the so distinct appointment of a 
partieidar day for the anticipated ci'ent, u day which 
happened to coincide with a date dear to all 0.''niaalis 
— the anniversary of the taking of Constantinople by 
Mohammed II. — and a day which was as yet wore 
than a month off. 

The first day in May arose and found us still 
under the influence of tlie excitement caused by the 
announcement of the murder of the tw o Consuls at 
Salonica. It began to be w^hispered about that 
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Softas and low-class Mussulmans were purcliasing 
revolvers and daggers with money supplied by persons 
plotting the overthrow of the Government. For 
several mouths, indeed, a very alarming stir had 
been observable among the Softas. By this name 
the Turks designate the students who are initiated 
in the upper branches of religious instruction in the 
mosques. Like the Fellows in an English Univer- 
sity, these students constitute a corporation long 
after the completion of their learned pursuits ; some 
of them supply candidates for the offices of Imams 
and Mollalts, but many hang on society. The number 
of these priestly vagabonds, some of them of the 
worst description, is very great in Constantinople — 
20,000, on the most moderate computation. In 
Stamboul, we were told, they were insulting and 
threatening the Greeks and Armenians, bidding 
them prepare for imminent death. Travellers were 
leaving cii masse, resident Europeans were sending 
away their families, and incessant applications were- 
made to the Embassies by persons apprehensive of 
approaching danger. Our diplomatists were sitting 
in permanence, and were said to be acting with tho 
greatest energy and unanimity. The presence of 
European squadrons in the Bosphorus, and the or- 
ganisation in Pera of a Frank Yolunteer Militia, to 
be supported in case of need by men-of-war crews, 
it was thought could alone allay the general alarm. 

On the 10th, it was reported that the Softas were 
parading the streets of Stamboul with cries of 
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“ Down with the Grand Yizier !” On tin* ihlltuvlnt!!: 
day those Softas, or students, hondod hy their 
or masters, and !)y some of the nr ductors, 

to the immber of .seroral thousands, wa're in undis- 
puted possession of the streets of Stamhoul, and 
crow'ded round the Porte, clainourina for the removal 
of the Grand Vizier and the Sheik -ul- Islam (tr 
Hoad of the Mohammedan Religion — and mixing 
with these cries loud denunciations again\t the 
Russian Ambassadox’. There w'us no attempt at 
resistance on the part of the Govcrnimnit. In (lu> 
afternoon of that day inforiuatioji iMme xieruss tlie 
bridyo that Mahmoud Nodim Paslia w'a*- no knigt r 
Grand Yiziox*. On re})airing to Ids (dlitt' at tlie 
Porte, Mahmoud was xnet by one of iho aidt'^-de- 
oamp ox piivate Noci'ctains of the Sultan, uhit 
politely and in his Imperial lu.isttiS iiaiui n- 
quested lam to delivei up the Staie-M il \n fur- 
ther explanation wa> net ei--.it iHaliinoui! imdf a 
profound obtisanee, and t omplu d \s itlt !u' a < 1 1 i,ii - 
desii’e He then etilhd fu his laitia,! . uid uulinut 
any other escort than lus doiui Ntie afti tul iiits dion 
hack to hi- lanpie, and xsas tou.d nt j\ t.i In- 
country-hou-sL at Rcbck, wIk te * la -oun hb ru uds 
pioceeded to a inoie or less utliim iit i m 1 in -Mint- 
iskxncl of the Arthipdago Milttuud Ru-1 di w t- 
theii sent fox-, who soon foinnd i in w mitf.-tic, i<. 
calling Hussein Avni Pasha fu.m In-, (u*\<jnm<nt 
at Broussa, enti-Ubting to liim the War Dt imnuieitt, 
and appointing Midhat Pasha Mini-tir widimn puii- 
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folio. A new Sheik-nl-Islapi, Hassaa HairouUah, 
also came into office, and thus by a more ministerial 
crisis tins first storm was laid. 

All’s well that ends well,” is, however, only a 
sound maxim when one has reason to feel sure that 
the end has surely come Turkey had now a new 
Government, and the Softas had become a power in 
the State But was it certain that it would be a 
beneficent power, and that the Government they 
had set up wras the one best suited to the situation 1 
Tlio name of the Softas had been till lately a word 
of dread. At the time of Mahmoud Nedim’s pro- 
jected reforms in December, 1875, it was said that 
these students apprehended in the contemplated 
measures a curtailment of the most valued privileges 
and immunities of the class to which they belonged ; 
that they were appealing to the fanaticism of the 
people to rouse them against the Christians, and 
threatening these latter wfith massacres and incen- 
diary fires A batch of them — about thirty — ^had 
been tlirown into piison in the early days of January, 
in toirsequence, it was said, of their turbulent con- 
duct, and it was added, ludicrously enough, that 
some half score or so of their number had been 
thrown in aaeks into the Bosphorus. Later in the 
winter they were said to have gone forth hr bands 
to Bulgaria and other provinces, and to be stirring 
up the Circabsians and kindling the plundering and 
nrurdering passions of these savages to bring about 
the excesses and atrocities of which the report was 





THE EASTERN QUESTfO X. 


soon to startle the worhl. Thf 11th o} "Miy rnf-ird 
the Softas to the hoijrht of popularity. it- m. o o- 
jneiit, it was suit!, wa.s a poat'i'ful mio— ilio’i'iii th- y 
had bought so m;uiy rcvolvoiv - It hnd a politit-al 
and not a religious eharaeler. tiiougli i!t'’ Soft-!-, ar.- 
“ divinity and law students of a superior eln--. in a 
coiiinmiiity wher<’ divinity uihI lav. are one and the 
same thing, and though tliey obey the inilueuee of 
the ITIenias, divinity doetors, wIiom' ».‘\eltnivi; nili,< 
is the Koran. liVtl by pru-sts, these priest Hues, we 
were told, had hehi meetings in tln‘ tiiospues ; th. ir 
deputations delivered into the Suhan's hands I'ati 
tions whidi, harked hy their impo.-ing proees.-i.iiis at 
the head of a wondering niuhitmle, had noted b.n tin 
abjoet fears of a oraven inoiiareh vitli sutlieiem power 
to work out tin; desiretl eifeei. 

The men who had been planuim^ ami vtre now 
aeannplishing the revolittioji, the men v!io had 
aspired to power and were now ura'inii'j,- it--t'ef‘ 
Pashas — the iMidhals, iiussein ai.d t'leir 

frionds — well know wliat iii.'tnitui in s the Softas 
could befconwj in their hautk Th. y look, li ujuai the 
support <tf tlio Jinny :is insiiflieient. jind tlry e-mld 
not reckon on that of the utterly d. morali.'.-d ;iud 
helpless people. After the iidl of tin .hiiiis.eiih's, 
the Pashas imsonod, there w;is m; povu-r in the 
coimtiy to epual that of tin,' Sofuis. Arbitrury 
political rule was based here on blind rt.'liuious stih- 
mission. The vices of the Htate. luul their ixiot.s in 
the corruption of the Church. The cle.'.pot was in- 
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Tiolablfi because he Avas invested Avith the character 
inflihihlo PentiiF. The disorder admitted only 
(if ouu tiviiunent. The antidote must bo souo-ht 

O 

Avhen> th(A ]ioisnu lay. The enslaA’ement of the 
Avas the result of the perversion of Koran 
truth. Jhit tiny, the Softas, Avere the interpreters 
of tlu> Koran. They kncAV that the “Book”Avas 
the luAV of light and freedom ; that the Koran did 
not countenance tyranny ; that both its letter and 
its spirit hrouthod abhorrence to it ; that it hallowed 
and enjoined resistance to it; that when the suc- 
(Hissorof Mohammed abused the authority which Avas 
conmiitted to him for the people’s good to work evil 
to his pcophi, it hooiuue every good Mohammedan’s 
dutA’’ to oppose hiin. 

This i.s Avhat the Softas AAmrc made to undertake. 
'Jlny Avere said to he the salt of the earth; they 
Avoro the only educated class in the Mohammedan 
coiumunity, the depositaries of sacred knoAvledge, 
t !u‘ vindicators of eternal tinith. They Avent to Avork 
calmly and dcliborately ; they proceeded AAuth firm- 
ness and unanimity ; they conspired in the light of 
day. When their mind Avas made up they Avero at 
no loss for tlu! means of coin'cying it to the Sultan. 
They km;w enough of tlicir Sovereign’s character to 
fee! sure that he Avould not Avithstand their unarmed 
intimation. But they AA'ore prepared for the Avorst. 
TIm'V had provided themsolA'cs Avith Aveapons ; they 
AA'ere organised ; they felt strong in their compact 
determination, and AA'cro secretly made so confident 
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of the sympathy and support tif the .inuy .w to ka^t? 
a certainty that either there would he iu» ''truyuL uc 
only a short one, and of no douhtful 

Their work had only begun. They Imd, as ut, 
won only one battle They had jdaitd the man of 
their choice at the head of the Clnireh ; the) had 
entrusted the reins of the State to the ni(»st honour- 
able, if not to the steadiest hands. But thev hiul 
not yet the Prime l^finistcr the)' r<H(uircd. t « 
few days, it rras expected, and Mehemet llu'^lnii 
would be only too happy to resign the StaK of isiate. 
Midhat was to be their Grand Vizier— the man who 
was hold enough to intimate to Abd td-A/.i/ that i 
Sultan must roign but not rule. Ami tlu Nultan 
would accept Midhat. There was iif) ntei-dtv the 
Sultan would irot submit to under tht nillmitmMd* 
his fears Already persons will aujuaiiitul with 
the palace described the Sovereign as hauiitui b\ 
incessant terrors; pacing his \ast apart m« iits vw.th 
feverish re&tlessno.ss, listening at the ilooi-, ami 
window’s, epraking at every sound. Ahd-ul A/i/ w )-• 
coni[ue‘ied ere the signal of stilfe was gui ii jfi 
Avouid submit to any eonditioii ; for In nadd not 
fight, and he Avas Avell UAvaie that lu- AtiA < uiim hs 
Avould not fight for liim. Should In , how . \ u . sht )W 
any stuhbonmcss the Softas had aJioadr modi tin ir 
terms With the heir apparent. Abd-ulA/.i/. would 
he deposed, and his nephoAr, Murad, aaouIi! nign iu 
his stead. 

This is what the Softas said to any who listened 
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rhom. They wore now the niosfc popular of men ; 
the people harboured against them, as 

jnore faction', and bigoted priebtlings, had made 
room for fetdings of a totally opposite nature. They 
might be seen now mixing with men of all classes, 
walking arm-in-arm with members of the Greek or 
Armenian <*lcrgy, courting the notice and seeking 
the intercoui'se of European acquaintance. They 
laughed with courteous benevolence at the fears their 
late menacing attitude had inspired. Nothing was 
further frwn their minds, they said, than any design 
hostile to the Christians. The change they con- 
templated was purely political, and had nothing to 
do with religion. It was for the benefit of all Otto- 
man subjects, without distinction of race or creed, 
that they stood up ; and the first word they would 
write on their standard of liboiiiies was perfect, uni- 
veraal toleration. They had no enemy in the country 
but the Sultan, or rather the system that made the 
Sultan such a ruler as he was, and by bringing either 
this or any other Sultan to his senses they were up- 
holding a i;,iuse which was equally the Moslem’s and 
the Giaour’s. 

.yi this sounded very plausible, and it carried 
com i( tion into many men’s minds. “ All that the 
Softas ciy for,” I heard a distinguished European 
re^'idcni say, “ is Tiukey for the Turks,” But that 
i'i precisely the point, the definition of which is so 
puzzling Wliat is Turkey, and who are the Turks 1 
The diffieulty here originally arose in any endeavour 
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to reconcile tlie conqueror with the vanqui'^hed rare, 
to establish the dmit de vo/ujiii'fr on a butt in':’ (nne 
patible Avith the droif do Tiiiu the Turk', 

should deal as they liked with Eimqu'uu inuaii^raut- 
might be deemed reasonable ; lait it luU t tjualiy 
eA’ident that they had a right to iin|Ki'.e their nil! 
as a laAV upon the native nou-MussiiIm.m pupulatiiiii, 
in the estimation of Avhoni they, the Turk-' tin m* 
selves, Avero still, after 400 years’ domiuiuu, ue n ly 
intruding strangers. The Turk.s oeeupit.d tin 1 iiid 
by the right of the strongest ; unios.s tiny l.•'t.llb[i''lu d 
a rule that made the A’-ampiidied their bretlin n, ilu y 
must not wonder if Bo, snian.s, Bulg.irinn'., and oibi-rs 
aiApealed to force fora roA'cr.'.ai of what the fortmit of 
war had inflicted on them during titur sAiituiii' of 
galling servitude. This is Avhat the Turk'' m \( r un 
derstood, and Asliat the fioftas, uith tin tr ei\ <>f 
“Turkey for the Turks," seemed little lu ♦•onipr< Im ltd. 
It Avasnot merely ju.sticc,buieV( lienee, and huiiuinii^ 
that the Christian demanded at tlie i\Iii‘...uhu.iji\ 
hand.s ; it AA-as perfect political nml n ii^it m ' n jui ft v . 
andhoAvcouldlhishuohtidncdfroiii.tuA (ni\< ima* id 
the )Snftas might set up f ifuA\ (‘mild it b. v , mi- 
ciled Avith the Kuian ? Even for tiu .Mohuiuiui dan» 
tiiemseh'es the o.-'inblislmient of lil-eial in'.utiuTns 
ATOuld prove an impuiclicable undi riakimj;’. In all 
ciA'ilised countries tho gt'eatot ellbit’' un neukd to 
emancipate the civil laAV from the tnumtiels of n-li. 
gious authority ; but here the Koran Humnu d up «It 
civil as Avell as religious law. Were the yoiiaij the 
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men to allow the promulgation of a civil code for 
the State, limiting the authority of the Holy Book 
to the precincts of the Church % 

The experiment of reconciling priestly ascendency 
with liberal institutions was made in Rome thirty 
years ago, and the result was a war between the two 
principles, of which the world still awaits the final 
issue. Counsels of justice or expediency have done 
something to soften the cruel injunctions of the 
Koran; but there can be no doubt that its letter and 
its spirit are incompatible with the promotion of 
equal liberties. Take as an instance the massacre of 
the two Consuls at Salonica. The whole Mussulman 
population of that city is driven to frantic murderous 
fury by the intelligence that the conversion of a 
Christian girl to Mohammedanism is objected to by 
her eo-religionaries. But the conversion of a Mo- 
hammedan girl to Christianity should, according to 
the Koran, be punished with death to the girl herself 
and to any who had a hand in estranging her from 
her creed. There you have a sanaple of a Turk’s 
notions of i-eligious fairness and reciprocity. The 
Turks are no bigots, it is true ; their practice is, as a 
rule, better than their doctrine, They are not ad- 
dicted to proselytism; they despise men of other 
creed.s too much to care in the least about what may 
become of them in another world. Indeed, they are 
a jealous people, and they probably grudge a Giaour 
the charms of the houris in Mohammed’s Paradise 
as they rob him of the sight of the faces and figures 
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of their women here on earth, ihe Itu i- 

there. There is tht' princijih* whieh .u i'on!pli''hi’!l 
the Osmanii’'^ eom^uest. The ^rUKiuhliMl t ‘hi i^f i.iu 
rmist cither embrace T'^lamisiu or iu put to (hath, 
unless he piu chase his life by the payment of a tiiinue 
— i.e. by enslaTcmont and vass.ala'j;e. 

The Turks cared as little about ooveniitej; as about 
converting their new subjects. (Sati‘'ii<.d uith tL-' 
exaction of a tribute, they allowed evtiy taci and 
creed its self-govornniont. The Jew s, ilu* A rut* ni.ui'. 
the Greeks, and, in later times, tlie Latin'-, e.ui-'t!- 
tilted so many distinct (‘oimuuuitie-' : and n- ilu 
Mussulmans themselves put up with a 'Oiutign 
w’ho is at the same time a Jiigh piiis), -o f)n\ 
allowed or directed these non-^Iussuhu.ui (ominu- 
nities to organise themselves under tluii O'-putni 
ecclesiastical hierarchies Besides tin I’a'ha i5n 
Caimakan, the Mudir, and other i^rn-'snlman autim 
rities, the Bulgarian, Bosnian, Go tan. Me. h.ol fie 
yoke of his own patriareh, <*\areh, r.ibbj, oj wha- 
ever else was the title of liis high-jiiit m, i>n bi- n< i k 
Theocracy seemed destined at al! tiim-' to i>. jh- 
rule in the East, and the prie'-t of (\n\ d. ntinhu,i 
tion only tempered by bis interfen tu s* du It ii 'Im* '•> 
of IMohammedan domination to bis fiotk on t‘f<ndi- 
tion of claiming unbounded authoiity ovi r sin m foi 
himself. The only freedom to v hicb ( 'hi i>.t ians w t re 
allowed to aspire aimed at tho extension id the 
ascendency of their priesthood, and we were giavely 
told by European prints that the Bulgarians had iiu 
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reason to complain of Turkish rule, inasmuch as they 
had lately obtained “ the emancipation of their church ” 
— i.e. its separation from the Patriarchate of Con- 
stantinople — as if the interests of the Church, and of 
the Church only, made up the sum of all human wants 
and requirements. 

Suppose the Softas triumphant throughout, would 
the Divinity students, the MoUas, TJlemas, Cadis, 
and other religious and civil functionaries meet, on 
equal terms, in a common chamber, the Greek 
patriarchs, the Bulgarian exarchs, and the other 
members of the priesthood ? And could anything 
like a liberal, or even rational, legislation be expected 
from such a motley priestly assembly 1 This was 
what we wore at no distant period to see. But, 
meanwMIe, the system of the Ottoman Empire rested 
on the total want of education of all races and 
classes, on their gross , ignorance and superstition, 
and their consequent incapability of combination and 
co-opera 'on. Priestly rule had, perhaps, been 
hitherto the best imaginable. But light had begun 
for some time to dawn upon the people ; it had 
roused them from their lethargy, it had set them 
against an intolerable state of things, which 
hardly admitted of reform, and cleaidy pointed to 
revolution. These Softas were rash enough, or, 
we may say, disinterested and high-minded enough, 
to give the signal for radical changes. Were they 
prepared to carry on their movement to its remotest 
'usequences ? Would they favour the development 
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of all those dements by A\hii‘h a new oniff itl 
might arise out of the eomiilete dt^ore.uu'' (mh nl 
the old sysiojn ? Were tlioy pnparul to adviiou- 
ledgo all the equal rights uf their idlo^\-(iu/^ n-. i o 
efface oven the very name and n uu mhiaiu i *4’ 
Modem and Giaour, and to know uf no oiln! (h - 
nomination than that of Ottoman subj, eS'' Tin \ 
had acMeved their storming of the iia'Uih . W ould 
they proceed to the convoeatioii of tlu St, in « 
Genoz'al, to the aholition of all ela^s or «.Lste privi- 
leges '' Would they plaeo a civil !.n\ ahou- n ai h of 
all Gcelosiastical institutions t What might tsotn 
out of a revolution inaugtnated on sm h It rni'- ii \v!K 
difficult to foresee; 1 nit what Musurtaiu w.i'. that 
the old Ottoman edifice must eitlnr he tlmiougliiv 
renewed, or it would !ne\ itahh fall to piet * ' Tii' 
problem v\as by v\hnm the work of lUti r di molinoii 
was to be attcmjded, and tywlaim tin* t I'k o}‘ n 
construction might have to In (iitin-tiil Th' 
Softas congratulated tin nisei V( - on ih< [ui'.lii and 
bloodless natiue of their adiu vtmeni. and il . ; nei-i 
uuqucsiiunably desert cd llie woilif- ajipLai'i Dnlv 
we know’- of iro country wlun. levnluiiom h e,. (•. * n 
effected with rose-watm. Wa- Tiula \ ii)» on. 
community to which we wmre to look fm aidi an 
iinpz-ecedentcd plicnoinenon ! Tlno lav tie qic s- 
tion. 

Of this nature W'ore the rdiectious sugei'Od bv 
that first stage of the Turkish n volutimi. .\l<;t!i> 
while the 10th and 11th of iJay were days d* gi, at 
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anxiety at Pera. The little Engli&li colony, haunted 
by the sense of impending daugex', sent a deputation 
to Sir Henry Elliot, to inquire what provisions had 
been taken for the protection of their lives and pro- 
perty. The answer was tliat the Mediterranean 
Squadron would before long anchor at Besika Bay, 
outside the Dardanelles, and that the stotionaire, 
or despatch-boat Anfclojie, would receive the rein- 
forcement of another vessel of the same description, 
the Covhtirice. The same precautions were taken by 
the representatives of other Powers, Avho, as I 
before stated, were sitting in a permanent com- 
mittee ; and it had been settled that at any 
signal given from the roof of the culminant and pro- 
iixinent Russian Embassy, all the crews of these 
little men-of-war should row ashore and fly to our 
rescue. A kind of rough-and-ready international 
guard was in the meanwhile being hastily organised, 
and in the evening of the 10th wew’ere all clustering 
before the entrance of the spacious courtyard of the 
Ilu''sian Consulate in Pera main street, where about 
500 Croats, enrolled by Count Zichy, the Austrian 
Ambassador, were assembled, and apparently quar- 
•* 'ed for the night. Giim and uncouth the men 
/re, and hardly less forbidding in apjjearance than 
.•chc Turks themselves. Their m-esonce, however, 
there and in the street, especially '^out the premises 
of the Russian Ambassador, who was supposed to 
run the greatest danger, and had received many 
ominous warnings and thi’eatening letters, had a re- 
VOI* II. 3^^ 
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assurin'^ eillct, aiuUu .tiuln..! !, Uithi.iii 

(listurbant*i‘ T!h itai" ihi ms*! rii'ji’.ifit 

\.uusheil With lli* ittnni ft iii\ 0 >,, ut ii, h, 
whiio-lurH ua d vi m tluf iii>' .1 u* 

voivcv iu <i "hop \vl\cri i hai'p' in <! !>* , -■ ‘ ui-j' *t 

Cliripti.in uli>» vvns lu'jfiihn,'- uiih fh> i r!»!iiif|i about 
a ‘'iuiilar weapon. juMia ' m tl luiu. ‘ ‘ usf oij 
o.iitii tlo you Furuii^h* ' bii) pi-loF t 1 ' 

UKiu-^ buy till IU bii'.iUM tht\ ..0 iw od tl i]i> 
Ohii''i'uius but v»u C’hii'Ji.i:.-* !i n f ! c-in i » ;■ ir 

u-’. h i" Hot with you. last vsoh ou! < • t*. \ uoiu ui, 
that W(' h.ut aoiuu!)!-. u:*! : a i:4 our- 

^‘hoNoftln Suit ill it wiHb' .! > ’,v H 'It i.tin.i-fiir 
u- ‘ So boldl} oilt'pMkr tl It u! ( It !\!i >i\ :m Tuikty 
boroiut . mboiui num at |>iii}h|it .Ui *. o tic uio-l 
tiniuiwitli thi i» t kit "'Ji' ‘it ih til 

Soiiutlhn'4' onuri'tl hnwi i. < tin . t! ■ 
lu UMtiii' of onr jit ii|tli but ili- 1,"]) 1 1, o jinti' 

of no lono ihiMiii-u Xu l.iu'io • 'fhioiu 
ami hm wih, Mi. ami Mm niimnn Ih; wto or. 
tlif It»lh at StUiibnul. <i ti„ tb » t !,'tti!i|f*l 
Mo-'ijUl of Suit >11 X.tllUtil, t. 0' )| t’u d it, ini 
man Pioft'"'!ir, wlio had In i ii i-u -w ; i usi > (uj'i *yi*f! 
in !in iiitiTualtimal t olU _•( ,ii .1* < u> o; X 'rinkmlt 
lad, who had lnau t\jit!Kd tioru thit < oil< j* ibr 
mjHouduct, n-'toonmul hm litt n.-fru* tm , ami jwunt- 
J114 him <;ut to tin- hy unit ) H, imd tuu. '■ 
there! there is the laaii whti Wiiiitt tl {o luake tiu* li 

Clmstiau.” TJu. wurdswen witretjy spok* ti whyim 
mob of Softa?, and other ihual;» h pivs.'^ed U|wn list 
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German and iiis English friends, and it was not with- 
out a serious struggle that some police zaptiehs^ 
happening to come up just in time, were able to 
rescue the strangers, who were taken to the police- 
station and there kept, as in the only safe haven, till 
late at night. A vast and noisy multitude all the 
time crowded the adjoining sfreets, till at last it 
became possible to smuggle the prisoners away by a 
back-door, and across the bridges, air escort of as 
many as twenty zaptiehs being deemed necessary for 
their safety. As a result of this occurrence, visits to 
the mosques were for the present forbidden to Chris- 
tian visitors, and indeed wo were recommended not 
to venture across the bridges without urgent neces- 
sity. Nothing hostile however appeared in the 
countenances or behaviour of the Turks I met, either 
in the streets of Pera or on my long and solitary 
ranrbles about the country. 

The evil moment passed, and people began to be 
ashamed of themselves, and angry with their neigh- 
bours on account of the gi-eat scare they had had. 
There had however been sufficient cause of alarm, 
even independently of any dread one nnght have of 
an outburst of Mohammedan fanaticism. 

There was, unfortunately, no lack of active ele- 
ments for a sudden, general, and violent disturbance. 
Various circumstances— some of them of remote, some 
of recent date — ^Iiad contributed to give iheproU- 
tariat of the city enormous proportions. The sinking 
• fortunes of some of the wealthiest families and the 

80—2 
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tlie provinces , and the police, always inefficient and 
corrupt, had been fuithei weakened by the impos- 
sibility of supplying the zaptiehs with ammunition 
for their Snider rifles, and by the substitution of 
Millie niuzzle-loadeis taken from the arsenals to 
which they had been consigned as useless since the 
Crimean war. 

In so vast a powder magazine as Constantinople 
is at all times, it is easy to imagine what explosion 
wmuld be the result of the application of a match. 
In the midst of all these real and imaginary plots 
and counter-plots, and with the passions of a part of 
the populace raised to so high a pitch, one may fancy 
what effects could bo expected from any riot or 
chance alarm of fire, or even wilful simultaneous 
incendiary attemjits, which should suddenly rouse 
the poinilation fiom theii sleep. The fear, in my 
opinion, wvis far greater than the danger • because, 
ill the fii^t jilace, the Turks are, on the whole, a 
good natuied, lazy, and indolent people, aad neither 
sanguinary nor fanatical, till their worst passions are 
aroused, and it is questionable whether the Softas’ 
appeals to their bigotry would have found an echo 
anywdiere, except among the ranks of the vilest 
populace ; because, in the second place, Pera and 
Galata constituted a separate Christian and semi- 
European colony, where the Turks were only an 
insignificant minority, and where they were well 
aware that the Giaours, aided by the steepness and 
parrowness of the streets, could offer a veiy effectual 
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iVHistiuif'C, it' t'h'' .ui'l ( , »(i iij]’!,! • » 

tluniWi'U es, u> tli<>y H-nv ''In li;, 

(»i’ ntilisiny t]ji* I'lfUicHt' vv!ii)-l; 'u.- y-i'iU'j* i jcisi ut 
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dospatrli-hoiifs in luirliour woiil.l ".iij'piy i*e tho 
(.u'>*’a?ii'!:U)ou ot' a, (.’liri-itia’i nuht'.i. iJui tlu' rvil 

O 

lay in tlu* fail that I’om aja! ti.iUto w* iv v.-altliV 
tnuliiiy* plaof', and in any ini’, pii at tlu- 

tillc in the hauk'i, iho "ilk. jrw- i'-ry, .jud yo,>d< 
in the .diops nii,:^hi t<*nipt f*"- ru]>)<lity it*' !uU''ij of 
the Chri-^n’un U'- of the MohaiiilUf d e.i i.i-i' , •'(;?/*". nad 
detenuith,' :i joint attack of ad c. 5 iU'';>t kink f-r 
o'niii to tile ruin of purtioo. ,.f tio, cocai.tirity 
who had aiiythitri 1,0 I'oo. 'i'i.i tit *t hi Ih ra 

■was o'iveii !*y rlio Dpor?. (i-.t ilidouadr.i, thi.i itv,- 
Sot's, •(< and ti:.' Mu'^ithii.ui roic^i". wici vooc luicd 
hy thrill, V.oi'r hiiyiiio y, ha. lid ollifl* 

Wt'UpoIi'i at the iU'moUlri--’ d.''p': ho? it 
{Misiid. anti illdrod pi'o^ni, ila: i;c < hi','! i (.!!'. 111! 
their otvti sido, di<] it'i! ’•ojn.'iifi idi'.atii Jii..; e» !u;o«y 
pi'-lols, kuivo'., otie Mt'I-- ai thi-. iiiTro. ; r . I'i !\ ’.id in 
(diri>tiii!i porkris O' llua'i ai'ieo' >■;’ ti," i-, one 

de.M:ri|iiioii o-trntatiouhv .'I'l' <> Nfi.-odoian 

belts. At 111} Iririid till' Sofia sai«! li o Mod' \it* had 
as much reason to fear the ( !i,u>ui> as do o kairi h;ul 
to di'uiul thu roriaer: hut the faci was that tl.e Wfdl- 
lo-du-ptjpvilaiioii ii.'id o’ood orsiund to if afraid id* 
either, or both. Therein ehietly lay tier porplexity 
of our diplomatie and eousnlar i>( ov^'ry 

device they mi|^ht resort to for our protecHon, Im«I 
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to take care into whose hands they trusted their 
anns, lost the force that was to he organised for our 
defence should be turned to our injury. The Austro- 
Hungiuian Ambassador, Count Zichy, for instance, 
thought he could easily muster up 2000 Croats and 
other Slavonians, Austrian subjects, most of whom 
were employed as roaidmakers, coal-heavers, and in 
other similar capacities ; but, although the majority 
of them were sufficiently inoffensive, there were black 
.sheep among them, as in other large flocks ; and not 
a few of the robberies and worse outrages, of which 
the police, as a rule, took but little notice, might be 
traced to some of these stalwart strangers. The 
Italian, the French, and other colonies would have 
yielded, if not stouter, at least more respectable con- 
tingents, Unexceptionable, as well as undaunted, 
fighting men could also have been recruited among the 
Scotch or English operatives at the naval and artillery 
yards of Hasskeui and Top-haneh, were it not that 
tliese good fellows lived out of Pera at some distance 
from us; and the generality of what are called British 
subjects were Maltese, a race of men who, whether 
deservedly or not, did not enjoy the most enviable 
reputation in these Eastern regions. 

I have entered into all these particulars, because 
the panic of which, as I said, we were all ashamed, 
or at which we were disposed to laugh after the 
event, was turned into a subject of violent political 
csontroversy, and General Ignatieff, who was at this 
paoment the butt of the most savage attacks of our 
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Turkopliiles, was charged with fillin'* his palace at 
night with a bodyguard of ‘<t‘%crul hmidud .Munic- 
negrius and Croats,” all this (Ufiusixt ])n^taiation 
being “wicrc ca \uiii\ to foiie, ii pussibh , iipou 
Europe the false impression that the ’Ttiiks i mnot 
keep order even in their capital ’’ I’ln Aml5<issa(ior's 
“ hod^’^guaid” was, in shoit,stigniatfst d as.ui " .u ted 
lie.” Bo it so. I am not lalUd njnm to di fend the 
Russian Ambassador from the inpait.ttion of li. s, 
either acted or fepoken. But tin '< rtuko phil. s 
should not forget that they t\ere among tin* im ndn is 
of the deputati'm who roprestmttd to Hir lltnry 
Elliot that they did not deem tin nist h t •> salt ijh- 
out the piesence of the whole ilcditt iiam ,tu tk t \ it 
the eniranecof the (toklen lloni,uud that Sii H« niy 
Elliot, uhen apjdied to hy a lady nho kt pt a lio.ud 
ing-bchoul foi gnlsiii the ( Irand Rue, iskiu-^ win thi r 
she should bleak U]> the e'jlaltlishim nt and disim-s 
her pupils, sent a\ouI in tetuin thu "lu « ould 
answer for nobody’s saft ty.” Muk tint tin sniii 
Sir Henry Elliot wroto to Ifi^ rniisnl. .sii I’lnhp 
Francis, ad\isiug him t<i eountumand and j>(tstp,.ii( , 
sntc d/c, the solemn ojioning of iln pnti v Inti n w 
English church at Kadiktiu, Ibi aim It tin Nth b h 1 
been appointed, lest theu-Kinonv should . 4 i\( ,,il, in < , 
and bo looked upon .is a cliallcugt totln Mussitha.tns 
The Consul wisely obsoned th.il smli .ippulnn- 
sion-, wore unfoimded, that it was too lati* nuu to 
stop proceedings, that there wie hmdly ,my .Mussul- 
mans living in Kadikoui, and iliose .it Scnt.iri \iere 
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m/t likely to knew or hear aiiytliino' about the 
iuteiiiit'J iiiani,anMtio!i, much less to object to it, and 
lino 11} , that any c\hiliition uF il-ar could only make 
mfittcr" uorst', by ‘'Ui^yistino doubts and difficulties 
about the extwisc of a li^ht which had never beou 
(ii-iputcd. 

All was tluH arranged for the opening when 
Sir llinry Elliot, still anxious for the public safety, 
HtTit sSamli''Soij, in', timt dragoman, to consult the 
^linistcr of the* Police, Abdi Pasha, on the possible 
coiiNcqucnec', id* the colcbratii>n of the harmless cere- 
mony. The Afinhtcr aiihwcivd, a.s a matter of course, 
that ''ho knew of no hostile feeling against the 
Cl!ri''lians. juul ehpccially against the English ; but 
that, ntuTtliclcss, in the preseiitmood oftho popula- 
tion of tlic uipit.d, it uas perhaps as well to abstain 
fr(fm anything wliich might be construed into a 
demonsliution.'’ Whereupon Sir Henry Elliot sent 
a me>s.tge to Ivadiktui, that *‘the Minister of Police 
foibadc the opening of the thnrch.” 

'{'hi-, imacly provts that her Majesty’s Ambassa- 
di>r ua'' not at the time as free from uneasiness, or 
<t> linn in his resolutioiiM as the Turkopliiles do- 
scnbi d him f fr did not lafuse to summon the Eng- 
lish tieet to ( uustautiuo])le because be thought its 
servitfi might not be needed, but .simply because he 
kiUiW that its entrance into the Bosphorus would 
Iwuc ])een a breach of aU existing treaties, and, in the 
meanwhile, he did all he could do by sending for a 
second despakb-boat, a Httio in-egnlarity for wbieh 
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there were fortunately some precedez^ts. For the 
I'est, the honest truth is, that wo wez’e, for the alxne 
stated excellent reasons, all of us as much afraitf 
General Ignatieff was, or ‘'pretoufled to be,” and the 
only one who gave proof of real stoutnesss of hea! t 
was a woman, the wife of that vezy Russian Aizi- 
bassador to whom the “ alarm arising from remorM',’’ 
or the “ simulation of it suggested by evil desigiH,” 
was so glibly imputed. Madame Igziatieff, who had 
only returned fz-om a short excursiozz to St. Petors- 
buz'g on the Monday, was seen on the following tiay at 
Stamboul, graciously showing the great intoiiors <tl' 
the principal mosques to some of the officers of the 
Russian corvette which had bi'ought her back i'rom 
Odessa — a return for the courteous attentions paid 
to the lovely lady on boazd during the pas.sage. On 
her part, and on that of the husband who aJIuved 
her thus to expose herself to any possible harm or 
insult, there might be affectation or exaggeration of 
coui-age, but certairdy no trace of fear, or ]trettiiee 
of it. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE PASHAS. 

usr RVY3 OP ABD-Ut-AZIZ. — HIS SEW CAUIXEr. —THE CATA8- 
TKOPHE. — THE 29tI£ OF MAT. — SKLTVX MUB.VD’s ACCES8£0X. — 
NEW BBOOH3 OX THE THKOXE. — A SQLTAX’S PROOBES?. — A 

surtax's death. 

Sultan Abd-ul-Aziz Khan, Refuge of the Woiid 
and Shadow of God, 32nd Sovomgn of the dynasty 
of Oainan, and 29tli since the conquest of Constanti- 
nople, was not in those sunny May days in the most 
enviable frame of mind. He kept ■wandering from 
palace to palace, from Dolmabacheh to Cheragau, from 
Cheragan to the Yildiz-Kiosk, and from the Yildiz- 
Kio.^k hack again to Dolmabacheh, but neither the 
number nor the vastnoss of his Im]>erial mansions 
seemed to liavo room enough for him and for the 
anxious etires which beset him. He looked down 
from his v* indow, and behold 1 anchored close to the 
Top-haneh .shore, within musket-shot of his august 
and .sacred person, he saw a duubh; row' of foreign 
men-of-war — the Sokol of Russia, the (Jlcdiatevr of 
France, the Fmmdsherg of Austria, the Seglia of 
Italy, the Bittern of England, powerful vessels mo&t 
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of them, thong'll entering the Btrnits nndfr fhe 
modest designation of !n'nu'<l with ihw. 

but formidable guns, and manned by enw'. whii'h 
could in any emergency land an aggregate ibre.* nf 
1500 men, little heeding the mighty array of hi^ 
iron-elads, for ai hich he could muster no men, or of 
his long rows of cannon, for which he knew not how 
to purchase ammunition. So galling to hi.s Sublime 
Majesty was the sight of those gunboat'., lint ujiun 
the anival of the /SWm/', bearing the hut<<! Ihi'-'-iin 
flag, he was seized, if the report may be eudiied, 
with one of his violent paroxy.sin^ of fury, widi h lu* 
vented upon his inotien>ive window-ptun "Ui i'hitig 
two of them with his fist. Ti'Iegram'. ri-acln d liim 
from his Ambassador at Berlin, telling him Imw 
the High Chaneellors of the tluv'e ifinpirt', w< re 
laying their heads together to dmi'-o the tnut'- on 
which he might hope to make p<iu‘ewiih hi' r<lte! 
subjects — tomis to which his coiim nt va' talon for 
granted, though no one saw' by what nuai!' liny 
would eventually he enfoned on the iti'Urg. nt'. 
Prom Stamboiil intelligence wa'. ('on\( vtd to hiin oj* 
an incessant stir among the Softa'. uii'Jiti'tit 4 with 
their firbt victory, purchasing uinis !bi a ren. wad 
strife, plotting now' dumonstrations, organising lu w 
de|)utations, w'hich w'ere to come to him widi Irish 
demands, urging upon him the dismissal of his lnt* ly- 
appointed Grand Vizier, and the ekeatiun to tbuf 
office of Miclhat Pasha — of that same klidhat of w 1mm 
he vainly endeavoured to get rid by bending him to 
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Broussa, whom lie, with no hotter success, tried to 
satisfy by appointin«; to a place in the Cabinet as a 
j^rinister without portfolio, and whoj uieii expected, 
wais soon to be palmed ui>on him as Grand Yizier, 
with his new-faiiglcd constitutional notions of a 
doliberative Council and a responsible Ministry. 

F or somo intimation of this nature, tliis Padishah, 
this King of kings, had to make up his mmd, and at 
no ilistant period ; fox', we were told, no later than 
on the coming Friday, whether or not ho ventured 
upon a public attendance at mosque, the Softas 
would be sure to find him out, and he could rely 
neither on his own courage nor on the stanchness of 
his troops for the means of warding otf the un- 
welcome visit, or of xneeting the obnoxious petitions 
with a resolute denial. No wonder the helpless 
ruler, the dismayed autocrat, fidgeted about his 
vxust apartments, paced up and down his long cor- 
ridox'b like a lion in his cage, worn out with a fury 
which was as unendurable as he knew it to be 
impotent. 

To Hatter himself with the exercise of the mere 
shadow of sovereign power, or to enjoy the bak- 
.sheesh accruhig to him as well as to his minions from 
every fresh xxppoixxtment, the Sultan amused himself 
by shifting his Ixigh functionaries from place to 
])lace with incessant cliange, the nominations filling 
half a column of eveiy number of the daily papers. 
Ali Pasha, who a fortnight since had been removed 
from the Governorship of Herzegovina, to be ap- 
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pointed with the .same rank at Hcut.ni, in Alhania, 
was again tianstciTod from Soutari to ilovtai : Si'Hiit 
Pasha, wdio had I'eplaccd Ali .it i^To^tar, wa^. n « all* d 
to Constantinople as Inspector of Tnlmnals; Dpvdai 
Pasha, who was to bo sent out as Vali of Syri.i, ro 
Burned his functions as iMinhtcr of Fubhe histnu* 
iion, the Decroo which a few days sinro unitt d that 
department with that of Chaiitable institution', hoing 
repealed, and the two portfolios ag.iin soparatisl. It 
used to be said that Ahdis, Pashti'., and othei ollicials 
of iaigh rank, had their homo in tin* saddle, hi inir 
compelled to ride inco'-'santly from plnoo to place ; 
they might bo said at this tiiiut to ii\o w ith a fiot in 
the stiiTup, poipiotually awaiting tin i ounii r-oidi’r 
sure to Como before they mounhti tti *»boy thoonh r. 
This game, how'ovor, cnnld not bi cau ud on much 
longer, the general opiniwi being tlwt tin Softas 
would not put up any moio with tin unpopiilai 
Sultan, and that many dat’s would lua p.^" ue 
Murad Effcndi was binught to Eiooh !Mo'qtu to 
gird on Osman’s sn ord. 

There wars, meanwhile, under great apptai mr< of 
mutual goodwill, no veiy thorough aienid among 
the mcinbcrR of his Majesty’s Conneii. It wn> to 
little purpose that tlic Chnnd ha r, Aldnimd 
Eushdi, had gatheicd togetln r so many < iltl ilmisti i h 
in his Cabinet, unles.s he couhl find the intans of 
bringing them into something like harmony, imle^.s 
he could pret ent their neutralising and ev* imndly 
eliminating each other by their dissensions. A few 



ASJIAS. 


79 


f tile Cabinet, it was confi- 
in Avni, tbo War Minister, 
Dervisli Pasha, for some 
who was to be got rid of 
)ekir, received, it is said, as 
re, a visit from Youssooff 
an s son, who assured him 
consent to part with “ his 
d him to stay till room could 
Yar Office by sending out 
mor to Bagdad. Hussein 
ost, but Dervish was still 
10, and it was impossible to 
ight be contemplated. That 
Minister without portfolio, 
the new arrangement, and be 
iscript subordinate position, 

; for the Softas had not yet 
Midhat was the man of the 
1 bound to them by the secret 
he was faithful to the plan 
d, and which aimed either at 
1 in the Government — either 
1 which should establish an 
t control over the Sultan, or 
iient which should depose or 
Por his own part, Hussein 
5 & for the Softas. He looked 
ments which had done the 
rk, and might now, or indeed 
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shoiiJcl, be broken. Ho was a Pasha ; lu’ ronoiivt'fl 
that it was for tlie Pa.slius to wiolii tho u! 

the State ; a State which at all limes, .hhI t's|icciaily 
ill the present circumstances, wouhl ta.-'k the ener.u'ifs 
not of priests or students, but of soldiers, 1 1 was not 
known which of those advist'rs, ilussoiu Avni, 
Dervish, or others, humoured the Sultan in ]ii> hmy'* 
cherished design of altering* the law <it’ suen >sion by 
appointing his oldest son, Ymissoulf Izzetlin, to reign 
after him, to the exclusion ofhis nephews, flu* suusof 
his brother the late Sultan Al5d-ul-i^b''dj!d ; but it is 
by no means unlikely that among tbi>se who llaUt.'nnl 
him with promises of their co-operattun in this 
scheme, there wore some of tlatse, \siiu were at the 
same time conspiring, and who cvtulmiily accom- 
plished his overthrow. 

At last the catastro]>he was matuiv, and, long as 
it had been foreseen, it came uiKui us uiih the >iiddeu- 
noss of a clap of thunder. 

It was in the morning of the ihuh of .May t'the 
day after the memorable IHth, old •'(>1'*, of my 
Turkish friend itf Booigooriuo) that we receivi rl the 
news on landing at Karakeid Prklge I'rom ijje 
Tlierapia and Buyukdei-e steamer. 

Wo had set out from our summer puariers in ;i 
perfect deluge of rain, some of us trying to make 
out the meaning of the re]jorts of ejiimon wfd<*h had 
been heard from Staiuboul, breaking the siieuee of 
the dead hours of the night. We stopped tit Bebek, 
where the present as well as the late Drantl Adzicr 
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had their yoXis, or country houses, and were there 
joined by the Private Secretary of Mehemet Eushdi, 
who whispered that “ a great revolution had been 
accomplished in the night — that Sultan Abd-ul-Aziz 
had been deposed, and his nephew, Murad EflFendi, 
eldest 8031 of Sultan Abd-nl-Medjid, had been pro- 
claimed.” The news as it circulated on board the 
steamer was variously commented upon, and became 
the subject of friendly bets, but on the whole obtained 
little credit. Presently, however, we were told to 
look out as we approached the Imperial Palaces at 
Dolmabacheh andCheragan; and there, sure enough, 
wo- saw dimly through the blinding rain all the iron- 
clads and other vessels riding at anchor pavoisis as if 
for a gi’eat festivity. We landed, and as we looked 
up towards the Tower of the Bourse, we perceived 
that the funds, which were down at 11 on the pre- 
vious evening, had now risen to 16.32. As we 
crossed the bridge, on our way to Galata, we met 
several squads of the Imperial mounted guard 
in full uniform and witlr gold-laced horse-trappings, 
going up at a brisk gallop to Stamboul. On arriving 
at the British Consulate we were told that the, pro- 
clamation of Murad as Sultan had certainly been 
made in the night, the event being announced by 
firing 100 cannon; and there were discordant rumours 
either that Sultan Abd-ul-Aziz was dead — in fact, 
had been killed — or that he had been imprisoned and 
hidden somewhere, probably on board one of his iron- 
clads. His life or death however would not in any 
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maimer hiwo alll’ctal tilt’ <»! thi-' a^tninuini'4 

revolution, for he had not one fiuiul in iln woiUi, 
and his very eiinutlis Moiihl not ha\t iiili <1 a fui-at i 
in his defence. The throne ua- \ai ant '•o fu as iu 
vsas concenit'd, and the \untls “ llu old i’^ultan k 
dead; lono htl U> the nuv hultan, vi.add ha\t hint 
morally true, etui ii' -Vhd-ui*.Ww hml ioii_ sin<\5\id 
the terrihle ments of that niuht, ih va.s it. duly 
dead as a iSovereign, and the eiyht ot uioii itidhous 
of Turkish liie he ^\a^ said to htu In t tt 

hoaidiuo fui } ears, wire tmt nnhki h to h, hnnt^ht 
into light jbr tiic puhlie uootl. iitnli |noj(!<, 

at hist, incline t<J heiit\t tlie inti Ih.,! in. oj liii ,h iilt 
of ^Vhd-uJ-A/aa liktly to tuin out to h, tost-U, was 
thu iiutiou, Weil or ill toundid, th it Isltnii'm did not 
allow of two Khahfs, or suit t ss.ii' oi th. Ihoplui 
liviug at tile sanu, thin , :i inaxitn wlinli !iia\ now 
be bct aside as evplodi d. 

It was undeistood, as J said, th it in n, d. in, mtia- 
tions in fuoui of hfidhat W( 1 . to h, nisd h\ tin 
Softas on a [uu'idmtr FiuLi'.. i.nt Hi; > .n \uii 
had sjonijicaiitly idnti d to ilu ntiul. kc i- .»! this, 
priestlings that thur husiii(s> v, i' ! . 'i. ni tin 

Koian,” and his duty to “-.wiipth. sn , u. Tin 
revolution had DOW' passed into tin soldi, is into 
the Paslias’ — Iiaiids, and it had an oniphsin d 

without Hring a musket or diav. mu a hWoid. 

The Sultan, as 1 had upiat*. d!y tihgiaplnd. 
(and even on the eve of tin lunt,} hud Ihch 
for a long time iu expetiutiuii uf the fate winch 
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awaited him, aud had endeavoured to evade it by 
perpetually shifting his residence, by avoiding the 
necessity of appearing before the public on his way 
to mosque on Fridays, or by putting off his attend- 
ance from noon to a later hour, and by hiding as he 
best could in the most secret apartments of his 
palace. He had also taken the precaution of shut- 
ting up Murad Eifendi and all his other nephews, 
and keeping a close watch upon their movements, 
though lavishing upon them all demonstrations of 
honour and affection, possibly with intent to do away 
with them whenever an occasion to save himself by 
sacrificing their lives might arise. Fortunately for 
those Princes, the Sultan had neither guards nor ser- 
vants on whose fidelity he might rely, and those who 
laid hold of him were in all probability the same who 
set his prisoners at hberty. 

One of the devices by which the conspirators 
hoped to rid themselves of the Sultan consisted in en- 
ticing him on board oire of his ironclads, and steaming 
away with him to some distant region where efforts 
would be made to induce him to abdicate by the strong 
bribe of an annuity of £200,000. 

As an explanation of the fonnalities observed in 
the Sultan’s deposition it was afterwards stated that 
a private Council was held orr Monday, the 29th, 
atteirded only by the Grand Vizier, Hussein Avni, 
and Midhat, and that it was by this triumvirate 
that the decisive measure was resolved upon. The 
execution was to take place on the following day, 

31—2 
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but at ten. o’clock in tlie ni^ht, JIatiss Pa-^ha, the 
First Chamberlain of the Sultan, received stnue inti- 
mation of the intended cotrp d'6taf, and upon the 
Sultan being warned of it, Htissein Amu was sum- 
moned to tho palace. The Soraskiei' refused t*) 
attend on the plea of illness, but a secouil .summons 
immediately followed, hinting that the Sultan was 
aware of the conspiracy, and domaucliiig the War 
Minister’s imniodiato attendance. In tlie nu iuiwhile 
a Council of aU the ministers ^\as cailed toyr tin r at 
the Seraskierate, to which were admittt‘d many oi' 
tho Ulemas, Mollahs, and other Church and State 
dig’iiitaries. Thci'e the Sheik-ul-l''la!ii, <is {iiM in- 
terpreter of Koran law, gave sentetiet* that thi> 
Sultan could be lawfully dethroned, and th.it iMe- 
homet Murad Effendi, nephew of Sultan Abd-nl- 
Aziz, and oldest son of the lak Sttltan .Vbd-u!- 
Medjid, as tho oldest surviving male of ilie Imperial 
dynasty, should by right ])e called to tlie mu ■» a -si on. 
The acceptance of Murud tvas said to hi (utaiu, and 
tho resolution was approved by the Council witlmut 
a dissentient voice. 

In the meanwhile Jlodif Pasha, Pk-idint oi the 
Council of War — tho .samewlio mni {dum ls77'), 
as War Minister, is wielding the dosiiiuos of iht> 
Ottoman Empiic, probaldy to the iitt< t ruin u{‘ its 
people and sovereign— had been iiistnnted by iln-,- 
sein Avni to make all tho necessary preptiratiou'^, 
and had surrounded Bolmabtieheh Ptdjice with 
troops on the laud side, and with wel-maiined steam 
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lamiches, or Mouclies, on the side of the Bosphorus, 
thus guarding every in and out let of the palace ; 
while Ahmed Kaisserli, Minister of Marine, hsid 
gone on board the admiral’s ship Messoiidieh a lately 
pitrchased ironclad, and a new favourite toy of the 
Sultan, at anchor in front of the Imperial Palace. 

These arrangements being made, an invitation 
was conveyed to Mui’ad, begging him to receive the 
investiture of the elevated rank to which the vote of 
the Council had raised him. The Prince, who had 
been hold as hostage or prisoner at the palace by the 
old Sultan, could not, or would not, at first comply 
with the request ; but Hussoin Avni, at the head of 
two squadrons of horse, repaired to the palace, and 
by the aid of some of the servants, succeeded in 
smuggling away the Prince, and conveyed him to the 
Seraskierate, where, after receiving the homage of 
the assembled Council, he was solemnly proclaimed 
as Sultan Murad V., in the presence of about 500 or 
COO persons, Mussulmans and Christians, who had 
been hastily called together on the spot. 

This proclamation was made at break of day ; it 
was announced to the world by 101 discharges of 
heavy ai-tillory, and by hoisting the imperial stan- 
dard on the tower of the Seraskierate and on the old 
Genoese Tower at Galata. Telegrams wmre at the 
same time sent to all the Governors o*f Provinces, 
and later to the representatives of the Sublime 
Porte abroad, conveying tidings of the auspicious 
event Notwithstanding the heavy rain and storm. 
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the multitude began to ciw'vd tlu giand Mjuare be- 
fore the Seiastioiate, to the number, it uas '•mi, 
of 10,000 to 20,000 

While thx'^ impoitant tiausaction ua‘, being cou- 
bumraated at the Sen af-Id mate, on tlu' otln i •'ide of 
the Golden Horn at Dolmahaduh, Tiulit J\uh!i 
entered the palace, and adeed foi ailnu'.bio)! to Sultan 
Abd-ul-Aziz — who had taken icfuge in tlu' hiuan — 
and piossed upon the eunuchs the necC'sit} of hib 
haring an intmviow with the Sultan. Gl'on the 
Sultan, under the threat of a violation of the wounu’b 
sanctuary, making his appoaraiu'c, tlie P.mha, who 
had with him gcneial offiieis of high laak and a 
detachment of tioops, intimated to him th.it “ it was 
the \nll of the nation th.it he should Ik di jjomsI, and 
that he had fioin that moment tea'-ed to 1m Sultan,’’ 
adding that “he should prcp.iie to leave the pal.ue, 
of which his successor, Sult.in IMuiad, uas to t.ike 
immediate possession.” Ahd-iil-Aziz biokt out into 
a fit of wild rage, called Redif “ a liar,” and di t kin d 
that he disbelieved him, whtiou]>on tin Pash t badt 
the Sultan look out at the rindous, and "almh him- 
self that ho was at the disciitiou of tlu 1 iml and na 
foices, which put all ideas of lesHtanu on hm pul 
out of the (|UGstion The e\-Sult,iuS buy at om* 
collapsed, and he allowed himsGf to In- ibiuitul liv 
watex to Top-Capou, uhoio a tuapuiaiv usidnne 
was made leady for him in the still lemaimng apart- 
ments of the old palace, noai the Seraglio Point 
(Serai Boiunon). 
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An eye-'witness, from whom I had these par- 
ticulars, assured me that the ex-Sultan, on landing, 
seeing that the soldiers did not give the customary 
salute by presenting arms, was unable to master his 
rexation, which he evinced by an angry clutch at 
his beard. He was pi esently followed by his family, 
the Validoh, his mother, his sons, Youssoof Izzedin 
Effendi and the others, and fifty-three boats full of 
women, chilchen, nurses, slaves, and other persons of 
the household. Before quitting the palace, the ex- 
Sultan, through the agency of his First Chamber- 
lain and Secretary, signified to the Council his “ good 
pleasure to submit to the wishes of the nation, and 
to giant all desired reforms but he was answered 
that it was too late.” 

The palace, being thus vacated by the dethroned 
Sovereign, was soon afterwards occupied by the 
new Padishah Sultan Murad was conveyed from 
the Seraskicrate to the landing-place at Sir- 
kedjco Iskelessi, and there he embaiked in the 
State caique which, attended by a grand retinue, 
brought him back to the imperial abode from which 
he had a few houis before come forth a rescued 
pii&ouei. 

Eighteen months previous to this catastrophe I 
had thanced to see the accession of King Alfonso XII. 
to the throne of Spain. I was now present at the 
elevation of Murad V. as thirty-third Sultan of the 
dynasty of Osman. What I said on the former 
occasion it seemed natural for me to repeat on the 
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present. Tlic iie\v Soverei.i?n .'tp|» ared, in .‘iiln r 
case, all that his pooplc eouid (h-’in. and tin* 
Ministois %vhi) were iu-stiuitieiital ni hi- iim miujtt 
he equally said to have a t-uat i.ud in tlteir hand!- if 
they only /know how to play it. 0?i tlu Fiidiix .dtr! 
his elevation the new Hnltan >howid linnsilt' So lia* 
whole assembled p<»pulatioa ol’ ( itn-taatinoph*, and 
I can freely testify that the enthu-ia-ni hi- pr« -« me 
excited was as ovmiiue and unaniiDou- a- fliat uliii !i 
hailed Isabella's sou all alono- his pro4‘U‘— lioni 
eelona and Valencia to Jladrid. ludeed, ih* r«‘- 
joicing of the luas-e- who crowdid tin sticiS- of 
(lalata and Bt.unhoul even iiiiue fu i ttnin .iHov 
than the enthusiasm which im t the Spani-h iiiona)/ h 
at Ills hancling, inasiuinh a- in Spain -oiue mi-ei^iiio' 
niii>-ht aiise in consideration of the imniatnu aui of 
the prince; while in Tuikey the So\t u imt who wa- 
the object of so heaity an .u‘( laumti-m i.iUm hifore 
his people in the\evy [triiite of lift, and, a- It w.m 
thought, in full po-sessiou of mu h fauihit - .1- Pm- 
vidunco had hcstow'etl upon liiut. In i\!r'v oth' r 
respect the .succtssors <»f (liaile- V. 'tnd ol" .Mo- 
hammed Il.niightequ.illy he-.ud toluivc inaitutnati tl 
their reigns l)y the evhihidon of .ill ihoo hi n. \(tli nt 
and gi-aeious w'ords and uH- which .tt ouic o i.( iltd 
them as the men of their age. ilotli of them \u,re 
preceded by the announcement of a gn-at iitrcucii- 
inent in their jicnsomd oxpeiidinne; both Wom 
anxious to lay aside that G-od-Iike siihliinity wliich 
raised tlieir predecessors into beingfi, as it were, of 
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another sphere, and estranged them from the in 
terests and sympathies of maniind. 

The young Spanish Bourbon desired that the old 
form ol' which court etiquette had main- 

tained in Castile from the first to the second Isabella, 
should bo discontinued, himself giving the example 
of that mode of address which common courtesy had 
introduced among his subjects, and the new suc- 
cessor of Osman mmle his first appearance dressed in 
a plain military uniform, in a plain fez without his 
aigrette of diamonds, without decorations, with none 
of the ornaments distinctive of his rank, and he 
moved through the throng, not in the erect and 
statue-like stifthess of a Padishah of former times, 
too high and jnighty to seem aware of tl»3 plaudits 
which greeted him, but bowed to right and left in 
acknowledgment of his people’s salutations, bowed 
down to the mane of his white steed, then raised 
his face radiant with a happiness which he was at no 
pains to conceal, and which he saw reflected in the 
countenances of the myriads of the delighted multi- 
tude. It was to all outward seeming the accession 
of a European monarch that these Orientals wel- 
comed, and tins conceit was confirmed by the order 
which was published on the eve, that persons ad- 
mitted to the imperial presence should no longer, as 
was the custom, accost the Sovereign with their arms 
folded on their bosoms and their faces bowed to the 
gimmd, as if awed and dazzled by the superhuman 
light of a god’s face, but that they should henceforth 
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stand up to tlxeir natural Iioight, and speak .is man 
to man, face to face, the Sultan valuing liis sui>ji.cts 
true love and reverence and dispensing with tluii 
ahject, servile prostration, akt Consiautiuople, us v, i II 
as at Madiid, the era of the Citizen-lvmgh seemed to 
be ushered in. 

The stormy rain and wuid, in the midst id' w hieh 
the overthrow of Sultan Abd-ul-..\.ziz was aeeoni- 
plished, during the night of Monday to Tuesday, and 
which, wo wore told, %vas considered ausj^ieious by 
the Tuiks, was succeeded by calm and genial summer 
w’^eather as the sun announced the IMohauum d.ui 
Sabbath-day. Friday (June 2nd) vas in tiiis in- 
stance a holiday foi men of all creeds, and th< 
business of the whole population of the Jlusphurus 
was to crow'd upon the line of thoiougldiues along 
which Sultan Mm ad had to pass on his nay to 
attend divine service at the moscpie. The Suit .in 
left the Palace of Dolmabacheh at lialf-]).ist ekuii, 
in a state- carriage drawn by foiu English hoi-ts 
He was diivon aloiig the main street of (J.il.a i fo 
the Karakoui Bridge, across the GoltUu lioin, .iml 
thiough the quaiter of the eld Ser.rgiio to the J\d u-i 
of Top-Capou, and alighted at the saactiuuy vlu it 
the Hirkai Shoiiff, or mantle of the Prophet, is pu - 
served. There he was received by the Gi.tnd-Yizier, 
the Sheik-ul- Islam, and a host of Churidi and St.ite 
dignitaries; and hence, mounted on a magnificent 
white palfrey, ho proceeded to the great Mostpie of 
St. Sophia. The Imam there prayed God for "long 
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1 of Abd-ul-Medjid, Khan 
Sultan Mahmoud Gazi.^ 
jan rode hack to the bridge, 
■e on his way back to Dol- 
le palace about four in the 

hat military pomp of the 
up in bright array aU along 
regress, and in presence of 
imperial retinue, unrivalled 
gorgeousness, men seemed 
that one mild benevolent 
motley crowd that pressed 
se’s hoofs. The Sultan’s 
lenian Brothers Abdullah, 
the world ; a perfect like- 
of a mmd and character of 
a favourable but not very 
iltan was in his thirty-sixth 
re brow and fine eyes, good 
hat marred by a projecting 
n. He shaved all his beard 
thin naoustache — a custom 
in his new capacity — and 

about tbe original meaning of 
1877) arisen in consequence of the 
sr it on the present Sultan, Abd-ul- 
lie sense of “ Victorious," and only 
lievement of some actual conquest, 
1 is “ Combatant for tbe Faith.” 
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looked younger than ho really wa?-. lie was unt 
uneducated, spoke French, and was supposed to }3a\f 
inherited some of tho focbloness, with much id' tlie 
uprightness and gentleness, of his fathci-’'^ eharacti i. 
The crowd, however, saw nothing hut ]ieift!Ction in 
its idol of the moment ; and wdiat a crowd it w as ’ 
The squalid rabble front Greek, Jotv, and IMnsItnn 
quarters, the throng of carriages with Padias’ wivt s 
and Ambassadors’ ladies; tho colontN <tf unudily- 
dressed veiled women clustering like bees at or» ly 
window' or balcony; the Moliahs, the dtrvislu the 
Greek priests, and Latin monks elbowing ilieir way 
through the hamals, w*ater-carrieis, vendois of eaki , 
cocoa-nuts, and lemonade, and all the hurly-burly of 
tho Galata Bourse, the bazaar entrance .ind the iand- 
ing- stairs put togethoi — ail tho noisi and bu-tle of 
thice great towns and a hundred %illages blemli d in 
one swarming mass. A man’s hesul woubi whirl 
with tho hubbub, and his bones ache with tin t in'.]! 
for many a day after the festhily. 

With this “his fiist appearance on Ihe inquiid 
stage,” tho new Sovereign had played hK pan, .u:d 
by his Matt, or message, he asdgiiul to hi-, 
the task that devolved upon them. Tin v h.id in liitn 
tho very king that might best suit a ti u« stati. >uiati's 
pmq)ose — one who would do no w'rong, and wi'-lud 
that right should be done in his name. The Hultuu 
desired his Ministers to impart to all his snbjetts, 
without distinction or exception, the blessings of ii, 
“ full and entire liberty.” Ho fiirected them to re- 
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brm the institutiotis of the country “ on a sure and 
)ei'manent basis.” Of the goodwill of the new So- 
vereign, so far as one could make out of words put 
nto his mouth by his advisers, there could be no 
ioubt. His power to carry his benevolent intentions 
into effect was only too soon tested by the dolorous 
suite. 

Not many people on that joyous day gave a 
thought to the lone man, now a captive at Top-Capou, 
wdio fifteen years before had also had his glorious 
entrance, and so recently his ignominious exit ; the 
man whose firmness and energy had once inspired 
hopes as sanguine as any that were now built on 
another man’s meekness and docility. People knew 
that Abd-ul-Aziz was living ; they wondered what 
was left for him to wish to live for ; they wondered 
how long others would think life good for him. 
Barely twice twenty-four hours elapsed, and these 
speculations were set at rest in as prompt, but not 
quite in as criminal a manner as men were disposed 
to anticipate. Abd-ul-Aziz had ceased to exist, but 
had died by his own hand. 

In the afternoon of Sunday, June 4th, a secretary 
of the Grand Vizier came up from Constantinople in 
a steam launch, and stopped at every Embassy and 
Legation, officially communicating this tremendous 
intelligence. Of course the news was imparted some- 
what hurriedly and in a few words, and the particu- 
lars were left to the fertility of the inventive faculties 
of the public. “ The old Sultan,” it was said, “ has 
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cut Ms tM-oat with a imor; he has cut it ^ufb a pair 
of long Persian scissors ; ho Mrs severed hi'^ <\5rHtid 
aidery with a dagger. No, he has plunged the (bigger 
into his heart.” Then, again, of coiUNe no one nould 
behove in the suicide. “Abd-uI-Am,” it Mas sug- 
gested, “ was never tlio man to coiniuit bucli an act. 
He rvas too grcat a coward to find courage o\tJi in 
despair. It was an ewdent case of nmrdor. If the 
ex-Sultan’s throat was cut, soniubodj had cut it for 
him. Domestic murder has at all times bet n the 
order of the day in those Eastern conuunnilit'^. '^fh' 
boM’'string, the dagger, or the poisoned cup of cfjtit t’ 
has invariably. been resorted to, to rid tin head ttf tlie 
Ottoman dynasty of all the incmbens of his i'amily 
who could cause him uneasiness. It is old Tuikiv 
all over again ; oiily in the present case the luuriit r 
has been committed nith indevent huny, atid tin 
fable of the suicide is too clumsy to deceit e t\ tut lit 
most credulous minds.” 

Towards evening, however, .ill tin '( i< polls 
grounded on the knotvn iudifteience of the 'rink" 
human life v'ere overcome, and the luitieulai- ol 
what seems to have been the real n.itui-e ol‘ tin tra- 
gedy tvei'C made laiotvn. Sult.m Abd-uI-.V/i/. ap- 
pe<xrcd to have been so utterly cruslud iuid immbkd 
by the sense of his misfoi*tuno.s as not to h.xte it eoih tl 
from a direct communication with the fortunuu 
relative for whose advancement he liad bicn di- 
throned. On the day after Ms deposition (Wedm s- 
day), he had written to his nephew, congnituhiting 
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Mm, on Ms promotion, assuring Mm of Ms best wishes, 
and at the same time asking, as a favour, to be 
removed from Top-Capou in the old Seraglio, where 
he was first lodged, and conveyed to one of the pavil- 
ions of the Palace of Cheragan, which he had himself 
built, and to the very pavilion which he had destined 
as a residence for Ms nephew, Murad Effendi, now 
Sultan Murad. This latter immediately granted Ms 
uncle’s request, and the es-Sultan and his family 
were taken in boats across the Golden Horn to 
Cheragan that very ovenmg of Wednesday. Subse- 
quently, we were infonned, Abd-ul-Aziz again asked 
to be transferred across the Bosphorus to the fair 
2 >alace of Boylerbey, on the Asiatic side, the very 
i^alace in which the Sultan himself lodged his 
distinguished visitor the Empress Eugenie, at the 
time of her Eastern tour at the opening of 
the Suez Canal in 1869. This new request 
was also favom’ably entertained, but the es-Sultan 
did not j>rofit by this fresh evidence of his ne- 
phew’s liberality. Already throughout Thursday 
and Friday he had, it is said, given proofs of mental 
alienation, jxnd on Friday, at the time of the new 
Sultan’s 2 >rogres& to Stamboul, he had addressed 
.some of the crew of an ironclad anchored close to 
the palace, asking them why they did not fire on the 
sacrilegious usurper? He was seen walking rest- 
lessly up and down his apartment, took little or no 
food for two days, and seemed plunged into such 
deptM of savage melancholy, that-— as on Saturday 
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ho had aimed his revolver at oiii' o!' the oilH-m-h oix 
duty at his door — thu people of his household decuu-d 
it expedient to remove idi \\’ita])oiis heyond his reiicli. 
On Sunday morning- at an early hour lu- parted witlt 
his women at the haroin and shut liiiuselt' up ai! 
alone in his apartment, locking and Indtiug the two 
doors which scitaratu tha hcnrin- from the .■irhuiihd-. 
tho women from the men's aparlmeiit. -V!l wa> 
silence till about iO a.m., wiien the wosueti, who 
could watch their lord from their windows at hi.N 
toilet, saw him fall on a sofa; and raisijig att tdnrni, 
succeeded, with the aid of the ]->ersfais sumntontsl hy 
their cries, in breaking optat the doors, when tlm 
Sultan was found lying ludf across tlm sofa, with his 
feet on the floor, in a great poo] of 1 flood, with ail 
the appearance of recent death. Jie laid, it 
obtained possession of a Mnall htit sh:irp-]Mfl!i!ed pair 
of embroidery seissors, borntwiug them from the 
Valideh, his motlier, for the avowt d puipoM- of 
trimming his luoustuches ; ho lira! with it \ery 
diligently cut oifhis beard clu>e to tht,' -'km. lea^isig 
only tho thick moustache on the up]>er !ip-- prubaifly 
to disarm any suspicion of those who weri' w.itcLitig 
the operation from tlie lumuii w iiulow.', ut- po^^!bly 
to express by that taitwan! sign tho .'.-ii'e .,t‘ hi' 
degradation and depositiun— anti had then deliber- 
ately gone to wmrk, endea\ouring tit eiii the \eiii> o! 
both his arms at the elbow, johifliig in tlie scissors 
■wdth great determination, till he .sticeeeded in sever- 
ing tho ulnar artery of the left, atm, inilieting a 
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■wound or cut wMch must have put an end to Hs life 
in ten or fifteen minutes. He then allowed himself* 
to bleed to death like an old Roman hero, till he 
sank exhausted in the posture in which he was 
found. His face and body were utterly bloodless, 
his skin white and scrupulously clean, and no bruise 
or swelling, no trace of a struggle or violence, could 
anywhere be discovered. At the express request of 
the Govennnent, a professional examination of the 
body was made one hour later in a guard-room on 
the ground-floor, where it had been removed, 
attended by native and foreign doctors, nineteen in 
number, among whom were Dr. Dickson, the 
physician attached to her Majesty’s Embassy, and 
other European surgeons and general practitioners, 
either belonging to the European Embassies or 
Legations, or residents in Pera or Galata ; and these 
gentlemen delivered a certificate, which was printed, 
signed by all of them, to the effect that the ex-Sultan 
had died of wounds or cuts which he alone and no 
other person could possibly have inflicted. Dr. 
Dickson went out that same morning to Therapia, 
on a visit to Sir Henry Elliot, and gave the Am- 
bassador a minute account of the circumstances on 
wliieh the unanimous opinion of himself and Ms 
colleagues was founded. 

The verdict, therefore, w^as,“.FeZo ch se” which 
did not prevent the burial of the body with solemn 
pomp at Malimoud I : ’s monument at Stamboul 
later in the afternoo ' ! , I scarcely need advert to 
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til c fact tliat this was the first iu.-'tinu'u <>l a Huh an 
putting an end to his days, as sniciiio is In" no moans 
pi’evalent among the fatalist Osmaulis. IMany, Iimw- 
ever, are the Sultans who have nu-t with a ’linltau 
death; tln-ee of them were strangled, :uul others 
despatched with dtiggev or poison. Sonu* otlioi's 
Jiave also been deposed or ooinjielh'd to I•t'^ig■n. 

Abd-ui-Azh: thus witlKlrew from all oompotitson 
to the tlirone ho had furfoited, and nont to gi\r in 
another world his ai‘COunt of tho iiKinn. r in nhii'h 
he had occupied it for nearly tiftorn year?' (duiio 
1861, to May 2D, 1876). Tim Huhaii's mu! was 
clearly a ease in which it is dillknih to ajiply tho 
'prodenf, nde of evidence. The imw Sultan and 
his Govermuent did eertainlv henelil iVoni a doath 
in wliich tliey apjuireiuly had no haiul, .\bd iil- 
Aziz could give-* them no trouih'. mn- ouglit any 
uneasiness to have arisini on tfm M-oro <'*’ lii* o.\- 
Suitaii’s son, Yonssoof Izzedin Ktli'ndi. as. inoh peit- 
dently of bis well-deserved nupujuilaril c , rn.ii jiihie>' 
eould only ha\u been lawlhllv calied Of the liinim 
alter the death of Htdlaii .Murad and of .Murad's 
brotbers, six in number. 

Part oi‘ the ex-Sultan’s stm! ol‘ lanvi.- wer" soi.e 
being sold by auction. It migii! have In, cn .taally 
easy to dispose of his feurnle estahlhiimfUi. aitmiuu- 
ing, it was said, to 1 SOU persotis, betMec-n wlint peujh- 
iiniu-opcrly called “wives” — ha- a Suhaii 
marries — and nurses, slave, s, singing and dumdng 
girls, and other attendants. A.s 1 was walking on 
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lie following day in the neighbourhood of Beihos, 
-cross the Bosphorus, on the Asiatic shore, on the 
oad from the Idosfc or palace of Tokat, I met two 
' arabas,” or country carts, drawn by oxen, and 
aden with women of various ranks with children 
ind nurses and negro attendants. My surmise was 
•hat these were some of the inmates of the ex- 
5ultan’s harem, for whom a temporary home was 
irovided in the vacant apartments of Tokat till the 
lew Sovereign or his Ministers had. time to consider 
fthat permanent arrangement could be made for 
shem, in which case other flocks of the same buds 
:ould find their nest in some of the many other 
imperial country homes. Many of the foimer 
\vomcn of Abd-ul-Medjid, and even some of those 
of Mahmoud II., who died in 1839, are stiU enjoying 
the pension allowed them by the civil list. A 
widow or cast-off woman of a Sultan has a high 
value in the matrimonial market among these loyal 
Turks ; those who have borne children to the Sultan 
are, however, debarred from marriage. 

It was reckoned that of £T.200,000,000 consti- 
tuting the debt of the Ottoman Empire, a sum of 
.CT. 53,000,000 had been absorbed by Sultan Abd-ul- 
Aziz during the fifteen years of his reign. But on 
the subject of his covetousness and rapacity, great as 
those faults w^ere, as well as with respect to the 
wealth he had accumulated at his death, there had 
apparently been gross exaggeration. 

Although there never dwelt in my mind the 
; ' ' 32—2 
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slightfist. doubt that Abd-u!-Azi/ diid l-,v his i.wri 
baud, 1 imiist cnulbsK that thotv a\rr<' uf.uiy {(rrMtiis. 
if not at Thfrapia. ooriiiiidy at r>r.yukd»'iv, lU- 
Bisted that hu had fallen a fiilitn t" ila* j* aiMn' ap- 
prehensioiiR of tho.-^e who had depo'.id hini. 'lln ir 
thuory was that, being alunr in hi> :ij>art ni< ia. and 
having' g-onu thfuiigh ids toihi, I’n.' dt. a n wii> 
overpowered witii sleep, tiatundly bioiigh; abuK’ by 
the restless night he hatl |t;iss*-d. and in t:u' lifipli 
state was fuik-n iqion by a'-sa^.-'in.'., vUe*. nfii r mhU r- 
illg iiiui in'-ell'-ible with ehlol'* aMi'!!! lO' s-ani otite’’ 
powerful iuirt'otie, and having him thn- tin ir di" 
cretioii, inilieted with the >ifi'S<'>rs wldeii ibt t tbuud 
on his table ihu.M,‘ (■ut> at l]i> artJi' wirieb . luh d lii- 
iife, taking eaiv that ila-y slandd hav*' i!i< aiye.aMm'e 
of bohig dtaiu by Ids ow u baanl Tli<‘ .'n -iaeiei.s of 
the jiartisans of tld'’ hypotln -i-. on .hi. di i<e li,!.' 
promptness with whieii m* many 
moiled to the spot, within le',-. ihaii an b.iMr.ob r iiis 
death, and on the hii'tr wiili wld' ii Mab'M’ of 
AVar, Hassidii ,Vvni ibislia, tie pr'-'am- <l • ':v- imO'r 
in tile drama, made hl.'> ajipi, araia-i' in tie d.uth. 
ehambur. 

i[y (djjoctions to this Version of the -tmt ate - 
firstjthatit Would evini't; too gi'e.u it nr nt ofeuf,- 
idng ami foresight on the ptiri * .i‘ tit. 
the positive faet tliat tlie e\'i!:fuit,t5» hiui'vlf, ou that 
very luonung, being depri ve<l of all w e a pot i ■h. ! ,vm > wed 
the seksors from the Valideh, his mother, pjeU tiding 
that he wanted to use them tu trim hi- Iward— « vir- 
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cumstance with which his murderers could hardly be 

*/ 

aequaiuted. The theory would imply complicifcy on 
the part of the mother — a supposition unnatural in 
itself and contradicted by the agony the old lady 
evinced, accusing herself of being the cause of her 
son’s death by the fatal loan of the instrument of his 
destruction. The report that she also, in her despair, 
had put an end to her life, was soon contradicted ; 
but she did not for a long time recover from a dis- 
traction w'hich could not be simulated, even if she 
had had any object in conspiring with her enemies 
against her son’s life. 

The downfall and death of Sultan Abd-ul-Aziz, 
which was the work of a few plotting Pashas, was for 
a considerable time alluded to as “ the glorious revo- 
lution, the free and unanimous act of the Ottoman 
nation.”* 

^ As a specimen of a TurMsli syEogism in which, the mapT 
proposition is not proved, and the minor is omitted, I subjoin the 
/dm, or sentence pronouncGd by the Sheik-nl-Islam on Monday 
night, Miij 29th, when the deposition of Sultan Abd-nl-Aziz was 
proposed in fall Council : 

Question. — Can the man who happens to he the Prince of 
llclicveiy 1 )f 3 deposed, wlien, ivithout possessing any Imowledgo of 
political ailtiirs, he has lost the use of his intellectual hiculties; 
when lie squanders the money of the State according to his caprice, 
so that the State and the people cannot hear the biirden of his 
outlay; when he unsettles civil and religious affairs, ruins the 
State and the people, and when, in short, a continuance of this 
state of things becomes dangerous to the State and the people? 

“ Answer. — Yes. 

“ Written by the humble 
(Signed) “Hassan HAiECtriXAH, 

“Whom may God forgive/’ 
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Cl-LVPTEIl V. 

TIIK OOCTt>K!<. 

REIGN OF MFRAU V.— A I'EitKMoXY IiKi'EUlu:!*,- ul* 

THE kgltan’h illness.- -the sLvrinu'F!: "r mi; mimmi i;’-. 

— DE Li'XAtiou cttxsrLnTioNs.-— iti;(',.sinH\ nr 

SULTAN Ar.U-L'WIAMin. — Till: tT'UH.MiiS V iT.Ul " 'K t! !.!i, 

The reign, of Sultan IMnr.u! Y. wji'- drstiutsl i.i Itu 
short, and. could not 1)1 oxpceted to i>c luippy. On 
the 2 nd of Jiiiu- it had hetu nuutuuu'i.'d diju the la-w 
Padishah was, iitvordiug to U'-iiu'e, to proi-M-d to 
Eyoob’s niosqtu*, wliero the reriiuotiy ofeh'din'i Idni 
Avith Osrnmi’s sword, the fonn of ihvi'-i'Muv <*;' ?[»■ 
Ottoman sovereigns, was lo t.ilo' {i!:aa-. h wa- 
postponed for tliat day, ptit ofi‘ i’luia v.r< k to v.,--].. 
and finally adjonnied xint A't . Mtmy rra'')ii- 'iot-.- 
mentioned to ticconni for the dilaw hoy .■uo*<iiy 
othcns, the sad oni' tlait tin; Stihuu .-Huhdy in- 
disposed — aiiiicteil, it na.s s:titi, hy tt foil mt hi" h !l 
shoulder, the sanni eompluini, it may he rememhert d, 
that disabled his predecessor on a memorable eee.a- 
sion, and the same, a.s we .shall see, frojti which iu> 
siicee.ssor has also boon repeatedly .suffering. Lal*fr 
in the .sanio mouth matters looked taore &erit)iiK, 

■ ' Y'l' V" 
hdy‘W'';‘l!'’i; ‘t 
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The Sultan’s boils assumed the character of car- 
buncles, and one of them ms, on the ’21st, cut open 
by his head physician and surgeon, Dr. Capoleone, 
an Italian. 

The real complaint of the Sultan however it 
began to be whispered, arose from his sense of the 
difficulties and clangers with which his path was 
beset, and before which he was described as ready to 
faint, and to abdicate his throne in favour of his 
brother. The task imposed upon him was above 
almost any man’s strength, and Murad had inherited 
from his father a weak constitution, which the indul- , 
gen cos of early life had further enfeebled. There 
was the financial blind alley out of which no issue 
was apparent ; there was diplomacy with her notes 
and memorandums ; there were terrible reports of 
the stdl open civil war in Herzegovina, of the bloody 
deeds in Bulgaria, of hostile intentions on the part of 
Servia and Montenegro ; there were endless warn- 
ings, remonstrances, upbraidings, and even threats 
on the pajf of foreign Powers, and especially of 
Iluissia. 

Still all these were external troubles, and it was 
the duty of the Sultan’s Ministers to take the brunt 
of adverse circumstances upon themselves, and to 
smooth the path along which they undertook to 
coach thoir master. The real disease of poor Murad 
was in himself ; and it i*evealed itself in fits of sad- 
ness, in vague and gloomy apprehensions of personal 
danger, in a melancholy madness, to say it m one 
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^TOr^l, wliieh was in tlu' Idood, hri'i'iiilary. as it 
seems, in tlie later j^anieratioiis o! lie- wf 

Osmau; which mi_!4'Iit hace lu'fii Hahli’ fu (!<'V' hi|) 
itself and suddenly break lait williMut apparent 
causes, but whieb in tlie eU'ie of l\Iurad Mudd la< 
traced to only too cleurand olniou.s Kotin-e-^. Ulurad 
had had his hearl and soul almost cru'-hed out ot 
Mm by ill-treatment durin^y tho lal-‘ yeats of his 
jealous ixnele's niou. iTi* iiad bof-n held a^ a ju-i- 
sonor in his apartiiients at (litraoan .I’aliu*", and 
lived under constant iVars for Ids litc, either from 
violeiufe or treachery, as he well knew ilim hi' d'-atli 
and that of his breiher- wonhl liave pa’veil th.- voiy 
for tho fulfilment of ilie SnifanV d< ^iro-. eiiaollii'/ 
him to insure the evoniua! unmmiiod .,if his, ut 
Ytaissoof Izzedin to the throtie. uiiheiii re'inuiiiy to 
the cles|ic‘nue nnasiirc of vinlaiinu’ the r.-v'ular order 
of .succession. It was in tlie mid~t of tis'-e .dni-it^ r 
forebodings that Ilu>>eiit Avid foiusd .^liuMd. Hheu 
he canio to him at a laio hour, oii that < s , otful oiebr 
of the i’!)th of IMay, wliieii tr;iii-ll;rro.i hifi ;Voia a 
prison in (.’horao-au to a llironc a! noliuaScirlielt. 
Hussein Avid had walked ha-tily iuio lit- I’niw-b 
room, revolver in liand, atid liad os, j, held mu? if, at, 
weapon to ilttrad, tomleritjo it to hiui that la- iid-lit 
use it in his defcnco ou any etnoro't tiey. 1 ha M urnii 
mistook tlie Pasha’s motivt*, tind ihottyht for a 
moment that tluit loaded pistol wu.^ levi-lh-d at him 
with imirderouH intent, and his fintr'' we-rc hardly 
allayed when presently a new sh<)«'k to Itis inawcs 
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%vaK o'ivuu by t)ne of tlxo sentries at tlie landifeplaee 
at. ytanibaul, wlio, seeing Hussein Avni 


party approach in a caiqne, on what he fancied 
might be an unlawful errand, pointed his bayonet 
at the Prince’s breast and prepared to give the 
alarm. 

Th(f now Sultan had scarcely recovered from the 
efft.'cts of tlie eneonntcrs of that awful night, when 
lie received, from his deposed predecessor, letters in 
which entreaties were mixed with reproaches, and 
evmi with some liints that he should take warning 
his uncle’s fate, whoso fall was determined by 
the men whom that uncle had most largely favoured, 
and on whoxn ho had most firmly relied. There came 
thim his uneie’.s violent death, to fill him with vague 
and hardly rational remorse ; and, before two weeks 
Were over (June ICth), that tragedy of Taouchan 
Tsndi, the I'farticulars of which it was impossible to 
withhold from him, and impossible also to communi- 
cate to him without altogether upsetting a mind 
which was already tottering on its seat. 

I ullude to the slaughter of the ministers by Has- 


san the Circassian. 


This Olicrkess Hassan, or Hassan the Circassian, 
a man whom men in Pora designated as the 
“ (Jriental Tropptnaim,” was born in the district of 
Silivria, in a farm called Yapagehee Chiflik, where 
iuK father, a late Circassian cltief named Ismail Bey, 
had established himself, probably at some period in 
tile recent Caucasian migration. Hassan was brousht 
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up in tlio military fccliool at Pantaklij and laui coinc 
out with the rank of lieutenant about Ihrtc uai- 
before. He A\a& sirbsequently implicated in 
disturbances ■ftliich occiurod soon afterward^ a! 
Ismid, owmg to the misconduct of some of hi^ nild 
countrymen, whole culonieb of mIioui the (loveinnu nt 
had scattered here and there throughout the eiu|me, 
to the grave inconvenience of its otherwise peau ful 
districts. Hassan was arrested at that junctuiv amt 
sent to Constantinople, where he was shut u]» in a 
military dungeon for one month. Ife moi* lit< iy 
took ati active part in another Ciren^^ian riot at lii*- 
dosto, but apparently escaped in tins hec(»iul iii'-tiint e 
without punishment. He had powerful frit nd'- at 
the palace, being either a brotlur or a m-jir ulati^e 
of one of the fa^o^^I■i^e^, and, indeed, of the tluid -o- 
callcd “wife” of the late Snitan Abd-ul-Axi/. nod 
mother of one of his children — the "veiy wouiuii, it 
appears, who, from her harem •vunJow, saw the Sul- 
tan fall exlmubted by loss of blood w bin lu put an 
end to his life on the 4th of that tiuaitli, and wifo 
Iierself died, possibly of gikf at her bmeavatu at, on 
the Sunday after. Hassan, ii } oung man of tw ( su> - 
five, was renowned for his prttflcieucy in the ns. (tf 
all w’capons, a dead shot, a master of Jeiice, atiil -u 
sure a rider that ho w'ould undeitaku for a ].<t to 
.shoot a number of eggs as he rode his hor«.( :,t 
them full speed. He was of a slender bitt wiry 
frame, exceedingly stiong, with a red bemd, and Lad 
the fine regular features peculiar to Ms hanclseiue 
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race. Those who saw him after the event fancied 
they detected a sinister and truculent expression in 
liis countenance. His disposition is said to have 
been from early youth exceedingly turbulent and 
profligate. Thanks to the favour of his kinswoman, 
Hassan rose to the rank of a captain and adjutant, 
and was attached in the capacity of aide-de-camp to 
the person of Youssoof Izzedin Elfendi, the eldest 
son of the late Sultan, who was in command of the 
Imperial Guard. After the deposition of Abd-ul- 
Aziz, the War Minister, Hussein Avni Pasha, who 
wished to remove from the capital all persons sus- 
pected of too strong an attacliment to the old Court, 
ordered Hassan to join his Army Corps at Bagdad. 
As Hassan, notwithstanding his promotion to the 
rank of major, witli which the banishment was 
aecom]>anied, disrcgai’ded the order, and allowed 
hiuiaelf violent and seditious language, he was 
arrchtod on Thursday the 16th, but released in the 
evening, having pledged his word that he would pro- 
ceed to his destination on the following morning, 
a ml only wanted freedom to make his preparations 
for Ihe journey. Tam, or Tiyar Pasha, a Circassian 
General, offered himself as security for the fulfilment 
of his young countryman’s engagement, and ho was 
afterwards imprisoned for suspected complicity. 

Upon obtaining his freedom, Hassan, on the same 
evening, crossed the Bosphorus, and went over to 
Hussein Avni’s residence at Pasha Liman, near 
Bcutari. There ho was told that the Minister of 
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War was not at lionie, but would probatny Ix'* at tliat 
moment atteudiui^ .i ctumcil at Pash i s 

bouse, In the quarter of Taouclmn T.ielqiii vSt.uulH.ul. 
Tliitber, therefore, 3 la>s^an rt 'pain'd, an i\iu'4 at Aful- 
bat’s lonal at about ten jj.ta. The t’ouuii! u.t' 
then silting, attended by llie Oiand Yi/h r, tlie W.u' 
Minister, the iMinister of !i\rai ine, am! i ligb d, 

Aimed Kaxsaerli ; Midbat Pasha, President <1!’ the 
Council; Ka&<*hicl Pasha, Ministtr of Kon igu 
AIFaiis ; and Haiet Pasha, ^Minister x\itliour poit- 
folio; ateording to some aeeoimts, thne otln r 
Ministers wmre present. Hassan wore his mufoiin, 
and had on his military (‘lo,ik, undei xvhivli In <oij- 
coaled two revolvers, sivshooters—seim* say four 
revolvers — besides a yatagbaii ,aud a kamiin, 01 
Circassian knife. The ^Ministers sal on the u]p( r 
floor ; on the ground-flooi xu're tlitir men in art*, nd- 
anco — a numerous company. Hassan, on 1 h ini* told 
that ho could not at once see Hussein Ai ni, s.u dt iv. n 
with those people, chatted with them, t*)ok lolfu . 
and vaitod. Haring thus disarnn'd suspaiuti In, 
towards midnight, stoic out tif the aiitt -riiamltt i, 
walked upstaiis to the Coumi! rmom, and fuuud 
tluK', on duty at the door, Selim Agh.i, the h'nni„v 
(h confmnee of Midhat Pasha — by vhem agam he 
was told ho could not see llussiin Axai. Hut .is 
Hassan pleaded urgent business, S( lim v< dunti t u d to 
go downstairs and consult Hussein Avni’s aide ile- 
camp. He wmt accordingly, but he hml .semtly 
turned his back, when Hassan immediately opemd 
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tlic‘ door and found himself in the presence of the 
t ‘oimciL 

lln* Couiieil Chamber, Midhat’s best room on the 
upper floor, was a largb hall with a bay window and 
b,ih*ony at one end, enjoying an extensive view over 
the Sea of Marmora, and at the opposite end a door 
leading to the inner apartments. On both sides of 
this door wore two divans, on which the Ministers 
sat, Kutasein Avni and Raschid Pasha on the side 
facing tlio lateral door leading to the staircase, and 
on the other side, the Grand Vizier and Halet 
Pasha ; Sard Effendi, the Musteshar or Cinder Secre- 
tary of the Grand Vizier, and Mahmoud Bey, Grand 
Rofurendairo of the Council, sat apart on another 
divan. Midliat Pasha had then got up, and stood 
before them dictating a telegram to them. Hassan, 
as he entered the lateral door, found himself face to 
lace ■with Hussein Avni and Raschid Pasha, and, 
stepping up to the former, revolver in hand, cried 
out, “ Davran ma, Seraskier !” Do not stir, War 
jMinister 1”) Ho fired, and Hussein fell, badly 
\\ ounded, but not dead, vainly attempting to draw a 
revolver he had in his pocket. Terror seemed to 
seize the other Ministers. Midhat Pasha at once 
made for the bottom door, rushed through it to the 
iimtr apaitments, and was followed by all his col- 
le.igue.s vith the exception of Raschid Pasha, who 
roiuaiucd as if spell-bound and nailed to his seat, 
while the Minister of Marine, Ahmed Eaisaerli, who 
alone showed some presence of mind, immediately 
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dosed tlic assassin, seized liini linia iuhtts! 

round tlic waist and pinioned down liutli Ids iinii.-. 
Hassau, Iiowcverd>y a streuiioiis exertion. Mieeoedi d 
in disengaging’ Ids riglu hatid, anil with his Cir- 
casskn kniie indicted sevoral wtiunds ttn K:i!s.ser!t, 
who at last released liitn, and joined ilio orlier 
Ministers hi tlic-ir lligiit. In the .meantime, iftis-eiti 
Avnij who was not dead, hud risen and was rriiwliue; 
with groat diiHculty tmvariis tin- cutranee iloer. 
Thereupon, « Hassun, leaving tiu; .Murine .Mini, si, r, 
whom he would otherwise lunu killed, and rushing 
upon Hussein Avni, overtook him. and iiaeked at 
him with his kuiie, cutting his tlirout. and iie\,r 
leaving him till In; lay inoiioaless at fus r''et He 
turned then, ami perceiving llasehid J’a^lui, wlio had 
never stirred, and alone nmahied in the room, m aled 
on the divan — in the opinion of .some porsom, 
already dead with fright-- he jiointei! In- re\eh< r at 
him, exclaiming, “Do you stop her,' to arre-t tm 
and shot him througlt tlii* head. Tii,' a'sa^.dn th, n 
Went up to the hottom door, whieh th.- thgilivi'-, t ;.d 
fofeteued and hnrricafleil from tlie inside, and. sh:ikiM,;e 
it lustily, he cried, “ (Irnud Vizier, op. u the iloor ; 
no harm to you is intended and called out that the 
Minister of Marine should he delivered up to liijn. 
The old Grand Vizier, greatly terrilici!, cried oin, it 
is said, from behind the f‘lo.st;d door, “ i\hv son, not 
now; you are too mudi exarited to listen to reason." 
Hassan, haHlod, in his rage sent twm pistoi-shots 
through the door, foiiuuately without resiilts. I'lj- 
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jiUle to forco open tlio door, tlio assassia upset the 
timulure, sot iii-c to the curtains, and broke the 
hiKtro or chandelier, so that the large room "was only 
lighted by one single taper. 

Several minutes elapsed during this horrid 
butchery, the people in the ante-chamber below 
stiiirs, though they heard the report of the fire- 
arms, not daring to stir, as they apprehended that 
the murderer was only the instrument of a con- 
spiratij in which some of the persons present might 
be implicated, and for some time looked at each 
fjther with blank amazement, every man suspecting 
and fearing his neighbour. At length Midhat 
Pasha having aimed himself with a revolver, went 
downstairs, and raised the spirits of those persons, 
two of whom, one his own servant, Ahmed Agha, 
the other Hussein Avni’s aide-de-camp, Chukri 
Hey, ventured into the slaughter-room. As these 
two men entered the apartment both fell, struck by 
Hassan’s unerring revolver. But by this time the 
police and soldiery from the nearest post arrived 
on the spot, and Hassan, after killing a police officer, 
and wounding several zaptiehs and soldiers, was over- 
powered and secured, being himself seriously wounded. 
Tlie 'soldiers would have killed him on the spot had 
notMidimtPasha,tlrroughhis son-in-law, Pi,efik Bey, 
hidden them take him alive. The whole affray 
lasted from twenty minutes to half an hour — some 
say thi*ee-quarters of an hour. 

The assassin was taken ,to the Seraskierate, or 
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War lu're, tin thu iUlluwliiL!,' moinin'4. Frula^ . 

In* wab. oxaiuiiK-il, trietlj and M'ntf'Utt fi It^ tit ath t >i! 
Baturday, at diybix'ak, 4 a,m.,lu' \s as hanut ti < at ,1 ( t * < 
ill tlic ui>cn spai-u at the Beraskieratv, Tiukish l.ulit - 
of rank going to see the sight, lie tlit! nut allow tin 
.surgeons to bind up his wounds, and ^\^^s < xliaiistt d 
by loss of blood before he reaelied the pl.u t of 
tion. Thu body was leti hanging for tiu \vh<>!i ofshaf 
day. Of his vieiiias, Hussein A’lni wa-* alioni 
sixty years old ; Hasdud Pasha, iiboiu igin, 

The object of the Ciicassian t\as tudtnih, al 
first, 11101 eiy to kill Uusseiii Ami, am! tin stilts 
ipieut imudors Moru the result of that wad i.tgi 
■wbidi seems to blind a wild blast whin it lias ui.c 
tasted blood. Besides Ilussiin, in oid\ s}i(,v, mi 
invotcrato hatred to the Miuistu ttf 3 ! mm , it. r.i'mi 
ho liad dared to attempt to stay las iiatid. Tbi 
others wore killed or wounded in st-lf-di It iii i wh>n 
the murderer thought that uoihiug was jtii \o loiu 
but to .soli his ide at till highest jiiite. lb aiowul 
at his trial that ail he wished w-t-, to .m mii upon 
the War Minister, mit only hi-, own giiiiatut'. bm 
also those of numy of his brothel tiili. et-. It 
however, oxtremely proliahle th.d !u li.m d ifu'S, in 
Avni, as the diief aitor in that palaet' n volulioii 
which had hurled the late Bultaii fiom lii- tlirom , 
caused his sister’s death, and deprived him (Ha-siui) 
of that courtly interest on wliich lie u-Hed tbr .( 
brilliant .success and rapid advaneuineiit in his ean er. 
The Government naturally were at great pains to 
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describe the crime of Hassan as an isolated deed of 
a half-drunken maniac, unconnected with political 
motives ; and they did not even allow a telegram to 
pass without striking out the circumstance which was 
mentioned in it that Hassan was “ an ex-aide-de- 
camp of Youssooft’ Izzedin Effendi, the late Sultan’s 
eldest son,” though the statement was perfectly 
correct, and, in itself, apparently immaterial. There 
was reason to believe, nevertheless, that the Minis- 
ters were not quite easy on the score of some pos- 
sible accomplices of the assassin, as on the Friday, 
the Sultan, “ grieved at the tragic occurrence,” did 
not leave the palace, and there was no SelamHk, 
or reception, as is usually held upon the Sultan’s 
attendance at the mosque. That something like 
an Old Turkey” party might still be in existence, 
and have supporters of Hassan’s own desperate 
temper among the friends and domestics of the late 
Sultan’s household, it was reasonable to suppose ; 
and that came opportunely to explain why the 
ceremony of the investiture or consecration at 
Eyoob’s mosque was so long, and, as it seemed, 
unaccountably adjourned. 

The Government organs took great trouble to 
prmm that the solo motive which impelled Hassan to 
his awful butchery was a vindictive feeling against 
Hussein Avni, who had on one occasion called him 
ihuplin, or polissoii. Several of the aides-de-camj) 
of the late Sultan, mostly Circassians, were, how- 
ever, arrested, and all the others were sent to the 

33 
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different Ai’my Corps in distant re-ions. Some of 
those who were arrested had been soon in iticH'. 
sant connnnnication with Hassan througiwut t u 

Thursday. _ . -xr- ■ ^ 

It took some time before the surviving Iklnnstei^ 

recovered sufficient equanimity to attend even to the 
most urgent State atfaiis As to tlio Sultan, svuh 
senses as he had not lost before collapsed utttaly, 
'ind the Ministers were henccfoiffh at infinite } tains 

ill at 
that 
nxH'k 

and a ruin The sorrowful comedy vas kt'pt U]> 
for nearly three months. 

Already about the middle of July it was known 
that “the continued indisposition of Sultan ISFuiiid 
was causing the most scx’ious uneasiness to his 
Ministers ” He had been to a great extent relieved 
of his physical sufferings, but sank deeper and 
deeper into a settled melaneholv niadncss. He 
listened for hours to the Grand Vizier and l^rinisteis 
when they came to ti'ansact business with him, but 
seemed unable to understand ivhat was said to hmi, 
and his answer at the end of all their speeches 
invaiiafcly was, “Take me out of thi-. cruel po^i- 
tion , I cannot bear it ” All the docrccN published 
in his name were drawn up without his expressed 
consent, and without any consciouhnoss on his part. 
The Ministers would gladly have proposed tlie 
Sultan’s abdication, and he would have hoen only 


to keep up the delusion that some one \uis st 

theJmad^^Jhe^tatgjknow the 

mmr Sovereign was aniyt'l 


fln^uh antom . 
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too Happy to retire into private life ; but tbe imme- 
diate Heir, Ab-dul-Hamid, and Ms younger brothers 
were at first equally disinclined to take upon them- 
selves the burden of the imperial dignity. In 
those circumstances the Ottoman Empire was, and 
continued to be, without a real responsible Sovereign 
at its head. 

Early in August, a sight from which some people 
endeavoured to draw consolation attracted our atten- 
tion as we looked down on the Bosphorus from 
our balcony at Therapia. The steam yacht, Pertevi 
Piale, visited the shores of the Upper Bosphorus. 
She was the favourite water conveyance of the 
Sultan, and, as she displayed the crimson flag with 
the Star and Crescent at her mainmast, it was 
understood that she had Ms Imperial Majesty 
Murad V. on board. She breasted the fresh north 
breeze past Therapia and Buyukdere, and threaded 
the points through which we obtained a view of the 
Black Sea, passing both the “ cavaks,” or castles, 
and the “ fanars,” or beacons, at the outlet of the 
Strait. “The Sultan, then,” people said, “is in 
better health, thanks to Dr. Monger!, the director 
of the Scutari Lunatic Asylum, who recommended 
air and exercise.” The Padishah had in fact been 
waked out of his gloomy condition, and was said to 
have benefited by the exertion. His depression of 
spirits, or, in other words, madness, was however 
considered incurable, and rendered him totally unfit 
for the transaction even of such business as must 

83—2 
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..rilv devolve ..n tlif li.a.l of tiu Mil. » 

; Ind the rovoluUou to dopo-o „o. tw. od. 

T '/ T AThii^tcr^ Irntl tuv Miisif tmf n ui* hn- h, 
wlncktas^ nnu 

couUl not be long po.tpcmo,l Otu “Yt 

who had boon appointed to go out as . - 

l-«dd,xofeod, that h.e ....mu,» .o,^ t H t 

Ihv k-weteo and enpree^ samnum ... 
xumld hu illogoJ, and tnvl, vno-u.... no.l. 1 
rirenm^tancos could not be tortheou.mv. ■ 

-any ati-flv ueeVo.- count jjnuU 

enoo. tho tteotie might he ‘'™sd,tv. v. ^ 

Av a U.t endeavour U, put ,dl « „ 

Oovoinnicnt tempted by ‘“y'’ ' ,,1 ,,,,1 

a phydeian feiioaned tor ii- |„„,,i, 

complaints, and diieytor " i,i,„j,|. .,a.l 

asylum near Vienna, to Iratu U. vt.a, ^ ^ 

seotlio iuipcnal patient, iu < . _ 

about a fortnight alnmsl asap..sme. ■> ^ 

and the bulletins uhich svere publ.sl.ed u 

though sufficienUy ombmus, uere s.a , ^ 

^ - n,i+ in a nrivato cunvei>aine o‘ 

wSi'' Count Zieby, tbc An^nau 

Tfronounced the Sultan’s malady nicmabh unu .m 
pionountbu n,nvL» toUhtaiiti- 

nounced that he, the doctor, 10^ lui.e 

nople forthwith. In this ^ / han tim 

doctor went apparently somoi\hat im-thci ' 

'i., -in - » « j-t , 

rrSWa 
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lu tiu' a’-horiationt, of the late auxiuuss pcviotl, 
Ju, and aliuosst certiunly w<»uld, effect a ture, 
thou^di, ill llie doctorV upiaitm, the Bultaii ivouid 
nhv.uH hi liahle to a relapse. Dr, llougeii baidthai 
ill. siw ill Miuadh iilm-bs all the bvmptoms which 
were ul)M'i\id in tlu' nn'iffai afflii tioit of theKiupicbb 
ffhaiiottc, with lliih diffennue however that bt'^idc'' 
the iii« p-M'f mt'Iaiicholv, the conMaousui of uiaiei 
11,11 \ •4ui!t, till- hiundiiii-- krroi',, atul tht '^iiiiuLil 
ti ihI< ficic% which <‘h.inu‘U‘iiM'd thi 
ill iei.ui princt the Padishali was Milijcct to fits of 
■vioh nt cxcitciiH'iit, ill one of which he wan with diffi- 
culty jinwfuted front throttling one of his chamlMir- 
laitiN 

Till u* is cteri now, July, 1877, a large party in 
Tiuk(\ who tliiiik that the desperate nature of 
Munn!’' nuntal diseu'-e was e\a'j;oerat{‘tl at the tiiiii' 
of lii-- dipo-itlon, and that he luis .since partially, and 
t \ i n. -.ome euntend, completely reeosered. 

J'lu matter wa- settled at the time however, and 
on the hkt of August, at noun, the cannon thim- 
(hitd, announcing that the ikhst hun of Abd-ul- 
Mttljid, Sultan Murad T., htid ceased to reign, and 
Ills hrotlkTAbd-ul-Iltiinid, thirty-four years old, had 
bi*en called to the .suecession. It wtis not an uncx- 
lajctcd, and not ati auspiciotib event, A second 
palace revolution was aceoinphslicd throe months 
and OHO day after the* eonsunmation of the first. On 
\ ' ihfi :J0th of May tho Government of the Subiime 

lb/ Fortor— lif, tlio Grand Vkior and some of the Miiiis- 

itb 
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ters — settled it to their own 'laii'.thetian (ii a Stilt, iu 
Abd-ulrA.ziz\vtis a tyrant, uudabsueii wtt^ it'<| 

and pronounced by the Bheikh-ul- Isbun, (c 
Priest of tho Mohammedan faith, mtht to n sju. 
On that day three iiumth.s the same Id ami Vt.fo r 
and a few of his colleagues became eunviio'ed that 


Sultan Murad was demenied, and, ujam their repri ■ 
seutation, the same Sheikh Ha.sMui f'lairoullHh 
Eftendi, decided that it was lawful to d'l!>R¥**¥«4|ini. 

hiUjiire and thdtt 

Head oi‘ the Mohammedan Ciiurch had, in both I 
instances, arrived at the right concluMim about tbi 
badness of one Sovereign, and jhe mndtu’-'’' ot tin 
other; but one shudclors at the reNpoiisibilitv a it u | 
state, smeu and a priest aie nllowt'd to taki Ujton| 
themselves, ebpecially if it is -stated, a-, it iii tlJ*' 
ease of the Snltan Abd-nl-Aziz, that tlu SiAi n tgo 

was removed by tho will of tho ])et)pl(‘. Tin pittpl, 
uieiely sanctioned such proceedings by tlu ir at ijuh 
cence. For the rest, the change of llu |in'''un o|i 
their ruler w’as not only unfojoseen, but in 'lutd 
contradiction to the expectations which h.ul lu i a by 
a variety of deceptive contrivances kept <ili\'e amond'’ 
them. No later than the previous Friday that pitifu* 
farce of parading the crazed Sultan Murad to th^ 
Selamlik at the mosque had been rehearsed befoEF* 
the multitude. The next Friday the new Sultai* 
Abd-ul-Hamid rode in state to the mosque of 
Sophia, and no one attempted to explain or inquif® 
wFat had been done with or what would become ' 
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lii«» |>rftk'ce'<5«<»r. 1 ii'-ked a good Turk t>f the old 

ht’houl, “ What would happen were the Sultan Murad, 
just depo'.ed, to n cover the use t»F his mental facul- 
tie", especially if his hrother, from whatever I'eason, 
faihd to win the .goodwill of his people?” “The 
people's goodwill,” was the answer, “has notlungto 
do with tlu's) nintteis; hut you may he bui-e that 
the Siillau 'will never recover, shall never recover.” 
Such !> till 'Way the snhjects of the Porte receive 
tiowjulays the inlelHgeuee of ordhi.tTy or citiauP*. 
dinary events. King-ituikeis may set up or puli 
down a Padidiah any day in the mouth or w'oek. 
*■ A Hall akhhar !’’ (“ ( iod is flroat ’”) the pious Mus* 
‘-uhiiau mutter^ with an little emotion as the ItaliauB 
of’ other age^ used to say, “ AEorto uu Papa, se uo fa 
un altro.” 

Tin < I reiiutiiy hy w'hich the new Sultan was innu- 
uurati d wiC' of tin- simplot, and was, indeed, mainly 
,1 n pi litiuii of what has hetn desciihed m the fore- 
oum‘4 ‘h.ipter. On the hi A of Auirust. between nine 
and t.u in thi. moiniug, \hd-ul-ll<uaid Effeudi left 
tin imp* nai ix-'ideiiee at Dolmal>,u'h< h,ancl proceeded 
ai.-oiss l\rn and thdata and over the Xarakeiu Bridge 
to th«‘ kio-f|ue or palate of Top Kapou, in the Old 
Stiagko at Stundmul. He was accompanied by 
llidif ihislia, the acting Alinister of War, and was 
driven in a close caixkgo, escorted by a sqtuxdrou of 
mounted gendarmes. In the grounds of tiie Seraglio 
there were two battalions and two squadron.% the 
only troops under arms. Prfe>ious to the amtal of 
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tht !u‘U huh.iu, th< («i ui«l \ i/i' 1 M ’ ! f 

had luhii'd a i !i tt l‘iii K i a 
all tlu l'\ ih' '*'!!* .k nI I 

the UkinaNaml Mth' i 1 hut' ’ ind "( 

TheU tht tiiaiiil Vud i t vj‘! i 

^furad ’X' , uhtwi i n i > i 

nnkint itt’ lus tt !ii| • i ! i ! ' 
pcoph- i'' till li )('<]''! I I ' 

das afti 1 III' ‘ I •* It’ at i !i ai ; ‘ d 

limit, il Hdi iiintN wht'li !icl t ! 

(d atti MdiiulTrTl>*T‘^^ i . ill t . 

it) u 'ttist hi- il im’ ! r I , ' ’ ( 

It Mjhttit'ii h iti ill !i t ■ H t 

iit\t lit!) ih '^uh II 1 \ 

Dhnd !i u,m 1 5 

ni If mu I 11 ! I ) 

‘dull 111 M III 1 ' , 1 'i I • I . . 

Alti ! lilt < *1 Hid N I I 
Emnu a knit! id u i ii ' t ' I 

u ul tht />/ d III - III , ■ 

V was d<‘|!i>M d !' iiiiiiii ! ' 

hiN nu ul d ahi u uimi t; d ! ’ i; ; 

not he 1' inAati d m, . ■! i.'i till t ' 


: i i ' 
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a*) It w as mipui'tihl* lo i^iuui u j- "U i ti uu . * s 

lelaphu. Tin m w Sultan wa> tht u ? -h o t :.ti i 
Couiuil-rooiu, whtli in I'tti itid tin houja.i;., id ,ut 
prestiut, and lepsuml uith tkiu lla kmsMiwa of 
the Seraglio, where the Ifirkfti Shrrit!', m itMifttlo r.f 
the Prophet Mohainimsd, is <ie|>«i»4iksil. A pmter 
was offered up hy tk •Sheikb-uliislttji, aitil the IJi 
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'Vi tn Vft Hi’ iu (‘u'jfniium oi’tin; uuw Padislmli, was 
!* ad 'Ha* v'^iihan thm ajijH'uivd on tliu platibrm of 
tbta Kapou, and Matod hiuwoif on the golden 
tiinna , ‘'Uamiud' d li\ tlu Pkuus, who intoned the 
■'oiuiui •*! tlu pioclnuiation. The nnlitaiy 

lujul "Kiuk itj) tlie notes of the Impel ial Anthem, 
uid lie lahh d soldii J\ laist d the tiy of “ Padi- 
^Is ih < nu, hm ^'t.ieha " (“ l^oug Life to the Sultan ”) 
(i! th> pe>'|>le only tlu* thinnest groups imaghia hie 
m j< jUf Htfiit, and no stir in the town sugg^ested--thiA- 
d- I that }« great <;vei*fe was heiiig accomplish id. 
\it< ) lie leinuiony tlu' Sultan embarked in one of 
liiN id cHKpH-'. and, followed by a splendid 

t> »mu» <*f uihei euiipus, wasiowed across the Golden 
lb iii io tin palaie of Dolnmh.u luL The deposed 
's'd* m now onh IVliirad Etfemh, w.ts ununed to a 
L oS tlu Giuiagiin Pallet 

\ ii a dll'- I tjt I, Si ptt niher 7, I went to ■^eo the 
in iu "0 impO'Uig nitiiionv of the Sahie That 
II }< nu'in a' v,i hid ott< n been told, corresponds to 
lie iofnjidi.il! (it eousit tation (if Wcstcin munaichs, 
ami i- mil mled totonfei on the Sultan the eouunand 
t*f iht, land and sea foreos tif the emphe That 
vilnmit) hail hemi almost daily annminced, hid pnt 
oil* from day to day throughout the thiue months’ 
|)*?riml during whieli the uufortiumte Murad may be 
KMit hartlly to have filled up a blank In the roll of 
Otbiman Sovereign?*, a« no one can be looked upon 
iw <|nite a Sultan till he is solemnly sabr^. In the 
«i«> of Abd-ul- Hamid, the Government determined 
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that no time should he lu'^t, and har< iy a * k 
allowed for pre par ai ions, 

Hamid TI. h nimihered as tin thtuy-ihinih it , .o 
insi' Sovereiffli of the dvnastv of Osm.ui, tin "• 
eliief from whom tlu' Turks take that !m'. » ' \ 

Osiuanlis hy which they prefer To desionatt li;' ;u 
feelres. Osman's swortl, or seimlt.ir as sj,. j,*! .s 


relic as the oil vial at ilheims <jr the iom • iomo t" 
Monza — has followed the dtslinu•^ of tie Tialm;- 
■ from .Kon uih. the aneieitt leoiiium, tlu last su_ ai 
their earomMiFoTgaOre^^ 

(Juvernmunt at Broussa, Adrianupii , .uni tAuu.a. 
tinojile. There lives sonnwlnu. .it Mm < ) i>s 
Konieh. an old fSheritf or Imain, tlu d<sin! ' i 
an ancient bovereij>n race vlio waivi ijun li.i' • 
the thionc in favoui- i»f the House (if U'Ui.iU, iU-i 
in Spain the Dukes of 3li‘diju C( h riiueaei ». u 
claims in favour of the siiceessoiH ol ( hark * \ 

The luostjue (if Eyoul), win re this (oii'mj.u,. i. t 
held, rises in the centre of tin \iii.ejt of ll.< '.i<. 
name, a straggling suburh of t'ousi.uitjiiojm , j. a 
the upper end of the Ccfidtn Horn, ouf-iik tii- A ii 
nople Gate. The spot was uninhahitid in .im ‘in 
times, and here the garrison of the e.ipi!!i! of i!i. 
Eastern Empire had their j./itcc (Gon.e.,, or juiedi,, 
ground, outside the walls, cniiwi Campo, where < Very 
new Sovereign, upon Ms elevation, was prociaumxi 
Emperor by tho soldiers. In the early incursions of 
the Arabs of Mohammed these conquerors rejHfatwIiy 
pushed as far as Constantinople and laid siege to il» 
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rit y, .'uhI it was in one of tlifs*; encounters that Eyoob 
or Job, a nnapuiiou ni arms and standard-bearer of 
Jhf Prupbet, lost hi.-, life in tlie year of our era 668. 
S' Vi n luiiidri'd and eighty -tivo years later, when 
!SiIobaHmu‘ii 11. took Constantinoplo and chose it as 
tin "ojit of hi.s empire, he looked for tho grare of 
the old Arab licro and saint, and on a spot re%'caled 
to him in a dream, built a luostpc of white marble, 
win re ail Ids Huecustiors, except those who, like Mu- 
rad nu‘t with a premature death ot depndM'tr" 
received tho investiture of the sa'cred sabre. 

Thi-. s<»loimiity, which must invariably precede the 
introduction of tho representatives of the foreign 
'P(n\ OF'' to the Sovereign, is purely a religious and 
military ceremony, and only the priestly and warrior 
ea--tes of the <,‘on<pieniig raeu tire allowed to witness 
it ilyoob's mo'-que is forbidden ground to the non- 
'MuNHiiimans at all timei, and c-spocially on this 
siiimn ucca>inn, but some European Christians are 
.'-.mi to Ii.iM '•nmggled theunselves in more than once, 
tin ir rurit/Hity making them retkless of the danger 
to their iivcx It i- a ''triking evidence of the little 
account in wliich ijuite one-liaif of the Ottoman sub- 
ject.T are bold, that the preaenco of any of them at 
the consecration of their Sovereign would bo resented 
as a contamimtion and sacrilege. 

Public curiosity, so often raised and disappointed 
daring Murad’s reign, could not fail to revive on the 
ftccession of his sucemor. Early in the morning of 
the grand day I went down the Bosphorus in a cal<iue 

t 
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with HU Eng'li&li ijft atletuuH, aiui h< t:,. "iJ) 

two Euro pcuiis tu aw Hit till ;i • •!■ 

vai at the katliujf-plaee itf’ Fiyt»oh. th.; i!;' Sat.-i ■ 
place wen; drawn uj; flic Suit in'" h.dln 'i-Ii' ; ' 
tlainiiig' M'aiiet cMat". anti wt.uiuu^ (.i'ljn- 
mounted hy cuoniinn^ piuiiK", ><'nt« ‘4’ i'-im -i r'; 
Atu-IOcf*, feathery ii|i[n inlam " at tiii- h,uk. ' ^ 1 
that they i'liuld only w itii t hi uJ.ai a dit! !' iisW 1 
halaneed on the weiirerf luad". I’ii' 

jsli|)erb .Vrah, luun I 

hie'lp milk-whiti", aiuTh Ki-rTHTiIlt}. siil! i - h ' s 
beiiiu’ w'alked to :uid fro. Both '■idi ■ oj 


wen' lined with troop-., the po-i of h.e,.,!, 
abdgned to the \ery thn tm si of < . ns ' > 

Eire Eriii’adi'. Farthi i on wi o m i !•< i i i 

zaptiehs. In the middli of tf. j t 

Pashas of vanon- tank' v.i o -e. it tie' i 
re])as''inu' hi hue a di(iu_\ liti'i ' oj 
IMiiihter.'- \uiv eradnahy :i"t tehl:'! ’,■! 
the liard \ illations sfpjji II 'too!-, v. ith rd ■ 
ers of Turkidi coj’i.'' aisd loi-ta’.: -t. I'l 
utdy too soon ac<piaitit> d h- tiai! to-i, i. i . • ' 

hittiiio is still in h- irtl'ainy iti tl.is < >•<;! !"} . ood ' 
true OsJuanli still }iriius -■(itattjiiia Vio-'o. • 
ISrinistersl noticed Ahnied Kai-M rli, of ti,* .MoiOc . 
Piedif Pasha, of the War Ofliee; and. pn-tith, 
Jlidhat. The flrand Vizier was aljht'id thron.lio-ii 
the day, owing to indisposition. Uoitnd the Minis, 
tor’s circle in that dark holt; of a shop, l*,are!y idiwr 
foot hy six feet, stood certain strappittg ragMonfUns, 
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(if ilu’m in thnir i'llirt-sloovcs, Untuning to, if 
nut ai’tu.illy joining in, tin* groat incn’.s conversation. 

felegrapiiic nicNsage was Inuiflod to tins Seraskier, 
ulio. after ojteuing it and reading it, passed it over 
to -Midliat, tin* two exchanging glances and 
Muiles whieli stniek tis ns mutual congratulations 
on siomd news received. One of the raganmffins — no 
man could iH'lieve .such a lliiiig if he had not soon it 
V itli hi*' own eycM as 1 <litl — as ho passed round the 
Psi'ha'H group tm a bench or settee that 
rouml tin* as he 

V u.' ^i17f i'rtw^ the despat(*h, and craning over the 
J.^hIki’n shfuihlcr, attempted, a.s lar as lie could read, 
to ac«|U!iint himself with its contents, a piece of im- 
pudent I’nmiliarity wln»“]i elicited a grin of approval 
on the ]»art of his ya?/.*.*, who crowded around him to 
In :ir •' (lie news.” Tim waiting was long, and the 
! did'-, tilt d of tin* delay, ]>roceeded to indulge in 
'■mail jttki and even mild “chaff,” neither more nor 
It s- ih,‘iii if they biid heon European schoolboys. 

At la-i, about half-past twelve, the troops foil into 
thi-ii rank": the halberdiers gave a last tap to their 
i< bt iiious eas(|iu-"; the band stniek up a lively inarch, 
aiir! the SultauV caapies, uiia mounced to us bj*- the 
camion, probably owing to contraiy wands, hove in 
.sight. Hix caif^ues, rowed by their white-clad creirs 
of sinlwart Albanians, two of them sunnounted by a 
gwgeous golden canopy, from the last of which the 
8«!tan alighted, and was soon in the saddle, pacing 
lo'wiirely teforc «s on his way to the mosque. He 
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had mi a Wb manlU*. th.- iuKK ..f 

shone the rich gold of hi. iiniihrm.^ i> uU u , ..u'- 
diamonds. On his head he w..r. tm- ' /, 

without aigvette or auv (‘th« i oinu.ii'ie 
barely at two rard.’ dl.tan.a IVota me. ami ! s’-i 
note'eveiy fi*atinv ot hi. tae. n M.in. uh a a. . 
and stern countenarnv of the true Anuf iiu.:; n j. 
narrow at thetemph., witiM* h'Ug .nal ei..nu,n ^ 
of feature., large eai., aiai diiius » e!t,|i,‘ '.a i , ei 

hv a e eniul e%po -ion. or h> au^ ^ ' 

^wm'.->--.-TT,Th!''"i'v '4^ 1. - 1- r ^ I ' o 

me the countenance <tf a ruli t eapah’i ■. ' 

but knowing hi. unn iiiind and d< t< n/i!!i «i * ■ i *x 


his o\Mi way, u man coum ion. of him-' li an*! i 
exacting hi!. dui‘. lb (aim on u o'ln, ; < (’ ■ 

and left. lifting hi. hand to iii. 1- udi—' • ■ 

stroking it for cnnqiO'iti'e, i >111 iioidin'" d' 

ledgmeiit of the che« r. uitli uli'aii tin 1 ! ■ , • 

the Pashii. gret, ted him. He rodt on ,]l 
the multitude uhieh ]ire..( d oii Id. hoi.. - ] i , o 

followed him to the mo.<pn rndir ti,. 1. id i-’ o 

of a eavass whom the (irasid Vi/i« r h.td !• nf U'. v 
presently forced our w ay thrmieh t h» .n i i< d i .m !* . 1 1 
the soldiery, cro.sed the nevi-r-eudino lilLjiii. and 
went up to some tents which hut! been n ared on iIh* 
hill, one tent being reserved for the diphmwtie huif r, 
who attended in plain clothes, and another for other, 
notabilities, native and foreign. Under the* lent# 
and on several hmidrod stands lining kith slides of 
the road were a multitude auttous to »e the 

* f 

f 
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Ki'tn sjs, 5ri^uin|^ irmn the mosques it wendod it's way 
to i’lnwtinitinople. 

Use eeivnuwy and the accompanying prayer 
within thf mosque were of no long duration. We 
had hardly taken mir places under our tent when 
SMim* 'school- children, hoys and girls began to sing, 
lln' nut i'< of their ruthloj^ music startling the zaptielis’ 
huives and going through our ears like a knife. The 
fureinust rank.s of the cavalcade then approached — ^ 
iir.st a squad of mounted zaptiehs, thoiLiJ-€0lSipan}’- of 
hUu* Ulemas : Jartor'anotlnif^F^-ey Ulemas; then, 
again, a third company of green Ulemas. First 
those of the third, next th<fsc of the second, and la.st 
thiKt* (tf the first rank. Dignitaries of the Christian 
ehurehi s were mixed with the Ulemas at varioms 
inti reals. Without any intelligible plan or order 
(.line the Pashas high and low, some unnoticed, 
utheiv |ioiiit<*d out by the knowing men among the 
cieud, and hailed bv the names of Riza Pasha, 
Kii.dil F.isiia, Karathcodori, Iledif, Mklhat, Djevdot, 
SaiVei, ('te,, ministers, marshals, uuder-secrctaries, 
and .so forth, riding two by two, all or most of thorn 
well mounted, all (‘onspicuous for much gold lace on 
their etiHts, fur the orders on tlmir breasts, and espe- 
eially for the gorgeousness and variety of the trap- 
pings and caparistjns of their steeds. Wonderful to 
say, the Ulemas had by far tlie best horses and were 
the tost ridore. Theirs were also the loftiest statures, 
n the noblest bearing, and the grandest costumes, 
was «|»cially the case with the green Ulemas, 
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I iloViiu" 1*'^" ^ i!St'*. ls 

*„vo., Hu.. ^ ^ 

thick o, ...... U...H...S. ' 

... mFr..ni... ".'Hr'"" , ; , 

K f forth, rhiuvh, 1-*'”’-'^“ ,' 

tol UR , ,! 

(IraiigWotl niKi th‘ ' 

;uia of the luilitat y 

man, jitrliajis, ufm'lWfW' 
the iadio’ .uhmrat'inu, Ikm iii 
all ■\sliitt., and liy lii> ■'kilful lini'. i i i • , 

iSliLik-nl-lHlam. Ifa'-an llinnnliii, t ’ i 
M|u.idvou tif nmiinti d ii.dln idu i*- i k ' •! . 
j^uaid, ptMidt.d llu ^iilt.in. I u i 
(loak anu)nd( alum . ln'' uoM .did j. ' t. 
iu till' sun, lii^ laiuk liki i a < "tid u '.i 

Ijiit uioK ((imjavMd tli.m will ti ii hi • * 

nuw’d — a tan umiioMd. a tm'-t ludiiu' ' i 
]ecl! 4 mtnt of any man '' '-.did it’mn. .ij p i. 
no t-pii'ulatiuu in Ids oycH, with an p. u . j i j. ; 

Idghe.st of Ids sudji cts, oi of' tin mi^dst;. -i 
Ihu ropre.stuta fives of tin Knropt ui P-nu 
appreiiafion of die iiare fha-'. tin < l« if.uit lo.f, i-, »a 
the beaming F.mile8 which the Kure|*<uii ladii's hoi 
got up to grace his progress, Thew is ii |,«-cuiinrtty 
ill the Sultan’H face that it soctiw «> hi rvili'rt the 
humour of the inner man as to make him look ohlffr 


dm 
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0 tlie mood that s'ways him at 
. friend of mine who had seen 
asion asserted that lie could 
le thirty-fourth year which he 
To me he looked much older. 

10 more halberdiers, then other 
nd Turkirii ladies’ carriages, 
nob, \'\hich invaded all space 
tide. Thu'^e people were fol- 

1 Constantinople, ■where he had 
io of IMobammcd 11 ., and the 
of Abd-iil-Mcdjid, his father, 
I to go home to Dolniabacheh. 
past two o’clock, and wo were 
) trudge along in the rear of the 
t was owing to the stifthoss of 
lOur, that all enthusiasm in the 

was chilled ; perhaps utter 
weie only the consefiuonces of 
et.ition and of the eiudiing dis- 
which the people had so re- 
annot go mad with the same 
nths. The people seemed de- 
j fools of themselves a second 
act that, wherever I was, 
popular applause gi*eoting 
ppearance, neither was there 
crowd as I expected to see 
of the population of a vast 
tartly he owing to the circum- 
34 
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s-tance that tlic protc&'jioii had Hnnal mdi ' ■>! 

town to traverse, and was piohaldy av'.ait d 

multitude distributed at all point" a it am rli ir: 

march; but neither on tin. hank" of Uo Ilo.j.] ' 

nor in the thoronohfau " adjoinhta tin had.' ^ ' n 

Golden Horn did I ])cuute aiir \tr} < \ti -uu n ■ 

concourse of person", not wt-U thtu %•'' i o 

caiqites on tlie uatcis. What tin pt oph ! o k- d 

genuine feeling, howcvei, tluy madt tip ;hi ui 

couth noise and un"eaalY !Hlia\i<rtii '"i.ii in 

«< 

that the wui"t pinlicU" of Maplt " t.i M h!i ! 1 1. d 
or Dublin, can mu"ki, and vm wil! n 

such a rabble foi rags and tint, fu p'. ! if 
hustling and uidehor"t])lay, a" tin f it} i ! ti > i ’ 
exhibits. Tlie contrast bi n\t t n Iht .nM •: 
Sovereign, and of hi" piit"!" .iiid c.d ; 

squalor and nietchedin o! Milaiat hh- • 
people, 1 " bonu tiling appalling, and - n- ' J 
■vthethei it at all stunk tin Sultana" tin nm-i „ / 
fact facing him in liis tiiuinphai nuut Ii, u d v, ’ -j 
he even dreamt tliat it in any nuuun i 
him to incjuirc into the cuum of th, . ul nUii 
devise the means oi’ effecting its i ua. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BriiGAEI.i, 

i!i!! i M.Ain-. m m n v’? Mrnvn. — rfnrirxiTn's or im sinniPRs. 

mVlMSf '-iVMVi 'RKXt — liOIOARI.VS ATROCIIirS.— SIR HESRT 
illltn — UUtDIiIKBS — KOIE; rilK.UIEASl^ADOBAN’O “our special 

( Oiiiu 'IS'M/i M ” 

rnr fit tlironemeiit f>f Ai)d-ul-Aziz liad been the work 
I 'f’.i |tnl.u‘o I'lnispiracy^but had been hailed as anafcional 
tnuniph. Alxl-nl-Aziz fteeraed the worst of all ima- 
ijfinablt' Sultans and it wu'' thought that any change 
must bf foi tlu Ihtti'r. Enough, besides was known 
of ^furad’s sxeittk’ dis-poHition to justify a belief that 
iiiijitovt taent would at least meet with no opposition 
Oil his part. Ho howtwoi exertised no more in- 
iluciK‘0 over the destinies of the countiy than if he 
find bof II an infant in the cradle, stifled after a tliree 
months’ struggle between life and death. But the 
(h position of that pool demented Sovereign was an 
evctit at which no man could have the heart to re- 
joice ; it made people aceptie as to any hope that 
could be built on personal government. Abd-ul- 
Hamid came to the throne a Sultan, like many other 
Sultan.s, He could not be better than the last, 

34—2 
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though lie Blight hardly be Nvuivt' than tlu li-t bu! 
one. He would bo only too hap}»y ii* un blaiu> <■: 
what the countiy deplored a& a puhlie iMlamttv. I 11 
upon him. Indeed, it had been again a!id .laa.n / 
poited, to hi-j praise, tlmt the deeishm <t}‘ thi Mii • 
sters with respect to his biothcr’s dtpU'Uion iud 
been delayed in con&equenec ('f llauiid'" smbhum 
opposition to accept the crown "o hniu a- thi i< ti 
mained the faintest .shadow' of po'-ihilns of th. 
recovery of its w earcr. Ahd-ul-llannd had '•liov n 
him,self agood brother; but that snpphui no i!U< uom 
of his qualities as a Sovereign. Ft (»i>Io wouli! i .k- 
iiothing on credit: they aiaittd to judgi lie re a 
Sultan by his acts. 

The three months’ rcJgn of that unfo! I iiii !l‘ Ma d 
had been fatal to the countiy in a latiits of v i\ 
That Ministuiial combiu.ition whiJstlu to md \ i/. i 
Mehemet lludidi had ht on at su<h gu.a jous < t 
build up, and which the s.ol ailiiniit of pou! Mu; fd 
had greatly shaken, was uunplikiy biolo n lin 
the catabtrophe of Taouchau Tach. It w.i' > t';. 
enough to supersede llasclnd Padia ut the Foi) 
Office ; but difteieiit feelings wi u i uti rianu d ahou? 
the death of Hu&sein Avnt, whieh, though it w..s 
by many looked upon as a happy ridduueo, was ul-o 
by many more considered, at this Juncture, an irre- 
parable loss. Hus,seiD was the Prim of the May 
revolution. Brawn into the plot against Sultun 
Aziz, contrary to his own mciinatiou, Hussein was 
dexterous enough to secure for himself tU the beiietit 
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of tluit d'etat, wliicli ho almost alone carried 
into cxenition. Ho bo took into hit. hands the man- 
a,in nioni of tlie army and of the hoiibclioid of Snitan 
Murad, as to remove not only those he suspected as 
uttiU'lhd in tin old order of thintifs hut also those in 
uhoui lu‘ du'aded partisans of his rivals and oppo- 
in the new Cahinet, and especially of Midhat 
Pa'«ha The StTa^ki* r’s ascemleney in the Govern- 
ment \\t\- heeoming absolute, and, had ho assumed 
the dielator-'liip, to \dii(‘h he evidently aspired, and 
to vliieh tlu' StAereiens inhnuity would have 
ailordul tlu he-'t oppoitunity — tliere might have 
b( i'U an tiid to liheity, but there would perhaps 
}iav< lain .1 eh.inee lijr jteaee. From an early period 
ait' r tlu ouibicalv nf the iiismTeetiouof Herzegovina, 
Amu lud eoiaiited that peace fur that 
[((u\ im ' ' (itdd onlv la- wrought hv war with Moiitc- 
11' ate , and it i*- jii't jiu^'-ibl. . ihuugh not \t ry likely, 
th It. 1; id lit I'M u '■pair d. h'. might have been tempted 
In 'tiila tin biuw lit i' '-tqipo'-ed to have so long 
ti.i ditat' il. But In'! edkaguLs found tlumNelves 
!i* Ipi w ithout him. They failed to the vacant Mar 
(h'liee'*' the Serdar Ekrem, or Commander-in-chief. of 
the fort O'., Abd-ti!-K«.rim,a man of seventy, tvho was 
llun at Xish watching the Servians, and in his ab- 
hcnee they appointed as his Lieutenant or Yiee- 
M inister iit the Seraskierate Eedif Pasha, the man 
who had cflected the old Sultan’s aiTest under Hus- 
sein Avni's orders, and who, though he had Hussein 
Aviii’s despotic temper, did not subsequ^tlj dis- 
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play tlT,<> abiliik*' ^^tth \vhu*h Hti". .11 
fmlitwl The iiitviliifuu'o uf UuH'**. iti VviU'd' 
did not tail To nii'-i' tho wpiriN of sin jtnui-jt 
who, of (“oui's^e, could 5>c hiu Htth' .dl’»<tid !■'> i 
proffered armistice and ihouoh th. y dtdn 4 

hUspect that the So\» n ion in tthnv niuiiv the t,. n-i< 1 
was uiadt* had legally lo**! all ciaitrol tt\u‘ ja ato u'ad 
war, and that any act purportiiio to ununat' 
him would he null and void. 'I’Sk' attif nde < if Hi n la 
and ilonteuei^ro hccamo ottiy day les-' n a'-suin-^. 
and the Servian Aoent, Chiistich. who na- do.h 
expected at C'un^taminoplo on a pautic < !i tnd a .. 
>aid to botlie huaixr of loiulitioii' whstli flc P i’ 
could never consider adiiii'-'-Ilih . What tin < ii' 
man Empire, above all tluno". itipfitd iu imj 
eineii’cnct 'st.is streiiolh, and th< lu.ni n!i 1 i ! 
Cabinet ropic sent ed the ekmctit of loin, had : 
unexpectedly removed by the baud of a (ii'.ipji 'ii;i 0 
Circassian fanatic. By that tuiu« dy i»i' tic intn>t' 
June, Turkey was plated in the Nine pusiuoi io 
which Spain w’as loft when dt jtrivi d of Ptiiu - tn -t* i- 
mind by a band of cowardly !is>,i'->,in', ,tni! Mi.j ui ■, 
.surviving Minlstens must have rtali't d tic nCou-, 
of King Amadeus, when he alighted .1 lorn K sttaim* \ 
at the Atocha in Madrid, and niiw lying in his hit;r, 
bathed in blood, the man who had been the biuhkr 
and who alone could be the isupjiorter of his throtie 
Men, however, must learn to dispeoso with the in- 
dispensable, and the question of peace or w'«r wiia 
too pressing on Murad’s advisers to allow them to 
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|nu (jiF its solution even though Hussein Avni was 
111) longer there to cut the knot. It is by no tnoans 
'^ure that even Hussoin Avni would in any extre- 
mity have leaped acro.ss the Rubicon, and ventured 
on hostilities in which, besides Sorvia and Monte- 
negro. he might have had Austria and Russia arrayed 
against him ; !)ttt tvhat is certain is that his survivors 
had no Mich daring, and that, though they talked big, 
and tuutjlored up bigger battalions, they continued to 
the lu'-t amenable to the advice of a temporising diplo- 
macy, and would perlnips never have found Avithin 
themseh 0" the resolution to come to blows. It seemed 
to tlum a wi'-e policy to gain time, and throAv upon 
their adversaries tlie odium of a deliberate aggression. 

They did not proceed Avith the same hesitation Avith 
Uspeet to another Avar which had just broken out, 
and on the .speedy termination of Avhich depended 
in their eatimation little les>s than the existence of the 
Ottoman Empire, They turned all their energies to 
the siipiu'CHsion of the Bulgarian rcA’olt. I have 
already in a former chapter,'’' given some idea of the 
state of that ])roviuco, grounded on iiTefragable 
documents Athich Avere already hofore the Avorld, and 
to which I had endeaA'oured, a*) I best could, to give 
the utmost publicity. 1 concluded from those docu- 
ments that disorders arising from tlie ill-usage the 
Bulgarian population endured at the hand of Circas- 
sians and other savage immigrants, as well as from 
their Mussulman fellovr-subjects, and in many in- 
* VoL i., Chapter XII. 
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liiilidit'. 

’riit-n- uii'j,!i! i'l' Mitiii inah iu .’('S tii' --' 

iJU'llt'i: hus it in ;i liii-t tliiil il-^ .i,- "’kSt- a 

thrisu ii !».■ iu:i'<iai {'!V|iar‘’.| to m-vivv i;;- i.i. 

Sit f'on/joti aj^itaturs liasa- iiltii- taiaiu'f of ihakia'j; joo 
jiix-snii'ii or i‘Vi,;ii'(4>taiai!i;4 u hvuriuo iu a vouaiaoiily 
where disafi'eiiion lui^ not s]>n-;ul witloly uiid .'.ii.’k 
deeply !UiioH '4 the [leojilv. The tidinti’* <d’ tliuf I'.ui- 
gariau niovetitctit spread slrtwly, and atteiuptj* wvro 
made by hiterestud persons to give it dates ami to 
relate its c-ireumstanees iu that manner whieh miyhl 
best lead the world astray tw to its real uaturu. It 
will be well therefore to eater into paiiiimlars with 
some mumtenoss, grounding 8tatement« on fa<-ts 
which were from the bogmning before the public, 
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/<V:a;AK/A. 
tl!,< jtuhli'- Hi ih<‘ 

I, ,,, , jii,. Ti„i>,< ui' the 4l1l of May, 187G, 

.. •|■(., uis to 5 Htiltui ;4 M'vknw as yet iu tlie 

*.f'v.iy,'u ihr villaoe ofTatur itodjik, near 
PIJI;. }.as the tWtn*. The C!auuacan 

' ‘ a ftnixT servant oi MkUiat 

, ’■ ;* . ,>.it of S!i-di ineuials or mimous that 

‘ "' . . 4-,-« lv,iv,> 




tV.r iatid are ehuMHi .a]pearH to havt 

I l.M ivnoiiiv hvVoud all the limits of t le 

, , ., 1 ,;,,,..,.; au-l the threats ivhieh had bueu 
: I.u, huv,; been carried mto c4ect 

' iT i.i^ .ulnmliruaes. the iMudir, or ma- 

:,y Uh' ^iUHuv.and «ome of the p4ice tvho 
" ■■ u kiPed The ulihir, however, is said to 

!; ;;_ althoue-h the ^ dlscuntciit 

Ihd.jniia i- levity General Theahma m 

,, ...kui .:r,l,0.,.r.. 

■p, ,, (Vu.sumtmoi.k pc 

i,„ „ iy .,T i..v n,ihv»y ... ty y*. yJ 'p“ 

i„,„ ,-,i. l,v ...I,.'.' ."...1.- .vl,..a, ipju..t Ip 
... , ,i f,„„, Tr l.i».r..l, >0 vhicU mrt u..c mo- 
f wus allowed. Tho o.ove- 

.. ’ i throughout 

meijt of tlm iurse» 

"‘T.Th?« Udtor or thu nth . “ From Bulgaria « 

' ‘ nf mtiiQ of thoi» ettgagemeats 

luivo vaguo “lr T,„tea8rioteih«,tatof 

which a«. ‘t^^troath, aa if trith a 

lipywldcli wiih bated , 
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co^lsciou^1^t■s^ tiuu ii»t one will Ih'HiV'' v,,< •• 
more tliaii they buliuve thi'iiiM'h! ». 'ih* M- •• 
mans are anuiiisi, or hchio imovil, lu th* r.-^. . - *: 
tlie Clirisiians are H*aroii out <.f tlMHi ai-U « -t o 
to take to the open i-ouiitry. Ir-’op,- ;u> > ‘ ■ 

Adrianople and rhiiippoi'u-li with iiVi aTl,!. a,!;;., 

and in such large iuimher> tl'iiu a lo:--’ "S l-e’ ■' 
I’otrulurs is said to In* alreadr ii.ll', ’.a 'a 
districts.'’ 

These omirrcucus were <‘(iujlna<-u it; .■ i'O,.; ■ i' 
the 15 th : “ Tiio news iVoiu lhilgan.« i> it'C • .1 

satisfactory. Connnuiiiratiou hy laii a.’itl Vr r 
beyond Pliili]tpopoli is still interriijU' 4 , .'oiu ; 
siu'gents in grout iiiuuborM are .'til! inuU' i ii, ; i- ■ 
in the Balkans. The Ott'ijiiaii i'orei'' in i'- !,f . 
regular and irregular, are '.‘lid to he ttiMi’ tli'o, ‘‘ 

strong. The i^Jus^uhuaIl pupulat ixis ate hi o 

of the to\Yu.s, where they are aruiing asu! h-,, 

themselve.s. Thu Christian, s are ,'01111 * r-'ii ah'>t.i 
country, where terror and want dCtve tie tu into rh' 
rebel ranks.” 

And' in a telegram of the 5 th : “The iasurreeti'Ci 
in Bulgaria is extending. The insurgents are I'ttirin 
ing the Turkish villages. Tile Bashi-Buzouks ."h-.yot 
the Bulgarians from the trains us they pahS on the 
railway, and the telegraph is mterrapted. The mil- 
way servants are demoraiisod.” 

And in a letter of the 18 th : ** The insurgetiis in 
Bulgaria are waxing strong, and have pliwied them- 
selves in possession of the raEway and the tolegmph , 



BULGARIA. 


139 


taking up a position between Sarembey and Bellova, 
where they Ht'uiu to be ready to give battle. Great 
atrocities are daily perpetrated both by them and by 
the .siivago Bashi-Bazouks who are sent to oppose 
them, ami a panic Inns arisen among the railway 
isiiicials all along the line. Tliroughout Bulgaria 
and tile othei- provinces of European Turkey the 
^Mussulmans arc dying to arms and fortifying them- 
selves in the towns, while the Christians, unable 
to ry.sist, are running for a refuge to the moun- 
tains, and will soon be in possession of the open 
eoiuitry." 

And in a longer letter of the same date, i.e. written 
seven days after the fall of Mahmoud Xedim, and 
the in.'-tahnent of the Cabinet of which l^Odhat was 
the soul, it is >tated ; “But, admitting oven that 
foreign Power.s consented to leave this country to its 
own devices, acknowledging the right of the Softas 
to elaiui ‘Turkey for the Turks,’ and that its 
Govijnuiieiit, be it under the present or any other 
Cabinet, under the prt.-.'^tmt or any other Sultan, 
might be .so reconstituted as to render the existence 
of the Ottoman Government at ail possible, would 
the uiiects of any imaginable change be so immedi- 
ately fek as to rceonelie the revolted provinces and 
accomplish their jm-ification 1 This question may 
best be answered by the intelligence which reaches 
us from a variety of trustworthy sources as to the 
condition of some of the Bulgarian districts. 

“ ' At Perouchitza, a village of 2000 inhabitants, 
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urn RASTERX 

at the foot the Tvhodope tlu 1 

given no sign of disaftectutn, and had, un th- i>ir 
tra,ry, sent word to the imthorities at Philipp' 'n"!! ' • 

solicit protection against ''Oiiio iXhi>>‘Uliii:u! lucchi • n 

who evinced xinfriendlr intention" Noiiotii- v - 
taken of their application, Sonic of the l\lu'."u!ii. n 
moiintainecrh of the in i'^hhourheud ’n- 

bled round thc'i’illage and called upon tin < ini'ii e ~ 
to deliver up their arni'". Pjani flnir a 

struggle began, which uided in tin (onipl* tt d* "I'.'ii - 
tion of the village. Of it-" inhabit utt" oiti\ I u 
900 women and children were •"piii'i'd, v1io mi 
sheltered at Philippupoli iua'"tat( ofnlti i \m> !( h- d- 
ness and destitution. aoO xxoimn and t hildri n i * t‘ 
village of Avrat Alan, whiih ha" im t v, iili iln - • 
fate, have also "ought tin same nhu'. 11 < ' ■ 
Batak and other loialities arc lautn < •.’ ' t 

their homes, bereft of their fatlu i" ,ind hn"b Uid" ca! 
starving in the .streets of Tatar Bax.u djik imdOn! ]. . 
keui. Bands of armed !Mu""uInuui iit.nanili i * 
chiefly Circassians — ha\e been oigani'-t d, vhu i an; 
on havoc and do.soktion from villttgt t{) CilLut . .uhI 
do not even spare the lives of inoflen"ite wa}}an is. 
Murders are so frequent that some of tin* hudn s are 
left to rot unhuried in the fieltk Twelve of the 
fugitives from Perouebitza, women mitl thildicn, 
have been massacred at the very gates of Pliilippo 
poli. Complete anarchy reigns in one of the riche.st 
provinces of the empire, and only at t%vo days’ dis- 
tance from the capital. In the town itself of Philip* 



|K)|>oIi the alarm ih natuially very great. Eumourt, 
eirciilate of iutuutiouia harboured by the Mus- 

wilui.uw iigaiiis^t the ArcJibishop and the Bulgarian 
nu^ahIe^ of tile place, who arc pointed out as the 
instigators of the insurrection,’ eta 

“ I’hoiigh reports of Ibis natm-e are only a repe- 
limi of the hiUTors of whicli Hei-zogovina has long 
1)\ cii the theatre, and by wliich that province has been 
made a wiidtiucss, I am not prepared to assort that 
the report H arc free from exaggeration, or that the 
(.’hri'-tiau'- are not, on their own part-, guilty of the 
same ontragi as tliu'^e they have to endure. On 
both sides v e have men of the .same race, in the 
Sana, >tate of barhaiisin, arraved against each other 
by rtligicurt fanatieism, and roused into fury by the 
Si mt i g’ ancient giie\ am vs and long-cherished mutual 
laiicoms. But this ho-’tile dbi50.sitiun of the popula- 
linij-- uniuisal, hos\e\ei latent ; this, liability to 
.sudili ij and ti rrible (tuibreaks, bode no good to that 
’'ciii UR ut paeitiiMlicm buNtd on the establislmicnt of 
tipi.d right" between ^Moslems and Giaoms, which is 
said tit be the leading principles of IMidhat’s reform- 
ing policy, Xi»r would it be po.ssible to deny that 
this itate of things winch threatens the best pro- 
\imas of European Turkey with internecine ox- 
tenumaiion is in a great measure the result of the 
Govertimcnt’ts measures ; fur the signal for these 
liorror." was given by the authorities tvhon they 
called to ann.s bands of undisciplined Bashi-Bazouks, 
recruiting them especially among those wild Circus- 
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siana, whole colouios of \shoT;n Mofo |«ir]iO'tl} m-oir 
to settle in Biilajaria ’s^ith <i vitnv io tenuit*'! t!v 'in- 
armed and dcfoncelc''a (lhrj''ti.ui'i. InIt.iM JutKiV 

to deal with the revolted provinn at lu'i* dw 
crotion, and fi*ee from foreieu intervene inti. h t>> all o'' 
her to pacify hy entirely <k“'tro\ ini' them, i I*'-' 
even seon the reports of ''e^eral f«m i'^n Cen'ith .ii 
Adrianople, all agreeing on liio iihnost luen dile 

statement that the eonviets in the gaol of that 
have been called out one by lUie arnl oilud tin 
alternative between Iangni^hin!4 in j>ro!nn!,''i d M«;i 
finoment and receiving freedom, arms, and iimu' \ o* 
they would enlist in the ranks of‘ tin* < hanijiioiis . •* 
the'^'Holy War.’ Thme can be htib d.mbf o * < 
their choice.” 

And in another letter of the suiie date, it i- la ’ 
stated : 

“ Beside.s the 18 , 00 () legular troopn .dii idy i - 
.semblcd there, there are thousands <\{' B tsld-fli/ -id . 
that are being enlisted and aimed by th< amliot’a: i. 
to the great tenw both of iriends and Un - lb- 
insurgents are supposed to muster about Im* 

only about half of them may be leekttm d as }i-/Liin4 
men, the remainder merely eonsistin-g oi'uoun n and 
children, whom either the fuiT of the Turks ni th. 
orders of the insurgents have driven from thejr 
habitations. Of the scotes or hundreds of killed 
and wounded in encounters, of wMch official IwUotin!* 
give us frequent aocounte, not a few belong to this 
helpless non-combatant class, Ming in a quatrol in 
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w'llifh they ean take no pait ; falling both during 
and after the action. Tho Ba&hi-Bazouks are iudis- 
criininating robbers,, as well as cold-blooded mur- 
derers, and driven to despair, their Christian adver- 
saries are apt to become hardly any better, though 
the report that six of the Imperial IiTeguIars had 
been ri»i!''ted to death at the Bcllova railway station 
has lately been contradicted. ‘ The men were killed,’ 
ve aie nov assured, ‘but in fair fight.’ 

“ The theatre of the insurrection is for the present 
limited to that mounlain region on the southern 
vartvdied <if the Balkan, from which the Maritza 
iiin\s into its broad valley, fenced in on one side by 
the main Balkan eliain itsell’, and on the other by 
that lone ridge luMtu-hing from it now known under 
file name of Bespoto-Planiua, but .still bearing in 
some maps its ancient appellation of the Rhodope. 
I’lu Balkans here aie mantled ^n^h deep forests in 
all their goign-s, and were veiy lately visited by a 
siiuw -'Uaiii. The Rhodope is less lofty, but bare 
and niggnl, and in many points forbidding and 
inaceessibk-. Along the valley of the Maritza runs 
the jaihvay fioiii Coiistautinojile, through Adria- 
nople and Philippopoli, and farther through tlie 
disturhed district to Tatar Bazardjik, Sarambey, and 
Bellova, where now is the terminus. Within this 
district, (‘ut of eighty villages, only fifteen are said to 
be still extant, the remainder having been depopu- 
lated and burnt, either by the Turks or by the 
insurgents themseb' , n theii- anxiety to commit 
the whole population's, juMComplices to their despe- 
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rate venlure. The ^hek' jetfion "onth "i ihi 
does not propeily Ixlong* t<* Bniu.ui!, huf sin uld, is 
a part of ancieiil Thi.ne, line hn n i' *1 

into the piwineo of Roimielii or Vt!nanc|lt ki.* 
great confusion has latdy hten iutuulueui io t 
Turks in their teinUnial divisjous. rnnl tie 
denomination of their nr dt parimt ut'. 1* i' 

been an anged upon other tliau giogiapiin »1 nt li« 
torical considerations The iwoiod populuion is, 
ho^verer, mainly Bulgarian, thuii„h, .ts tlwillus n', 
the mountains, and chully hadsimn, hunt'!' u 
smugglers, the peasantry of the iialk.ui ai» la t ctiib 
a hardici andbiavLr,but akoa intm a<hi runo S' n >! 
troublesome race of nun than tin n »_! . 

bretlmen north of the mountains, on tht iin i i k 
Danube Abd-ul-l\tiiin Pisln, is ( itntiin!id< ’ 

Chief of the foiecs, left yostcidat Cujistantinoj it 
a special tram fui AdiniiUipk 

And in a kttui of ilay I nth ‘-Thi (iou mrie \ 
of the Poite, whethei c(»nsciuuslv oi luiwittiii.h “ 
summoning to its aiduh.ttcttr stieiigth tJiM. luc 
yet lemain in the old Mohimumdan * k nt- nr Tie 
whole MusHulman population isnrtir— a !a?t.( poitjon 
already in the ranks, thu rest e\ iiywin.it suppljuJ 
with arms and amnumition, rwidy for any euu igt la y . 

In Bulgaria, Chiistiaus and Mokimmedans ar etirt idt rl 
into two camps ; the latter inastere in tin* towiw, the 
former fc possession of the country and of the iiuwt 
important ways of communication in some distrirts. 
Were the Christians supplied with avaikHe woa|»oii»* , ij 

'J 
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Hith provi'^ion'. aiui alile loadei-i, their niOTement 
wdulfl ‘.(Hrtj iiuu'h laij^tr jivoportioiis than 

attanud hy that paltry Horzet>oymian 
iiiMiiTiftidii, whifh in a finv months has i-tdnced the 
n -lOiin IS of tin* Poitu iilmo.st to utter exhatibtion.” 

And in a h tt( r of Mav 2Gtli * “ IMeanyhile, that 
llishi-Bazcmks and ( 'ircassiaiis ha\ o not been painted 
%\ith too (lark coiouis, w<' may inior from what wo 
ri ad in a httir fiom Widdin j'niited in ono of the 
pii}M rs published in Constantin()])Ie, La Tiiiquie, 
uudi ! tlu supa\ision and with the consout of the 
(k iisor of the Fniicau dc la Prosse . 

‘•‘The knot l)Oiouoh.s of Dm hunt, Aviat-Alan, 
Pttiid), and ( lutUutklo ui, arc now merely black 
spof- on tilt iii'i]i. Pillage, the swoul and the have 
made th< u .i wikUiiuss ofaslios. As boon as these 
fniKam ( ucassuiis hnikt into one of these villages, 
sluii limt tan was to penetuiti by main force into 
iht hiHisis ,t (IV of distil ss aiose from tin. women 
and ihildnn tin n pUboUt. ami Jive minutes later a 
dt ad sildui followed n]ion the slnieks of those poor 
ht Ipli ss as w ell as guilihs^ hiings The sabre, the 
yatagiian, and the tiile did their work, and the tiro 
ai'hieiid whateMi liad hieu left incomplete/ 

“A iLimour .igainst the further emplojmient of 
these feiocious iiTCguIars has been raised through- 
out the (ountry, e%on by well-meaning and loyal 
l^luhsulmans ; but the (io\ eminent .seem to trastto 
terror tiH the best means to overcome opposition, 
and we must prepare for a repetition, of the same 
VOL. li. 35 
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indifreKmi'tmth. {lilt fl .H vh ^ -l-ii-. r •, .;M 
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iiu-'pariiu m th( u n- ' Mi'/ i:- 
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.uo nut bk' J'n i : '■> d < t >■ ’ 
a cmivtitutMl .‘lid i -p ’ “-d ' . . r i I ’’ 

then nut'tau( ' li th<\ at- t\ ' ’ ' ' 'i 

nNullot .I "puiil It 0 i * I <i < i '• 

1 (launci! it thi'ii Hid <1 • ’(! it i p • i < 

(h\cll at iu it> I it u_tb I < tli •!' ' li o > ' r ’ 

atiwiti* ' in !*> sL n i * i mi t - i'l ■. i 

itb tb 1 • t ’ d ‘ ’ b ! 1 ' t 

li iho ( ol'iiun- 111 r I , p ; 
ni‘ iht ilnjli'li Pp ui I ti” i! ! ' ‘ 

"Whn 1 Ain .uiM tii> 1 < |u o< .! 1 * 1 i 

Mluib tilt ''Ont]!i in "lopt '• lit ' 1(1 fl *' i. ■ '*> 

tlie ■'Ccnt , tin v uip ii- ptPf .t to , b 

iUinino of "Mav, .ittainu! tip l li i.'’ ’ i i'p !;■ 
iiiiddlo of that jjioiith >,t aln n tli t m'. . f o’ »> o' 
^^lueh spiaii‘4 fioiji t)ii INPnu't > . i i! n pi- «i! ilo Htf! 
— that of Mtbuiui't, litHhili, MnilMt. Ilu-.'iiii \\ia, 
Ah<l-ul-Iveniu, and Utflif rr o far tin* 

means employed for its reprt S'-ioa ; that this < Ptvj rii- 
meiit, though they were, rloubt!»'«.s, hitra-wed by the 
open civil war they had to HU«tain in HowoginiriJHaml 
needed largo forces for the nuiiiiteimritu of order nt 
Salonica ami in otiier disturiiied diHtricte, were, how- 
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< v»>r, not so utterly destitute of troops as they were 
subsequently repiesentud to have boon, but wei'O able 
til muster the two jcj^iiuents which were “ instantly 
suit bv r.uiway {'roin Coustantinojilc to Philippopoli ” 
bi {‘ore the till of JFay, and to add new detachments 
from day to day till, before the middle of the mouth, 
tluy bad gathered thero an army of 18,000 men. 

It is e\ident, however, that the (Jovernment cither 
had fi oiu the beginning exaggerated to themselves, 
f*r utre In nt on e.xaggerating to the woild, the im- 
portance of that Bulgarian movement, and that, as 
the insurnvtion in thu Herzegovina was thought to 
have ac(|uiri d its vast propot tious ow ing to the siack- 
iKss with which the Government of Mahmoud 
Xi'dim had pioceeded against it, it behoved that 
Gland Vwitr's sm.'cessors to act on the Pnncipbs 
iihAif maxim, and to employ the utmost energy in 
-tampmg out the isrst sjtarks of the Bulgarian revolt 
( It tiny laid time to bleak out into a great eonila- 
giatmn Be it remimbmxd that the new Ministers, ' 
aial tsptcially l^Iiilhat, had come into office preceded 
by a wide-spread reputation for liberal rii'Ws, that 
tiiey pridtd tliemselves ujiou their popularity, and 
tonecived that tin ir mere presence at the Porte 
ought to bax'e been hutlieiont to inspire contidence, to 
alky disaffection, and to rally till parties around them. 
Tliat their feelings hlioulti be wounded, and their 
anger roused, by those Bulgarian troubles inau- 
gurating, so to saj, their tenure of power, was 
extremely natural, and it was to bo expected both that 
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plot aiiaocl ai Tliuyxii.'niuhatiiiii Mi'ail Pp 
put of flic |)0|tuiat)u!i. ^Vo-aiii, ili.n tfc «!ipprr 
of tlie rovolr, iuul tin: lUoiitH i‘V uui‘'h if rtO' 
achieved, wt-ro mutti'i's oft!) {! ■null policy wiOi rthich 
foreign Powers had ito righi lo ujoiidlo ; iljai lie 
same or worse atrocities had heen perpet rated in it!l 
ages and countries by rulers cuidixaiied by rci**'lH 
with arms in their hatids, ami especially by robeis 
who did not ndy on their own strmigth, ami i»ch«?<J 
did not oven act on their own iiapuliw, but depended 
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on aiieii ami were tliu mere tonis of a foreign 

intrigue. It wa.s not a home faction, it was argued, 
hut Paiislavi.snt, but llussia and Austria, that the 
J'oi’ttj had tu put down iti Bulgaria, and against such 
ftirniidaltlc ndvcrsaric.s there could ho no weapon the 
use of which was not allowable and just ifiahle. 

The t iovertuaeut of the Purto might ho entitled to 
tlio use uf all tlutso arguiitouts, aud these might he 
>iiti>!aerory to the European Governments, to which 
iliev wt-rif pruhiihlv addressed. J\ihlicu]>inion, how- 
ever. uas not so ea.dl} (juiotod, and when the world 
wa- eoin itl'-ed witli the N ews from PhiIi]>pupoli,” an 
altogether different line of defence was deemed oxpo- 
dieiit. Then it was that a Prime ^Minister of the Crown 
oj‘ England ~!.itud up in his place in Parliament, and 
declared that the alleged atnxdties of Bulgaria were 
either idle fuhrications or absurd exaggerations 

OO 

ot' seii,-«;uioii:ii new^pa])er eurrespoudoiits, and that 
then- ua< nothing in the information thuv received 
frota their diplomafic and consular ageJits to confirm 
the ;danoing rejierts. Diplomacy did thus tlirow a 
gaiUitift tojournali-m which the Pres, s was in duty 
hound to take up, and a etiulUci arose, eonducive, as 
it was natural to exjiect, to the interests of truth. 
'I'owtirds the ndddle of July iu.structiotns were con- 
\ i‘yra.l from the Foreign Office in London to her 
ilaje.sty'.'k Amhassador, Sir iCeiiry Elliot, to send an 
agent to the ]3ulgarian districts to inquire into the 
alleged atrocities perpetrated there. In obedience to 
the telegram reucived on July i8th^,!Sir Henry 
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Elliot m^tniiw! :sh\ Vf^v.rnii-u! WoimE fn pru. 
ceo^l tti Philipp^^p^^H. tnul jip|4i‘M! iu !\{* i;« iii*'! 
Pairfiili fur a Ymria! lutt^r, a aiii] 

ttccreclitiiiii: tu thu uuihuriiif «. H- o 

tliat titu A 

Igiiatieftl whu alsu lual im u^kwuIu* ai !!.i! 

pkwjitiil fruni tliu \Wi iaitfnak Ui-nirluiav . 

sent tliufu uui- uf Pa* ip* u| li\ farj ! u, . 

Priiio? Tzc^rlatuW' i'^7^ , riii 

Btis-suin army in tltr tiflt! — :tii4 li;" >i>''V.i'“'i' ■>. ■■"u 
linuiiif^ the wor'^t luirrur^ vu* IumI h'.iiti ni 'i* ;>ij--, 
hail br-t'n for ;i wla'l-,- iownth tin* i|;> ro-' <<‘‘ om> i- 
mont aad auimailviaoirtit in iui' <ii|'lin!'.'',i lo ('Ijv;i » '■’( 
the Bosphorus. 

Althoni.'li so inuth latfi.ami '.iily ujinn ?ho 

pn'>'- tii’ilcr of Li>nl iK-rtp.Sh' iituny Ihtio'. a- I 
have saul. peViM iv'ti the iH- (sp oi' liihiiv h’s 

o\V!i ag'eiit ; hut he ehiutooii hl-> luitni ,it t;i>- .-!■ iritih 
hour, and cluiru-ed witli the tui-'ieii. oi' Nf r. 

Wrench, his seeuml secretary. Mr, I Jaring. utteiiif •.{ 
by Mr. Baring's fathcr-iu-htw. Mr. FiV'l.-rick (iiiar 
racfino, a Levjintine. tlieu lu* logger ati.i.-lied to Iter 
Maje.siy’.s .service. Thh .stjitstitiltiou g;t\c gnat 
offence to the English rtfsidmits jit h'uiistatiiiuopi", 
and for obvittuH reiisuiis. »Sir Henry Klliot, either 
because he di.sbolitsvnd tint reports of tin* {tllcgcd 
, atrocities, or becatjso ho atbifhed no iutporbuujt! i»» 
them, had suffered more than two immilw b* elapse 
without— if Mr. Disraeli’s statoment in the 'Houni* 
of Commons is to be taken to the letter — swpfjiying' 
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her ^lajvsty’s Gevemiiiout with sufficient, or indeed 
with liny iufuruuiiioii winitever on the subject. He 
liiid sent iio uiiui to Plulippopoli, though ho knew 
that ilie l!.lI^^iau Amhussador had despatched his 
oM'n dipluHuuie agent to the spot, whose statements 
Sir lieury might have deemed it advisable to place 
himsiir ill a position to i-ontradict and to refute. 
,\uH the Foreign OfHce desired that an inquiry 
slinuhl be iuhtitutod, it became necessary, not only 
to pi'o\e wluii truth there niigiit be in the reports of 
the alleged al^ociti^.!^. but also to understand the 
reasons .Sir Henry Elliot may have had either to 
diM/rt.-dit t1ie.se rejiorts or to consider them unwortliy 
tile attention of her Ahijesty's G-ovemmeut. “It is 
Sir Uenrv Iiiniself." (he English residents at Cou- 
.-lautlnoph* >:ud, ’* wlio is uti his trial in this iu(|uiry, 
and who mu.'-l answer us he best can for his lung reti- 
c.'Uce. It, was desirable fur his own sake that the 
aui sii euipioyed should be Us fully independent of 
his aiithorite as circumstances allowed, and it is 
greatly lo be regretted that he should have departed 
from Ids iirst choice, which had been sugg-ested to 
him by the Kureign Office, and which public opinion 
here had unaniiutmsiy approved.’’* 

,For their own part, the correspondents of English 
and tkher foreign journak in Constantinople were re- 
solved on having an inquiry of their own, and they 
eiitrustod it# dhwtion to Mr, Schuyler, the newly- 


** See JJoie at end of chapter. 
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arrived American Coiisul-iteuerul aiid Sei'n tarv >‘i 
Legation, who al once j'lroceeded to I'hilijijtojtoii, 
attended bv a well-known corresponilent ot tin* A» 
York Ih’ivhf, wlu> also ^\riile ibr one os‘ ih.- 1 .oinlou 

prints, anti by other jouri!i(li''l.'' oi good rejnue. At 

the same time the ( >o\ I'l'inn' nt of tijo i’orio, wiueh 
ought to iuue bei‘umo>t iiiie!'t.> 0 ’d in ihro\\liig ligiit 
txpon the subject, sunt Ki.-m: Paxiia, t teiu-nd iJirei-ti.r 
of the Admiui''iratiou of' linliroet Tn\t: ji- .1 Sji-'cL! 
Commissioner to preside o\'ertiio Jiiptiiin. ily oolor 
of her AEajesty’s S-erilary oS* St it'- tbr foi-'-mn 
Atfidrs, Air. Dnpui'', tiie liriti^U r.iion! at Adr;:iii- 
ople, had also proceeth.'d to !-diiiip|H.]ioii. a [ laco oc n 
may well wonder the Hortlit Cons', d ha*l noi C.-i'e! 
before. 

Those wiio renienibcred tho rosobs ,.f inopiiin ' of 
the saute nature itistitnted, at the rctjiifsi os’ i'd'Cen 
Governments, at 1 faniuscii', at deddidi, n; 
and elsewhere, weiv not very s.-uienin' Os to tin up- 
shot of a dive into the Well ot’ trtnii, w'eie'n e!iui> -o 
late after the eve-nts, and afti r ii- wan <■' h*id been 
almost hopelessly truubled-' o|’ s, arch into par- 
ticulars which so many eoulliciiiio' interi si,, eonspin d 
to involve in obscurity, I’ln- .std.ject, hon.-v er bad 
a prospective as well as a retrospective inten/st. and 
the question lay not so much in the pussibilify of 
proving- or disproving tltu atrocities svhit-h had bcvu 
perpetrated in Bulgaria, us in (,1m pruetieubility 
of preventing the atro{.‘itie.s which were aG.nit W be 
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or uor«* already artually being emniuitted «>n the 
and Mnuteiiegrin btirders. 
llir int|ujn«s id’ tin; Eiiglbli ami Aioeriean Coiii- 
mU'iimi ts lasted iibuvf a month, and tiuf results 
Vit-ri' iinly juiblislicd towards the latter end of 
Auu'U't. Mr. Haring had d(mu his duty diligently 
am I i'i'ii'«'ietuions!y. and deserved the applause nut 
only of llti- < ducrniiU'iit and of the Ambassador 
V. ito !i:id employed him, but also uf those who bad 
thouubs shat hi-' po.'ition us a saburdinale member 
ot' ili«' End»ii*.sy migbl interieru with the oxereise of 
li’r- iiairpnali m judouient, aiul make iiim reticent 
on !in\ !jii!tt'-r uddi-h euuld seem disparaging to the 
I'ouduei ut'l.!se]iiet‘. Mr, Bariiig's report was found, uu 
th ' whole, to uoreitwith that of Mr. .Schuyler’s letter 
l'» I;,. A iiieriean I'tFinir'tcr. Both the,se gentlomeu 
had '•I I oui with a hrm purpose to find out tlie truth; 
lii. I'higiishuiaii hoWt.'Ver was sipijmsed to be some- 
nli.it urinated by Turkish predilections, while the 
Amerirau wa.. possibly swayed by cmitrary feelings. 
Boiji l,arl to apply for information to the same 
s.iurees" to tile imthoritics of the Ottoman Govem- 
meid. and to such >;ye-u hnessc.^ as could be induced 
f-> volHU’cer their stutemeuts regardless of eonse- 
»{Uences. Both Hckiiowietlged that they had been 
sriit too late, yet botli wcrtf able to visit s}iots where 
tin,; traces t»f the havoc which swept over the land 
wi,*re not wholly oblitemtod. As far as I was able 
to Hiako out positive facts fropi the n^iwatives; of 
I.M>th jiartiort, I thought then, and tstfll tMnh> ono may 
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come to tlie concluhiou that in tlu lir-t place tin* 
movement 3 \lxic'h atttmded with Mu-h dni'iui i ini- 
sequences couJcl hai’dly bu dehcribed H" .ni in^uiiM 
tionaiy outbreak, altlinugh doidxtlw'S the ulami «t! 
the authoritioh and of the ^ru'^vulmau pitpul.uit n 
was very great. Agents of tlu P.uislii\ie Cum 
mittees, one of whom, a Servian, wii'i meutioii««! ly 
name, travelled from one Chrhtian village u* aiiotln r. 
striving, though 'with little suei e‘'S, to roUM> the pi i- 
santry to a .souse of the sutfeiiiig> to \\hii‘h tint 
were exposed, and promising tin- redn ■"< oi th>u 
grievances. Thu Christians hot\ oi won un.unit d 
and unable to ofiev any availing K^i-'lauoi lu tin 
Mussulmans whom the authoiitU'- statn i.dlMi into 
action. The Christians weiu in im in-'lnui i tio 
aggrefehors. As an evamjih', the fati of Ilatak was 
cited, a flourishing ChiiAiau i*i>miuu!nty of Tmto to 
9000 souls, up in the mountains at about u hour' 
distance from Tatar Bazauljik. That town w i' 
surrounded by eight or ten irohamnicdau ^illagi". 
the population of which had bt‘cu e\( ittd by appn > 
hension of murderous dcftigu^ among the Clu i^tian-, 
and were detcmiinecl to be bcfoiehand with tin in. 
The Turks assembled in groat foiee round Batak. 
They summoned the Christiams to lay d(»wu thw'r 
arms, such aims as they had, and ujjoii their refusal 
they over|Jowered the feeble resistance, invaded the 
town, broke into the hoases, took many of the lucni 
prisoners, and laid hand on all the portable goods of 
the defenceless inhabitants. Thinking then, appa* 
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i> thiit ir ly iniiflit hi* htM ameealinl if 
n ii, ft tn ti.)! tlii* tail', tht'v imirdeied one l)y 
MiH al! th.- jiiisiruu-'-, a-- thov e.illed them out t)f a 
lno< IviHi whu tliey hiul |ieun«l tliem up, and 
♦ .iiii* ‘! < 'M f !» huti'lu ly hoii! liuiiM' to homH"*, ending it 
iu tlu I li'is* ii, a v.i-ft I liifjee in vhirh a great multi- 
tuii*. t >i!- i!s of’ wouitn ami ehildmij had run for 
n fnj* id' tin vholt populatmn. from ISOO to 
‘.‘oo-t wi, !( ■'.tid l(i li.ive > x'ajn (I The hodit'N still 
lymo ujihufii d tlft r thn e months were reebmud at 
ai«‘Ut J HM* tn tin English and at nearly twice that 
ma.d.'! U! ill- VnHiii-aii u]>oit. IMr. Earing and 
hi' un- if 1)1- j. who ik»T vi'itid the place, scared a 
piik tiioir tiiaii U'U wild don-, wlw were holding 
ihi ;i )ii>i- I'U' t- i't on those mrnil.iteil remains. The 
lode ' 1 u ui la tp', t, spi.s.illy iu the church awl on 
li lioki! jtl I- « "hi ips of torn, mauoled. and 
-I tit--! lim!*' among ilnm im hodics of infants 
I'-uld !>- do.js had k‘ft nothing but the 

i'oia' »hi>, Miiild icit I ru!ii*li I siial! not dwell on 
JjoMoi- nh,'. h th- I \t' iUid-nost-witW'sst-H have only 
too rt(li d<'C!iiad, siifBci it that the murdered lay 
at fh- luii. still uuhtiiiui, and their murderers, still 
uji|ianisU*d, wirt, ni poshesstoii <if the -stolen cattle, 
of tlu o,,l,| ;,ju| '.iher, uwl all the vaUinbles which 
piompted thi'ir frightful I'xecutiom The statement 
that both at Batak and other planes, and more espe- 
cially «l Perottehita, old laon were burnt alive, 
women virdatod, then burnt alive, old people’s eyes 
torn froui thsir sockets, limbe out oC pregnant 
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woiueix ripped open, unborn hiibes curried oji bayo- 
nets, little cliildreu made to carry tbc hcud-' o! tic ii* 
slain playmates, etc., must needs rest <(U tlie cv’idcnc' 
of Bulgarians, wbose account" may be exaggcvab-ti. 
At Perouchitza the sctMies of pluud<’r. hist, mid 
murder are said to havt* lastcil tlirco days. ! mU'.t 
observe, however, that, its u;is n;itund to t xjicct, tht.- 
Pii olish Commissioners could hring no Uitlgiirlitti 
woman to confess tbat a rape laid hocn cojmnittcd on 
her person, with tlic exception of sottic scry icgeif 
persoUvS. The Turks add in ilicir JU"litic!iiioii that 
rape is a crime forbiddmi hy the Koraii, but ui' 

men forgetting the iujunecious of their religion or- 
not uufretpient iu iiny country, h’ltr their nsui p.m 
the Bulgarian Christians, if \ve mas accept if., 
testimony of their Auierican frictnis, ticscr kllleu 
Turkish women in cold blood, viohilcd iuid tortuf<d 
none, desecrated no niu.scpie, anil cosumitted n.in,- ,t.‘ 
the outrages imjmted to tJicui in oilicial Otlonniti 
statements. The reipiosL nnidc by iMr. Silmylcr to 
the Turkish uutlioriiies to furiiLsh liiiii with th<- 
naniGb of the authors of the alhiged (.'itristiiui out- 
rages, or of the places wlmre they were supjjosid to 
have been committed, received no iiiiswer, iuid some 
of the eases mentioned by Iviiuu Paslui, upon it 
close investigation, proved to be unfounded. One is 
glad, for the honour of our common humanity, to 
find in the English narrative signal instances of 
righteous and generous Mussulmans, by whose brave 
exertions mapy of the hunted Christians were saved, 
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!i. tlif iuuliuritU's and to tlic 
In ; • „;» i {,,r. tute lor thtir pruvfiitiim 

o’ri ‘.ai'iiv J,‘) <!" i, 

't:- I'y.K ', ! f'l til, .'Mr.dns't of tho Turkish 
i > ii*, I'lu.iid' ihi' liu !! (i<‘i!iinni-od by the 
pid*!' • .N t;,.’ Mh'i::!.;.! jnsiiyiatui's or rhief actsjrn 
■ t';.. ^ bu!cti--< it s it i> well-ktumii that 

(Cn‘ ihily. Minister Ibr Foreign 

A o! d !«_' lie upficu' that (In slatwat-ntH of 

i' ' I li'. i r day and nionth atlcr 
r. i-ij tin hhiglisli laiblie, Sent, a note 

A ''d-;-,- 'I'dM, uf ( 'i.'nsiantiiiojui-, bidding hint 
>.,,r ?!>> and bring thciu to Justice, 

; .',,t ,, o'ld- r r. an ia;ion of tiH' worst exeesses 
■ i* r-.'*: . \!niii'd Agbas. and others. The 
(r.,; re !’ n!' !i» uhicli th>j note was 

1 -' ! e.-ij .' .0 d 'n\ Sir fi-my Klliot went repcatudly 
5;.!. 'h- Ap '■ Ilf s. e, (ling miinnissions, in.Aituting 

j <e.‘ a'. • fi.'a'i-niasliid, It liowevcr liap- 

n- ' ■ •! !,■ ,■> et .‘Njl-ini-M. A few olotnin' wretchc-f?, 

N'e!'} i-r 'i.'j. /-• I olid* ■iiiui'd and possibly executtlL 

il'i> Sit. fk.'i Pu.'-ua never vt.is fairly trietl, wade 
hi:.!*. 'If e.oispieno'as af ron'tantinopie ou ail sidtimn 
f'reosion.h a.-rl itJ spite of all iinpink-id eontradiciions, 
wa.s appoiiilrd to |h.*s{s i'»f honour, to high wminaud 
in the ariny, litvi on the Danube and finally in 
Afinecia, xvlieroliu’w e?en now (July, 1877), putting 
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tho reputation he lias a-' a s-'iili’-r ?■. actn.: 

test. 

Both thw yhel’kef anti ono I'l thi* Am" il A'^ii i'. 
in whose house thi‘ Jha’^itli-ni in tn-- < "Jaao'- ■ 
Inquiry was ifiiteriaiiU'fi H'- a 'iU' 't. v.i'Ut / x.ir 
teirding that iluy had nt'tlini'4 tn r ; t' t..* } 
in their pocket, tlie orders of i!,i tr'V* rn’i'.' le oi .■!' 
which they had prnceedcd, Tl.e r-al m > . c 
atrocities were rhe hu-n at tic le ;),d nf (»..■».; ; 
mem, Hussein Avid, Alni-ir ■ K-r'Ui, ..tidi < -p > 
3 lklhat, wliu. altl'iuugh at tl’.e imc e'li'i a M'u,-.! • 
without ]iortthlin, exercisi'd .■ gr'Ui e'li",.’-" ''M t’,' 
Council of which lie ua' Pr'>i',h m, v-/ - u i',- 
the soul of rhe ( ’ahinei. Tie n* is .-e* d '.’o!, 
llielos. autl it eouid he pMUed. *i„i! Sf. ‘ k ’ ■ . 

instauucs exctjedi-d hi- it.-erU' 5 1'Ci-. ..:,d m- 
of mere wanttui ai'i' ej' f cn.-;!;,. 

In flu* iiu'unuhile the eeurJ « m i!;;.-; 
throughout tlie priuiuc- \s. v. c.o y i','^ , .i, . 
havoc auiuiig tht; ihii-eiu-iui;-, \ i' !• d •'! t i 

of having been iinpiicatfd iii t;u' c<ui-p;r,i,'V <; ,■ 
said to have it.s nuniticudoi.'' tiiri,i('4h. nt .n: 

Ttirkev, and in the ahortivt,* itessirr-o-ti -tm;- mv t' ; ‘ 
hj which it was ivveaicd, Muuv lajudo'd.. t.f tht 
]toor wretches, either very 'UJuniarily tried or n>-t 
trietl at all, were hangetl or .du'it. id Pldijj>|ie|s,‘in .'»! 
Tatar Bananijik, Tirnovn, aiul other jdaces, lie- 
prisonH of Adrknopie, ami eviftt of Con-wtainiuoplc, 
were crowded with them. Huiidretk of ihctw w«;fu 
landed at the Gulden Horn, lomiod with eru»hiiig 



ii-'iH-;, wen' in tiu' t'oinmon jail, and thrown 

isii't dark dnii_tft;ons whore in two or tlrree weeks ten 
r fi-nt, (tf tlu-iu porislied of the bad air and of the 
lianl'iiujK and |)rivaticms to which they wore exposed. 

1 Wii um- by Sultan Mnrad, the other by the 

pr. .-rni Sijltan. pa>sed over their heads, and the an- 
{'•■tuna nn hi that they would soon be free was even in- 
tif'iat* d tn theiii. But as late as the end of June, 1877, 
t" h-r ihv fxpnvsioji of a humane friend, who in- 
ton ,'t< d hiinsolf in their fate, “no bolt was drawn.” 

A variety of opinions prevail as to the judicious- 
Uf''. of Luni Derby's intimation to the Sublime Porte, 
and doJiitts ari'ir as to whetlier even the position of 
’furkoy i!« a proteeted or “<.»naranteGd” state could 
jii'tity v> peremptory a dictation of the course her 
t em riijiietit shi'uld pursue in its administration of 
j5!-tiee. Ilm if Ijord Derby considered himself 
.onl.'tiri'sed in tims far interiering in the domestic 
.i.ilblr-' of :i friendly state, and thereby implicitly dis- 
putini tlir elalnis of the Porte to the rights and pri 
vili-geM of i-omplute independence, it is a pity that 
lii.- lord.ddp ^}^Juld not have in.sistod upon himnghis 
note tr>-utird with greater respect, and his demands 
."ompliod with; a pity that he should have assumed 
.* foil.* »»f reprom-h and command which was in the 
end only to meet with .silent disregard and cool con- 
tempt. We are told thtit the note was never meant 
as an eaniest document ; that it was only intended 
to throw dust into people’s eyes, to gm a cheap 
credit for humanitarian zeal, and to; silence the 



lf,u Tin J IS// n \ ' ’’ 

daiiKnii \\ith tlu ( wa-' .i" i '>11^ n- 

oppoucitt''. {'ut 5 do Utit tluuk LhmI t ! ! ^ 

tollear’Uc'i oaiutd imuh l‘\ tli< t: polu v o1 » t 
Tlicj '^aved tbeii ai tin i sp- u- » t I’l' > -’loi 
England dui not n u liiih « onn o!i ttuh I o’j ; N ■ ■ 
that tunwutinu, and it t" ! it |i<\'d 'i *■ n 
timL‘-E-ei\i!i '4 pnluy did iin a* "d to tin to.Mi a ! 
that nM-rl it a'' a p.uty \\t ip.ia \ (n . m >' j' 
nc%er uiuB'i nmdi \>\ L,i\H )'4 m lo it' o’c, ' m 
It ■'hoidd ha%i a nf t- nv>t '>’i' , > 

It (dll '■tand by it Win n it ho' i” nj d it 
may a'- tto!! yne up it'- [H-nii-lu''. 

\{)T i: 

.SoiiK of tin oi<unii„ t’i 'f o 

niuits H ])ui(!n( ul 111 til' til O' t h <1 1 I !> (i ' » > 

ivoxtr-'V of i jkiniiul ii!tin> b tw« ’ li 

Elliot and 111} -df upon tin 'uh)' t lU w'- ’ ! > 

in jinliot.* to .dl p.uiii'. _i\s tlu o id'! 'i ’ii< -i ' i 
expLmatiou 

At the tinii of till (ullitiak iti ISuEuii 1 ’> 
quently 1 Lt t i\ ed tin tisit-, of v*. i, 

nn, uifonnalion iispit tni '4 tin oiiii.u< « wiai 1 a* 
oi‘ daily oinuusno in Out piotnn < . and ui'.. i , _j o, 
nu* to call tin- aritutiuii oi' On Kitjli-h publn t»= fit. 
Mibjoct. J promisod tiiy a''''iM.m(‘t‘ a*» f.ii a-( h ooiild 
bt made available, but in every iii‘'tnif(' I 
mended my vniitors to proceed to the limhut^ny, .uni 
lay tbeir complaints before her Majesty's Ambassador, 
who had greater power, or indeed who alone had 
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power to redress tlicir wioiigs. Those persons, how- 
ercr, for the most part came hack to me complaining 
that they had boon coldly lecoivcd, and that they 
had boon unablo to luako any impression on the 
-Imbassador’s mind or heart. Upon an occasion in 
which I WTote to him on tho subject, Sir Henry, 
allowing that “unfortunately, a great deal about the 
atrocities committed in Bulgaria may ]>e true,*’ but 
a<lding that “It is kept out of sight that at the coin- 
mcnc(*nu'ut of the insunection the same diabolical 
policy was followed in Bulgaria, as had been adopted 
in ilerzc'govina — viz,, that the insurgents, or their 
instigators, ddiherately committed imhcaid-of atroci- 
ties on tho ^Fnssuliuans for the purpose of pi evoking 
I't tahation, and consecpient exasperation between the 
tvo races.'’ I belitne that there was here some con- 
fusion latveen the hlann* that fell on the deliberate 
at ts t>f thi' (loveimm'nt and what might he looked 
II] ton as the outburst of the evil passions of an un- 
fiMli'td poople. Wlu-tlur the Christians oi the 
iMu-suimriiis In gan is mattu of little moment, though 
fiw will admit the hypothesis that citlier jiarty 
slaughtered the other from a mere hope to be 
slaugbtired in its tuni. But Sir Homy xvent on : 
“Tlien the Circassians and othews proved themselves 
to be the aavagea. they wei-e known to be,” Precisely 
ho ; and the Government, whose task it was to put 
down an jnsim*ection in a few villages of a proyinco 
■which ww otherwise perfectly quiet and loyal, know- 
ing that in the disturbed districts savage passions 
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\\ai kading to M'vat’t d» mK nt doHn opnsi ili, 

(k\otcd pio\i!ii\ "tlio-. !hi; u* ^ a- ("ini' 

aud otliW'' Itiiowii ti' 1i< . P' uini_ iltU' *'’,1 n| 
the lire ' ' lii till, i lioi t It) (Im 111 Hi-' ti> sin t Hi! 

Lu the s^itilt oi* till m ioiNi immi' lit hmI it 

iiupo^feihic not to ti no it lo i d* 'Ht tn "Hi lino tjio 
pioMiiio hv U nn’i'iiu tt 

3fueli a" t^ii fltHiv nid ir*' !’’ d)ir>ii i "U nuny 

pulUl". It Wl" ^ 1 1%' < ’l uli lit f n "’'■t' if.diii 

liiacuii-iii III (lid not i« 1 1 lU" int it.iH o- tioin hi" 
jVmhi"" idol, V 111 n in !i« }:i m i*i<! ojj, ut, ht 
(it "It ibi'd the < 111 i" Ml ii i;"'', « itiii", til! 

3114 till iloUIld I’ll] ]iUl -.illlii t fji n 1,'! 'll! n ll ((.ru i 

tioii" ill »]' "tHu ! h n u i/hh'-i'' »" 

1 kn^\^ tiiat >n !!i nn I'M’ a ’ i- a \ o. in (( ih 

me on iiio-t utlii 1 -uhii t'* n lo » ’m! ' ll nh th f'l t' in 

tptf'tiou, 1 w.i" not ij’ji; jit; lod ! i ’n * » 
^’vhn h avaiti (1 ui' "n tla IJih ot \iui t « * t! h 
veai 

bu Fiuhp FiaiK is. !u i M iji "t} - I onsn!*^ " n* ( d 
and Chili Justii‘( oi tht bupnuii ' oi.ii in th- 
Lt\ ant, had died oii th< Inth at '>'.1 n* ai bni\riia, 
and his reuuiiH had Imhii <‘on\iy(d to his connuv 
residtncx at BuMikdi’jo, v\h(in( t!i<\ wut , on 
Monday, the 12tb, in he remoitd to the Enoiidi 
cemetery at Haidar Pasha, lu’m- Bcutnri, Sir Philip 
had been a distinjyaislmd publk* and had rt« 

many friends as there were Buropeaiw in Pern 
Gaiata, so that his intemient was expeeted to be^ 
aud actually turned out, au imposing and affecting 
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(m'Hiony. It w.i-s aiianged that tlie body should be 
wafted to its lest on boajxl the despatch boat the 
Bitlern, .»nd tlie Aiubashador and .suite should follow 
on board the othei dospatch boat the Helicon. 

Upon tht' invitation of Mr. Fawcett, the A.ssis- 
t.nit tUidgi', now Consul-Genet al and Chief- Justice, I 
Ui nt at the appoitiit'd time on board tlie Helicon at 
ThiU’ajtia, where T found several secretaries, attaches, 
ete , of ill tht> Emopeau Legations. The Ambas- 
sador soon (.line up, and thi boat inimediattlyhtai ted 
from Jhiyukdert Sir Henry bowed his uay to the 
light and !(‘ft thiough the lace-coated thioug, and 
flossed the vessel m all its length till ho came to 
■ttiitu T --tood astein in a gi’oup of ofHeeis, when the 
following dialogiu' ensued 

Tin Ainbassailot (in a loud voice and in a some- 
wh.it .ibiupt manuei) “ I ilkl not expect to see Mi. 
t ialU uga heu . 

'file ( oiKspundcnt (gu'ath suiprised)- ‘'But 
wh\ ' 

Tin Ambassador “Why ' 1 did not think you 

would ask tin- leason, after tliose articles.” 

The ('’ouespoudent (more puzzled than ever) 
“ What articles, Sir Henry C 

The Ambassador : " What articles ? Wh}’-, youi 
letttr in the Times of the 12th.” 

The Correspondent : “ Surely there could bt 
nothing in any of my letters offensive to hei 
Majesty’s Ambassador.” 

The Ambassador (always much speakini 


1 
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very loudly, :uul iit a tnui unn''n.il 1nui»' 

•‘XotlLinjx orfeiisivc f Wluii dt/ \i'U uu-an !>y y-uir 
iurtinualion^ f What d>i you unan hy 'ahvi'iu-j 
reasons f ’’ 

The Corre^po!uk■nf : " I havf n<'t '< »£( th>' lefter 
yuur Excellency ritViN ?'•- nn<! 1 c.-mum; rrcail 
wliat I wriite: hut I niii sure. il‘ ' tthcii'U-. reU'i >us 
are Iiinted at. ihor-t- rt-ii'-Hns uiu-i It «‘h*;trly 
given." 

Tile Amhassadfir : “ M;u i> ><'>; ought 

lo reinewher ^\!lal voa hav' ’tvrhi'i.. And ila/i). 
why did you ,siy tlial timer, d Igiiatieii’ !iad at hi> 
seercTury to Phili]i|tH|Kiii ; yen knt v. >ery wall that 
secretary (Prince d’zerie]) v, | w;is oid\ si nt jh*re to 
'I'eplace the Consul w let vvif' ah-i nt mu You 

ought to havt known tliai.' ci.!i!h.'i d Sir iltnn' 
with a sneer, ■* as you are ''O in<i!;..il a! ilcr ihis'hni 
Emhassy." .He repeutMl the wool- iwic,', a- d' 
echoing Afi. i'hivid Urijuliart's chaigi that 1 wa< in 
Ru.ssia’s service. 

Thy Corrt'spf indent : h. .Mctus to nn* that it little 
matters why the ilussuni .secret. try vtas sent, htit the 
reniark in my letter was tu the Hlhef that, as a 
Russian agent was sent to .P}tiiip|iopo}i. wla.se re- 
ports might have esaggenitfd the misdeeds of the 
Ttirlcs, it was matter for regret that no Engiis-b 
agent should be sent to the »|K>t to give his own 
vomion of oveate.” 

The Ambassador (haughtily) ; I ought to kiiotv 
;,best what to do.” ■ • , 

A Of H ’ ' tl4*'I'4l9lW ' 
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The Oorrespontlunt (with vivacity) : “ And I 
ouu-ht to know best what to write.” 

The Ambassador ; “ Oh ! I do not care for what 
yon write ; only I am surprised to see you here.” 

The Correspondent : “ I am here by an invitation 
of !Mi'. Fawcett ; but if your Excellency objects to 
my presence, T will not fail, if I find a boat, to land 
at Buyukdere.” 

The Ajiibassador (seornfidly) : “ I do not care 
wliethcr you land or stay on board,” and with this he 
timied on Ids heel, and jnit ah end to the conversa- 
tion. 

Bir Henry appeared before me quite in a new 
li,i(ht : for he is quiet, rather shy, almost timid, in 
his usual behaviour. But he had evidently forgotten 
all his manners, and spoke with a vehemence which 
I am still at a los.s to account for. Fortunately T 
was in my funereal mood ; for I truly cared much 
fill' the deceased >Sir Phili]) Francis, and full of the 
solemnity of tin; hour, found it easy to keep my 
tc'isqiev. i^fy letter, printed in the 'Times of 
August *i, is before the world, and every man caii 
dncide whether in alluding to our Ambassador I 
had oxceoderl the bounds of fair, honest, and tom- 
pt;rate criticism. I was yet to learn that an Am- 
bassador’s official” conduct should be forbidden 
ground, or that the disclmrge of a public duty should 
interfere with the citfilities of private intercourse. 

On the following day I wrote to Sir Henry 
Elliot, merely explaining that I had not intruded on 
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boaiil tht ihhi >i> 5tut w.i- tin i» un IntUii it 
inni*ral hy tin. ixpu-'-' unituinn nj \ri FawMit 
aiti-il as thii t miMaiin i 

The Amln-'-.ulei aii'int a^ h>!l'n\' 

i I. : li 4 , 

• \ t ! ’• I n* 

“ Sill, 

** I lu\(. 11.1 > nc(! }i>ui 1< tti 1 I f tiu' ukiuuiu 
Wiltll Ml It lull .111(1 Mi I'tiKttl .t'ktd !ji> 
ithctliti ,111’v 111 tilt lii'U.l' iii ''I Fhihf* riainis 
staunif It PtiiKis tDuld < ma t ■ t'l mi m 

tliei/(ht>j( t\<i\ |iiuin!>l\ lilt lit 1 ('.uu_, \,!ui iiuai 
at tlu suiii iJitii 1 I lii'W ,'til u ah .til i'l -’1 hi til 
that TbL\ M(it iiiif't still tii'.it t ! (! » - 

“Tin p I t ti! tilt suu* ‘I I' h tSu s j liii’!.;!)! th' 
En'ib'.h |> s}t( t Hill t Is! i. I I (' i lutiii smt mi. 

feiLiKi ii Ml ijiinus nU'^iiitj t j ism! m i iku. 
ssluili nni't itni 'll (M t\i IS hills hl.ti^iui ft th 
Einba-'s} tumi hi iii^ hi n.,ht into iihuimI iti (>it i 
coni'll ssith sim .uni ii s\ i' j'j i * tii viiii hui[k!'i 
that I '.lU sou (Olitt to tin r,!iihi"S il(ti '^i t into 
the boat wint h s\a-4 lo loiis.s lie m. mh, w oj u (u 
tlic Ihlu'iii 

“ As you did tio! \ ouistif m < ui to jttittise that 
the tone of _\oui ohscis.itiuus ss.i', im ouipatihli uith 
the cuuthiuimoe of stjtiai iuteii'ouise, tt betaine 
iiecesbuiy for mo to cxplaiu it tt> )oii 011 boatd. 

“t am, »ii, 

“ Your oboditinfc aorvant, 

“Hesmt Eu-iot. 


“A. Gallenga, Es^. 
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1 replied tluit I had lead the lettoi in the Times 
to which he refetrul, hut \ saw notliing in it 'vihich 
c<»uld he cou^tuiod into a pmsonal offence to him or 
to any oF the Enibashy. However, that if it so 
plo.isid him, all intercourse lictwecn me and the 
t‘''t<iblishiuent of which he was at the head should 
henceforth he at an end. I concluded hy saying 
hov Miny T wa'i he should have chosen such a 
inmunful occasion to give utterance to his displea- 
sure. 


“ Thoiapu, 
“Atig 16,1876 

“ Sm, 

“ 111 voiir letter received this morning you 
oil e me tlic assurance, which 1 am very willing to 
tliat M)u \veic‘ not conscious of any offence to 
un'-ilf 01 any menibii ot the Embassy in yom 
htfLi-i to tilt TmXi \ 

“ \ iieV'-papei toiic-.pondent has a pcrtect light, 
uhii h no one calK in (|UC'^tion, to comment fieeiv on 
tiiryjiublii ad of the Embassy; but whethei the 
tom. of tin remark', is such as is compatible with the 
eontiiiuanct of social intercoui.se with the wuter is a 
point upon yliich those affected by them are en- 
titled to form their own opinion. 

“ As you were going to be the whole day in the 
ship I was obliged at once to say that our relations 
could not be what they had hitherto been, although 
I greatly regretted that the necessity for it should 
have arisen, especially at such a moment. 



?•///; r.-isTA/n' (Jr/.’.vr/iM', 


Witb rei;-ard tu the ICmhas^y it <>an 

havilly he iie<'essary fur uur tu .suy llial tlifi'f e;Ui 
be no tvasun why yuu ('ItuuM tint alteiui it 
before. 

" I am. .'iir, 

“ Y«mr ttbeiHetn servant, 

" {lKxn\' Elliot. 

“A. i.” 
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CHAPTER VII. 

«EKVIA. 

Hi’itVH AMP T13i: i'OB‘KHi=. — i>ANSI,AV!f!M. — SEKVIA AXI) MOSTEXEGRO. 
— I'iJjril.Vf! !X'rk> WU4.— WAH llECfARED. — ISEQUALm' OS' THE 
MU’Yt -AX IXs5:.’)RlilCH OAMPAIUX. — ITS TEEMISATIO.V. — ITS 

Tin: iiinu'iti' -i in Bulgaria deti'miinod the outbreak 
of tliai S-'Eviaii W!ir •vvliieh had long bucn impuiul- 
isig. At an I'urly timo in Juno, 1 876 Abe prevailing 
opiniuti at (. uiihtanriiioplt! was that a contiict would 
ultiniati.-ly be inevitable. The Herzi.-govimau insur- 
rei.'iion wa.-. muipunt, and the Government of 
tile Putte had from the first to the last declared that 
it euuhl ne\'t;r lie subdued till it was deprived of 
foreign stid ; and though succour came to the rebels 
from Panslavisfc Conunitteo.s in Bussia and Austria, 
still tlie Porte was loudest in its complaint of the 
bad neighbourhood ol‘ Servia sind Montenegro. The 
idea of resorting to arms to chastise those disloyal 
viwails, Prince Milan and Prince Nicholas, seemed 
to have been abandoned at Constantinople a^r the 
tragic roiuoval of Hussein Avni' frpm the-^ ,3eras- 
kiewH wad upon tbe resolute protest^ Eu®ia that 
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she wouW eonskler any atta-'k npou tin nnl. {.. m!. i«’ 
Sovereign of ]Monteufgn) as ihreeti d iiivt In i-t 1' 

The necessity of rtji!Xs''Utu' tilt Ihilg.u'iaii ii'U 

besides, tin ounhont "May an<l •Inin*, nh iu!\ 
the strength of tin Oitoinan (til'll innn iit .iUii 
thoxigh it eonltl not s|iaii tui tlitl blmtih woik an} 
of the troops it lunstired on tin iiuntit t' of t'V t'.tii 
Piineijulitii s, in itln 1 lould u add > no!i!_h t<‘ i!i>n 
numbcis to fel otjual to an opt n < nnti a null tin lo 
The PorU liinited its .u tion to a i mo ntiati'm ot its 
forces n])on tin Niiviau boidii' tin Si mans i,n 
tbeii own side (h-uut d it to lottsti i np 

their battalions to tin di fi no oi tin u hnil 
The hostih' troops wi lo in po ^ tn i uni j’l-t < i o ■ 
and also \ain putevt- toi niniud iipindn' u d 
rccnmiuatious oiiild not !« w uituu Id ^ i! 
ment of tin Pojti intundol tu n- vi'.'.u I*,':; 
Milan, thi* dni} of Lunij down In- nio n 1, • 
Suzerain’s buldin» Tin Pniui jdi idol 1 j- dm \ * 

prutoetiug his subjicts from tin* luidiM tphin d Ion'! 
acting as vanguard of the Ottoman ioios flm 
fortes wore in the nicuuwhih I'm mg i nlargis!, and 
advanced on cither side. 

In reality peace or avtu was for Pnuce Milan a 
question of cxistouee. Ho had beta so fur carnul 
away by the war-iike enlhusaasni of his people ihaf. 
hesitation at the eleventh hour wouki have involved 
not only danger to his crown and life, but also eom- 
piete min to his state. What tvar have in 

, store for Servia, she knew not, but she laight think 



sr/xT/j, 


171 


tliaf iu»tluuf4 Itt' Worn* than the fate which 

inv.utid lu r ''huukl she have accepted the terms on 
nln< !» nioiH' |H*a< c xtas to bo maintainod. Her posi- 
th)n '%’ins prt .*!s< !y idi’niitnil to that of Piedmont in 
!." IP, nhen ilisii lnth‘ state, disregarding the strong 
injuiu lions uf the mediating Powers, Prance and 
Kiij:! i!id. cultured on tli.it canipaigu against Austria 
nhidt li d to tin. cnuhiiig disaster of Novara. Like 
i 'll. ah Alhi rt of .S.irdinLi at that juncture, Piince 
found him'.elf now completely isolated; for, 
U' f.ir as anv man ciuild .judge from appearances, 
J»U''sja n.is tlmroUghh < rest fid Ion, and she would 
be fiiinp* Ih d lo ahandmi the Servian Government to 
U'ftt* , wild' tlio Sultan's !Hinisters tiaticred them- 
■'iKis th.it lin y could hriin* Prmco Nicholas of 
Moiiti m iio mti>an opportune desertion of an ally 
iji wiiKio 111 h.nl i\uy rcaMju to upprehtnd a rival. 
\< _ot)at .utis with iHontcnegrvt, ""'c were told, wore 
lx m-i at'ti\t‘ly » inn d on, and the only question was 
win tin r Pniin NiriioUs would bell his own inaction 
.lud the >ub!uis-*nm of the Herzegovinian insurgents 
for nnsmi, or wlntht-r his acquiescence must be 
bought by a eossion of a slip of tenitory, and e.spe- 
fially of that little fraction of Alimnian eoast which 
would put him in puHaession of the long-coveted sea- 
pott ut Hpitm. This concession was the course "whieh. 
llubsia liad for many montliw lieen reco'Diinending to 
the CJovomment of the Forte ; and it was suggested 
that such a policy would not only gwrify Monte- 
negro’s ambition for the prweat, hut would also 
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oimre the good Indi.^ioni (»f tliut tMuliK ■'Ojm '•t \t> 
for an indufiuite future : for the m ajHirt, if tin Ih in* ■ 
had ono, would beeouie hi-!. !?cal of (hntnuuu mt. .csd 
it would ho more ea'sily aecesMhie to th* thiuunu 
land and sea forces than tin pu -4*111 » jpit li "i 
Cettinjo, guarded as this l.itttr pine i- hv iht* 
intricate gorges of its rugged mountains. 

Deprived of the support of ^Moment gm .uid of tin 
Herzegovinian insurgents, Snvia tuuk!onl\ uilo>n 
on her ovn rosoun es, and the luhis i*t (‘uti-iaiit'- 

noplo might trust the assoranu s jt if thi ni duio-t i- 

a legacy by the late i\nnist<‘r of War, {{ns-* m Av m 
that, vore a (ollision to .ui-t, tin (htomtn t"i i- 
would find their way to Tklgi.idi ni Is- 1)1 ui tv. 1 
week-.” Dut(\en. that i oin ji in-n did not put n* 
the Servians from i.dviug <01111-4! <1 <!> -pot , n i 
like Piedmont in iSin, Ni\i.< ioohid ujnm in 1 - *i 
as the (diampion of aguat nation. d < m-t . uid -hi 
thought that oveii a det< at might, bv .i ]Mu\idintSi! 
combination of unfore-tan < in umstam < kid lo 
eventual vietory. The lal.miities ot Xot.tia in I - jn. 
Sertda argued, were only tin* tom mum - of ih* 
triumphs of Solferino ten years later it vould be 
impossible to blind ones,elf to the fait that the Si r- 
vian standard rallied around it all the hopes and 
aspirations of Soutliern Panslavism. TnivdleiH avlm 
had recently visited the frontier of the Danube 
described the stir they witnessed all along the baiikk 
of that river as something surprising. Adventurers 
of formidable appearance crowded, in bands, all the 
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-.11 UiMii lut! latwli (i hut aikI thtre at the various 
■'(ifiiiijs Wuldiu aini Hu‘-tehuk, bent on. 

iji.ukUhI tli»y ui-u* at no jmn<i to conceal 

(!,i u.ituu Sh-n.ilil luKtilitic'? bivak out, a lei'cf ch 
'• 'I ‘ ' '»S all lilt baiHl-^ uhkh were still lingering 
Ml iPii- .(Itai’A tha wlioio tliain of Bo^nian and Bul- 

0 M' IS iiatiuii H, t lilt'd iiktsly to be the immediate 
1 * ‘■’■■h . Ui<l aithouoh tin diVqdmed valour of the 

toMip.,. whnli u< it' .tt thi*< time described 
,1' U( II .ijun d ind mnijijad, could easily have over- 
t t!ii dl h^i'tiiiii 111 tin open lit Id, the example of 
uajiitd iho Port! t>f the power the 
Id' ii «'ii /ut 14' I * position t<midui\e to a fewcloter- 

1 !!m d )o' n i<-i .ni indt tuiiti ly prolonged struggle in 
Wi! 'iio lilt MM, ij., di-mtts. Turkeys friends and 
t i iM.p Ml... w, 1, , n this nutnieut. hardly less fatal to 
M 1. His (li.uiiai ( m mil s. ,\ilihe.uuhoiity of the 
1 1, t It tu< ut had < old, to iui end in Bosnia and Bui- 

TlS'ts, pnoiufs ttere al the mercy of the 
Mu'suiidUis I>as|ii-B!i/.imks ami Ciivasbians — 
uliMiu HI ,1)1 tcd tiiomi'iit the Turkish commanders 
. {iJisi.d .IS ,ni\)h.ons, and the Vahs, Caimukams, 
Mu-hus. ,utd ofiur lulers, utteily helpless, vainly 
suotv to t.oiitiol the fniy, and ] 5 revcut the excesses 
ol till so satuges who' teirorised the country, and 
choVe the popuktion of the ravaged towns and vil- 
{ag-e« to the woods. The Mussulman element was 
rampami in th»e provme^®. Belfries which had 
hceh standing for thirty yeajs were 'being ptdled 
dow» ; schools, fretiuented by MohaittEi^dto as well 
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as by rinistian tlnldiuu "'hiu up ititi tht 

teachers \^gvc tHciyylRK himitt! down .md bir 
barously Biurdered tin iiinn^atsu'^ ui isvuii 

Those homeless tu^kiM s {i,«u llic tiiu- In!]' 

less peasants wandenni^ about with •'t.u\niu tanuhi 
■would supply but luditlbrenf < omb,iia ut - to tli< ( hn- 
tian cause, it is tiue. The jaula .itioii of ih. dt^ 
ti'actid legiou by the s\\onl would, in all [UobibiliU, 
be no veiy auluoiiH ta^k Hut I’mkt} would hast 
little reason to lejoiti at la i siu < ( ',s foi li« i tin on k «. 
would not for se^elai yai-' bcut tit in tin u \< uii< <4 
aland wbere the ii]Hniuo nop" wih loi".ikiit iio 
labourei, o^en in the himiidiat* ih iahhoui flood <1 
Txustchnk, beinu ssdhiin to \tntini into tin heS' -t 
field unles" a Tuikisb d/o (Isi >vl ) wa- pud to hiin 
daily as ,i ennsideiation of thi daiu* i la' nni-t u - 1 d* 
incur of fallmo mto tin* li mdsoi ih< wdd hoidi ■>. ssl t 
spaied no nun Tin csdswha-h win in tin nonh 
the consequence of tlu' i i\d wai wi u no It out s 
ously felt in those paits of tin t input wliith wiir 
made to "Upply the nieaiH of ininoiiio tliu was to 
an end. In Asia [Minor the raisino; of th* /ko- ui«i 
An'iei'P Ban of the n serve had left noin' liiii ssoiin n 
to -work in the fields The produci of the intenor 
was su-ftered to lie and rot on the around, nwuii^ to 
the want of the boasts of burden by which it wiu* 
usually conveyed to the markets in the seaputts, 
every available horse and mule having been pressed 
into the service of the army as well m every able- 
bodied man. Yet a few more montla of this state 



r>r thmjf'', and the whole country would see itself 
( oai’ionted by the prospect of a general famine, and 
the (Jrand Yiziei, i^Iehemot Rushdi, required no very 
gu at pru})heti< gifts to dedaic, as he did at that time, 
that he ” unild see no possibility of any improvement 
in tile imaiicial condition of the empire for at least 
(tt«i yeaiN to lunie ” — dmingwhich, it was needless to 
add, til! holders of the Tiakish Bonds would be put 
lu a 'It'S (.1*1 tiial of tlioii patience. In such circum- 
hlaiu'C'' there were thinking men who were convinced 
th.ii the intluence of the European Powers could be 
i xi n'licd to unisideiablo advantage, if it wore pos- 
sddi to biing them together in a Council at Con- 
‘•tantiuople, and to put upon the Covernment of the 
I’ort!’ such a i ombined pres-suie as would place the 
-lilt! of tlu Ottoman Empire and the j)ermanen.t 
|H ai ! of Euiope— Ml far as the Eastern question was 
( oiH ( uu d on an t-qually sine basis. 

Tlu ‘.uliuion of thi' Eastern qut stion, it was evi- 
ili III, shouhl bo auheil at, not by protecting the 
Otlomaii EiiipUi. agamsi the insuiiection of its dis- 
alleited subjects, iiut by preventing Kussia from 
turning that disatfection to her ow n purposes. Turkey 
had already sustained giiovous and iirepaiable losses 
in her European provinces; Greece, Roumania, 
Strvia, and Jlontonegro were taken from her past 
recovery, yet it was not apparent that Russia had 
gained anything— indeed, it might be proved that 
she had been materially as w'bH as morally damped 
—by every successive phase of Turkey’s spoliation. 
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The policy of the GoriTnineiit of Si. Vi tt r-'hiiri.i 
liraitccl to a hybtcmdtic ciuhtuovu' to taken tht 
Porte by foment ing the tliscuutfiit and uuni'tt tiiig 
to the ambition of its ChtStian Mibjifts. !’!•:(• 
Greolcs, as lioiuul tn her by the tii s of iGiuicn. aiai 
the Slavs, ass akm to lier both by i^loud ami faitli. 
were formerly sujtpost'il to bt iiN rt.uly to "uhinit to 
the Muscovite sway as tiny uire artxious to 'haki 
off the Ottoman yoke. It wa-- ti* a ('hing o*' 
masters people hi lie^e(} them to be .I'-piriuo. not to 
niasterv oier themsehes. hi tin alienutii. be 
tween being Tuiks or beino Itu-si.ui'', it w i^- imaum' <i 
there could be on their ]wri tm In -itattoti 

At the time in which tin ililknii' imnimuit 
began, before Xa\arino, tin idt t of n.itiuii liiiN I'l.nl 
no existence, or was sc(tutul as absuid ami thinu tii d 
Put since or Ikoif, tbit iiioi S'- i!|ip*rino't ui 

human thought, and thixati ns, or bids fair, to In (onii 
the only possiblt> foundation of the fniuie otna! 
cditice. Like the Italians, the <it niians, the Hun- 
garian.s and the Poh s, the Seiviaus !ot»kt(I u} uu 
themselves as a nation uititled to inne a Maniti\ 
and a name. They aimed at the n stnratioa of tin ir 
kingdom to its ancient limits, and as tiieir claims had 
been in &o far partially admillud, that Belgraile and 
its dependencies were acknowledged a.s a .sejui-inde- 
pendent state, they thought that the rest, or part, of 
the rest, would in time come in as a necessa-iy conse- 
quence of the dissolutiem of Turkey, if they had only 
Rufficipnt, valour and wissdotn to beat the Ottoman in 
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tlie without falling into the toils of tho Russian 
in <hc Uouncil. 

llussia |H'i‘<*fi\e!l vuiy clearly that every step 
gained hy JSenia, by Romnania, and Greece in the 
iwfh of indcpeiidouec estranged those states from 
tlie Xnvtln'rn Empire which once they acknowledged 
jw Hioir lihcr.itor and protu(.-toi‘. She saw quite well 
that the dread they hud of Iier ambition prepon- 
derated over any consideration of tho need they 
might still hn\e of her services. Even the nominal 
su/.erainty of the Porte vas less irksome to them 
th.in the risk ot‘ liaviug to lean on the Czar for sup- 
port ; hut a neecssity of following what had boon for 
so man) years a traditional policy, and the hope 
that something might tnin up for hei from the 
ehaucv" of an incs "sant agitation, had impelled Russia 
not oniv to gi\e tin' iiwurgsmts in tho Turkish pro- 
\ met .til the eiK'ouragement on which she could 
diit ctly or indin < tJy ventuu', but also to pi’oposo, as 
.1 remt ii\ foi rht in'urrection, tlm anne.vatioii of the 
nwtdiid diurifts to the ttuitoryof the semi-indu- 
pt ndeiit vassal-, of the Porte. “ Gisv part of Herze- 
govina n> J\rn)iteuegi*oand part of Bo-siiia to Survia,” 
Rus-ia always said, “ and peace will ensue, and the 
Eastern question will he adjotmied for an indefinite 
period.” 

It is ju>t easy to .see why the Powers emulous of 
'Russia did not from tho bogimiing take up Russia’s 
cry ; it is not clear why that cry should not have 
been unanimouBly raised hy the Powers yrhm they 

von. If. 
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uiily tv.ii 1 i-U' -'i'jt ; >. i; m 1 Oiu 

'w.f'' tljt il.iiii,! r !m A'l'tu ( '* if i '1 

mnii mi !)( r fjiUiTuiM in - .iJli. s. -n 'U„ h- 
'fh^tmU th( jH.y (4 itm liih ^i(U> 
and thn ijiitilii !un-i li-mt imt -kviF;! tj»> .ui'Vmi ihnt 
An''tria utiiilf! havt in imitiJHl uiili tin s,ua»miitli 
cully whctliw die choM* to »,{ full uith 'I’uikc-v, 
fur Southern FauskviMni w<aiJtl, in the enil, prove an 
fetubborna fact as Italkm-iiu nr Ikn-t Itu'WMiiatt had 
shown itself. The other <>lj«tack' lay in the* ex- 
istence in the Daiwbiaa provinrea of I'lirltcy of « 



ShRVIA 


179 


la !'<;{' population, ownoK of the best pari 

of the land, and ccpially unwilling to emigrate and to 
Miceumb t«> C^lnktun rule. It is evident, however, 
that thev will have at no distant period to submit 
to the aitt Illative, for instances of iMnssulmans sub- 
jeeteil to (liristinu 'iway have again and again oc- 
uurt'd both in Asia and in Europe, and wdiatever 
price niiglit Inue to he paid to indemnify those 
iMuNsuhn.uis nho j«efer cvile for the loss of their 
laud<‘d p!o|i( vty, vould be a mere triHe in projiortion 
to i!u treasure that ho'- been and would have to be 
laN islu d to niaintai!i the present unnatural system, 
lu ''HV nothing of the Wood that would ha\e to be 
sjiilt to eiifoict Us continuation, 

.Vll till M' eoiisidcKitions veie however unavailing 
in tlh‘ disposition of' mind evinced on both sides. 
Til! Tuih'. ai t( d on tin impnist of despair, and were 
'•tiamiiic ( \ I ly utivi to add to then laud aud sea 
toiM Tht nioMiiunt of t loops to and fiom Con- 
"tantmopl* wa-' iin i ssant Wt had in the tajiital, in 
.Ium,b»tVMn twihi* and iiitet u battalimis of tbo 
Istdil'-, and tlnii fuice, it vas (.xpetted, would in a 
few dajs bi laised to abmit h0,tl00 men Iliza 
P.tdia iuul left On llu. Dardanelles, taking with him 
i baitiiy of Knipp guns, with which In* was to arm 
he forts at the tnlrance of the Hellespont. Hobart 
Pasha had left Therapk, and was soon to take the 
jomnmnd of the fleet destined to Hsit the coasts of 
Thwaly, the Isles of the Archipelago, and Crete. 
Phe gallant English officer, to shov full con- 
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till Plim ipaiitY , "'tui'ilih in; <i. I'liati imipuMs, 
li.ul (liawii up in funuidaiiii iitj,", mi th* I'Miiiu iit’ 
its ti-rrituiy. Ail hopu tif lti!n' 4 iji *4 Ki.alU tn M»iiit' 
arrangement by peiu-efui Deginiatii.ii ti> lw> given 
up when it was underntood Uwt the ifidf.sjr»n t»f the 
Servian agent, Cbmtich, to (‘ouKhintiiiapk had 
been indefinitely adjourned, Hmo the fttruggle had 
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to u!l a]>p(.aranc‘e, become unavoidable, all 
I fibrt.s bad been made to localise it ; it was even 
( oiilideidly aw ite<I tliat the Ottoman Government 
bail huccceded, or expected to .succeed, in ensuring 
tin; neulinlity <*f j!vEontoucgro, either })y a strong 
])ecuniiH} bnbe or by a promise of territorial conces- 
sion io Piiiue Nicbolas, and it was al&o stated tliat 
Pi ince Xi( hulas was both able and willing to pro- 
sciibt' an e{|ually inactive conduct to tire Herzegovi- 
nian iiisurgi nts — always ameirablo to bis inlluencu 
—at least, during wliat still remained of the six 
we* ks’ suspension of hostilities proclaimed by the 
Govi rnmeiit of tlic Porte. The question boing thus 
1 educed to the mere diflcreuce between tiro Ottoman 
Guviruiuiut and its Servian \assal, it was under- 
stood Unit tht European Puveis weio disposed to 
allow llu ((fiiti mling parties to settle it as they best 
lould, tin. ('iuiit'' of St. James and of St. Peteiv 
bui4 ago ( mg on that sulyeet to a policy of uon-in- 
tt n* ulion. ii( ^tiiittd wuhni such limits, it steintd 
hkt h that liu contest wouh! be short and of no 
doubtful I'-tit, fur tin Tmkbh auny had on its side 
all the .idvantagc-" of mimhtrs and discipline Servia 
was an open country, ofleiing n<» position by which 
an invadei’s ad\ance could be retarded, so, that a 
lirst sucee-.s in tire field would lay open to the Otto- 
man forces the way to Belgrade ; and it was added 
that the late military executions had so disheartened 
tiro disafiected districts of Bosnia and Bulgaria that 
fcho mero hordes of Bashi-Bazouks and^jJJircassians, 





//// 

/ 

<7 

\ 1 

,7 / 

't / 






and tiu' 

iUtltUtit 

ni‘ tl* 

' It! 


i Mu 

•% «. t 

aIiu 

illN. 


lllll 

ho 

Miilifit 11 

t 

tti i n- 

ur* iIm 

i|UII 



of 

till 


1 1 it 

It! 

(Inistiti 

II 

pu|niL 

linn 










ThtNt 

i . 

..UU'oiiit v;> 

Ws 1 

t nv 

^ \f, t 


U i 

ll 

ihv '■ 

ll Sf 

>oU 

to nndt 1 


( St n< Us r.i- i 

lilll 

1- - 

.11 I’l 

i * i 

! ^ dirtf If ; 

iii 0 

jll 1 * 

j<!o 

Clift, it.l! 

111 


ti ‘1 ' ■ 

U 1114 

i-.M 

'1 ■ 

1 H 


Mlit. 

i tir, 

JlTt) 

Oft 

ath di.l 

1} ; 

i'iii 1 

1 IV 


pn 

. V 

Oil* 

. w 

1 w 

' It* 

toll. r. < 

i i 

WmI u 


h u' 

\ a 




it 

lid 

moiiu- 

tain clii 

1 1 



m it 


t 4 

' ^ 1 

♦ 


( di, 

lllll puillt 

ill hi-. 

l!^ 

tiiUf r 

will 

A t J 

iwlv 

1 Id ' 

r 

iiJi 

: 1 III if 


tu 


Xuvi-BaAii . in tl; f ii "< t': 'i'uiki'h Vruu 



W.l 

^ t 

0 t*[ ' MO 

i . , ilsf N 

M u i hi S« nu 

itoiri 

hii 

i 1 

l!l \s IH 

hi! li * i; 

lo t > ll i\» ipiitti il 

or tu 

it. 

in 

p iriuii t 1 

I.Ult }l 

MJ . hot liHl Ilf 

ab itiiL 

I'l 

! - 

1 Ii - 

<’ t ill I'l 

Ml t , ii M di 1 fa 1 \ , 

1 " t 

t f 

lU 

i{ uo Im V 

di 0 

! ^ p <j Ulsl to 

pOn t 1 

,! i 


% 


hi iiiii;. . ttt' whit h 

lit \\«u 

■ It 

» 1 

U\» M t di 

' ' 1 1 . 

;i ! i lit uti>\ f* 



tlii 

I W t I’liH 

>! a • - 

fi * 1 !s iK.jdt hy 

dillOi 

ai 

tl 

-id <) 1 ih . 

‘ 1 ; . t 

i- o' lit 1 lit! down 


\>y tin- llu-'iin (I<(i ' tl 1’’ !! ii ;i a!, iiii '“’iiMt 

htal tm-ti li \uth fli. -ujui ti.i unn 1,4* hi> nt nf lur 
arnioii tuivi < Itj tju (ifh'i t!ii ■'V. alia-* of iul 

%unt lira IN wilt), -t' f v.iaj, ! ut !\ liowtihi*' iln* 
Au'.trkm -ittaun r-* 'iii tlit iJ.iimix . !au<luia itiia unti 
thui’u at 1 ariou*, poiutt on 'riakiNh tairitary, 
raiso the dnjopiiijf .spirits of tin I'iirisiinii popukiiio!! 
and rouwj thvtn tosivongc ihtf outriiatM whit’h iht* uii- 
diheiplitiuci liaiidn of BushhBaisoulw and Circassiaiw 
hud Wen p«r|iotratiiijf, so tiiat a iiiniora! interttoeine 
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caiuage <tf the hostile races, in Bosnia and Bulgaiia 
might be looked forward to as the immediate conso- 
(fuenee of a cummencoment of hostilities, tothontter 
di4ractia!i and bewilderment of the Ottoman com- 
nsandm'^ sind the aggi'avation of the manifold horroi’s 
ot the ciiiiteat. The exeitemeut in the ncighbonrint;: 
Au'-triiin provinces of Croatia, Slavonia, and Dal- 
msilia Wiis intense; and the Government at Vienna 
and Pesstli laboured hard, as they told us, to “guard 
again''t ■'Urprisos they had, meanwliilo, ordered 
tlieir Danubiau steamei-s not to stop at any of the 
"tatiou', on the Turkish side of the river— a precau- 
tion which, perhaps, came too late, and the thorough 
t dieieucy rd* which might be doubted. 

The eonilagratitm which men had endeavoured to 
stithin the limits of the Turkish Empire might, 
therefore, hate leachud the adjoining territory, and 
the struggle might have assumed so savage and 
atrocious a character, that the European Powers, 
evui against their vtishcs, irrespectively of their 
piTttical t ieN\>, and in the mere interests of humanity, 
migld be com])t;llcd to mix themselves up with it, 
taking the field uith forces, tvhich, although im- 
nuasurably snpenor. might work out their purposes, 
ii‘ not with less slaughter, at least with more decisive 
results, and with greater regard to the milder rules 
and usages which civilisation prescribes to modern 
warfare. For it is impossible to deny that all the 
wmrs of which Italy, Austria, and France have been 
the theatres since 1859 could uoi sum up the horrors 
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of wliicli'thf invj^tiliU* Tunvi-'li iv 'iisilty in 

t!i(‘ii’ nf \vh:il h.ss i> 'I'li ril Hi] an 

at ia-urrf’ti'iji ” iii tlo' iil-fa.iri] liulu'arinu 

{{istriors. 

Tl{(" lilt- wn' Oii'i; a! ’r*i> Sc!'\iviii I 

Au'oiit, ^fa'j'azinitvifb. jirr'-asufil. "M 'raiir‘'ii.'(y. Juui- 

*2‘U!i, till* Ml* r;I;a', Milui. 

iay' th‘‘ .imi an!i<'\ .if iSiwnia liy 

Servist, a^ tiii* uniy 'la'inis !m 

oftliat pr.A incf, it 'ii'tul-l h'; '.' infriicii 

hy till' PriiU'f .-i- a la",'..)! uv ufiaitay*. in fla' i'.iriM 
(ill tIh' ‘'.■liitc ii a!i»l i'V rl'i* -ainn fii’ii .< hy Mhinli 
he liiilil'. Iti- .i\ui PriiiMii-aiiti , 

Tim < iraiiil rc'i.'n, Mii ihi liMMUii.i ot 

ri'ii<iiiiu‘ it, and ,'ini|i!y .i-Li d m r M. 

MaM'ayinovinli v, jii lai Saiunlam dnly mi, Iiii- 

lijilij In UiiJuii'M Vfl.'ii ni; iiii'V/i!' l»f tmjiM'lt i!. 

and \st)> r< li'iTnl t'l fd'- MiJimr. r f"!' I’mi-- i-ji AitaiiN, 
.SaiVi't .Pii'-ha. w i’ll \s!;m!i. i!'. .ij-’ii w,.- tn '•■ivi. an 
iarrrvifw nu tim i'Mlln'A iic.;’ da^'. . 

Ill ill!' itiraiAi, liiit , ill tli.‘ I'V . al.Mllr r lint-' 

ciUiio ill iVniii Fritm.,' X;rhid;m i.f Mi-nti imj/rn, 
aPn iitldrnS'Mil to th-- (inwai and vriy miit-h 

to tlm ,'.auh* jAU'jHmti thn Si.r-vlau dunnuvut, 
Priiictj Nicholas I'oprnsfintt'ti imw \aii( had }in»-u tin; 
efforts ftf the Porte to elfei-t, the pU'diieation of 
Tfcrzegoviiiu (lie it •ih.servwl that the Monieiiegrin 
note avoiihtd all lueiitiuu of iJusijm, with the Hittoe 
care as tlio Servian note* every allwHiun to 

Herzegoritui ) ; hu hlauK'4 thu nuthuritiert Bmolm'tN’l 
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liy tltf Cnn’crunu-nt ot'Hultan Abtl-ul-Aziz for their 
want (tfsiu'cesM, and dust-rihud the sufferings entailed 
uu hirt own suhjvets by a whole year of civil w’av, 
dtiring which his Principality liad been “ enclosed, 
as it were, within a circle of iron," denied all ways of 
coiamuiiicntion, and oVen deprived of the means of 
sub>ist(-ncc ; and although ho acknowledged that 
smile of Ills iMontenogriiis might have joined the 
insurgents, he contended that he had done all in his 
powi.-r to observe tlio strietest neutrality, and to aid 
in the work of paciiieation, but eoncluded that he 
could no luiigi'r look unconcerned on the deeds of 
hbudshed utid devastation to whicli the Horzogo- 
viniuns -a people bound to his own subjects by all 
the ties of race and religion — were exposed, nor en- 
dun-n >tate of things hy which the peace and security 
of !th uwn ih'incipuHty -were eoaipromised, and was 
determined, ihixi, " (inji.ii(i'd'hin, la tenmn de la 
.Afmif'tun ,viHf tnnjiliu-vr j/ar >ni kat iVhostiiite 

ti’h’i ffi- (•/ Ai-i’lili’f'. ' 

'rile ciulilenge was thus delivered, and it was evi- 
di-m that tlic .Princes, whatever might he their in- 
cruuitioiis, had no choice in the matter. We shall 
.si'c Ht no great di.stance of time liow a far greater and 
wore absolute potentate wa.s, under the same popular 
pres.sure. ctpially deprived of all freedom of action, 
(if all tlie Metion men write in the first chapters of 
iiiodcTti constitutional eharters, there is no one more 
egregiouiS than that which declare the sovereign, as 
holding in ids hands the isaw of 



1 Ml mn njs r/ a’ v qc’j 

Tile so%e)eit>ii in tin >t' nult* uuiils tin IxiaU 

o * 

Ambition is nowaday" the ' uolilt maluh not ut 
kings, but of ii.itum" 

MagazuioMdi ttit tii.it Samida\ tb< 

foreign dipluinati>i" at tlitu lutsutiy ii^iikints at 
Therniiia and iJuvuLdi le. and ■>» ua< d in nn < i witli 
‘ eoldcomfui t ’ m Id" uut u It W" with tin ns turn tat 
Igiutielftuld him that “ hi" tnvn f < hng" .ind tliiw) 
ufa'J liU""ia Wile with flu htnaui", but that untiung 
could hi dont* to lu 1|) tin m ''ii ilunv Idhut ti4d 
the Sortuu Audit, lath* 1 bhmiiy, tint \u could 
wish luiu ui'siuit"" It wa" "tihd u tie tiiu* 
that wlidi the '“'iid.ui ( i't\i Htnidil pii c’mi" to it- 
sortiiig to nutuiabl* iMuniitii" haidti.iiun din 
send i\f t hn"ti(h a" U" d nt f*i i *>'1 * h ai it 
iHgotiatiuu. It" ]i It itu iitf‘ut'o!i' WM. Hit-rut li l\ 
.Mn lldiic Clhot. who ! 1> _! ijih. d fti Mi Wiih, 
liLi Majtstc ( hargt i! Afian. " i? Ifl.i nit t" <!.' 
teiiade the ( Iiw* riniu nt (d Ihinti Mdtn fiosn \’t ■ 
intended mis'inu a" tlu {• nu" < hri'inh w (" u 
structed to|i!o]R>"c Wdi uitctidlw tiio Poit* In l.o. - 
hand. Sir Hr nry Elliot riiimd "uii"* fpit nth that 
ho had any iiand III thu" uiutidug th* List < haiit t 
of avoiding ho"tihtie" Hut if. (’!ui"tu‘!i and hi" 
eulkugues at Bulgrarle Ihmly insist on the truth td* 
thoir assertion. 

The appeal to amns of the Friueipalities w'as depre- 
cated and condemned on all sidcH a.s a rash and des- 
perate measure ; but the English in Constantinople 
vere " quite sure” that Benda’s movement had boea 





187 


lumk' l(j Ihis'.u’s instillation, “and that,"’ they 
'.aid, ‘‘ --hoald put England on her mettle,” while the 
lliissians. for thtii own part, did not hesitate to 
,isst rt that { Ire, it Britain was supplying Turkey with 
arms and sitomn, to eu.ibie her to carry on in Sorvia 
ilu saiiK Wdi (»f t'xteimination among the Christians 
nlu* li had already laid wash' the wealthiest and most 
moifensHf' distnets of’ Bosnia and Bulgaiia. “The 
Engli'-h, till' Ba'*hi-lhuiniks, and the Circassians,” 
said tin UiKslans, “ arc the uuuustay of the Mussul- 
man power in European Turkey.” 

But althuuuh thcM* mutual charges and leerimi- 
nation> iniuht he, and some etrtainly w'ere unfounded, 
ami thi' Pow, rs might consent to maintain a neutral 
and t vpeei.mt attitvide, it was not c<|ualiy certain that 
tie |H uph r>peeiaily of the adjoining regions, w'ould 
iMt mix ih< m>< UcN U}> m the contest, and that their 
paiti-aimhip might nut commit their GoTernments, in 
st.h‘-d( t> me, to a emuse which would uthciwise have 
"I t UK d to tin in luo-t uiunh Pahie. About 3000 or 
toud Aimtuan subjet t-- fiom the borders had heen 
all, ad} im (>ipi>r<itt.d witii the Bervian army, and 
\oiuntetisiu gnat numbcis were daily flocking to 
ih Igtatle hi ttinkr tlnn welcoum services. Bussian 
oilitim and veterans hum all the revolutionary wais 
of the last twenty or thirty years brought the aid of 
their swords and their ysperienee to the support of 
54 cause hallowed in their estimation by the profes- 
sion of national principles — many of tihese adventu- 
rers being attweted by the reputation of Tchemaieff, 
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the Hiissiaii general raixed te the ei th<’ 

Servian army, ‘'u luit-heaileil luaii, :i'. hi." eeniun - 
men deserihod him, “hut certainly nut deiicimii in 
ability, in kmnvledj^o ot’his trade, er in high (in.^liuig 
courage,” The in"urgent'< in llifriiia and Herz>-- 
govina, and the thuustuids whu .-till htigered in the 
Bulgarian Mtmulaius, wliere the d’nrk-. ina'>ter< wf‘ 
the plain and of cities, had net as Vf f e.irfii te 
pursue them, were tlie natural ailii " and auxiliari,'" mI 
the Servians and ifunteuegrlu'-, in spit.' i.f fin ir 
large uumerieal jirepunderauce. tlie 'rtirk.', is v.U' 
expected, vvttuld have tmt a Htth* trouhle in 
ott'the attatfks tu which they wmild hi.- 1 \pti-.. d ima!! 
sides; their generals, were, they evi u nen >>;’ ! :gii 
capacity, would he etisily hi.wiidfred tw lic' diliieuii ’. 
of carrying on the eumpaign i'ev wlia !i iih < i." 
had hitherto furnisfied a jdau. 'I'Ih' Sirdar lim'i m, 
or Commander-in- {.'hiel' of the furees. Ahd u\ 
Kerim Pasha, whose jdaee should hfi\e hn.-u at hi' 
head-<jiuarter.s at Nish or Xovi h'azar. uas kept by 
illness at Con"tuiitinop]e. There wu- hardl} aii} 
officer in the service besides hini deemed t(t for ila- 
supremo dirof.-tion of an army upon an extiti-ive 
line of operatituis, for thu cfudidetiee of the Turks in 
Ahmed Afukhtar Pasha had tuU hemi great Iv 
strengthened by his late aclnuvciucnts in Herzegae 
villa, and the generalH in enmmund in Bosnia iu»«l 
Bulgaria had not had Hufficient opportunity to put 
their strategic skill to the test. 

"With respect to the position of the forces ‘with 



jKivt!i> H't'vo runtnniting wich 
( I* ,'(■ M > !'• ' t' t!'i I u i! Ui*' Turk'! had ;]2,000 regular 

Ir.-I)*-. ‘hi r/ij /if’u.'il riuup at N'idi. aiici 17,700 at 
X<‘Vi Iti.’ iv. ;!!id tiji'V had, h*,'>idt‘<, 10,000 men at 
W -d'hr Nn«i: M.-ib, and Whldi)! stand at 

ah 'M? di- -a’liii- d'^itauci' IViMu <':u‘h utiior, ou that 
!'! /I j.f' V'*. .usd niDUUtnitss slope down 
:I « 'o.dh t htu!) Ilf thn Balkans into the pkiu of 


i! • It'Ci.h. Nuvi and Nkh lie on the 

{‘(Miii't') Ml’ Scfwja, Nish In Bulgaria, on 
mo »!. o r,' ui.s .it’ ilu! Mnr.tva, where that river 
hi'M S. : N'.iv! Bazar west of Isisih, in 
Bm-u'/i. '•» ,.sii mj’ tlv trihntara's of the B jar, also 


Vi;-!*" St rvi:). Widdin lies on 

i‘," h.in'i';-', a litth' striji id' Ihilgjirian territory 
pio',' ■" ,i, j h,tv',;in S.-iaia iind tin? Wftlliiehiitn pro- 
\ 1 aiTuss the ‘UTeiU river. On the 


. -f, !\;;i h. .id> r'.ttn I h 'sjda, oil ii long line hirmed 

o; i;,- ..or.,' ih,' I )rina down to its eontlueneo 
i!,.' S,t*v.. On f!i.‘ iiurth the Ssive, from the 
ikm;,!;. ,e’ !j,. Onna t" its owii meeting with the 
1 .-it;*! tr.en tise Oaiiuhe till it little beyond the 

h'.(!i 0;Of s. Tj), irate .Servia frusii the Austro-Hun- 
gurhu; |,*r.,ivnie./ of Slavonia ; and, again, on the 
north-c.-e^f mid i.-ast. the great river raws between 
S.,'rvia aiid ihansiaiuaii down to the above-mentioned 
a'jni-onelave of Widdiii. BoKidt'K the forces iminer 
iliiitely amiyoil o,n the frootier, the Tarks^ were* .'said 
to liavf from IA,daO to 16 , 000 ,iaeJi, ,iil .toir'.Vanotis 
of Bt^nia ;.3S|000^ iiBdet,iy3^ted.Makhtar, 
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in Herzegovina : and in Bulgarin a!t>'gtihi'r 

a regular arinv oF about ini'ii, vdi nrni. il 

and appoiatedj, with a eunsuliTable fbree of artillorv. 
and a crowd of 50,000 Bai'hi-.Bazouk.-' and ('irt*a'>iari 
irregiilars. 

On thuir side, tiio >Serviaus bad bofU i)ard a! 
work , so to til! up the <'adres f<f their regular army 
that tliey wore said to be able tu bring 00,0011 men. 
tolerably well ecpiipped and iii.'tructed, imu the 
field, and they might havi' as large <ir perhaps a 
larger ibreo of Volunteers and Militianieu in a eeiid 
lino, numbering among them unuiy a'ha-uiuri'rs tVoin 
the Slavic proviiice.s of ..Austria and Hungary, n- 
well as from Hu.s.sia, France, Italy, and otla r 
countries. All their Forces were, on ihc Froiuit s', 
with their head-qtiariers at Alexinatz. Facing tic 
Turks at Nish. The atlvaniage of. nmubers, di.sei- 
pline, armament, and position lay must lii'cidtdly un 
the side of the Turks, even re<koning the tht,oui.) im n 
with whom the Primv of ‘Muutencgro might 
strengthen the Servian ranks. 

I shall not waste many Hues in a narrative <►!' tIr 
military event.s of the Servian war. Cjonstamimqtle 
was the last place in the world wlieru om; couk! know 
what was going on beyond the reach oi' the Adriati- 
ople railway. That war moreover (‘an have inf 
technical interest, as it w-a-s fotighfe by two uiasHeH of 
men neither of -which was entitled to the appeJlation 
of an army. The odds were too great against the 
Principalitie^^om the beguming, and 'the ksu© 
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(■milti hardly Ir,' ^‘rionsly doubtful The Servians 
had in reality only a handful (about 3000 men) who 
fouW !h‘ doMTibetl as ihoroufrhly trained troops. 
'Fhey W(.,‘rt> indiifen*nt'ly armed, and even worse 
(tHii'ered TiU ilussian volunteers began to flock in in 
eitn«idfrab!e mnubers. The chance of Tchemaicif, 
as that gtuu'nd conceived, lay in turning the cam- 
]KUgn into n vast attempt at popular insuiTection, 

! le cross, 'll i!ie Irrmtier on two sides neju- Novi Bazar 
and 'flic ntovenieut on the west, on the side 

of MaI Baztir, would liave brought him to the 
rroiiti<‘r of hfontcnegro, and enabled him to join his 
forct> wltli that of Prince Nicholas, and that wotdd 
havt- been the coiirstf recommondabh; on military 
grontids. But Tchernaieif acted on political con- 
siderations, and trusted that a rapid advance on the 
(■iC'tcrn side, in the direction of Nish, would give 
coura'jfc to the Bulgarians (.some of whose fugitives 
wsr-- r*'[mft''(l as still lingering in arms in the moun- 
arid niiise the whole province “as one man,” 
to the extermination of their exterminators. But it 
is a folly at till titm-s to (aileulate on popular move- 
tneiits, anti especially to !)ase campaigning operations 
npun them. The Bulgurians had been utterly 
<‘rush<i<l by the fearfid executions of May, and might 
well be expected to give no sign in July. Deceived 
in his reckoning, Tchomaieff lingered on Turkish. 
. territorj’' till he was driven from it without .fighting, 
and carried on a defensive war on the frontier, 'which, 
although it extended to yajdous.ndiiate on'&e'Timok 
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1 it-' 

mid the Driua, \v;h cveiunaiiy I'lMi.Tiitsa'- <1 
the vaiiey of the ^ferava hi low .\’i>Is, mj. i| 

for weeks and months, thanks to the sir<>!ri ji-'-nn-n 
of Alexinuty,. and ended witfi the 'ii'-ia-iii- r *■! i.eif 
plane, after a smart aetioii iil Djitnis, hmie. n An 
iiatz anil Deii.n'rud. 

Al! we learned front tli*' eampaien ^v,is te,)! ; 
nndriiled St.Tviaiis were jtoo! h;.d/iiti;_/ men. a'l.! *■' 

their rosistanee wuttld h.ti'e h* < ti » Vtm tsii’r' 
temptilile than it wtjs. hatl it ttot h. rn !*•-!' , i- ■-/ 
"nut) lltis'ian ati\i}iune>, ->nut' ot’ whom -.(...id d,- • 
oTOund like true men ; tlm*. the Turk'., on si’.. 
hantl, i’oue'ht with thoir wont-'d urdom- :j;,d ■ , 

and al! tln.-ir stie.vsscs wei'o no! d;i ■ toii.,''.r .i-, 
ta;^e of miniitii's and weapons, i h, .(ej).,, t. ; . 
in.'tauees, the M-i-ni’.nd did JioS h 

them in l\I<>nrenooro a" it ua^ iti S- n ; ,•!"! t’s . 
found in many in^taneor, on t!ie i'da-’k en ih',- . 
f(H‘ who railed all their eneruies hjto Vv.;; 

the exiseption of the sultiieiA iiardiimed. oh..’ m ; 
devotion, there was howeser nothitia' to prad. • 
the Turkish tirmies, loimmissaristt. ni. .m- • i", 

.sprat, aiiihulattee.s ttnd medieai ilepiulmen'. > m.:.. n 
fcipiipaoes, and tdl tin* other ma'essHry e-piipsii’ tu-*. 
were either uon-existifiit. or worn of the nnof s'.’ortli. 
less. and iueiBeient deHcriptiou. (Jemmd Sir Anndil 
Kcmhall, one of tho tmcHt and most hoimnraldtf 
Enoiish offieem I havu over known, who was a.t tho 
Turkish hoad-quartew throughout the campaign, and 
wlioso feelings wore naturally eolisted in beljitlf of 
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the men who fought before his eyes, declared to me 
that had not the armistice come close upon the 
taking of Alexinatz and the splendid success at 
Bjunis, the victorious Turks were so helpless that 
they could not have followed up their advantage 
L‘vmi as far as Beligrad ; though that fortress was 
Karel}^ a few miles from them across the river, and 
though the Servians had left no more than two 
hattalions within it for its defence, 

Bic contest which I have thus epitomised rapidly 
nud from the beginning, assmned the character of a 
war between tlie Cross and the Crescent. The 
Govornmci\t of the Porto put forth strong appeals 
to all Dttonian subjects for the first time without 
distinction between Mussulmans and non-Mussul- 
mans, soliciting pecuniary aid on behalf of the 
common fatherland now in distress for the funds 
necessary to (lei*ray the expenses of the war. The 
call was stiid to have been answered by the Sultan 
him.-^elf (at that time a poor demented recluse who 
was made to contribute £T. 1 5,000), by the Talideh, 
Iris mother, and by the Ministers, with or without 
]>or'tfoli<j — a score of them — as well as by some of 
their wives, among whom a sum of .£T.6435 was 
ctdlected, besides twenty-seven horses, and fifty ofces, 
or about 140 pounds vveight, of silver plate. Sub- 
scriptions were also opened with various results in 
the capital and the provinces, and several' thousand 
pounds were said to have been collected at Salonica, 
Janina, Broussa, Bagdad, etc. The money came, as 
von. II, , ' , ' ■ 88 



1 '1 1 T!fr f IS V 4 » ^ T ■' //; ‘ 

a fulo. oivil irtiUtai’*' utliiM u- *'!’!* ‘1v 

tlit’ir p.n*. ^’htn’ w.k littli' tlf'uHf, huv^i ( >' 
Chri'^tian oHlati-ni^ wuiild uKh pnv. niiy t*'5',5- 
<-i.iunnt>. i's}»ocit\1Jy tVuti! dn' %< i!f1i\ {rr<ik. 

Ilian, awl nthur tiK-n’-hant'* of' dv’ Inui lidc', s’* la ••' 
material were ^trunel\ Ituiintl apwitli tie *- 

iif the Ottom.m -'O leiio .!> it k> ■ p 

ttc^etllCl. The teAenniu tit ut‘ tlu I’ml' h.iii a!-e 
hi ejj aetivcly t Jilistine \ulum. > 1" foi l!it f 

u]iti!i >4 tin '■(.ivii e'' of ''e^ I r.d tliiiriN ui'l >ti!! i-- ‘on! 
othei iloh.uimu attd we leant! th a i r. \< 

meiit ( if volunteer'' amioiH to join tin >!i" 0 (id' 
wa- peix'fptihk thionuhout t!i> puouai' \' > 
IMiuor TUn e u yiiiK nt" of til! tdtn.':’ 

were alre.oly at Kiloun i iKiiai thi ■ no i! -I'l'i 
j ml tin im that :aitio Tie ■• <• 

(!mve\(<il»y Mtitili-'h '-ti .iiin !•', Wt o dtiU ■ j< t 1 
at ( 'oiiNtaiitinopie 'Tlu ( lot! iium ut "iui.iu *(■ tl- 
hehetLis to tlu liolt wni IkoifOis oi !“U.: I' '1 
hands of halt' nako d AsiatU', iioop'. m!‘ t; > 
raytttd moh of Const.mtiiuiple wen (lad m La-nit 
patched up imifonns, and St Jit fora fev. dot- dni! 
to the camp at Buikos opposite to 'I'hioapia, fO slv 
Aisutic shore of the ihtsjihoius, <uid lance • mharkt d 
for the front. The stir and noise hy land and water, 
the tramp of men, the roll of dnunB, nevtir <\-sw(al 
nijfht or day. Arabs wider their ciiiefs, Zeibeks 
under Amazons, men with wild visages and every 
variety of odd costume and armament, were ems- 
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.staiitly paraded at the Taxim, the place iVarraes 
near Pera. Nay, more ! About 1000 Greeks, if we 
believed the Bassiret, had also oflered to swell the 
ranks o!' the Ottoman army and their tender had 
been accepted ; and there had been no lack of warm 
addresses in s(»mo of the jonmals jniblishcd in the 
I'^nmeh and English languages, insisting on the duty 
of Ottoman subjects of all creeds to rash to arms in 
defence of the integiity of the empire. Had the 
Government of the Porte, as it seemed extremely 
}>robable, obtained a speedy and decisive "victory, 
this jiatriotie zeal of the })ojHiiation might perhaps 
at no distant period have been productive of mea- 
sures tending to cement the ties w’hich ought to bind 
together the variou.-s classes of the subjects of the 
same state. An Ottoman nation, as I have often 
said, could only arise out of an Ottoman aimy. 

The Gorornment designed the uniform of the 
\(»lunteers, which consisted of “a white shii-t and 
trousers, vith a red sash and fez, to which the Softas 
added the white turban, the distinctive badge of 
their order.’’ Eules also were issued concerning the 
volunteers as wadi as the regular troops, with a Hew 
to enforce a strict discipline by the punishment of 
those who should be guilty of outrages against the 
defeneole.ss population. Servia it was hoped would 
be spared the sight of the horrors by w'bich tlie 
BasM-Bazouks and other Mussulman auxiliaries had 
accomplished the pacification of the Bosnian and 
Bulgarian districts. So far as it depended on official 
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thougii thi*}” ackouwledgMl tiu»t tlsu Ilem-jfirtWiiotiM, 
drivca to revolt by miRgovetttJtieni, ought tl»«r%'o 
tbeir «yinpatbl<j«, woro greatly esMjnjratel si|4ait»»t, 
the Servians and Mottton^pdiw wbo, ia tlwir 
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opinion, had no cause of complaint, and vowed that 
“ not one of them would be suftered to escape, as no 
ijuarter would be given.” 

With respect to the Christian volunteers, men of 
.sense in Constantinople did not hesitate to describe 
tbe nu'tvement as a mystification ; the purpose of 
which V ould be accomplished if it could only impose 
iipon people placed as far off as the English House 
t)r Comunnis, whex'e Mi'. Disraeli (now Lord Beacons- 
fiekl), relying on a despatch of Sir Henry Elliot, 
vhich he read aloud for the edification of the English 
pulilic, announced that Christian and Mussulman 
.subjects of the Porte were already fraternising on 
tbe battle-field, that the fusion of races was initiated, 
and the inilleimium was at hand. Unscrupulous 
new>papcr writers told us that “ the paiading of 
these' Christians excites the gi'eatest interest and 
;ippl<iuse among ths Turkish spectators, and that 
nothing can be more -v^orthy of reflection than the 
gn cting given by tbe Turkish public to the flag 
beaiing the Crescent and the Cross, borne before 
tiic Creek volunteers — a union of those two symbols 
which are commonly supposed to be, to the Mussul- 
man as to the Oriental Christians, typical of irrecon- 
cilable antagonism.” All this however was mere 
moonsWne ; the Armenian volunteers were reckoned, 
in round numbers, at 100, and the Greeks at half 
that number. But in sober reality they never 
mustered more than 35 ; they were banished to the 
worst purlieus of the suburb of Kassim Pasha, and 
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tian volimtt'crs in the Turkish i-anks, because, as it 
\va^ iii'actised last year (July, 1876), and counte- 
nanced, let us hope in good faith and from mere 
!giuu'!'im-e am! ovor-sanguinencss of disposition, by 
:u! Ambassador and a Prime Minister of the British 
crown, so it Ims been rovivod with the same conMonce 
niu! bold assi.'verance on the outbreak of the Bussian 
^vur this year. It is perfectly idle to talk of Chris- 
tian patriotism in Turkey. The Christians are not, 
and they teel that they never can bo, one nation 
with their ilussulman fellow-subjects. Their con- 
dition as a t'oiK|uered race remains substantially the 
same ns it was four t'enturies mo — that of fretting: 
rancour, ill -dissembled under the habits of abject 
flattery and eringing submissiveness. One by one 
the non-Mu.-sulnian subjects of the Porte, both iu 
Europe and Asia, have in various epochs attempted 
*ri'be}lii>n, iu some instances, as in that of Greece, 
Ibiumatua, Servia, etc., with encouraging results. 
Each of the subject ra<‘,es aspires, not only to shake 
off the yoke of the Ottoman ruler, hut to become in 
its turn the ruler. Xeither the Greek, nor the 
Wallach, nor the Slav has achieved complete inde- 
ptmdence. Their aim.s and interests clash, and the 
Turk is enabled in some moasure to hold his own by- 
setting one of his domestic enemies against the other. 
But, however bitter may be the jealousy and em-y 
between these Christian races, there is no doubt, that ^ 
hatred to the ,Twk is the univeMi dominaiit, feeling 
' pnong them.' Were the Turkish, &l?ire , alone in 
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ufthc Mussulman’s prusenco. Foi* several oeuturies 
thf proeuce of the Crescent on European shores 
was luokeil upon as an outrage to all Chxistendom. 
Nl'otbiug lujt defeat and the impotence arising from 
tiivisiun eompelled the Western Powers to desist 
from those erusades which had their cause in an 
iustiner of se!f-]irescrvation as much as in religious 
ontlnisinsm. Christianity was overpowered on the 
Dsinube us well as on the Bosphorus, but it pro- 
te^unl to the lust. The (ptaiTcl was adjourned, not 
deeiih.'fl : and the time for redress and revanche could 
not fail to come. 

The 8erbs, or to speak more correctly, the Slavs 
of Hervia and i\routouegro, of Austro-Hungaxy and 
llussiii, Were hefit on re-vindicating the rights of 
< diristiauitv on the Daiuibe. What they were 
waging lit, it year was a war of race as well as a war 
<if religion. The Servians and Montenegrins had 
fiot sutlieient .strength in themselvo.s ; they received 
(Uiiy inadequate aid from the Au.stro-Hungarian 
Sla%'.s, urn! Wi>re not able to with.stand the onset of 
the Ottojuan force-s. The Servians were overpowered 
ami the Ottoman received the congratulations of a 
Certain class of ])<)liticians, and the applause of those 
of his Ciiristian subjects whose fortunes doom them 
to sink or swim with him. Panslavism, whether 
northern or southern, was compelled to hide its 
diminished head, waiting for opportunities, which, as 
we now the immediate future Tpuld bring. 

^ -Upon a renewal of the struggle th^/hpvf^td' instincts 
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of tiio Christum won siiu* to ho r> • iu.tio m< 4, 

and independent or ''(•uu-indi p. iid» it! -ft' ' 

of Gieeeu and Uounumia, vGiiei; laid h. < n l«* h ■ . 
on, sliakistu their In atC .u S hm, and tilt < M , s: 
buunded demotion oi .mnt\ futile Mill m. .1! c 
only be too uhid, ii’allowt d, to < 'inn in tor iLi if o 
of till s]iuiK of 'fiukt anil to make lutN iC ;1 t; « 
Ilussiati ''Un shim ' 

The main oiMatdi ansnn; ai a!! turn'' .niuu'f fls 
only p^)^'lhl^ ->oiuttou of tin Ma-'t- in ipn, dion ' tn 
the doo iu-tlie-iiiamjfer pie'ition ol’ t h Au-M" !! n 
rian Empiri . In In r jtu m nt du d'-tii int-,. ; - r 
Au''tro-l!ui"4Uiy i.ui m ii!i> i lm:i! i I’ i 

'-la\i''m not loiin to tiiiii' un'' e .h • 
it t<i liavi tin Damibt ma ki < p n hi i I, '' 
ji'i the Mae} ar mil ' n \iin(ii md !’< ih \ :o 
ealkil '• tiu inti uriti oi ihi tttt.-iiii'! 1 ' j ’ 
for Aiwio-llunoai} a qii. -Eiou of i \i-n is. Ik 
the -Vifstiun nanii va-i thioueluait th 1 1 o . 
mure Imartih' and iinnii'-alh I’omand ;i w 

A 4- 

Christian cotiihatauis than ilnit ot t!it Otf.oi’. i i 
hinibelf, their raoe heino scan * ly .H'.u.to- «! in 
resolution strangely am! utiexp* ett dh udopi-d !•) 
the blundering Andimny Cabinet towards the < ndof 
July, 1876, of dosing the Port of Klek agaitjAt ti»/ 
Turks5, a measure not jusiiiiwi u\un by the principle 
of tho duty of iieutrak as mi down in iiiierimiiomil 
codes, inasmuch as it did not extend to the Btmh: di 
Cattaro, or any other point on the Adrkik- coast of 
the empire, and was thus of no advanisg® to Monk- 
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who olainioil lla* rights of a belligerent, while 
it betii'fiti'tl till* BtteJiiaii and Htn’zegDvinian insur- 
whom Atl^tria, iw well us Turkey, considered 
liicre rehtd" unti hrigunds. Why Andiussy shonW 
taken that '‘ir.ingt’ htep, ami how it was that 
iieklier Engliud nor any of the W efifcern Powers, 
intr 'Fnrkey h<'r<elf prottstcd against it, was to most 
|H'opk* a my-itny. The move, probably, was sug- 
gested by iliissia who, tiller straining every nerve to 
''tir up atid einiadden Southern Panslavism, began 
at this time to ask what she would gain by its even- 
iusil iriumph, ami did not wish to see Sorvia succeed 
without her aid. When I speak of Russia I mean 
of cour'.t* the Russian (Juvennnent, for the Czar 
was at the time n member of the famous League of 
the Thr« < I'hupenu", and the three great Monarchs, 
btjit on loeaiising the struggle, “ embraced -with effu- 
sion,’' whatever that might mean, at their Berlin 
iiiterview, that the work! might augur therefrom 
peace and gomlwill to all men. But those Monarchs 
anti tlioir ^Ministers tvere mereiv the flies on the 
whetl, flattering thomwlves, not only that they gave 
the impulse to the chariot, but also directed Its 
eoiUNc. while the real impelling force decidedly re- 
sided in the Slavic Committees, whicdi had both 
uuiubera and the consciousness of a good cause on 
their feide. The point to be settled was whether the 
moans and activity of these Coramitfeees would be 
sufiSeient to bewr up the Servians in their struggle 
against the terrible material odds that Turkish big 
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battalions and cannon as W"t II a- Moh iniin <1 nt n- 
tluiwasm, wen> inustc lino against tin m .tutlw' il t 
the iniiuuire of those {'ominitt* i ^ ui t’e n < 
counti'h'." \\ns '■tiony < non^li to s-h a fin ! ' 

Govoiuinciits. to haillt all t ifoit- to In ab.o :l > 
Icbt, ant! to enoaoi u} iiai lb;.. • 

and pel ha jK <tthc.r Powcis, in tin sehita n t' t; c’ 
Ea.stera (|utsiion whuh iinn it i- }osi l.io o. 
onh a leti^al <ii’ th< lisnu aiijouiiud ijti utt ' ! • t\ -u 
the Cioss and tht (’u m < tit 

The result rtinuvid « \i t\ iloubt tiota tin 'm! i » 
Tilt Stnians Avci'i not onh hiann. ina ! * ; 

hv the unthnikiau nmltitnii' , liid t\tii 
imperial lips, a" hattii^ d>'t!\M{ th> u d ' ’ ( 

their tutt iniici tin lins.nn tofut it’ , 

oono to tin II >i lit. Hi obidniui to tbi I’mi ' 
Coimniltti s, and n all o! witliont tin i>>ihi 
the Go\ ( 1 mile nts, ( nln 1 dii d as }i. ro* < i v, i lo 1 ' 

as disappointc d till 11 Si r\ la hut }o>1 in > a oi i 
ail se ant'd to lx o\ti hut <i ti ts mousii' m'* 
and an Emperoi saw hiuisf If < uiapc lii d to * d. ^ 

the championship ofthetati'a niwliii!) p. ■ i i.d 
her au\iluirks had lieen wuisti d, and a Itns-i i<( c., a 
sprano up as clearly fioin the Senian uai. tin* 
war of Smda itself had evid* nt!y ariM, u fioin ilu 
revolt of Bosnia and Hcrittiooviriit. 

O 
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THE AEMtSTICE. 

HK HIMn H ! un — mt'Ul’ilATIC BUVOLIVO. — HOT }fOT TO DEAL 
WliH liu ILHK-i — TSUCL VO ABMIVTICE — KiSUMPTIOIT OF 

nit — lovoniovv oi pbvce. — hie foete, its sdbjeot& 

AV1> Vi-iVL- “I.ISHUL llIVATIEiF — HOT TO DEAL TirHTHE 
T^l^K^ — Jin miMW ttriMvTUM. 

El K(>PE\% diplomacy had given proof of its egregious 
iuipou-ucn m its attempt^ to prevent the Servian. 
Wdi. It WM'' now further to show its incapacity in 
it-' t floitN to negotiate a peace or even to patch up 
an aiiaiviue. For more than three months a great 
change Ii.ui been observable in the relations of the 
Subluue J^n■te v\ith the Great Powers. With the 
dt<ith <if Sultan Abl-ul-Azi/^, or indeed with the fall 
of his Gland Vi/aer, Mahmoud Nedim, called Mah- 
nioudod', the induenee of Russia had come to an end, 
and England was in the ascendant. General Igna- 
fieif was the subject of ail the animadversions of the 
Pera press, the virulence and violence of whose 
attacks exceeded all limits prescribed by the common 
decencies of international intercourse. He had with- 
drawn to his country residence at Bayukdshs a few 
days before the usual commencement of the diplematic 
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rilleggitttiira, and had soon sent his family to a "iM' 
bathing place on the Ci-iniean coast. On fho 'iath 
of July, i.e. about ihico 'vvecks after the fosnmeiu'i - 
nient of the Turko-Seivian hostilities, he b ft us 
by the mail stcamci for Odessa on his wax t '> 
St. Petersburg. Ilis absence, as Ik' haul, ^\as nuf to 
exceed throe weeks, but public rumour Uindd laoit 
it that he was definitively iccalled and n mi n- 
tioned the name of his successoi. 

Sir Henry Elliot was thus left master of tin fit Id. 
The purchase of the Suez Canal shares, tlu' i »- 
couragement given to Tmkey to lejici I lie iM-ilin 
Memorandum, the advice attributed to the Enghdi 
Ambassador with respect to M ChiiNtich's miwon 
to Constantinople on the eve of Serviak di < latatiou 
of hostilities, and above all the piesimt of out 
Mediteiranean fleet in Tuikish watel'^ at Ihsikt 
Bay, had laiscd England’s name to the highest ]»iteh 
of popiilaiity, and hoi ^Majesty’s Ambassador is uptd 
all the benefit of a situation vhicli lus skill was hup- 
posed to have created. 

In those happy days of May 'ivhen ifahmoud ft II 
and the Union Jack waved in sight of Tonedos, it 
was a good thing for a man to be an Englishnian. 
Our merchants as they stepped into the eoasting- 
steamem on the Bosphorus, were received by the 
Turks on board with a radiancy betokening the best 
mutual understanding and sympathy. Lady Elliot 
w^as cheered and applauded as her carriage showed 
itself in the crowd across the bridge at Sultaa 
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llxiTdiW inauguratu>n. It was vainly that people 
tJHHi to damp the exultation of the Osmanlis by 
reminding them that the a\ichoring of the English 
ironclads at Besika Bay was rather a hostile than a 
frieudiy demonstration, as those vessels were there 
011I3' to protect the Queen’s subjects from such out- 
buist^ (d' IMohnmmedan fanaticism as had cost the 
livcN of the two European Consuls at Salomca. It 
uas alt in \ain ' The TurkN were satisfied that the 
good old Cl imcMii days had como again. The English 
llect there ; the Eu'^sian Ambassador had taken 
Iuh depaiture , there was war with Servia, the van- 
guard of }lu>sia ; there would soon be war with 
Russia, and tht' Turk would once more take the field 
with ihui) Ji'ltnny by his side. 

CJemral Ignaticff however was fully justified in 
hiN ehoi(.'(‘ of the time for a holiday trip. There 
u IS then, iliplomatiealiy speaking, no king over 
Tink» y Suit, an Itlurad had nut yet been at Eyoob, 
and a> we know nevei wont theie. No Ambassador 
could, in obedience to ancient etiquette, be presented 
to him previous to his consecration, and all inter- 
national affairs had to be transacted without the 
f^nveieigu’s inteivention. Diplomatists found them- 
selves in as helpless a condition as that of newly- 
[ created cardinals while the Pope still keeps their 
I lips padlocked like those of Papageno in the opera. 
I There was nevertheless a great deal of business 
I going on at the Porte and at the Embassies. 

I The shores of the Boigihorus presented at that 
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season au unusually auiniatccl swno. Ste.un 1 imn Iich, 
or, as they are there called, Movdm, swiepiiv^ the 
waters with the urimsou flag of the ireM-tut am! 
star, were steaming for houm at the IaiKling-'tiU!‘<. <4' 
our Embassies and Legations. It ^\^\s now tin agt ti 
and smooth Grand Yizier, now IMiilluit Piidia. itou 
the cheery Minister for P’oreign Atku'", S,tt\u 
Pasha, closeted with one or anothei td' tin ir Kum 
pean Excoileucies. Oi it was not le-'^' frinpumth 
one of these diplomatists gliding doun in his ^is- 
oared canpie, the beaivr of an nliutini'iiii oj >ih,,ini- 
thdiwnii from his Chn'orumeut, for tin thiixtiy ol 
which he might have to hunt tin* Ottoman i 

from Yali to Yali, bomethms n<;t inieaulunu him 
till ho went down to the Poite oi tin Smaskiu.it> 
at Stamboul. As iuterimdiaiit s b. tv, lui tin 
gi eat men, dragomans and piivate been tarit s, , h lunl 
with minoi messages, uore iueessinliv bu^tlim.: uj< 
and down on board the coasting hteamub of tin 
Chirket-i-Humieh Company. .\1! tiust \\oitliy 
officials were era])Ioyud In one and tin. sann bimi- 
nosb, that of bringing the Turko-Seiv lan wat to ui 
end, hard work at that time of the yotir, i-pt uaih ii 
the south wimi blew, making the inert, fimctnm *4 
breathing an extremely arduous and puiiii'ul tusk. 

In the midst of that bustle Sir Henry Elliot hmi 
become the ail-important personage. In Ignatioffs 
absence he had risen to the dignity of f%en of the 
diplomatic body, an advantage %yhich ho owed to 
the earlv date of his aoc.reditafanti 
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Coiu't. The Servians had, in the latter days of 
August, sued for the mediation of the Powers to 
suspend hostilities, and the representatives of the 
six Guaranteeing Powers met almost daily at her 
Majesty’s Embassy under Sir Henry’s presidency. 
They were the French, Gennan, and Austrian Am- 
bassadors, the Italian Minister, and M. Nelidoff, 
Russia’s cluivgS iVaffaua in Ignatieff’s absence. 

About that time, August 31st, it will be romem- 
bei'ed, Sultan Murad had been deposed, and his 
brother, Abd-ul-Hamid, had ascended the throne. 
It was not likely that all the energy with which this 
second grandson was credited should tempt him to 
expose his sacred poison to the hardship and dangers 
of a battlefield. It was not by drawing but by 
sheathing his sword that Abd-ul-Hamid would gain 
a title to his people’s gratitude, and deserve such a 
monument as Marochetti’s equestrian statue to Em- 
manuel Philibert in the Piazza San Carlo at Turin. 

After a feu days’ distussioii, on the 15th of Sop- 
tom] >er a suspension of hostilities was agreed upon. 
The Porte objected to a formal armistice, lest it 
should imply an acknowledgment on her part of 
the position of the two principalities as belligerents, 
and as such independent states. But she was willing 
to treat for peace, and with that view she engaged 
to send directions to her commanders in the field to 
dteist from al aggressive movements. This arrange- 
ment, it appears, did not satisfy Russia, who insisted 
.i-fiTOn a formal suspension of hostilities. The matter 

;woL. n. 
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tliu fveiitual , settlement oC their (liUbruTices, Tin; real 
dil'iiciihy arose with ivspectt(» ihuiiusiirgeiit ])r(A iiii'i's 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Sma'ia and ]\I<)iittiiie”-n » 
professed tu have tahou up arm.s out of syi)j[iathy 
for the sufteriiio-s of ilieir Christian and v^ia.vio 

o 

bretlrrcn of those distaicts. Their intcrforencey while 
it banned thoinselves, was unavailiiig to thcii 
brethren, whom they were now co)npellod to abandon 
to their fate. With her artnics returning vietorious 
from the Servian frontier, Turkey would have littlf 
difficulty in achieving tire subjugation, or, as it wouit 
be called, the pacification of the ravaged teiTitor}' 
It was for tho Powers to take np the part wffiic/ 


Servia and Montenegro had unsuccessfully er 
deavoured to sustain. It, was for them to see that 
the Poi-te brought back Bosnia and Herzegovina | 
to their allegiance, without utterly crushing them, j 
without making them the theatre of such atrocities ■' 
as had disgraced the Turkish name in Bulgaria. • 
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T1 10 Powers Avoiild have to convince tlic TiiiPs 
tlnii it was as liitio ibr their own good as for that 
of ilif! Bosnians and Herzegovinians that those 
pi'orinces shonld i-omain under their dii’oct and 
ijuniediate sway. The negotiation to that clfect was 
I'vidently in very had hands. Thu Enssian Am- 
ha.ssador kept away fruiii his post^ leaving his 
enibass}' in the hands of a more chunje d’ajfaires, 
ibr no utlior reason than t(j expose the powerless ness 
of lii'^ colleagues, and especially of his English col- 
league, to achieve anything witlumt him. There 
was no doubt that the arrangeinent oi‘ the %Yhole 
difficulty w ould have been easy if England and Itussia 
could ha\e been brought to a good understand- 
ing, and It soon becanio evident that such an under- 
sfamling would spring up between tire cabinets of 
8l. James's and St. lAtei'sburg. But I thought 
Uu'ii. and wrote (September ilib) “that a cordial 
c(^-o])!,'raiion la tween two .^ncb diplomatics as Sir 
}1 eiiry Elliot and f lencral Jgnatielf in any imagiualJe 
transaction was a^ ini]»os,si])le at that moment a.s it 
hud been .at any lime I'rom the very tiivt outbreak of 
the revolt in the Turkish provinces. Bcith these 
aiiibassadoi's had beoii at their posts ibr many years, 
and doubtless wdtb the best intentions, each of them 
fancied that he could best promote the interest of 
his owm ccatntry by crossing his rival’s piuposes — 
the. Ptussicui, by ’worrying and bullying the Porte, 
exposing its misgovenimont and d-welling on the 
grievances of its Olrristiau .subjects ; the Briton, by 

, 139—2 
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///;; i..!SJL^ A iji ■ 

palliating’ tlio .‘'aiiriiM*!;'!!'.;'' "i’ '-i''’ (Hhnaa’i (InM-ra- 
iiient, and rcfeiriiig’ ail li'f ('I'li'tnin di~<‘. tuii'M in 
foreign — /.t'. rai'-'ian- u'li'un". 

One ha- tM n-’^rr i .iMii 

the aireeiuh'-- hi lhi'e’ar‘:a -tr iu . *Mi l;aitei'-!r 
piittiii^e'liiiii-'ellhail ufthi. \se.\ , \ Lh n\i u 

agent to rrca-^tin* u|) Uh oiwoia iv 

lUiiLSir Hoai‘\ elu-inu Jh- . . ‘tin 

evaJeucL Joktli i?v!io\ o, j]oi -lei 0* * *' i-* ”e . ,j.| 
lluiig h] ui'-])anaj»‘n'o)0 .hii ihi-ni-, 

1 1 >et lilt \l ill pi' » ^ ii ;< > i I , :o 1 i ! ' i < ’O * ,i | i hi ‘ 

.“-aiiie ilato. that i.i t’ ‘‘ ^ h t lo - nh 'J'm. 

Pii\vi‘r> niiiV (.ip <>! ^ \ ^ 1 ((1, ,‘s ' .)*' '.oipm! 

eillier to iiiail o* :h‘-*ii 5 i\ I'o^\ lo 

vhJeli rhtg Ii<pl al ii 0‘M' if.. ■< ‘p’ 0 oh^av 

lilTnoy aa<l lap* ahj-<!^ j -e pph i 

llit-h* pv; a ijiaoT* L pi .11 h' Pi.ejl.p j o 1 

Senita liaii nOgi ; h a |m a, p ^ , .h. a • ■ i.. i .p o.i e» 

of Imiiauiit} , tp a' .la.oph iy pi';!' vo igh^ 

of tileii' cpiiiljiiiohi aoi'^P' h'^ ‘ h -ip'o'^' e ’h o^f a 
a coiiftreiicc' ih)‘ ji* pop ipo'i opipt -pi phi h;i\i 

been iitid iu l'oii-.tant iopph : aiai pn i;p prinolplp 
that if you wWii to Uati' o tlnt'o dpoo yei haiuhi do 
it yoiiioeli*5 the* uegytiaiiiMi-- -^ouM bt * vpphiptf. d* linl 
by tiEibii-'^adoi^ or o/zopoig' do//Poa.>, but by l!it; 
he<iclir^ oihliu <TOToiiu?iont- o)‘ by |n]‘-o]iaoto oi‘ liiub 
ranlvj of coiisiuninat/iJ alhiino-, and lVi‘o iVoin iho 
jayjiiclieeH to wliioh dip!o.mai i^t^ by toii itaig and taio 
coiirstaiit a eraitiift tmd oolii^ion aro iimaoidably ' 
liable. Tlmfc was the ct>ursu utiuptud in at 
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tlie tiiuc of tlio stipulation ol‘ the Treaty of Paris, 
and tiiero is no douht that treaty was attended with 
yood results for the o'cnoiul welfare of Europe, 
though it achieved little or nothing towards the 
seitlomcnt of the Eastern question. I repeat 
Turkish atlairs should have hocni settled, not in 
ikiris, or l^ondon, or Rome, or Baden, but at Con- 
stantino}>le. So long as the Turks had only to deal 
with tliose anihassadors, the}’' would argue that the 
fhwerumouts represented by thorn were irreconcilably 
at odds on the Eastern question; the Tuihs would 
continue to bo uumanagoablo ; they would be cou- 
firnictl in their fund conceit — of Avhich T bad often 
endem onred to make English readers a'ware — that 
they, the Turks, were masters of the sitnatioii, and 
had only stubb<u'nly to resist the pressure from any 
oui- quarter to be sure of siqiport IVoin the opposite 
side. The Tark> fancied they had only to disregard 
ail ad\'irt.‘ and refuse all proposals to neutralise the 
inllueiice of the Rovers cd' Eurc>pe, or eventually 
set them b}' tile cars. “If the present complica- 
tion was to drift them into a war with Russia,” the 
Turks reasoned, “ would not England he compelled 
TO fight Turkey’s battles T And upon the .strength 
of that conviction there was perhap.s nothing the 
Turks do, sired better than to see Rai-ssia. change her 
])Tesent attitude of a covert ally of Servia and 
l\[ontenegro into the definite position of an open 
enemy. Whether or not they were justitied in 
reckoning on England’s help in any emerg'ency 
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ucr|uiLSco ill ii, aiul >ivH»d lui 'n .'supjhjii nf iht* 
FriaitieH ot IPlj, so dau ih-iurnid had in 

be aknuluiierL If was hanily iilv‘K diat the 
Powers luAv inctliatiiiy’ iH'luaeai 'rnrleay uiirl Serviti 
would saiietioii a deprirturo from the arraiu^eiiienfs 
of 1856 and‘IpS67^, in oilit*r wenis, that tJnw 
would allon" the rc-tstablidiiaeui id* Idirkidi ibrovs 
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in any part of tliu Sor\'Tau tenitoiy. Tlie cession 
to un enemy, liowevor victorious, of strongholds 
V'liich he has uot uetnally taken would not be com- 
ftniuahlc with the common usages of war, and the 
Turks had not as yot gained possession of Alexinatz. 
Tile demolition of the fortresses and the limitation 
of the miinbev and cadres of the army might liurnble, 
but would not substautially and permanently weaken 
the Servians any more than the same measures 
afl'ectod the real strength of the Piussians after 
-leiui. With ro.'jiect to an indemnity, to exact pay- 
ment in read}' money from Servia would be, as the 
Italians liave it, “Cavih‘ saaijnf' a nna jxqxt” or, in 
English, to take the breeks off a Higldanchnan, and 
anv engagenieiit bv which Servia should bind her- 
self to douldc or treble the amount of irer yearly 
tribute to the eventual extinctiuu of her war debt 
would only I'avc iinolved future complications and 
disj lilies, llie Porte ought, therefore, to have been 
iiiude to I'cnounce ail liope of either territorial or 
pecuniary compensation, and agree to anything 
vliicli niigiit bind over >Scrvi.t to keep the peace at 
ica<t foi- u term of years, dispensing even with any 
act of homage and allegiance that Prince Milan 
miglit pay to the Sultan at Constantinople. There 
would, people thought, be no objection to the pro- 
po.sed construction of I'ailways through Servia iii 
cctmmuuication with Turki.sh lines, as one could not 
see how such an achievement, advantageous to all 
Europe, cottki either iucroase the military strength 
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] tit 111 tht ( a)\ 1 1 uintiit, V lio eniitmlied 

til' inv( i\ I thir 1) iiiia of uiH pos'^nmu'^ 
V !ui h “-uhusl ii> ]u\( biuitnsLil tumi the 

1 unit of tin \ )tu til It w .!'• imiKts-illt . the} euti- 
tt-’uitd I lit till rtnki''li iim\ and tin l^ru~suliuaa 
itii-ti, I hit d N IluA Wilt* bv llicJi lectnii cv- 
i’! ' d itl f'!' dla tin a 111 wly u\ tkoned itdtyioiN 

■' 1 'tntuid U(jn -11 111 all anaiULiiicid wlntli 

uid id'iw th( ot SiiMi and 

'< -1 ' -tnaiiutiiidh d, md icLuall} ustaidthc m- 
'uUintN nl tin }liM< Ollui piOMlieCs foi tliui 
lii j*'un IiN 11 ik n. iln nn Mill li it oidd 

Ih inji nIi; I tud(!)\ inti< otla I di^rin of Eintipean 
link* ’ fbi. pi ’iidan_ th( (. lati i fui tiioii fidelity, 
k Itii^ n v\ii( tin 1 Htul e lit 111 luniuiu of 

lli I 111- pi '-dud Pid e'uluding bi'' -NStll-bc- 

! nid 'll'.!’ . I |t an tin b.mpiit Tin bundled^ of 

di It ~ iiid' 1 'I d) !'• hi \ idtlf d whu at the ptatt' 

ui iinJ i M lu bt da’iiiidid md Milt b.ttk Id tlitii 

II ill ' in ilu A ii III' ]i it' ol dll cuipuc, ^^Ol^ld adv. 

il it I 1' liih ini lb'' rh it lilt \ bad titdiiied the 

b id k'[i' ul rb ' ! a i] III I ^11 and bed the a blood, and 
i! it Si ' to pie i^i tbi (ti.iolUs in then ossii countiy, 
ui il O' la tin 111 ith Ol \\i 't of Eniope*, that tlie 
sittoiy ssliiih th s bad ali but ai eoni2i]i''be(l uab 

'£uir<}nd fiom tin n uiasp It is ahsajs on this 

idif'gul iujbility i n dn if pait teitinb the pasdons of 
tlu iiusbin midtkiule, that tbc GuTcrninent of the 
Porti, oiuinid tbuii policy of I'eddauce to the de- 
mands of the gimiant' eiiig Poaser'?. Their iiffnaa 
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vdfio was now the ihrcat oi‘ a massaiTi* ol iho 
Cliristiaiis, tobe<>-iu bv a holocaust of the lueiabcrs of 
the Goyernment themselveb. AiK)i!yi!t(iu>! Iciti't'e 
they said, constantly reached the ]\[i]iisle3>, :uid 
placards in the Turkish lau'^unye were stuck up at 
eyery street comer (tfSiaiuhuui, lioldiny out laenaei-.-, 
of popular veiie-eanee ayoiinst the Grand A^izier, .Mid- 
hat Pasha and their colleayiies, were they to aecpr 
conditions iiicoinpatibie with the riediis o(‘ irtlant and 
the digTiit}' of the Ottoman Kiujiii-e Shrewd per- 
sons were iucliiiod to look upon tlicM' pretondod 
menaces as mere device'^ and stratiyeni^, a iicwe 
corned}^ of the Alinlsters them^elw-,. •• il< se font 
ecrire des lettres anonymes.” Ihtt main of tie- 
Eurojx-an residents, and own --ome ul' die i)ip!u- 
luatic Body — first and foremost Sir lliiii-v !•il!io^ — 
allowed themsehe> to be diMpiieted in llte.-i- tlduie- 
rical apprehensions, and the ]i<iiuc in I’era wasidmo-t 
as general as it had been in AFay, ul the time of the 
great Sofia moyemeni. 

It would have been well, I think, it* the lu yoti- 
ations for peace had been carried on indepciideiitly 
of such fears or of the ufiectutiuii of such fear.'-. If 
diplomacy aspired even to the tempo)-ary settlement, 
of the Eastern cpiostiou ; if it found it lu'cer-sary i,o 
exercise a proper pressure on the Porte lo ublaiu 
something like justice on behalf of the Ghiisiiaim, 
it should have been jirepiurod to grasp its nutile, to 
impose or enforce its owm terras on the Turk^, regard- 
less of possible consequences ; and, leaving the Sul- 
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taii'.s ^liui'^tL'rs lo ‘^•uuvd against their own clanger of 
;i<>a'-siii:ttlnii as they best could, it .should have 
ireated the menace of Christian massacre, s with the 
eontcni])! it di'served. The representatives of the 
>i\ Pkwoi’s slionid iiave inUiuated to tho Porte that 
they held it re-^j ion,'«il do for the pre.servation of imblie 
ordei' and sL'curily. Tliev should have urged that if 
ans ma-saeix^ oeeuri’ed tlicy would look upon them 
ii'- upon the atrocitic'; pi-rpetrated in. Bulgaria, as tho 
u]i.shot of secret instigations on the part of the 
( (ovemment itseli', and they .should have thrown out 
eiear hints th.nr tho lea-'t recurrence of such outrages 
would have been. the signal I’or the immediate and 
joint oecupation (»f the provinces of the empire by 
ilu‘ iauil and »:ii i'orce.s of the six Powers. One 
could Liiidi ‘island a jiolicy of non-intervention in the- 
atljtii'.s of I'urkt.y, but not that of a mediation which 
.-bouid be tleitMTcd from doing full justice to all par- 
lit, by the mere blustering and threatening' of one 
of iheui -a iin'diaiion vhich would hesitate about 
pntviiling against ibe puuislnnent of pa>t oxcessos 
from a craven fan' of pi'ovoking future enormities. 
Ag;uu<t tin; pres,sun> of unanimou.s and determined 
Europe Turkey could have raised no oppo.sitiou, and 
would have attemjdetl none. All her contumacy 
aro,se front a coinietiun that joint action by all the 
Powur-s, and e.3pecialh' by England and Pussia, was 
an impo.ssibility, tuid that it was always easy for the 
flovemntent of the Porte to play one of tho,se great 
states agaijist tho other. This the Turks judged 
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fiom tlie attitnclo of ilio ^^\o ihU um 

anotliei ; Poi, ^^h[lo tho absuHo <»i ( (i in i il i^ii Uh il 

fi 0111 Buyulvdt u IhIhI tint ihi— i Im 

bouiod no liopc of piaio, and no wid) tm it tl i \i 
fact that Hi 1 IfiiUi Fdijut ui^ul on }p^ u'llt i,n - 
Ills fcai^ of C’lui-'tian la ; " u ' ' ' io nnhu F i ai !.■ 
mofleiato tluji (hniaiMh ll'iliuil il < 'i.uk' ilin 
they might ni ani ii1\ on iln ^iq pf m oi 

England, and that in loiiijih with iiiv diiiiiaih 
tin y noid oiilv (’oin'uli t’an ov n ph i^in ' d * on 
voiiieiUL. 

]\[tain\kih, the ah'^t in i oi (.iinid lu’ t 1 'll!', 
pi ('longed 111 ^ Olid till tloi.i. aiih' n d ii t1 h _in 
imig of Ot IoIh 1 it he Jii 'ud>nti’' t d ' ' i _ a 
lion tondintid o ^-i Hi > \ i.il o 1 h ’ . 
doMU at dl point' IH' s iuii \ i- lU i ii d t / 
^\allt of ludio'i'! (in'. Hi i i' 1 

HUM one u I d ill i hai n tu oi thi '1 ah i ! . t ' 
too much Failii iii Ir.' ])ov,i. i i !i t idK ah a 
peiftLU'ion, and to liuo foi^olt u i! i dii (Mt u , 
Gov'cimuiiil, a-, 1 'an! Ido tiu I'lj d ( i o i j 
poses all pacihc arguun 'it' hi m uh'i ii n 
posSfOiO's, and ouh citid' lo tint Ion o* t i lui- 
■^tanci s or iogii ui ot cuts fin lur woi 'lap' t' noiln i 
Kismet oi distni}. lie m.i> al'o too 'i imii'lc uin 
ated hy those thieats dotkod in lln di'_ui'i oi 
feaie by the Tuilvish Miuisteis, of out ho ik' of 
Mohammedan fanaticism unioug tho M!t,"uliii.nis, 
and he relied for smees.^ on tin sacovVci m 
patted the Tmk& on the b.idv> and alloutd them to 
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put linn (til with !.ni winds .tnd to slip tliioui^h his 
iiu<4tis ail tlii" it nn”ht 1)0 pK’-iUinud, lioin no 'VYaiit 
nl '^ondwiil iiut thio'iah a iinid pivi.onceptioJi and a 
MiiiM'tjiKuf 1 iim fit' judiiiifut Tt "was full time, 
jHoplc '•iid. lint (<LH(iaJ Ij^natieff should resume 
111' plan. In I, (it till Diplomatic Body, and 
eh 111,1 all that . that hi siiould take up the paii of 
kiiu MuiL, 't md on tin fiu-fih »< lu iv piinciple, 
iinimm to llu '’luikNthat tin aie a piotettod state, 
imptiNi iipuii till 111 a I}i.id /ad' anniNtii'i , and compel 
linia to Ni_.il .1 piutiHoI. Imidmg thnii hyan engagc- 
iii lit t'l till PowdN to do piNtice to their Cluistian 

Null]. I In 

ri]. Miiitdiii'in point waN (.arvkd by Six Hcmy 
! ill lit til i' utuioNt Ntuuii, and Us lesultwas that 
t I id 1 i.H diioaniiiNtui and rile Poito, attci rufusuig 
lu III pt tiu It iiiiN uf pLai-o piujiONcd by the Powexs, 
tibl.u-uh d (hind ai^u to yi'i e aix\ auaiantec of 
hu lihih.Kitt ui rl t tciniN ttndtiid in hex own 
(luu.t 1 p.up iNal — that In to Na\, declined to admit 
till nui 1 ii.it,!ii I oi ibc ]^ov.t.iN to that end between 
ill iNt It and hi i Nuh|t un. TIk Ottoman Got eiixiixeut 
•Hiptid [It lit witb Stitia and iMoiiteuegio on tlie 
[ii'Hiipli uf lilt -,hit I’- ipKi Unit. Jicll»tit,hvii would 
not luiiNt lit to a pu'tinul Iieinu diawn up xt hit h should 
put thi coiicf NNiuiiN they Wei e dispoNcd to grant to 
till ii ~ubjei ts under the saftguard and gnarxxntee of 
the Europnin PoweiN. Tliexo was little doubt that 
in all these refix''a 1 s Tuikuy was only exex’cisiixg her 
rights as an independent state. She was justified 
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in refusing*’ au aniiisticu l(» n-lR'lliniH \ a^'-als \\ hum I'liu 

o 

was not bound to ^u■kuu^vlL■^^ 4 V as boHi^^i'n iits. Ritd in 
refusing an aniiistiou wiiidi wuuld [>ava]\sf iiur mlH 
tary operations and cause her a Ins.-^ ui preciu\i> i nia-. 
She rvas justified in ad-ting to ix- !e1 alone to ■'etlle 
herlioinc affairs, and Lu cuinpuM* her diflereucex \\:tn 
her OAvn subjects as she thought best : llt<' univ ((no- 
tion lay in the right Turkey b.ui to i-oii-ider bor.-oli 
aud to bo dealt with as a really imiependetit siau, 
and this vras tin! poitit on uhicii ju-thaps iteitUi r Sir 
Henry Elli(;tnor her ’Maje-t\ ( im eriiiie iit iti Lou- 
don, as fitr as (me could judge, sceiued to Jia\e made 
up their niiiids. 

The uiiiatsiuess arising fr-ui. i’k- iatue up-iioi ot' 
these diploni.itie Transuctioiis u.i- b"g-iuiiiig m |': r 
take of the i,atur(‘ of u panie. I lostilitii - had brolo 
out afresh, and in s}>ite of dailt builetits- ouoitii-g 
the “ coiujilefe tictorie-" of the Ottoman arndt 
the war made no prog ft -s, tin ^i^ece^-fi^i 'rnrh- in ter 
advanced, ‘‘the invariably routtn! and mti r!y de- 
moralised’' Servians again and again retnrut d to tiie 
charge. Tlte Turks felt tluil they iiaxe A!e;..i- 
nate, for all the \illagvs around and in ibe re.-ir nf j| 
as far as Nish Were in rtiins ; ami out ortli.' town 
there was tio shelter against llin inclctiuney ■»!* the 
forthcoming season. The Turks would accept no 
armistice ; the Servians \tou!d licur oi‘ tio stispeimion 
of hostilities; and the Porte woukl consent to nt* U-mis 
about peace other than those which suited ii.sown ctm- 
venieiice. Diplomacy had exliuusted til! iis powers 
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of poiNuasioii. li is xmcortain ■\\iietlior it would 
iiltiiiiatfly n-son lo cuerciuii, and tlio quoatioii was, 

\\<Mtld the Turks submit to compulsion, or wmuld 
iIkw stand at ]>ay and tear to pieces wliat they looked 
upon as thoir enemies at hand, regardless of the 
veiigvahcL tliat might be wreaked upon them by the 
oiu-mios at a distance Mussulman fatalism, it 
M’Ms ^aid, never itostous a thought on the moiTOW. 
It yields to ])ivsent impulse ill utter defiance of 
I’etiiuje i‘onsL'(|Uences : it will slake its thirst for 
blood ill the lace of any certainty that its own blood 
nill (.:iy tlie forfeit. 

Thoi'e was, nu.-ainvbilo, a very angry feeling among 
ilie English residents of Constantinople, most of 
\\lioiu .'■eianed coiivijicecl that “whatever is lost to 
tho Turks must be a gain to the Eussiaiis,” and 
liioir wrath was iuvned hardly as much against 
Ilu'"-ia Iicrsvif, "wiio,'’ they said, "was after all only 
playing hci- fiwn game,” as aguinst the English Go- 
vernmeni, whoso duty it ought to have b,een to 
thwart it. Why did not England, they said, "from 
the beginning protest against tlie intrusion of those 
tJiousamls of Ibissian officers who alone have enabled 
th-' ^Servians to hold out against the Turks through 
the autumn, and why did she allow Austria, in sub- 
ser^■ie^cy to lliissia, to close the port of Kick T The 
answer is implied in the cpiestion itseffi. Why are 
llussia and Austria proceeding hand in hand in a 
matter where their interests are clearly antagonistic \ 
What Power in Europe can stand against the three 
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Emperurs if they have U in tin ir niirul tliaf 

they alone are to deal with the Easteni <j.ia‘st!en 
'VYhethor the liusrfian.s and ^\nstriai!s! eoinhitn’d <!r 
the Riissiaits ukaiu occupied the province.- \va'i to 
England a raatier of secondary hipuatiun'e. Her 
own part of the task was luniled keejiiuo the 
Ptussians from Constantinople, and mi>st Engh-’i in 
that city liopud that their cuuutry would a!\\iiy> 
luivo sufficient forces to fuliil that nus-ion, W hat 
those English asked was • fs Kngiaiurs stipport to 
Turkey within ilie limits of her power to l>c ah-oh'.io 
and unconditional, or will she in<!>t. in return i‘or 
her services past or future, on exaclliig full Jiisiiie 
from the Turks in l)eh;df of their non-i\] u-.-tihuaii 
subjects’” In the latter e;'<e. snpposi:i'_;' '-he (hii'id 
the Turks oI).-tinate and Ihou oji tliai ,-elf-de,~tnii‘rt> i 
from which, aeciorduig to Lord j)i rliy, no umis eonid 
save them, would England join the oilier Ik.w ei - in 
resorting to Ibrce — woulii .-he .ceud li'.r !Ii ei nmlte 
Bosphorus, and rule the Turks ti!! tiny liave itni'ul 
to govern their snlj nets as well as tliem-i he,, t Th'.., 
Avas what seemed to men in Coiistaniiiiojtle not ouIa 
the most plansihlig hut also the iiievitaid' .-ohitioii 
of the great (ptestion. Let England, for the Turks 
sake and for her oAvn, occupy the Straits am! < iou- 
.stantinople, and so fortify thorn hy .^^ea and land u- 
to he ready to hold them against all comer.s, '■Jlion 
let her, hy the aid of a few scores of thtise Angdo- 
Indians who best know howto deal Avith Moiiiwunm- 
daus, reform the administi’ation of the einpirtg that 
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3\‘!lI rulere, a true g-overning' class, may one clay 
^Ijriiig’ up fi'oin both Mussulman and Christian ele- 
luciits. Ulemas and other placemen might be ex- 
pected strongly to object to this arrangement ; but 
the muss of the people, no matter of what race or 
creed, were aware that the country could exist on 
Ud other terms, and in the mere prospect of such a 
cuusummation they seemed to breathe again. 

Dll the Gth of Oc-tober Sir Henry Elliot prosentiid 
hi,' credentials to the new Sultan Abd-xd-IIamitl, and 
had a private interview with his Majesty two days 
later. He had to represent to his Majesty that Eiig- 
iaucl had been greatly moved by the recital of the 
excesses of which some Bulgarian districts had been 
tbe theatre, and to insist on the prompt and e.xom- 
plary pimi'hment of the ottenders, whose very 
names had been sujiplied by Lord Derby’s Note. 
The Sultan, projierly “coached” by his Ministers, 
was read}’ with the answei’ that the wishes of the 
English peujile had been anticipated, and that the 
commission appointed to in(j[uire iuco the atrocities 
in Bulgaria and to ileal with the guilty according to 
their deserts, had already been for more than a week 
iu'talled in the very centre of the ravaged districts. 
How that commission and till the othui’ preceding 
and following ones discharged their office, and what 
punishments fell on the Shefket Pashas, Ahmed 
Aghas and the rest, we have seen in a former 
chapter, and I need only add iiore that ■while Shefket 
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pniitif'al difficulties and the most frightful financial 
ilistress to contend with.* 

Hneli wiih the answer Sir Henry Elliot voiiclisatecl to the 
cl splints iroiii tlio Sporades whom I referred to limi wken they 
in me complaining of Ottoman ilhfaitli and injustice. The 
1 nrkivh in’ Hoiitlierii Bporados are twelve barren isles of the Arclii- 
of wliieli ivalymnos is the principal, and the population of 
wfiiclt, a])riut liOjOOO souls, lives almost exclusively hy the fishery 
and eoiiimnvc of sponges. These islands, like all the others in the 
J'igeni S(‘a, ww eomiuered hy Bolymaiithc Magnificent, who, with 
ancient (Biaaiili liheraiiiy, satisfied with a tribute, allowed them to 
gnvf 111 tiiciiisclvcs at their own pleasure. At the time of the 
llejiciiic iiKirrection of 1821 these islands were involved m the 
lidtiviial liiovumeiit, and from 1828 to 1832 they wmre annexed to 
ihf* m‘W kiicxdmu of Greece, and constituted the so-called Prefecture 
of B'mthem Bporadcs. Thtij wmre, however, in obedience to 
lire Hal of the klediatmg iAwmrs, severed Aom Greece in 1832 
and U‘pla*aHl iimlcr objection to the Porte. The petition of the 
h'^Lind'iN tu ho inem’porated with the semi-independent Principollty 
nf Saiiuis w\is ahv) disregarded, as Bamos, with such an addition, 
would Imc coiistifuted a danger to the empire."' The Sporadnuis, 
li tatvt'r, were aliowxal their former privileges of self-government, 
-uj] h-t r»^licr [axes than their original fixed tribute ■were demanded 
of tlo'in, tie ir rights heing properly aeknowiedged ami coiifirmed 
hy a Fumini Gbarter of Bullan IMahmoiid 11. in Uf these 

lihertle^, the i.4amler> had the full enjoyment for tliirty-four yean*:,, 
fu 1837, lu^uuweu possibly m conset|iienc6 of some sympathy 
evinctHl hy tlio isles on hclmlf of Crete, some attempt to interfere 
with llit'ir ireedoiii wais made, but soon defeated, tlianks to the inedia- 
!i< ai of Lord Derby, then Lord Stanley, acting in the name of Greas 
Britain. The attempt was howmver renewmi tivu years later, and 
this iiuio with so iimcli success that the isles had to consent to give 
up their autonomy, and receive as their rulers the Caimakans, 
ilii.diirs, and other functionaries sent to them by the Government 
of the Poiie. They were even then promised that ilieir local 
pTivileges and usages would he respected, ancLihat there should he 
130 increase of their usual tribute. But in 1873, a Yizierial letter 
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1)0 till the end of March — MX inonthis — oi, moie 
precisely, live niontli'^ and a half from the date. 
The Ottoman Government could certainly plead very 
•4ood reasons fur their modification of the oiiginal 
propos.d. .V six moiiths’ well-a«-sured suspension of 
hostilities would aftlird them the opportunity of 
withdrawing their ti’oops from the unsholtered and 
unla dthy portions they occupied on Servian terii- 
toiy, and ui‘ bringing hack the bulk of their army 
mtu good winter (prarters at Nish aird other places 
oi! the it ( 0 \u side of the frontier, leaving only hinall 
det tihments in the positioirs then ocerrpiod to mark 
their line uf advance. It rcmairrcd to be seen 
wlnthcr <iu arrangeirreiit which so well suited the 
Talks would he ccprally acccptahlo to their adver- 
■'Jic'-, and the resolutioir uf the Ottomarr Council 
had at all c rents this intonvcriience, that it irecussi- 
t itid i nt w lofcrcirce lo the Powerb, new’’ consulta- 
1 lulls and dis( usi-ions, and the loss of more time. 
There stt nn d to ]>e little probability that the Sei- 
rians could he hr ought to coirserrt to the terms of a 
comjiaa which were altogether to their disaclvairtage. 
Tin y he.d themselves asked for a moirth’s armistice, 
whieh, ii giaiiti d, woirlcl hate «!aved them fronr tire 
danger uf immediate defeat and im asion, and enaldod 
them, a- winter set in, uet'cssarily interrupting mili- 
tary ojjerations, to repair their losses, and hj the aid 
of tlreir Pub'^iair and other auxiliaries to drill and 
discipline tin ir raw' recruits arid to fll irp their ranks 
.so as to h< ready to meet the enemy on nrore ecpial 
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terms, if •svitli the ix'tiuu oi’ hpi 111*4 ilu aruui wt-rt* 
ii4<xin to t<ike the lield. But si\ uiinilh-' ib-'uhut 
maction, the totalctvsutioii oi that lu^am! wai !aie 
ill A\iiich, if not the Str\iaii> tin iii^-ihi^, the ^Foiiie- 
iiegiim and the Hti/a4<niuiau in-'inuuiis had 'o 
decided an advant ig* <t\(i tlu it4uiu (Htiiuian 
tioops, was a (‘oiuliium J iat i! ti> tin 

of the Sla\ic jtarU, and allhnueli the Puum of 
Sen ia, his (hiM 1 t!ii!< ut, and j» oph nuuhl h* 
cieiitiy di&Luehanli d at t1u O'uit' nf tin w u to he 
willing to wcic dim pi at 1 on any It i iii-, il nior** 
than yiR'-tioiiahh wlnlhti tlnv would In alih to 
withstand that nitimiai iMjiui'i wliiih 'i i n,i d to 
force the whole iniuht of XintiUi ami Ihi'")! lioiij' 
with it. 

Sit Prciity Elhoi hoV(\i] ilwi\' loohuig n 
luatct 1 ' troiu a d’mki-h ]»oint oi \„w. usd .inxiou- 
to canv tile 111 eofiition to n 'in luion mid 
heioie tlu atiisaf ol (oimuI lynaiii I! who w i' 
diiily e\]ici tt il. I ondudi d il it t' 1 o 1 1 tdd iu\i) ho 
too nnuh of a eood thing, iiid jiiojo-id ai tiie 
diplomatic count ii lie at n j>t uu i f»f tie 'i\ tnonthd 
aimisticc. lie won tner to Iii-'SnW" tin Austiian 
Amhasfeadoi and -onu oi' hi" tolh turn hut tin- 
objectioii-s raised li_\ the Bu-'ian AnU'nc A'tijininUi 
bupportud by the Italian i^liui'ter, h tl to tui atljuuru- 
iiient of the deliberaliuus, uiid the whole affair was 
evidently in a muddle. 

It w'as ab.solutcly necessary tlisit the iJtw ex 
maclund should bring the solution of the diplomatic 
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speatcd disappointments we heard 
iR&ian Ambassador had landed at 
. returir from Livadia and Odessa, 
n tho morning of the 19 th of 
ae in the Empress’s own steam 
nd had Madame Ignatieff and his 
n, but not the rest of his numerous 
tliese circumstances because each 
it junctm-e a peculiar significance, 
t (we had got into the habit of 
iireral, as men in England formerty 
ko, or as they now mention the 
should travel in an imperial vessel 
lence of the distinguished honour 
to confer on a deseiving State 
ic importance he attached to his 
fact that General Ignatieff had left 
nd other incumbrances behind, his 
;d wifo alone accompanying him, 
ij tliat the errand on which the 
might bo either not free from 
ong duration. Whether the oft- 
jf the Eussian Ambassador boded 
rtainly had this advantage, that it 
if the deadlock into which timid 
otiations had got our diplomacy. 

’ knew his own mind, and that of 
,er, with whom he had so lately a 
intercourse ; he exercised a power- 
er Viziers and Paslias, whom, as I 
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often said, he always addrc>'iod iu the lout* ot a mar 
coiiscioiw that ho hud ei^i^’ht y millions oi men t(t h,n t 
him, yet whom ho nhmo of all Europoaus (ontri\<j 
to eharm and amus(', makini;' them laiin'h ai tin ii 
own expense. 

Some days were unavoidahly lo'^t iu iht' formaiiiie' 
neetS'^aiT to pjvpavi llw Suh m ii-r tli* .Vmhas-ador'- 
visit, wliieh took piece on tin- ‘1 !th. Cicui ral luua 
tieif left his connliy i\'i<leiici -at Ihiyukdt rc oi 
Tuesday afternoon, and was i'iiu\e\fd to l)(»haa 
hacheh Palai e on hoard the Lmuhn, the 'U[(i rl 
btcam-yaeht vhich had carried the Ducln s^uf Edin 
hur^h to JBcsika Hay and Malta, and which am hoo i 
in the Bospliorus fora f w iIjA', on h< r niurn ti 
her Crimean iinrl tom. Tin' ]iics. ntat ion of tin Am 
hassadoi'.s credt utials was niadi in tlm pn -t nci o 
the iMinisieis in tin imual lotm. .\!h r ihe et leiiionj 
the Ctener.d was ,isht d h\ the Crand whctln 

he wished for :i prh ate intirthw with his hupi ria 
Majesty. The Amhttwulor. Ot ^teiyhody's surprisi 
an.swerud that lu* laid nothino particidar t(‘ say it 
the Padishah. All this was -oon ovir. (Iciicral lo 
iiaticff took leave, went cai Ixtard thti imperitil ytichi 
and steamed up the Bospliorus, tin; httiid of tin 
vessel striking' up the strains of ;) tnum]ihii! march 
to the astonishment and enterttiinmcnt of the pas 
sengers on board the tliree o’ehjck bo.at to Thurujdti 
in which we ])u.sRed and repaKsed the Ku.ssiun vessel 
steaming alongside of her the best part tjf the way 
The Sultan, however, woukl n<jt he baulked of Id; 
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interview. the mountain would not come to 

iMohammod, l\rohaiuuied had to go to the mountain,” 
Hud following the Prophet’s example, ilie Padishah, 
>ei'ing that the llu'^sian seemed not to care for a 
juivikg’e valued hy other Ambassadors as the 
greate''t distinction, had an intimation conveyed to 
him that the Sultan had particular reasons to wish to 
NOe the Elchi. Tito tefe-a-tfte (with inteipweters) 
took jdaee thus on the 28th, and on the ensuing day 
t-leueral Tgnatieff visited the Grand Vizier at Bebek. 
This extreme and almost unprecedented condescen- 
si(m of tile Porte huvards a foreign Envoy proves 
h(tw eorri‘(tIv noneral Ignatiotf had estimated the 
eharaeter nf the men he had to deal with, and how 
likely it was that by his cavalier treatment he might 
bring them to what the English Ambassador failed 
to obtain hy his blandishments and by his forbear- 
an<*e. I saw at the time the two spocchos exchanged 
between the two high personages at the Russian 
Anihas'-ador’s jiresentation. The one delivered by 
Ignatietf, in the Czar’s name, was a very severe 
lecture, as If from a suiterior to a dependent, advising 
him to put his house in order, and expecting his 
suggt'stions to be attended to. The answer was an 
apology for past shortcomings, an appeal to indul- 
gence on the ground of grave besetting ditBculties, 
and an engagement on the part of a new and well- 
moaning ruler to mend Ms predecessor’s ways. Any- 
thing more peremptoiy on the one side, and more 
self-debasing, yet evasive, on the other, I never re- 
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member liaviiig’ read With to the uni’su' 

sationat the private interview, and to tiie di^eu'"-i<>i)- 
with the Ministers, before and after that, it seem^that 
General Ignatietij putting oif ail otiierMiltject-^, "irux i 
to come to bomc arrangement about the armi-Htirt. 
He played his cards with his usual skill. I li^- mi^-ioit 
had been contrh ed bo that it uni^t eijually aU'Wi r 
his purpose whether it \\a^ attended with fiili "UceevH 
or with apparent failure. In hi- fie(|iu at iuler\iew- 
w’ith the Ministers, he in-isted on the prupu-als 
made to the Porte by fsiv Htm \ Elliot in tie iiaiiu 
of the six Powers, and subset jutiitb abuuduiu d b\ 
the English Ambassador, point by jtuiut. To bt jni, 
General Ignatieff went b:uk to thi }aopti-al of liu 
six wmeks’ armistice, explainine. .is w.i- iiatiual. t!i it 
the truce would be prolonm.1.!, shuukl tin pioen n! 
the peace negotiations nmkr it di sirable. Tl.i 
Tiu'ks met the ^kmbas-adoi’s dt, mauds uitli oin o! 
their habitual evasive answers. Tiny .icn ptnl tb> 
six weeks’ aimistice, hut .stipulatui that liostilitu- 
slioiild under no pretence bre.ik out for two niont! - 
after that period, and then again foi two otb* i 
months — in other w’ords, tiny stood on tlnir ovwi 
proposal of a six months’ armistice. TJie Jhts-uiri 
Ambassador wa.s equally firm on his own term-, and 
concluded by saying that if they were tiot accept' d 
unreservedly and imconditionully, Piissia’s medi.itioii 
would proceed no further, and lie w oiild have notlutig 
more to say. The object of the Turks in wisiiing to 
ensuie a six months’ respite was to withdraw from a 
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livid ill whii'li time wuiikl be tlieir boht ally against 
the euejuy. 

Tilt' truth ih that it with im])ossiblo to liit upon a 
sclu'uieuf tnieu or anuktieo ’svliic-li u’oulil suit one 
of the eouttuidiug parties without being inconvenient 
to the other party. What the Servian.^ required was 
either n ,4ioii anui^tiee, followed by an advantageous 
ptaei , or a eontinuation of the campaign withGene- 
rai'i December, January, and Febraary to fight for 
them. The Turk", on tliu eontrary, wished for a 
whole season’" urniDtice, not so much for the purpo.se 
of diplomatic ueg<itiatious as for warlike preparation; 
not fur .5 jaiice, but for au adjournment of the struggle 
l < t a UK >re fin tjiitious time of the year. The Servians 
would ha\t L\eivthing their own tvay, unless the 
Tiuk" inanautd to march to Belgrade before Christ- 
uia", or Mnelaml and other Powers compelled Servia 
to a‘'ci]»t Tinker’s lerins in defiance of Russia. 

We W( re theiefore brought to this, that the pacific 
ne..'oii itioim iuvolveti the iRk of a general Eui'opeau 
War. This was what diplomacy in Constantinople 
had brought us to, under Sir Henry Elliot’s direc- 
tion, “ tor rlie"e last three months dangling,” as the 
Jln'ahJ foieibly put it, “ a languid hand into 
the I'lastern pudtile, dabbling in it, and stirring up 
the mud, but arriving at no other result.” 

As matters then stood, the position of Russia ap- 
peared unassailable. Either the Turko-Servian War 
must go on under the present conditions, or Turkey 
must accept the six weeks’ armistice, unfavourable to 
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her. Even if she yielded far, the would not lit* 
at the end of her trouble, for llus^ia sbxui on tin 
terms of peace originally propoht'd by the Engli'-b 
Ambassador — i.e. autonomy for the three protinct^, 
which, said Genet al Ignutioff, hovcver tbo tvoid 
may be defined, must at any rate iin])]}’- a di>arma- 
ment of the Moslem population, the puni.sbun'iif of 
the slaug'htercrs in Bulgaria, ;md indemnity 1‘or lie* 
losses of the sufferers to be exacted from fheutiihor' 
of the outrages. Secuiity, retiibuliott, restitution 
seemed most jufet and reasonable. It i^ uhat Lex I 
Derby had instructed his ounAuibas-adur to d( m md, 
yet what the Government of the l^nte liad Iim u 
hitherto unwilling to concede. Theie \\,is n.i-oii 
to apprehend that England, or. at It a-'t, ]»< r diplo- 
matic agent here, had too long abi'ttod the I'niK- in 
their evil comses, too long palliated tin ir ftult'. 
humoured and endeavoured to coin tit b} nn rt 1\ 
coaxing them, encouraging tlum into tin lieliethh it, 
u hatever they luiglit do, England would alu.i} !« 
with and for them, and stand by tbein against built ine 
Paissia ; whereas England’s best policy, if slu w idn d 
to save the Turks from the woist conseipitnus ol 
their infatuation and obstinacy, would hsivu bttu to 
bully Turkey in her turn and for her own account. 

Such a policy, I am convinced, will no less bt* a 
necessity for the future than it hovS been for the pa.sl, 
for even if England were some day to undertake to 
hold Constantinople and the Straits against lltissia, 
for her own sake as well as on behalf of Ttirkuy, she 
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Ik ithur could nur certainly would do so without en- 
forei^^ on tlio Turk^ demands or reforms on 

ttliicli Ilu^sia iiishts — demands to ^Yhich the Turks 
^\i!I he ■'Ure to turn a deaf oar until they are driven 
to it hy the preSbure ol' absolute force. The Turks 
luUbt tither he kt alone, or destroyed, or coerced. 
JJut all iitgotialion must inevitably founder in all 
ca-’C'a'' in this, where the would-be arbitrators and 
jM.ucuiakers atteiu|tt to interfere m a quaiTel in 
which they really are parties; for instead of settling 
the disjiute, they ptit themselves in the necessity of 
stijijiing on to the ground and fighting as seconds 
in the duel 

( hiieial Ignutieir had come to Constantinople >vith 
full dt-tirminaiiou to cut the Gordian Knot, and as 
it siiecriugly remarked carried in real earnest in 
hi" pucki t the ulliitiatiim which at any rate wrested 
ilk '.word liom thoTurk’s hand;audsaved theSeianans 
f’lum iiibtaut destruction. On the 29th of October, 
di'Uiwci! with the endless subterfuges and chicanes 
with which the Ottoman Government attempted to 
ho< tdw ink him, ris it had for throe months bamboozled 
Sir Henry Elliot, alunned also by the news the tele- 
graph brought him of the fall of Alexinatz and of 
the Burvian deleat at Hjimis, and obeying fresh in- 
structio!!.s from Prince Gortschakof, the General re- 
presented to the Porte that “ the Emperor Alexander 
was dcejjly concerned to seethe dreadful and wanton 
effusion of blood still going on at the seat of war, 
although the principle of an armistice and the basis 
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forapoaeo had already been agreed n}M)n ; a htiniaie' 
sentiment with which the >Sultiin him<el! had s'X- 
pressed his concurrona) in his late inieiniew wilh the 
Ambassador. The Am])assadnr theivfure insi'.tvd 
on his proposal of the two months’ arnu-^tici', askiicy 
for a speedy settlement of tlie. matter. Tin; MiiAter 
for Foreign Affairs Safvet Pasha answered, .necepi 
ing the two months’ armi.stiee, but reproducing tlio^e 
conditions about its prulongatiou to v\h!ch 
objected, adding besides tbal the truce only coii 
ceriiod the Servians and iM’onteiiegnns. bin would 
not extend to the insurgent bauds in Po-nia and 
Herzegovina, wbieb would be summoned ity th-' 
Porte to lay d<»wn tlieir anus or withdraw iVom ilm 
Ottoman territory wiiiiin .a week, and. in cao' m!' 
non-compliauee, woiilil he hunted down bv tlm Ouo- 
mau troops. Upon reception of this answer, ( b ner.d 
Ignatieff intimated to llte ( Mivermnesjt of the I’erii' 
that they should immediately send an order tti tin Ir 
military comiuaiulers for a cessation ttf iio'tiliti> s all 
along the line. Ifhis demand was refused, he dioiild 
leave the conntry with the wliole ol' tile Ihi'sirtji 
Embassy. He gave tJiem twice twenty -fotir hours’ 
time for their defeiite answer. 

For the -whole of Wedne.sclav and Thur.sdav. the- 
30th and 3ist, the people at Coiistnniinople were kept 
in a state of Ibverish smsponse. Woiikl the Ikhte re- 
fuse the idtimatmii d Would General Ignatieff fulfil 
his threat ; and, if he did so, what ne.xt ? ft wa.s 
observed, and not without uneasiness, that large siiid 
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boKC?;. .said lo contain the archives and plate 
oi the Russi:tn Etuhassy, were as early as Tuesday — 
previous to the pivsentation of the nlthnatitm — ■ 
hi'ino- ciuharkod on board the depateh boat Taman. 
I'hc unlinsiry mail steamer for Odos.sa, which left on 
'I'hnrsflay, was also described as laden with the pri- 
vatf clli'cts 111' the various members of the Embassy 
and oi‘ their families. In these preparations, sup- 
11(01110 ilu- boxt> really to contain what people said, 
if .'•ecnit'd jiauiral to perceive a .settled and pre- 
UK'dituted intention on the part of the Ambassador 
to break o!!‘ diplomatic relations; bnt on tbo other 
Inuid all tln-'C o]ien and somewhat ostentatious de- 
iiion^trrtiio!i'. of a Hrm jmrpose might be a mere ruse. 
(icH'-ra! lenaiicif may Itavc wished to impress upon 
ilir Turlo« that h»' wu" terribly in earnest, and he 
miebl carry tlie >tr;itagem to the very extremity of 
w-uinu' "II I'oard and weighing anchor, still trusting 
ili.it tile I'urk'- might grow lUint aud recall him and 
stihmit al the cifV.'nili hour. 

it i< ca-v to imaguic, the discu.ssiuns as to the 
jio"ibie iip'^liot wore endle.s> in our political circles 
throngdcMn tlm time allowed to the Porte to make 
Dp irt miml. On the whole, however, the prevailing 
opinion was that the Turks woukl have to give in. 
This cx|H*ctation proved to be correct. On Wednes- 
day (‘Veiling, XovembcT ist, it became knowm to a 
few persons that the uUmwtim had been accepted. 
Onlcr.s were sent out at 10 p.m. to the Turkish 
commanders to suspend hostilities immediately and 
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all along the line. At the .‘^auic time a ^Unni lainii'h 
was scut to Buyukcloiv with tlie hearer of’ a <iesjKii<*!i 
to General Ignatioti', in which SalVet i\llni^te^ 

for Foreign Allairs, declared that tlie (htveiiiiiK iiJ 
of the Porte were, alatve all things, atixienN ihr 
the continuance of friendly relutinns hetuieti tin 
two empires; that by [trapesing ti longer .-inni'tie, 
than the Powers sug'gvsted, they had (tidy iii!eiid«, ti 
to favour the Servians and 'ilouteuegrins, lint ticn 
at Russia’s desire they would agivt' to a, two nitjtiih'.* 
armistice pure :md simple, datitig trout that day, .■ttid 
that niuasiires had already been taken acconlitigly. 
General Iguatieff had thus shi-wn ttt his I'higli'h eoi- 
league inw’hat iauguage demands should In tiddo s-ed 
to the Turks. He h;ul got iVoui them in oie tlay. 
iiftor his rulurn, what Sir Henry Mlliot, sjiealdiig in 
the name t>f all the six Puw t;rs, ineludlng ilussia, had 
been unable to obtiiiu in three niontli,'. 

General Ignatieh was bent ttn striking tin- iron 
Avhilo it was hot. He intended not to niipaek. and 
so give, the Turks to underst.aud Unit Li.-' journey w,c 
only conditionally deterred. He insist''d on ;d' 
terms of [teace urigiutdly pro])osed by England \ i/. 
the datfis quo ante Iclhiiu witJt ropeet to Ser\ ia and 
MontenegTo, and autonomyfor Hosuiu, 1 im'/egHviiia, 
and Bulgaria. Tho settlement of these points was 
hoxvever refoiTcd to a conference. 

A ludicrous incident, characteristic of the coiuitry, 
happened to the steam launch wliich conveyed 
the despatch. It left the Golden Horn at ten 
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o’clock, fell skorfc of coals wken about half-way, and 
had to toil on as it best could to its journey’s end, 
which it only reached between one and two 
after midnight, the distance being about eighteen 
miles. 
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T!IL r<1\PLIAN»'r I H, . I I "lU liv' ' (.V TAX *"-"1111' 

t>i’ I jh' * AIX'*; N* I.. i hM M'’X 'UY ^ 11 1 1SP.S,- " PIX- 

xai;y MrnNxw,**TU5 :fu, < xx airt'nnx. 

u/ Mrrni \']. - III*'** <r u. i\ i xKkrv.- > roi^ 

nr liut f ' 'MX rxNnr," -I'fnuiir.* ♦'! i)i\ \rMir»H* 

—mi; iixxin, rjj.iifL 

Ox hi'^ n'ttiru fri'in Livadi;), wlan- 1u hail ht'cn 
udinittcil t(‘ tht> imu nun'i i''»iui''i'i nl'hi'' ina-ri'r, ili<’ 
Pin|H'riir Alaxamlia'. Omcra! I ^iiiatii ti’ atiiimincfil 
that tlu'ri' wiiultllM' a ( 'imtrrrurf, Ifi' ii"-i‘rti'ti that 
jv cordial undor^iaiidinti' had .'juain'^' ti|> ht-twiaai the 
Jlu'^Hiaii C,\'ihitU‘J aiid that nl' Hi. daiiiO'H; tlial this 
latter acknowh'ilj^i'd hnviic^' hiaai h-il into error l»y 
the partial iulurmatioti it had rotadsed iVcm its 
diploinaiic ruproHintalii'i* at (’onstautiiiupK , ntxl 
that, aitlumgh <twino- to souu; roojird for tlinsc 
family connoctiems *'\vhich,” tho f itfiKTal .N'lid, “suh- 
init England to tliu rulo of a caste,” 8ir Henry 
Elliot would not he rcttallwl, her Majesty’s (lo- 
Tornment would scnil to repreneni thcjii at Com 
Btantinople mi mllatm to their Ambassador^ who 
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should be better acquainted with their mind and 
represent their ti’ue policy. 

Only a part of this statement was confirmed. 
General Ignatieif had landed at Buyukdere on the 
19th of October. On the 7th of IsTovember it was 
rumoured that there would be a Conference ; apd 
it was added that it would assemble at Constanti- 
nople upon the initiative of England, and that each 
of the Ambassadors accredited to the Sublime Porte 
would be assisted or directed by a Cabinet Minister, 
or by some other statestnan or diplomatist of high 
rank in the confidence of his respective Government, 
Three days later it seemed quite settled that the 
Marquis of Salisbury, Secretary for India, would 
represent England at the Conference, with the 
assistance of Sir Hemy Elliot. But it was under- 
stood that it was optional with the other Powers to 
send or not send a special Delegate or Ambassador 
Extraordinary, and that Russia for one would leave all 
the management of her afiairs to General Ignatieff. 
The same, it was believed, wmiild be the case for 
what concerned Italy, the Italian Government having 
full confidence in its Minister, Count Corti. Ulti- 
mately, beside England, only Prance and Austria 
deemed it expedient to have two rejmesentatives at 
the Conference. Por Lord Salisbury, his family 
and suite, accommodation was procured at the H6tel 
Royal, formerly the British Embassy, and more 
lately the residence of Abraham Pasha, the Khedive’s 
agent, and a particular fiiend of the late Sultan 

41—2 
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Vinl-iil- \/i/ a hinisi Hnnatid in t-m ut tin liin-'t 
in Pua. ail ni liii •'lUi, atui a siiy 

i\un'i\i \ Pn ( Hiiili u lit'sn, ''' Hli ^lauilHuil 

ainl ilit !>t vi h!* .M.ii uiHi.i Itiuaiil Ahliouuli 

ijn Loll 1 W.i- I>|nl!til I liiohlh Inl'uh it haii LviU 

ioimd ani iui till I ntulainnn III Hn)}i<.tnr 

atiti innijni. ut* Bi.i/al, t) diti iiut more ili.m mitt 
tlu. I \l>4t 'U it > nl llil KiihIi'Ii }ialt\ uliti it, 

iHi{s\!t!i'-!.tiKh!io tilt !t adiiit.^'- uith t,\iii(’h tin- tt'ii.-uit > 
tifiiT ajiarlmt nt'- ^at•at^(l tiu {irutti'f' ttt makt* rnuin 
Idj hi i Maju^tP^ , Failitiy tlii-, iaad 

S.th-liuiy untli! Iwm- tnuiid no < ouiinrtaLlt ijuastci", 
iinU-'N ht hatl III ■(.■Lj tied iio^[iitaht\ at tin }‘aid*a-'''y 
it'ii'ir. Tliu iXlcyaies ni' tin otlur Powi had to 
'■hifl till iht.iii-'i Im*' ii" lliL} btsi oouki, I’ni the iJUt- 
kt 1*2)1! s Ilf the Ottuni.m lajiUiil no tuoit. roit''an 
tlie foiiiiiioeney lluit Peia slmuld hecoiiu the stt in 
of a Diplttmatic (joiifeu ueo than they looked fon^anl 
to the cluiiiee of the College of Cardinals assenthiing 
there Ibr the Conclave. At last, on the .Ith oi‘ D< 
ct ml )er, after a journey through Euroiie liearing no 
slight reseniblauto to a |)rogrc.sfe, Loixl Salisbury 
ariived at Constantmo 2 dc. He was ruceised villi,' 
ail due honours at the landing-iilace at To|thanehA 
and before noon he was at home in his <2uarter.s a 4 
the Hotel Hoyal. Three days later aU the member^ 
of the Confei'etice had come tog’ether. They wef-e 
Safvet Pasha, Minister for Foreign Affairs, an|d 
Edhem Pasha, Ambassador at Berlin, as I’epresentt' 
tives of the Sublime Porto ; the Martiuis of Sali 4 t{‘ 
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bury as special Delegate, and Sir Henry Elliot as 
resident Ambassador, acting in the name of her 
Majesty’s Go\einment; the Comte de Bourgoing, 
Ambassador at Constantinople, and the Comte de 
Chaudordy, Ambassador at Madrid, both plenipo- 
tentiaries for the French Republic ; Count Zichy, 
resident Aml^assador at Constantinople, and Baron 
Calice, diplomatic agent at Bucharest, accredited by 
the Goverimienfc of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
Russia, Germany, and Italy were simply represented 
1)y the respecti%m heads of their diplomatic establish- 
ments ; Russia by her Ambassador, General Ignatieff ; 
Germany by Baron Worther,her Ambassador; Italy 
by her Minister, Coixnt Corti. The Conference thus, 
met in full council, consisted of eleven members. 
For their place of meeting the Government of the 
Porte had prepared the Admiralty Palace, near 
Teishaneh, the Naval Aisenal at Hasskeui, on the 
Golden Horn, at the foot of Pera Hill, beyond the 
vile suburb of Ivassiin Pasha. 

The object of the Conference was to bring to some 
satisfactory end the negotiations which had been 
carried on during the whole period following upon 
the outbreak of the Herzego-xhuan insiui-ection, at 
Mostar, at Vienna, at Berlin, and other places, and 
the results of which had been such failures as the 
Andrassy Note, the Berlin Memorandum, and other 
documents, aU of which were now more waste paper, 
but all of which had thrown some light on the sub- 
ject, were it only to show forth all its importance, 
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nntijihf niuii intl ili'tiutii" 1! ( t<.^, iinmrit 

u{ t'hi PitH. Ul- li l! "ll'-l -tl-Hl, t i*j< I t.i.ll' to dj< 
{’illft! !U» Hill I'liiilllh !i' H-' .it ( uH- 

^tant'n’ipli with ni withstit tin luii !\» nifiHi ul it^ 
ii\ui ii [ill Hi it \ 1 1 Th i »j iiiil \ 1/ i* ! \ i 1 it ill HU 

till lull «t Nh\ lull' 1 t) !< jiiitti r ' ' liHuI } h ihy 
hii ijjt! h ijiinJii lit it th )i 'I till <>1 rviitiuihii.iiy 
Kn\ii\i in th' 'iniiu'-hi ijnt il iiii^ht i !■ iti uui .isi- 

1H'.> lUtl '\ni U'l t I (h-tUlhU!, I 1 tmnuu; iht 

|ii)|tu!tii Lnii l>i)!i\ htn\i\«i iii-i'i d. imniuii.' 
wa-i 'iiinthHi^ nt tin diiluitiHii h! fin Ihiniaii 
IhitjH lui at Miwtuu wlinfi. iiutw ftli'l unhti^ lltf 
tniiii]>i t hli'-i ni la>iii 1)1 MiHi'tnlii'' aittithiuiij 
iliMih at tin ’\1 ni'ii'fi lUni'i, inf.itt iln hln lln 
'ruik" 111 liink Ujuiti tin 1 inji'iM il ilqiliitii itn iim iiiiH 
ii iln hi'! thuni. hHumI tii ilntii ul ff'tiiu thiiti- 
till iiiu'i ui_(iit (it th it tniiiitiilil ditii- 

luiuii Tlu* ii 'll 1 \( I iin! 11 ■'tin null' hi iiiml whiih 
tilt; Ch.iml Vixau ( iitnttihul Ittiii'i l! w< ii. 'tul tohu 
hy Sir Ihmy Kllint, Vilm iih'U\td tint, 
althtmtili iitr (JovLtimn nt w ii tht uuyinal 

pi opobtH uf cu tails reforms aud hhijti. s tn In hc- 
sfcywucl iiptai ihi- (listuth(>fl proi iix t all m i * i-iu to 
bfjist upon them had betui ht n nuat nniisUK. m- 
wovod b}!" the scheiiic of tonsiitntional ^tivi'niumut 
projected by Midhat Pasha, and mny iiihIlt tli.scus- 
sion by the Goaoral Council Sir Henry Kiliot 
urged besides that Turkey would come ail the easier 
out of the ordeal of the Conforeace the readier she 
showed herself to stand upon her rights, by proving 
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that &he might have in. any extiemity force on her 
feide. Acting upon the stren^h of these arguments, 
the Ottoman Government was now hastily with- 
drawing large forces from Albania and even from 
Herzegovina, to have them in hand and to be able 
to send them whcrevei need might advise. By re- 
laxing the blockade of the poit of Klek, the Austrian 
Government had unconsciously as one might sup- 
pose, favoured this mano>u\re, allowing the battalions 
of the most valiant and war-inured troops to embark 
on board the transport vessels destined only to con- 
vey soldiers disabled by wounds or disease. The 
Turks besides had ordered the levy of 150 battalions 
of Redifs, and were issuing a third million of paper 
money to defray expenses. The Porde nevertheless 
ended by signifying its acceptance, and the presi- 
dency of the Conference vas assigned to Edhem 
Pasha, its first representative. 

The representatives of the six European Powers 
however, apparently by previous understanding, had 
come to the very natural resolution that preliminary 
meetings should be lield among themselves at the 
Bussian Embassy, under the presidency of General 
Ignatieff, as doym of the Diplomatic Body, with a 
view to come to some distinct agreement as to the 
proposals to be laid before the Porte in the name of 
the six Powers before the two representative? of the 
Ottoman Government were invited to attend the 
Conference. In these preliminary sittings the Mar- 
quis of Salisbury had the advantage, which he wai> 



HIT / ISlfh V I SUO\ 

]HeNUiiied to luui oht.uin il 1*^ hi-'itiiiit 

Siv\fH and Ht,ni''!iun ui fi>ur of th« 
C'ouit^ u-]tn-'tutnl U tin (oullittho, of lHai'4 
acquauitul ith tin anil \\ idu > of fivt util 

of tho M\ ( oAs nnut ni-' uiiluihna of toiu-o Iik 
ov\u On tho oth» 1 li uui, Hi na il l^nuittf aftt i liis 
lono iiitt \i oiu^'f \\uli tin Kiupi !oi \h, \ uiil< r and 
Puiict. (ontMlukoli at !ji\ailia, w ih u !\ natui illy 
■'iqipo'-i d to in\ t di\<d<lM)ih into lln iiitnds of the 
autociatu and n u '■pousihie iidiV'-ot ili^ (ountn,aiu! 
to know to whai t \ti nt tlu ii hidd- n d<'«! 4 n'>eone- 
spoiidcd with tin opui du laiatioiis w liicii had— one 
did not well know whitlni iiioo idiind oi inoie 

ntled the woild 

The Ikim of iH odtiaiioii ioi tin ( kmli n in e wt n 
imd« iNtood io !m , tin <y /u itufi inlIxiH .l*' the 

toiuhiions of peat e with Smia iiul ’Mouttiit ero ; 
tht intta^d} of tin {hlomni laiqun . tin iiuumia- 
tioii oi all and each of tlu Powi i' of ant uhanta^t* 
that might aecruu to any of theiii {loui tlu of 

the Confcieiice, and timdiv “ antononn toj llosnia 
and Huzegovina and ufoiinc Jot Ihilgaiia. With 
lespect to these jirovinecs, llu'.Ma had fnnn the out- 
set presented to the Powers tliu main iioints w’hieh 
she thought should bo lecoinmonded tu the iSiiblnue 
Porte. They wore the folliAving: 1. Getieral dis- 
aHuament of Turks and Christians in Bosnia, Herze- 
govina, and Bulgaria ; 2. The election of all officers 
by the townships or parishes, none but natives being 
eligible ; 3. The formation of a militia and a police, 
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to consist of f'liiistians and !^Iiissulnians, in propor- 
tion to tliu nuiuoriodl stvon«th of each denomination ; 
4. The eoiu'euti.ition of the Turlai»h tiooi)s in certain 
towir:-, to h(‘ fixed in advance ; 5. The dishanding of 
the irieg'ular troops, and the ittinn of the Circassians 
to the imrelv Mussulman pi ovinccs; 6 The abolition 
ol'thu practin* of farming out taxes and the replace- 
ment of titln's by pecuniary imposts, to bo fixed with 
th<‘ conenmnee of the ratepayers; 7. The use by the 
courts and administrative authorities of the seveial 
tSlavoiiic languages spoken in the various provinces ; 
8. The convening of an a^-somblv of notables, to 
ad\ise the Conference upon the administrative re- 
foinis to bo intioduced. (It seemed intended that a 
specia! assembly should bo convened for each pro- 
unce, and that the Bulgaiian bishop should pieside 
o\ei tbi dttmgs of the Biilgaiian Notables) 
b C-'liristian governors to be appointed by the Porte, 
with the cou^'ent of the Pow'ets, foi the three pro- 
s incus, to ottii i.ite five or si\ ycais ; 10. The punish- 
ment of ail jiorsuns tonceined in the late hoirors 
and the indimmification of the iamilies ivho liad 
hufilieil : 1 1 . dlie institution of Consular Commissions 
to .supciinti'iid the carrying out of the above re- 
forms. 

Tills programme was maiorially departed from 
even before the Delegates met for their first pre- 
liminary sitting. The terms proposed to the Porte 
wcie further reduced, both as to their numbers and 
to their gravity at each ensuing meeting. The pre- 
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liminaty IuImhu''. of tlit* I'^uropt :iii ] stt >, \\hii1i 
began uii the 1 Ith of jDeet uiber, t''riaiu.iu il un 
the 20th. The {ir.>t iiieiiary iiuetiug of all tin iihin- 
bei’h, including the two Tuiki'-b I'leiiipoii iifi.ua >. 
was to be held on tlie following day; Itut it w i- 
put off till the 2drdi wlieti the sulefuti opening of lie- 
Conforenee took place ut Terdian* Ii at one.M-ioih 
It continued it" ■'itling'' tlirougSiout (liat inottlh nid 
(luring part uf the ensuing -lauti.iiy, 1''“", njt to 
the 20th, when at la''t it ImAe up, all it-> Mniop. ni 
iiienibei’.s taking their dejiarture uitli tin fnl! 
aekuowledgnu'nt that uotbing had In t n an. an 
piished. 

It would he of little inip<»rtaut-i> at tin pi' nt 
dayiu undeitake a d(‘t.iiled narraii\i oi'tla ['lei id 
ings of a Diplomatic Body whii It >o t nl- d i . 

its luibsiou. It will he nitax' to the puipo'-- it’ i 
attempt to ])oini lait the eause'' which led to th> n 
defeat; for eTcn after tin* (wetil I atn inehin d to 
think that nndor other condition'' and with .t dilli !• nt 
management, the great ohject, wliith w:c' to ptm-. nt 
a Eusso-Turkish war and the evmttual c.damitii ' 
not unlikely to tntsue from it, might luue httii 
attained. Everything depended on a pres ioti' ttnth i 
standing, and the question arobu as to the po-vsihillts 
of a real and thorough unity of mind .and ss ill on the 
part of Europe, and especially Enghind and 
Eussia. “ Only lot the Marquis of Salisljury anti 
General Ignatieff,” as was said before those two 
statesmen came together, " shako hands as true men, 
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only let them sit down to work without resierve, 
witliuut the a2)pi-ehonsioa of preconceptions or 
iD'fif're pf'/weVs' on either side, and all would be well, 
and the peace of Europe as well as the just and 
Inimanc treatment of all the subjects of the Porte 
would bo assured.” 

Nothing in the world would have been more in- 
tcre.sting than to be present at the first tete-ii-tSte 
between the Engdish special Delegate and the Rus- 
sian Ambassador. No two men in any age, perhaps, 
ever met to discuss matters in which the destinies of 
a larger part of mankind were more seriously in- 
volved. In the friendly intercourse of a social 
i‘veuing reception two of General Iguatieff’s diplo- 
matic colleagues .suggested to him the thought of 
the hireams of hloo<l that the slightest misunder- 
standing, a hasty expi'cssiou, any untoward form 
the (.iiseus.siou might take, especially at the outset 
of the t.'oiiference, would only too probably cause 
to be shed. The General instantly became grave 
and earnest, and said that, much as the confidence 
hi.s Sovereign and his countiy reposed in him might 
gratify any man’s ambition, the w'oight of the I'espon- 
sibility was almost more than he could bear. It 
was well that these two great men, in whom such 
extensive powons wore vested, should come together 
in such a frame of mind. There were persons in 
Constantinople tvhose patriotism was a mixture of 
English prejudice and Turkish fanaticism, whom the 
bare mention of Russia and IgnatiefiP threw into 
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a lit of hiNauit V , \\liu5\irt '■lUi i\ii5 um.l » iJn-. 
sian uttt-reJ wd'- a faKihuml, <>\<u -ni'l* j li i 
snare. In thi opinion t>t’ -mb a- tin - tin i 
of fchu C^onferuiee was pit tii tuunm <1 , tb n . 
tiatioiih, tluT tbon^bt. wonitl Ik bioki n up it t 
only witbout liaxiuj, an oiiipli-]!i ti .iiiuluu.., 1 lo 
with hostile feiliiiL,- a' 2 ‘ 2 ia\aUtl <ti! th -ali if 
En<->Lind bv the Hi<Ii''uanoii ainiiia \h in tii % i,i, 
attempt maiU to diipi lui . on tla put o' 1; t-- i 
by 1ri smst uf the (kkat ail In ) wih - .uni t ^ ■ mi 
tieaeliuioim (Lwius would unit with Ilut Jl I 
Coufeience w.i- to as-oiuhit uiidi i iln uithi ■ I 
such unecnuous prcpo-s, -iiai-, -ui- K i In i i 1 i *1 

not a special (kltnat* , w oidil hi\i Ik i n if ji : 
pel son to be. cmploNid In iat..,i.unl U i' | o ! -i 
I am not e.ilkd uj>oii to innh u do ih d* u > 
llussia 01 to 111, dm m^siir.i unnhii toi ib ,ii le 
and stiai^litlo) waidiRSN ul la i ehplomitj i m 
but it .setiiied at the thin diituuh to d to, il >! r' 
position taken u[> b^^ the Hmpnoi Mivuid'i Ui- 
speeili and by Piiiiei (lot t-i habofl ni hi'', |, u o 
was not only most ( leal ly and jiosinv, K ,1 imiii bm 
in every lespoct met, witUouj m tin h i-t , >,m i diiej, 
the view's often ]tui foiw, nd In kmaLmd in bei 
treatment of the Eastern <nnstioii. Enu,i,uid and 
llusbia had no cause - no (»steusib!e caiiMs at !, a 4 - 
for mutual enmity. They viere, on the ctmtr.uT, 
both equally interested in overeomino a common 
enemy, and that was Turkish evasion and obstin-ny 
The whole of Europe was storming at Turkey’s tloor, 
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ealHug lor bucli rotbniis iu lier aclmiaistration as 
luiglit reader tlie condition of Uei subjects endurable, 
and put an end to a state of things which made the 
Ottoman Enipiit a hcandal and a danger to civilised 
nations. The Tuiks admitted whatever was said on 
the seme <jf thtir shortcomings, they agreed as to 
the ncee''''ity of mending theii ways and inaugurat- 
ing a now era of order and justice ; but they 
in^isietl, oj* would have liked to izisisi, that this 
was merely <i matter of home policy; that tho Euro- 
pean Powers hud no right to interfere with it ; that 
hiieb interfeieiieo would be a violation of existing 
lre<itic“s, an offence against the sovereign right and 
the independence of the Porte, and, in shoit, an 
abuse of puwei which the Ottoman Government 
would he entitled and which it was determined to 
lesist a oiHrauLi. Whether this alleged resolution 
of the tSublime Poite would be as tirm as we were 
given to luuloi stand, supposing it had to be made 
good against tho nnauimous will of all the Powers, 
especially of England and Russia, was a point w’hich 
an actual expeiimcnt alone could decide. In my 
opinion, all the infatuation and stubbornness of 
Turkc'y lested on the conceit people had at Constan- 
tinople of tho impossibility of a cordial understand- 
ing between England and Russia. Nay, their 
confidence arose from the conviction that it was 
always easy for the Porte to pit the two Powers 
one against the other, and find in the one support 
and countenance to resist the other’s pressure. It 
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waa bv no means difficult for Lord Salt'^biii v and 
General Ignaticff, if, as it t<t be ht'jK’d, tlit\ 
wei’e pcnetruled ’with suffieieiit uiulual reuanl .ntd 
trust, on tbt'ir firal moetiiig ul once to imd<e, n« 
the Turks in this respect. 

The point at issue betsveeu fltu Poite and iauiUK 
was not so nmcli to deiiue whal iustitiuioii', juicbi 
best suit the conditions :uid waul'' of lie mnif \ and 
hybrid population of tlie O(tom.i!i Kinpiri , a" f" 
detennino yhat sureties or uu.iranftts -hoidd 1>« 
exacted from the Porte that tin auuouu' i M. nt "f 
those institutions nould not pnoi a^. < 

delusion as all jiieviou'- eiieaeuiiuit" of ibi I’ati 
to the same dfect liad invuiia])l\ tuimd oitt ! • bi 
The men in power at Giaist.iiiUnupli .dioyi d o.d' d 
tliat all }>romisLs ttf leibims must .-tb iiinlx <r‘t<itd 
into by the Porte were liiiluitti milv nndi t ^ bi 
broken : but tluy impuUd tin* lilanii <*1 tlii- bo i b 
of faitli to the corrupt eov el nim nt of tin Lo t.nnd 
Vizier, Mahmoud Iscditii Paslni, and to tl < 'oain fn! 
influence exercised oM.‘r lihu by Gem nil L'uuitil, 
But the truth is that the evi! wa^ of oid d,ii* . ai.d 
that of all the Firmans, frsuL.s, am! otlnr dmois 
ewer promulgated, either under tin* reiuu <d* th* wt ak 
Abd-ul-Medjid or in the early and hopeful ytais of 
Abd-ul-Aziz, not a tittle was ever carried info exe- 
cution, whether they conccnied slavery and the 
slave-trade, the fair assessment and InimaiM; colb-e. 
tion of tithe,s and taxes, the admission of the Chris* 
tians into the ranks of tiie amiy, or any other 
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measure tending to relieve the people’s sufferings. 
The proofs of this must have been laid before the 
public to little purpose for a whole twelvemonth, if 
the bare-faced ill-faith of the Porte to its subjects in 
every instance was not by this time manifest to En- 
glish readers. The Turks told us now that a cure for 
this evil would be found in Midhat’s Constitution, 
with its Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament, 
its universal suffrage, and other wonders, and they 
felt sure that the equal rights and liberties ushered 
in by this new charter would require no foreign 
guarantee, as they would be sufficiently safeguarded 
and vindicated by the people in their own interest 
and by then* own strength. But the total apathy 
and supineness, or else the sneers of incredulity with 
which peoi>le of all classes received the tidings, 
showed the spirit with which they looked forward to 
a promised boon of wliich they either little under- 
stood the value, or of which experience had taught 
them to mistrust the reality. Positively, unless the 
Ottoman Government was to be allowed to deal 
with its subjects as it best suited it, it was necessary 
that the Powers should at the outset come to a 
very clear understanding as to the nature of the 
guarantees to be exacted from the Porte ; whether 
supervision should be exercised through an inter- 
national commission, or whether their wishes had to 
be enforced by a joint occixpation of some of the 
provinces. One of the points, for instance, which 
was sure to come on for discussion at the outset of 
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the Coiifureuce — intlewl, the wi'V liivi atu! fitniint*! 
— was the cli.sarmaiiK'Ut of the 
tioii — at least ii! tlie iiorthoni pr<)\ incr-. Th<‘ Puri'' 
would, of course, plead the im[»riU'tiea},iilitv ei' -ueh 
a moaHuro, the <4reat ivritalioii it nui-i iieeti- 
rise to, the fearful dangers it might involve, (hiiv 
a clear intimation from all the 3 h)wers, and t/'jie'-iaHy 
from England and Ru<>iti. that the iliiitg iiai'i !» 
done at once, and thoroughly dune, might wi'e^t a 
reluctant consent ami diveilhil jtromi-e tVem tin 
Poi-t( 3 ; but to obtain a real jiromis.' aial it' thlti! 
mcnt, to silence ail o[ijuisitloii, to reuaoe all a'h-gid 
obstacles and perils, to see that tlie «!i''.'ti'm:iiiii ’U vei- 
not merely a make-believe, a moekerv, and .01 in-uit 
to those who demasuled it, wa- a matn 1 ^Ulie]t would 
require the pre.seiice of a foreign forei', and ib’- 
would have to be su[t])lied by one nr nmn tif’ if* 
Powers, with the conseiit o!' all ilie othof-, l.q 
whatever mentis it might lune to br i-irfii.il, bi u 
remembered that without a geiiei'al di-aiijia-nii ■,! 
the social condition of the uonhern jn'otisiui^ .1. 
well as of other parts oi‘ the umpiiv will be. ,i' ii 
has always been, a mere i-eign of terroi-, tla* uii,inm-d 
Christian cotvering before the armed l\Iti'-<uhu)U!. 
as if the very breath in his tio.',trils wmv not Id-^ 
own. 

Lord Salisbury and General Ignatiell' had iln* 
desired intciwicw, and it wsis understood that they 
wore well satisfied with cacli other aral tvith the 
views both took of tho various problems of tvhich 
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they were to seek the solution. The matter, how- 
ever, was not altogether as smooth as it appeared on 
the surface, and it soon became manifest that there 
was a screw loose somewhere. Independently of the 
predilections Sir Henry Elliot had contracted by 
long residence among the Turks, he would have 
been both more and less than man if his feelings had 
not been hurt by the resolution taken by her Ma- 
jesty’s Government to place another agent above 
him as their chief representative at the Conference, 
exposing him to the sarcasm of Punch, who repre- 
, sented Lord Derby as bidding him (Elliot) to “ stand 
aside,” as he would put in “ a stronger man ” for the 
wnrestling match. Wiser would it have been for 
Lord Derby to recall his Ambassador under any 
pretext, and with every imaginable demonstration of 
honour, and send Lord Salisbury either alone, or 
with no matte]’ what other attendant, than seat the 
rable Marquis by the side of a colleague whose 
ittendance in such a subordinate position would 
rave been bitter humiliation to the most forgiving 
md high-minded man. The immediate result of this 
—was apparent on the very evening after the first 
meeting of the European Plenipotentiaries,' December 
28 rd, when three English newspaper correspondents 
waited upon Lord Salisbiu’y, and heard from him 
’hat his views had been favoui'ably received by aU 
he Christian members of the Conference, although hj 
d perceived dissent on the part of his own Engli* 
qiWieague. The correspondents, holding a consufW 
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Uuu at lln' dnnr itf till linti 1. ♦!' < !'1> '1 tti d it v.uuM 
nut bodiMTiU ti) !i\.ul thuDMiiu' <4 lii^ imd'liip’s 
!■( HU rkN l^tni Niii'liijn ' il!"]'!! unii ImwMjr 

tuuud it" iuiu tilt LmhiI.iu I'ip'i - tjiuijjfb 

tliiHUuli tjih. r ( h.iiiii' 1" tci / ((•' ami it 

ituahi t" li.iu Iti'U ( li iti t<i ht 1 M i|< -t} " titAfni- 
HKiit siiat, mil* "’1 tint hail pu ti-ttn-uHtti (ha nm- 
iU"ii)H anti (ki\\!itaii nt' th* { it luliuved 

iIkui ta liriHj iiitit Ii.ttUKin) tin a nut a^ii.l", who 
il' kit lu till u iiiui <l( \!n " wuiiit! t'H ,ii till y had 

bi'^uu. >.f. 1 uil'ai ajit! la illialwu^ 

aaili otlki- ti> till, t ml 'ria t ui\ t naiit ut Itowaver 
aetul llirun'^hout U" tl'ihi it* ]niij>'i-' Itoi 1 " < ti not to 
liua! hut ItnutUn thi Itiiaih ishuli laUHtil tmui the 
hcuiimia;4 litttmn tluir two i’KHi|iotiia tih", and 
at till M'jy iiiouH lit 111 will! h Loni '‘'aii-ii !i\ i xt'rted 
hl> lUUUM > Hi ro\ to (Jlloli* 1t! M' W' Hj'Oli tho 
Tmk", ii"oUiU4 to till -iiitiiai >1 lui_iia„i to u\t.r- 
tumo their piide am! ."tuhiMatim ", .MullaU lueiu'd 
faocret hints froiu the OituHiiui Kiiiha’") ui i^oiidoii 
to tho elieet that “ht luuhd n>>i aUiiid tu i-iord 
yaliisbury’s advice or iioed his threat", as the s|Heial 
Delegate did not know the laind of the nn u at the 
head of the Englihli Cabinet^ who \m n his lordnhips 
secret enemies, Lord Boaconhiield fruni perwHial, 
Lord Derby from domestic, motives.*’ Alter that it 
was of course very evident that tho Conference wim 
doomed from the beginning, and that Diplomacy 
was here playing a comedy which unfortunately waet ' 
only too sure to end in tragedy. ji 
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Tlie arrogance and obstinacy of the Porte grew 
stronger with every glimpse it obtained of the hesi- 
tation and inconsistency of the English Government, 
and there was no lack of zealous Tui"kophiles ready 
to din into the ears of the Turks that, however the 
words of John Bull might sound, liis heart was still 
in the right place, faithful to its old alliance with the 
Ottoman, and jealous of the aggrandisement of the 
Muscovite. Was not the fleet anchored at Bosika 
Bay, and had not the order which sent it there been 
a clever stroke of policy, intended as a demonstration 
of goodwill to Turkey, and of defiance to her enemy? 
Whatever had been said of the original cause of the 
presence of the fleet at Besika was either easily for- 
gotten or boldly denied ; the fleet was there, not to 
protect the Christians, but to countenance the Turks, 
and the conceit of its mission there waxed so strong 
and became so deep-rooted that Lord Salisbury de- 
cided, though only too late, to have it removed from 
that very irksome anchorage, and sent to the Pirmus. 
Lord Beaconsfield’^ words also, as I have hinted, 
could not fail to spread dismay among those who 
wished for a pacific solution of the Eastern question, 
and inspired with a rash, however iUusory, confi- 
dence, those Turks and Turkophiles who flattered 
themselves that England would in aU events fight 
for and abet Turkey in her evil courses. More alarm- 
ing still than the Prime Minister’s words appeared 
the Government’s doings, if people interpreted as 
such the presence both at Constantinople and at 
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w'iH t I’liuttyli I'i iK'ii'i'Uiiti'iia;.*’'' a t‘"i 

‘»i' hi'-itdits tn nud it wjvsKj 

lh*‘ prudi’iit t’unust ! I il’ !h<‘ I’.iiudi'ii Aiiih.'t-'ndur, >o 

iiistrtii’tiid by iiii' ^ K>\ > viinunt . i!i»t tiu' lui'k'' dy- 
^i^tL‘d iVuii) that vain Kravadu, aud vutr*' 
v\ith ]th»‘iii;4' tiu’ii' iiH ii-i'f-war in I'i’lu Imu- tKc 

Miijivr I’JufipInirus tqi to its KriViviai Ikiyuk- 

deru and the tdiaitt ^fiainudH. 

The one , throat and detdsivc poiiu tliat iiresentcd 
itself before* the Coti.stauti!i<t]tle (.'(mferviit'C* at its 
very hrst sitting was thu sauw whivh uhvays has and 
alway.s will puzr.le any Htatusnuin venturing to meddle 
with the Eastern question. In preMyiice of the fact' 
that the Turks are in jEurope, and that their Govera- 
ment is an outrage to European civilisation, are the 
European Po'wers entitled to drive that Government' 
from Europe, or to put down that Government ;, 

_ or^must. they he satisfied with civilising and huma^^ 
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ising, Europeanising it 1 And if, as is only too 
evident, reforms are needed in Turkey, must the 
Powers limit their action to point out and strongly 
recommend those reforms, or are they justified in, at 
all hazards, enforcing it ? We had here a question 
of coercion or no coercion. Russia from the begin- 
ning declared that she looked upon that ultima ratio 
as an eventual necessity. The Emperor Alexander 
declared it frankly and emj)hatieally at Moscow. 
England did not reveal her mind quite as dis- 
tinctly at that period ; she only stood up for the 
integrity of the Ottoman Emigre, hut she intended 
that it should be reconciled with the improvement of 
the condition of the Christian subjects of the Porte; 
she never said what should be done should all 
attempts to bring about that improvement by pacific 
means prove a failure. 

In that divergence of views between the two 
great Powers the Turks saw their own security. 
“ Why should the Conference meddle with the in- 
ternal policy of the Ottoman Government T Such 
was the outcry raised in favour of the Sublime Porte 
by those who professed themselves its best friends, 
and they vindicated its right to do with its subjects 
as it pleased by a variety of what they thought un- 
answerable arguments. In the first place they said 
“ the Turks are not half so black as they are painted ; 
in the second place, bad as the Turks may be, the 
Christians are. in every respect infinitely worse ; in 
the third place, the Turks are fully as ill-governed 
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jte the Chrihtuu'-. Then, wvll (»r ill u." tlif ('liri^tians 
may Ite >;'ovm'uud, tlieiv t" no niuniig 

them ; they rahe ua (‘iniitplaint atnl iitteiitpt no 
revolt, unlo.'' h bent the of tivaeheroiH 

ueiyllbotlr^. Fimilly, eveti if they hud ivuson to 
tn>h for a elianye, even if tliey u‘'|»ired ta nelf- 
governmont, they waaild be utterly untitled fm- it, by 
their ba>eiie>'' and ft»rru|>tinii, by their iguurauea 
and savagery, and, above all tbiiigs, by their im- 
placable, mutual ji'niuiwies. and ranetairv of race and 
creed.’’ A.s none of the unliuiiiilitie^ ol* the Ottoman 
Empire eoultl ."Upersede the Turli'- in the (loveni- 
nieut, the advocates coiiciuded that the Turkidt rule 
uiir-t continue, wlicthcr it admitted of improvement 
or wlietlier it did not. 

Fallacious as the r-ea>ouing tva", it had sstmethiiig 
.->[tucious aljout it. The purely com|Hering race in 
Turltej', the Osinauli, are, or wen* originally, a 
respectable community. On the other hand, the 
Eastern Christians, be they Greeks, tSlavs, or 
Armenians, are a debased race, and not rumarktiblo 
for charity or tolerance towards one anotlter. But 
all, both Turks and Christiaa.s, are precisely such ns 
the government of the last four centurio,s has made 
them, and the Turks, as the ruling race, are respon- 
sible for their government. The Turks are a good- 
natui'od and truth-telling people, and the Oreeks 
whom they conquered had 400 years ago a bad 
name, which still clings to them; but the Turks 
made no attempts to acquire high intellectual 
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qualities, wliicli the Greeks, in the midst of all their 
corruption, possessed. The Turks never really 
governed the Greeks, and never dealt with them as 
311011 witli men. They shrank from contact and 
amalgamation, and were at no pains to conceal their 
contempt. With the Giaour of Europe, as with the 
believer of Syiia and Arabia, the Osmanli main- 
tained a proud distance, which precluded every pos- 
sibility of fraternisation. 

The Turk may not in most instances have been 
unjust or ungenerous, but he followed no other rule 
than his own impulse. He was a warrior by 
instinct, and monopolised the soldier’s business. He 
did no other manner of work. He neither spun nor 
wove. He delved only a little, and was an indifferent 
sailor. All the industry and trade of the land was 
left to the subject races. The Turk claimed his 
right to the soil ; but for the rest, in all remunera- 
tive pursuits and even in the drudgery of the Govern- 
ment, he was dependent on the Christians, on their 
brains, on thoir sinews, on tlie tithes and taxes he 
levied on them. The Turk was the drone in the 
Ottoman hive. The consequences were such as 
might have been anticipated. Long periods of peace 
came ; the soldier’s trade became unproductive. The 
military caste dwindled ; it lost wealth, energy, and 
reputation, while the subject races, in spite of oppres- 
sion, throve, increased, and multiplied by tbeir toil. 
The scorn of the Mussulman for his Christian drudge 
was gradually changed into envy, and even into fear. 
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fr u.'S"- the Ntnry <if t!u‘ fOuyfttian .ukI israi-litc all 
<iv> r A nf ilu* must lucrative 

< ii!\('rniiu ut lUaltUda t'ew liundnd Paellas, 

Palis. «tc., to ciiriili tlaiU'iKts at tlio pultlir ex- 
IK'H'C : init fur the ri‘>t, tin* lact i>f‘ tie* ju-iiuitive 
ft uda! lunls and yn at laiulown* wliu caiiH' in with 
tht cuuijUiTui’s In'caiiiu txtiih't, and tlau'c was no 
uurkiiltura! ur cuiuniurcial Mu-sulmun niidiile cla^i^s 
lu lake their pl;u*e. The tinu’ cami mIud IfuShtd- 
liun sloili heuan to be afrau! *>f tdiiour thrift and 
developiaint, and like all ullna' iinpruvideitt ruhns, 
umler the iuliuenee uf lerror, the I’urk.s MJiiiyht their 
saiety in a reieit of terror, Tht v ttrnnised the 
Ihdoarians hy soitlinu; eanes of wild Circassian 
rtdjbers amunu thi,*nt. And tiny eijiially huTorist'd 
the Armenians ])y .suhjectin<^ t))* in to the predatory 
iueursion.s of Knordish and utlnr s.ivuu-e hordes. 

Tliuro never was a tiim* \\hen the good and had 
qualities of the Turks and the Turkish Cuverament 
wore made the theme of more \ioleat and almost 
insane conti’ovecsies than durluo the .sitting of the 
Constantinople Conferoncc. ihit instead of an 
answer to tho chai'gcs that were brought against 
Turkey, the argument too generally re.solved itself 
into a retort against Russia. Good Protestant 
clergymen, for instance, proclaimed throughout the 
world, that “while no proselytism in Russia is 
allowed, in Turkey there has been perfect liberty of 
missionary work for 300 years.” It was added, how- 
ever, that in Turkey “ every kind of proselytism is 
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allowed except from Mohammedauism to Christianity, 
and the mere attempt at such proselytism was, till 
England interfered, death both to the convert and 
the converter, and as we saw in the case of Salonica 
it still involves the danger of it.” Mohammedanism 
is as jealous and ferocious a creed as any other, only 
it has none of that expansive charity which inclines 
Christianity to proselytism, and it is scorn for all 
other human beings that prompts the Turk to allow 
Christians of all sects and denominations to go, as he 
thinks, to perdition their own way, and to poach on 
each other’s preserves as they best can ; only the 
" State religion ” must not be touched, and one 
would fain ask in what the policy of the Porte in 
this respect diftei's from that of the Russian or even 
of the late Papal Government. The creed of Islam 
is theoretically so simple and pure, and it is fenced 
round witli such strong penal precautions, that the 
Mussulman, feeling sure that the Giaour would not 
even dare to cast a glance within the well-guarded 
fold of his believer’s flock, looks with contemptuous 
amusement at the scuffle for souls by which the 
missionaries of the various Christian denominations 
disturb the very peace of the sanctuary. Were the 
Christians in Turkey less hopelessly blinded by their 
sectarian animosities, they would resent this scornful 
tolerance of the Turks as the greatest insult. Had 
they any manliness left among them, they would feel 
their exclusion from military service as the deepest 
degradation. Be it borne in mind that one of the 
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strongest arguments revolted to Uy the tuiviuat^ ^ of 
the Ottoman Govoinment is not so nmdi the ixts 1- 
lence of the Turks us the utter busem -^s and «l«-pni\ iiy 
of the Christians, their unfit ue-'S for any Ik tti r rule 
above all thing'', then incapaiitv, tin ir unn|Kiti--s 
for self-government. The Tuik-', on* wouhi ''a\, 
have been for 400 year.'' maturing tlieir '»ubjt i m, but 
the work is not i)iute <l<uio yet, and the ‘‘ u|u ning ” 
process must go on for an indethiitc eoume of vi ar*'. 
This is uhat used in be sairi of the Lomliaub iuid* r 
Austria, of the Creeks, Uoumaniau-', and St ! mans 
under the Porte. They were nun ehildtui, too 
tender and hclples'' to be tiu-iHi out of batling- 
stiings ; and would men nou talk of 's It-go\ < hhih nt 
for Bosnians and Bidgaiians { 'ou!d tbit>< unit* 
savages of the Balkans or tlio-.t nu u bttoi' i*f tbi 
Danube be left toi one day tt) ilHm'-iht'' uithout 
hying at each othei’s ihioat', uniiout t\ raiini'ing 
over one another moie bardiU than th< Tuik'm.i 
tyrannised over an}" ot tie m, and, wbut i" wosm , 
without falling ail and each td‘ them into the hauti'. 
of far more tyrannical Bussia { 

Be it obseiwed that this was not men ly the mode 
of reasoning of the Turks or of the Turks’ ft imds. 
It was the argument of a considerable party amcfiig 
the Christian subjects of the Porte themselves, 
whose jealousy of race or of creed was akrmed at 
the prospect of the emancipation of their fcilow- 
sufferers, and who, seeing little immediate chance 
of an improvement in their own condition, longed 
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for what is called the “consolation of lost souls.” 
This may explain the petitions addressed by some 
of the Christian cumHiunitie&, through their eccle- 
siastical superiors, to the Porte, showing that the 
autonomy, or reforms, privileges, and immunities to 
bo, on the proposal of the European Powers, be- 
stowed on the Slavs of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
would, if granted, have been fraught with danger 
to the empire, as tliey would have seemed a reward 
to rebel subjects or disloyal vassals for their unduti- 
fulness, and an encouragement to the discontented 
of other races and creeds to break the peace, seeking 
the same end by the same violent means, instead of 
trusting to the sporrtaneous magnanimity of their 
beloved Sultan for the redress of such grievances as 
might really exist. It w'ould have been unjust and 
unreasonable, 1 think, to find fault with the Greek 
or the Armenian pleading his owm cause and advo- 
cating his own inteiest — if indeed such petitions 
were not, as it was natuial to presume, drawn up at 
the Turks’ suggestion to play into the hands of the 
Government and supply it with arguments to meet 
she proposals of the Powers and defeat the object of 
,he Conference. But it would certainly have seemed 
be the best policy of aU the subjects of the Sultan 
10 allow the Bosnians and other Slavs to get what- 
3ver might be in store for them, holding their peace 
tili the reforms in those northern provinces had been 
3arried out, when it would have been the proper 
time for the other provinces to urge thmr own 
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claims, either as a reeomponso for their fidelity or 
upon any other grounds and by any oilier mcaim 
which might bring the Porto to hear reason. A 
dog-in-the-manger policy, by which one race or creed 
seemed to grudge the good whicli might Ixdall oth«;r 
creeds or mees, suggested the idea that the jli.<sen- 
sions were too incurable to allow the hope that the 
interference of the Powers could be attended by 
favourable residts. 

It might bo obsei'ved, however, that the staiudicst 
Christian supportons of Turkish nde, the nio^t 
zealous champions of Ottoman inde}>cndcuc(,', tlu- most 
uucompromi,sing fue.s to all Eurupeiin iaieiiert mce 
were not Ottoman subjects. Tin* Levantine ‘‘hat- 
wearers” — ui., natives or permanent rt-.-idvais of 
the country, enjoying the protection of a foreign state 
— had no sympathy with their fez-weariiig fellow- 
countrymen,' the Payahs, or immediate suhjei-t' vtf 
the Porto. As strangers in the land, a.s burn or 
naturalised Britons, Germans, Greeks, or Itaiimw, 
these Levantines were exempt from many of llm 
Turkish taxes, unamenable to Turki.s!i jurisdiction, 
unaffected by Turkish laws or decrees, the frce.st, the 
happiest of men. Many of them were engaged in 
speculations, the success of which rested on the 
stability of the Government, and often on the per- 
petuation of its worst abu^, ■wMI© othera were de- 
pendent on its patronage, received ife pay, or looW I 
to it for preferment. Por ' ' apemaUy whepj; 

they had' Leathered’ their 



iiiju rciarm vttiA jmpnictit,*amu, or tnat it wasataana 
— that the (Ikivcrnmcnt would mend itself only if it 
was loft to its own devices, «nd not interfered with 
lovturcd, or bullied. 

On the ISth </ Dt!feniber,that is, five days before 
the Hok'um opening ».>f the Conforence at Tershaneh, 
an event occurred which left little doubt as to the 


imputation of acting at thk juncture as an ambitious 
but shallow political eharktau, liad been, even in a 
subordinate capacity, the very head of the Govern- 
ment springing from the May revolution, and it was 
from him that from the first came the opposition of 
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claims, either as a recompenst? for tlutir or 

upon any other grounds and hy any uthrr moaiin 
which might bring the Porto to he;ir roa^un. A 
dog-m-the-manger policy, hy which otii* saict- ur 4*0*1 d 
seemed to gTudgo the good which luigdit iH'fali other 
creeds or races, suggestt'd the idea that ihc 
sions were too incurable to alhiw the Itope ihiit the 
interfei'cnco of the Powers couki In* attended hy 
favourable results. 

It might ho observed, lujwovt.'r, that the .stuiichc.si 
Christian supporters of Turki>h ruk,*, ch'- mo>t 
zealous champions of Ot tom iiu imkfpcmlenrc, ih.* ukki 
uncompromising kajs to all Euotpciiu imerh/omee 
were not Ottoman .suljjta'ls. The Levatitiiic ”'lnr- 
wearers ” — natives or pcrmaui-ut n -I'i-ai'' of 
the country, enjoying ihc profci'tioti of a foreign stale 
— had no symjtathy with their fez \v**aring fdl'ov- 
countiymon,' the Rayahs, or inuiu'dijttc .'.uljicf> .»f 
the Porte. As .strangers in the iatid. ,'i> lurru or 
naturalised Britons, Cermaiis. Cro-k'., or hailau<, 
these Levantines were uxempt from many oi‘ (im 
Turkish taxes, unamenable to Turkish jurisdk'tiou, 
unaffected by Turkish laws or 4 le<;re<>, the fre!',>.t, the 
happiest of men. Many of them werr; engaged in 
speculations, the .success of which rest»<d on tliu 
stability of the Government, and often on the per- 
petuation of its worst abuses, whiio oihere wc-re de- 
pendent on its patronage, received its pay, or looked 
to it for preferment. ' For them* especially whoa 
they had feathered ‘ their, own mtrt, ^ the". Turkish 
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putrid ih.‘ I'ot '.'f a’d |K*H.sjbk* worlds, or, if it 

WiiH noi, if til*-} wvro linni^'hi to confuss that the 
CJovoriiJsii’iit wu.v su,»t faulih'Mr', that it was a moss of 
c'uriiipti>m an*] Ja-oitod rel’ortti. they eontcndod cither 
iIkU- tchn'in wu," or that it was at hand 

— tliat tho (iovornmont would jacml itself only h it 

wash-ft t.'. its .Aui devices, and nut interfered with 
lectured, or bullifJ. 

On the. iSlh of Dceottiber, that is, live days before 
the solciiut of iliv Conference at Torshaneh, 

an evetU oecurr-d which kit litlk doubt as to the 
i.roba’ole ttniasuatioii of the laijours ol the assembled 
diidomatist-H. Mohctnel UusIkH was dismissed from 
the Cram! Vir.ierate, awl IHdhat Ptisha took his 
place. . This nmn, whom ail the sympathy felt for 
his .sub>eum;!H luisfortum'S cannot clear from tie 
impuiathm of aotinn at tins juncture as an ambitious 
hut OudhAv politicul charlatan, had been, even m a 
suburflinutc capacity, tin; very head of the Govern- 
ineut sprinj^dno; from the May revolution, an i was 
from him that from tlu^ «rst came the opposkion of 
the Porte it* the calling together of a Conference. 
Midlmt thought, or nt least said, that the ^«smess 
of the Conference nlmuld have been tha settlement 
of the differences between the Porte P™? ' 

' pallfcies of Sewia md Moatejaegto^^ aa ^ ^ 

■ mission ,ahouH go no.further.^ ' ,Ewa 

, he 'contended 'that 'the '' .tk' k 

■ based on 
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vinn, atul .Bul'jaria, thi> ti-i'aty itscif pvi n 

tliu of any Uiscn'.'inn, ” < >!! 

it 1>i’ iur (trui uiujfHMit suppi»r;ci!,' in* rfa-iua, *1, •• 
Turkty*. vliinh Iiatl at rliis vary iTi<is ^!. >!r3l.!r.- 
a Ilf livr \it:dity, In it" tit'fi'at ctt'thr Sf ri, 'i-.Ti • . 

vnukl aver r<iU'i'‘nt llsat tuvta^'n l’uv,vi'< d,, 

ivatly or inflircatly iiH'ddli' with auuliiir^' thiu ;ri n ix 
cuHt'eriied l\or hmuf alllluni^irnt inn !” ’i'ur)i,"y, dt 

want ou, Tiu,: 4 ']!r li-stcn with Itirhcaranri' i>i t!r' yt-i 
jtuff'als of rhi‘ ]’*<ivars, inu "ho wuifti! t!at]\ n 
<il‘ th'Ui which laiyht in the ih-j-r, > at" it 

Jicr iinlcjii-udoiit ."ovi-roioiity. Th' niijth Actii'h 
the Treaty i)t‘ Pari" svji" draw! i up for ui, ivtw f.ijr 
of si,'ctinii; 4 ' that ijidojfiidojicr ; ,f(:d v voi" 
ihdilna-ato a"t of wi"0 h-' i.i'i.-f'oi. w;a< 

w 1 1! know ll.al the io",-- | Ii«; lilt' rr:a! afiaii * > <f ''.a 
try are iiiti-rforod with, tin oioator will :»• Pi" <.’■ 
vclo|i!tic(it oj*i‘,s o]'(ii r ;uid i'ro.'jn ri!\. !: v. . nd < 

1'H‘ I'jo'iit, tlioo-ioro, i!' vtoidd not hi <'\p.-.ih at, P 
the JhiWcVh "hotild |jro."!i!iU' to atl\ neat' t!' e'ii,,i' -.f 
tlie ]h)!t';d "nhjoet" the iNcao ; afel v, hat 

more, the Peirti' wonid li<it |aif up w ith au-'h adv' i- aiy , 
Ir was with theso \ii ws ih.at .Midi, .at, v, ho, a' tij* 
openitio of tlie Confereiiee laid refu.-ed t“ h( o:e' ' fj5;e 
flttomaJi Plenipotentiaric.s, hot tiiisr' ho tor-.', -an tint 
his acces.sioii to the Kiipreim; power would -oatn Im,- 
coiiio inevitahh*, imw trippei! up tin,; t4d t fraud 
pizier, atui to</k upfai iiiuiseif the Jiititifioi'tiieitt ot' 
tile diploni.'die as well as of nil other huRincS"- ul' the 
empire. MehemeC l'lu.Hhdi had nevu evifuml *,fmt 
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t'l'^ M.'luiU ^ '^«ii^tltiiiM^n, ihh! tliu !iew Crariii 

\ ;.• r iri.i iV)’,.n_:« 't I'V., rytlui!>^ tn {uvpari; fur tliat 
' ;• '■-■ f'‘ ' >r ili- of Dt-crmher, whicli 

t' ■' '1 ^ !" '■■io ;')<■ r;n, oioj'i jusiiouuring the pro- 

’.1 , t'i'. /. ( yj>>ui!tn i-h;tri,(,*r :,t, the Pitrtt’ lu 

h:' i' ;; ‘ '.'Ilh'.o'Off at slu- Vi-rv moiijcot it 
‘iO '.h'o I'iOf a! T<, to take into 

;; t- uf the Or, tiwnau Empire, 

'■ W',, ,1 )'■ ' y,;;} ?(•■!,,(! ui\nim'*ul .■?c*.'med to 

:i-u, '■ K \ h. ei Ion.' ;!H(! {ioki'iiin,'’ about autono- 
Oih ' '■! ' -• ,! t', f vti!.- i''!' .-iona' !i,'\v nf your pet pro- 
■, ' H' !■' 'h. Jh' rnar-'-i !',.r all thedUorduTs Ilf 
To; i;, Uf'i' iih' j't\ .(ud wpiality and all the 

'■ ‘-If 'lO.int for ewfiT part 

‘ ’ ■ !!;: ' ,'O'ii aJ,,V t.lV V* ntUTuI to fiJlgOCSt 

' ,• \ " I ofp.i. !‘,iru out, ns "rent a 

, ■, <■, *0' Old frndf* (if former t-iiui'S, 

\h , 'o * r I., iiii lie Word- of twice ■ 

' t Eo”. > 1 !'* Mirus'if Ib'crii'', (IS hi! 

' .r ‘ , r‘, : ; '.s’ , t hi: ''M',’,,*, lo t;.-- Coj!.-tit,nliori. 

0, I' S‘- ''ll ,ii' ,p I /;< 't’lifit tit i’lHiiT, 

\ P e ■ I'o,;, o.r 'Alt' i. iti peovi.r ill Turkey which 
it iii'.'iu', *o ii, thl.H tinit! as good 
e,* ,oid ■ livo pi'-.'id-'d itir C’of'stitutionas tm 

„' 0 ' 'or 1,0 r-J'v!, iil! tic- d-.-tnarais of the Powers*, 
f‘ ,r Mid', (Hi '[(,>' S, trod that “Otn had the Suitaii giVen 
li> r»!.'tcth, ilu”. a.ijscui wmsld k> mill awl void with- 
er t i lie rndli'vfuoft 'if the ohauiherH"— those chaw- 
koM w’hirh woro m% yet m boiu^. ' ; 

There h no liottht that thy prodaination of that 
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Lord Salisbury, who saw that tliure was nothin*; 
more to be done with tlus Governiuent, made a Iasi' 
cftbn on the Idtli of Janua]’}', when he aHked for 
and obtained a private interview with tlie Sultan. 
Ifc had already seen his Majesty on the 1,0th of the 
previous month, not lonj; after his arrival, and had 
received a less favourable imprussiou of his personal 
appearance than was made hy tire Padishah ujroii 
some ]H‘rsons, auiOiir>‘ others upon Mr. Layard. 
.Lord Salisbury said at the time, that “ the young 
So\'creign had a somewhat sad, carew'ovn look, and 
his appearance was that ot‘ a man (‘onsidei-afaly older 
than the Almanach do Gotha made him.'’ On his 
second visit he found him “ too helpless and nervous, 
t(to hopok'.ssly a prey to a variety of feans, to he 
capable of independent thought or action.” He was 
evidemly nnder the thumh of Midhat who, upon his 
as.sumptiou to the Grand Vizierate, set no limits to 
hi.s arrogance and gave otfence, not only to a party 
powerful in the Sultan's ]>idaeo, hut to the Sultan 
personally, thereby preparing f<tr liimseif that igno- 
minious expulsion from p<->wer which .startled the 
world less than two months after. In his own raeok 
and submissive manner, Abd-ul-Haniid assured Lord 
Salisbury that “he was himself anxious forpca.ee, 
and the proposals of the Powers seemed to him most 
reasonable, butthat he was a Constitutional Sovereign, 
and his judgment must be subordinate to the will of 
his Ministers.” 

All was now over, and nothing remained to be 
, VOL. II. • , , ' . 43 
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ttutt] tif tlu h't \V S'. i>\ aplMMlif ISH lit !m 1)1 

Muui.ii, hul <) Niu 1 i I' iih tit! Ui' i!i It tlii a 1 1"? M'lt, 

<liul HkldlhtJII '* fSl!t. _t !illt tii !■ vKtl tit st!l 

(flu 11.1.1)11111 I" tii'il'tl I'‘ !\ !"! ^ 

(jUi 1.1 i<‘n w lilt h ill !i j I )t) <! rt ii- !i -Mint ! t ). ill f)- 

a{i|n ail (i (n iu!t imii i it v* im riii - i i!> i with 

the -a ! lit i in<it jiuoii-. siutli , * iiut iiili iin 'i. vfhat 
do YOU toiiii'' h.uK toi '* 

It had bi.t'ji tkiidid thif a pioof 'h-iiild iu ^lun 
of the n!iam!!nt 3 nith whuii tlii Povut-i had jire- 
Cl odid thiout>himt tin ( odit ri m i , and of fin h.ir- 
muny which <ill niji^icd ut if*i < ioie, hv ot<h inj.ij the 
departure of ilio Ph iitjiotenituk to h* Hnmjlt.mi oim 
and immediate. The wmtei stojmin ia'4*'4 however 
so tremendously on the watum, and o-pi eudly on the 
Black Sea, that although Ijord tSalidniry nwiiaged 
to embark on the 24th, on hoaid the Auhstiian. Lloyd’st 
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stfaiDcr Ce/e,'. and to leave in the inoniing for 
Atlicns and Bimdisi, Geiieial Ignatieff had to wait 
three days hefoi-e the impeiial yacht Emjllik, 
which w'as to take him to Odessa, could leave the 
haibour ; and even then he had to change his route 
and go I'ld Tiieste. He set out on Saturday, and 
the "Ficnch, Oernian, Austrian, and Italian Dele- 
gates had to put oft* their voyage till Monday and 
Tuesday. 

Sir Henry Elliot left on Thursday the 26th, hut 
either himself or the English Govcinment took care 
that Iris dcpaiiure should be asciibed to some special 
motive apait from the exit of the other membeis of 
the Conference, and it was assorted that his recall 
was only tempoiaiy, consequent on a leave of 
absence asked for and obtained by him some time 
before fiom motives of ill health The valedictory 
addresses which ho received from the English colonj’’ 
atPoia Galata, and fiom the saiious leligious de- 
nominations of Aimenians, all cvjue&sed thou “ un- 
i'eigned soriow that, in the execution of a most 
arduous duty, his strength had been over-taxed,” 
and '‘his health devotedly sacrificed in the fulfil- 
ment of a most responsible tiust.” The English 
addre-s was aftei long deliberation purposely so 
framed as to pronounce no opinion on the Ambassa- 
dor’s political conduct, as many of the most influen- 
tial pemons tefusod to gne their signature on any 
other conditions. It w’ent no faidher than a vindi- 
cation of his “ peisonal character,” which nobody 
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iin|ui^iied his sound judgment To &ay that he 
withheld some financial infonuation to speculate on 
the Bom sc, uould have been a “reflection on Ms 
personal charat.ter,” but on this Sir Heniy required 
no defence, as nobody u as ever so silly as even to 
hint ai such misconduct on Ms part except Mr. 
Hamond, who howevci almost in the same Meath 
withdrew the ahsuid charge. In Ms answers to the 
rarioii', addics'^es Sir Henry Elliot conrplained that 
he ’• had been eroneously reproserrtod in sonro qnar- 
tc'rs as indifllrent to the interests and welfare of the 
Christians rn Turhey he “was gratified to observe 
that there was now manifested irr all directions, and 
to an extent hitherto unknown, a spirit of concord, 
(»f ms ion, he might almost say of fraternity, hetwoen 
]Hu‘'sulmans and Christians in the Turkish domi- 
UKsu', which feclint' would, he hoped, further expand 
and strengthen.” -Vutl he “trusted w’hen he saw 
them ag-un m a few months, he should find a great 
implore mint m the condition of the country.” 

The .iVrnbassadoi was eridontly m good faith, and 
could on}} be* charged with error of judgment, the 
only arcusation that ever W'<.is brought against him. 
He really believed m the improrable nature of the 
Ottoman Government, “now fully recognising the 
necessity of institutions which would ensure respect 
for the liglits of ail.” He had faith in the Midhat 
Constitution, and faith in Midhut, "with •whom he 
had very long interviorvs during, as wmll as before 
and. after the Conference, and whose obstinacy he, 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE OTTUMAN CONSTITUTION. 

MiCII.lTH FAULT \1KWF,— HW LATER VIEWS. — USES AXB P0RPOSE3 
01 A NATIONAL CHAUIEE, — >UDUAT\s NATIONAL COUNCIL. — HIS 
«'i»NHniUnoX.“— PALL OF MI OHAT. —OPENING OF THE OTTOMAN 
PAELIAMLNT*— AIIMI.D VLFIK.— CHARACTER AND TRANSACTIONS OF 
TflK OlTrSMAX PARLIAMENT.— MUSSULMANS AND NON-MUSSULMANS. 

Loiin Salisbury’s laission liad failed^ and John Bull, 
ill ih///uA. TciT Aviselv Avondered what he had been 

f ft. 

sent to Constaiitiiiople ibr 'f His lordship had 
hiui-self vxpliiiueil that the object of his East'^yard 
joiiruev ^v^l^ to prevent, if possible, the outbreak of 
a war betu fW'u Turkey and Russia, and at the same 
time to improve tiie condition of the Christian sub- 
jects of the Porte." His endeavours to keep the 
peace, ns it was apparent from the upshot of the 
Coufereuce, and as subsequent events proved, were 
unavailing. But with respect to the internal affairs 
of the Turkish Empire, the noble Marquis was more 
.successful than he expected, or even wished, for the 
Conference only proposed reforms, and the result 
was a Constitution. 

There is little doubt that for any good the Con- 
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ai’tuti m Will til ''oMiii^i, w )' .ill !h tltiU 
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it’tui Mill lii \/\/ Uiii iiHitu In- (' < I —ii 11 tn I'li-v'.t r 
nil min ! Ilf lit "NFi ii* nil t llii'fusi l tliun t. tn-t .it 
Ml! 1-1 I Wlfhutlt j» lilt ill! till! till 11 i' l*!< -It!' lit nf* 

tki (niiiml Ml. ill it iiuinn),^iii <>'ms tki iiiuilt 1 - h!' 
I'll nth, it linn, iijil ‘’'j iiii-l ihiU'’- iti'i 1 nil nut 
>\it H li< (I. ' "ii >1 ijqiHi iMi i I 'I* ilk. 1 1' I -I hi lilt nf 
ii |ni -I III jIis I < MIS j inn in 11 - nh i- h.iv' . s 1 1 uu t 

SSitllllftli llMHIl tl.nii ilili iii i !' 1 niji 1 ^1}. - Itlfl It 
SS.iS Ul I nli'i I[lli ill I t‘l t'Jl- lil'i_!i lilt ti! till! 1 uh 

III \iu!i't .lit I Ih ! i! t .uiiiiiini!t If :■ 'I I j u i! in tin 

Tuiki 4 i |i.i],ii i-, (In. 1 11114 tin jiili m,! th iiuu tu 

ill h Pit--t tn Inihii! all iliM li-M in hi [tui»li> n jmsati 
nutt)i!4- of -nhjnt- mjhhm Ji d ssjili iho'i ron-li 
tutiou.il n fuiiijs \sliii U It.ni ill • It tiiutouiu I il in thf 
Jiatt 1 >\ 'sslmh Suit.iii 'Mm, id had in.iUMiiiau d la- 

jojnn, dcil.LUHn tiiat till jiii'-oii'. iilowiiiM tlniaMhi- 

itudi fh-cu-Mons woi’c tu he ani'-iui and (1, nil ssith a- 
guilty of high troanun The nason-t for thii- snsere 
lucasme syeio that "the ddiiuiiintrative retornw iiuw 
coutemi>lated (ItHiaiidud tki p fttudy and researrlu^t, 



7 /// oj/oui\ cov’sr/K'rioy 2^1 
With ! M« \\ ttMii-'ini r!i> u I iK\ witli tin. pie- 

•-t n|itinn ut* ‘-.unil lau'', iunl tlit* (Uv>toins and 
", <!' Ut 11 .)" uitli thi fifiitss of the peepie fos 
Hu< It and tint the (hneinment, ximlei’ 

tin |)r<"'ni> «if |ni M nt iveut" had little luhuie to 
tnui i(n it tit. ntiuu to sneh Mihju i" The Oitoinan 
Jlhit whh!) at that inoiuent ‘teemed 
I' a'l i'» intu<"i Ortutn.ni tIlUiku^ and \triters. 
!’h( i\ \m i'4iij.ihlt dlu"inu to tin. snhjet t in the ntnv^- 
pa})t 1" h id < < i"' » 1 . tii« m itii i In ing kft eutirtdy iiiid 
evhi"U<ly U) t!u h-iiid" Ilf iln (onniinient By a 
\ut< tiflin C'uur,ii)tif ^^hlisSt•l", atftndt cl by a largo 
nmnht r of notahh", Mifih.tt Padui had hten lom- 
nii""Hnii d lit |iu pari a diau^ht ot the intended 
It funii" Midh.it’" (h uiifhi i" ‘"Oon leady, and was 
huidii! M til* <iiand Vi/u 1 thi appiii\al,pre\ ions to 
U" h, luj -uhniut. d totlu i 'num il foi auejtlaiKC. The 
(hind V'/i* I awaii of the nu c oiu il.ddt divisions 
< tni thi" "iiUjitt ni thi f *ahuu t, "Ciiutd dc- 

itnaiind tn 1 ' iii th* ifUtt< t uj ahiyante. ilean- 
v.hil' ihi I onlh. Tina pntn." ni th* Cahmet — the 
Lih. j.l, or .Mailt It pait}, and ilie f’on"eivative 
p tit\ , ht a)l» d hv ihf >111 skh nl-Idani- u'e battling 
httuiiu ih*ai">lu". the <'tiiis(,-uativt" dcelaiiug 
that llu of piditii d "ulynts .at a moment 

niun ( Htuman "oldur" vt.it eonfi outing the enemies 
of the 1 onntiy uould tmly eveitc |)u|mlar pardons, to 
the dt trinttnt of imlitary opmations, and to the en- 
couragement. of the clesiirini of ovil-minded persons ; 
and the Lilierais touteiidiiig that, on the contrary, 



th<’ uf ail I'lU’lv tulfiiHicm nfilit Shv» 

|)romist.>s would lally roiiml th" llirouo all p.'itrtoK 
tlimuo-liout ihc ' !n|iirf% and Miu tlio and 

syuiputhy of nil u;U!ou^ iiiloro'-tru In M'ldny Turkov 
udvanriiio- ih tlio |KUh of prot^av'-;. uud dosorihiy fy 
her ili'-tiuuiou.-' liio pi:U"’ t]i:d ouu'hl Jo l»<-lol!'4 1u b*>r 
uruuiio civiuM.'d fniiumaihio-. 

Thv ]«;roro-u!i;!!tii'iiod d'.'on-.-, !'orlti<id,iji ;4 |io!hi(.‘!il 
<ii.v‘U' 4 “’ion'-, to n;\<'a! a iiropoDdoninro of thv 

t.'uiisi rvarivf ia thv f'uluat/t, and a tiisin- 

vliiiutioii oil till' jctit of liu’tiraad Vixior lo ai’ci’do 
ro ^fidhatT \icu >,111^1 is \va> at tiu- <io>in’ of Midliat 
Iiiijistdf that at tlad vorj tinu: Ktuual BoN, IMidhat'.'i 
friend, de'.tiitod 1)1 Ih' i!n))lved in hi< fa!!, and now a 
|julllH';d jir!.''0!i)‘r hi >iaU!houi oaoL ea’iie to nu . ami 
read a drnuyiit of the projoi-iod t *on>t!l utioii. witli 
a rmpivst that i slioiiid advo it the utino'.i iiuhlteity, 
tilth, EiiyiBh r-.tult'f-i laiadit x*tisf\ tlit.'iiiheh. ;; tliut 
tlmrc wim iioUiiny in the hi^uiutioim with which 
llitlhtit, ttspiivd to emiow his countrv tlitn tiveii yis'e 
rise to popultu" uxfitniuetit or ptirtdy.-o tin; eneroy of 
the army in ihu iield a.i^tdts.Ht Seia hi tuid MoEifoiicoru. 
The Ottoman Con.'Jtiuitiou ;m then proj<'ereil iiy 
iMidhat only consisted of si.sJy-tlireu ttrticle.s, divided 
into seven chapters. 

Months elapsed, tmd nuthiiij^ wa.s stiitl about, tlie 
^veat charter, the open war in the north timl the 
hnanciai distress throughout the couniry a,l!<iwing 
little leisure for the di.scuHsiou of innovationsi which 
to most sane persons appeai’ed juoivly hypotlicticii! 
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aii'l rio|ii{iri- Thf t that lUtsbdi 

w;i!' lift iihl iuit] uf’ ttai rtjtiring a tlkpusitiuu to 
ixtmhi li'ii;; at hio jtti.'.t ii.*. (h'ttnd Mzier was not 
ivalisMl, and Mkihat had U> wail to selzu on the 
tiuTr '.('tidflttti 1 Itf it, ptnUT nf wllirli Ilk ill a gmit 
df,u’!V!' aip'-'idv I'iijoVi.'d thf Miiistaiua*. In fact, ifc 
w:t- rtniMtiiri>i! lita! his zo'il for lihoval institutions 
had iihatt'd witli own Ktcp ho laiido in tiic CaWnet, 
and that far iVoin Hrinir in any luirry to cany his 
.HchiUiii* into etlixa, ho .it'iitdly listoaod to any objoc- 
tiitif' that ih<- richiiK and uthor sJieklurs for tlio 
'* Sstorod uro’od jo^ain.-'t it, and ovt-n exaggerated 
the iia|t'tin.U)oo of tiios" oh|oetioiis, and suggested 
sonii* jif !iis own. This i>, at loasi, what T heard 
tVoiii Saves Pasha, then ITosidoiit of the Lvecum 

4if 

at (da'.iia Sorai, and tiow tiuvernor-(!eneral at 
I'Uiuih'.s, uhu canio oat to see un? at Therapin, and 
o.K},trii.s.-tod hiniHolf in very strung language about 
i\tidh;rt'« insineorhy. 

But tlie (‘onlorcUioo came, and Mas idainouring for 
reforms, and rVon drawitig uj< the eleven points of 
M’liat ou'jht to c'njsHtltate the autonomy of some 
of the pruvincos, and then the itieii that the Midhat 
Constitution might !«,• made to baffle, if not to 
satkiy, those alkm deimuuls gained ground, and the 
Grand Vizier himself was notv almost brought to 
admit tiu'i wisdom of takitig a leaf out of the book 
of his prode««sor, Mahmoud Nediin Pasha — ie. 
giving or pretending to give an eli where only an 
inch Mas a^keti, umeting tho proposal of partial 
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rt'iunns by a whole budget of ;j;-f!i(*ral ii'fbniis. as 
had been dune t'ver since tlie day-' of the Andrassy 
Not*-. The (inaid Vizier however in all llicHe 
Tnatters was aetino- ns a man conviiiecd aefainst his 
will. It. was felt, that he wtis in evi-rybody‘s way, 
and the hu|ve was that. like AI. Thk'rs, he would 
threaten to resio-i! ouee lou oiteii. atid would in 
ih<‘ end make mom i'or Midhat, round whose ueek 
his unrortuiiate r'onstitiition would woio-h Hk,. y 
stone, makiu”' hi.s leiiurc of oiliee almost an iin]»os- 
.sihilily. All thcsi‘ jnvdietioiis were otdy too literally 
reuli'Sed. 

Ever sinee IMehomel Ensiali’s aceos>inti to the 
dio'uity of (Jnnid Mzirr. that worthy Pasha had 
etideavoiavd to M-etire the sn|.jM»t'l ol' all panies by 
admiitiiio as many tttsm as ho ('.add to tut ei|ii:d 
share of tint o’oial thino'.s of the St.ate. Hi.s jioliey 
eoiisisii.d in ]\avino no jtolicy oi‘ hi< own and in 
luimourino' (dher men’s ^i( ws withoiit unowiito tlu-m 
develojittietd or maturity Himself a o‘o(k!, honest 
Turk of the old sehool, a ( 'onservabn e, sulHciently 
adviincfd iti ito'e to hope tluit the 'Heluoo would only 
come aftt;r his time, tin- (Iraiid k'izier had been 
since the death tif Jiusseiii Aviti Pasha at thy 
greatest pains to oppo.st; iMidluit Ikisha's now-faueled 
notioii.s, aud had suec.'ceded in dismissiipjr the sulijeid, 
not by open discussion in Council, but simptlj by 
quietly thrusting Midhats draught in his pocket, 
and putting off its examination upon the pku of 
the pressure of more urgent alfairs. He at last 
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f'i' (Ir.i'i'jj’a in < wlwu it Uvame a 
itir itxth at thi* Porte and the 

Pali'^'. ''Vit' n ilto S)iltu:), it said, obji'cUxI to the 
sir'i itit'ia'do.i to till; ri5j,'htsandpre- 

tif So\* j"' ><!} ■'Ain I not the 
Padis:!."i, ! Wlau ?!i'j‘d i> tlu-fi* of any (Udiiiition 
And fl:. t 4 ’'>'id t’r.otd the njport a^aiii is, 

w'Miidi-rt'd SaAv it ‘xas that “ wliiU* he wa? most 
•Hviliiiiy Im :(•, knortledui fVenliialv’s riydits and libor- 
tie-, '•ijM-ikl sb'iu- So liiuoh anxh'ty to curtail 

hi- •iwti," {!:»• j.iior .4,1 Turk apjiarcntly findin^^ it 
ditlieui! to per. '.'tv, \vl;y tlie soveffigiitv of the 
naiiotj 'iixuhl I”,' iitenHijjntihl.* with the absolute 
|».w, r i.r ;is. h-;ad i-f the ilini.stiy. 

Midliat, iiijHeVer had fora lung tlnjc excited the 
iiUiiiiii. -li Ilf tiM,. \V(;!!-!,iie}iuiuo- .Suluiu to hucoiue like 
one lit' f!s*' |iiijiuliir cirizeu-kino-s of the \Yost, and 
lie; having hecii ndruiily hazarded that 

MeheiiJet Was an ulistacie tu the aceomplish- 

utunt of idu Siihai'i's wishes, tliu rmuvai of the old 
iSadrn/.aut presfuted no ditiiciihy. As wc learnt 
from ihe ydr-p.'C on iht; 1 7th of December, Midhat 
had a tlu-u • IjourA iuturriijw with Kir Henry Elliot 
That wu' Mil u Sunday, and <m the foiiowmg day 
-Midliut iiad a long ;uidiem-e of the Sultan. On that 
same' day Uiu Grand Vizier, owing to a slight indis- 
pusiti'Ui, was. uualiie to go to the Sublime Porte. On 
Tuesdar Alidluit was installed as Grand Vizier. So 
far as the Court CircHhr acuounted for the crisis, it 
appyarod that a last interview had nrevioaslj oc- 
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curroillietwefu tliu Siiiuni and MVlu-nx-t ihishdi, in 
wliich lu.s Sraji'f^ty insisiftl on tlu‘ iu'ft<ssity of nc- 
coptino* the JOdhat < 'ouhtitutiun with tluwe dau&es 
eonsiantly uhjeeted to hy tlio (.iraJiil \dzior, which 
linuted tht; aiithoriiv of the .Sovorciyii as wid! ns the 
I lowers (d’ Iiis cldol' ;^dvj^e^•. Moheim't Hushdi still 
aryued ilsat, huwt;ver wiliiny his \lajo.>,ty miylu he 
to suhuiit to tile curtailment of his sovcrciyu pre- 
rogative dnriuy ])is osvn rifiyn, in.- had no riyht to 
sanction a i;omj_iact which would he etpially hiudin^y 
on his ^act\!ssors. Tlio Sultan cut short thti dismis- 
sion hy ailowino- tin- (Jrand Vixicr an hour's tiini? to 
vecoiwdei- tlio sidiject. The < h'aud Vl/jor made ids 
how and left th(‘ I'alacc, Intt he laid hardly reached 
Ills own ri'shlencc hefire lie was overiuken hy the 
Sultan's limssenyer, and hidden to dc-liver up the 
yrtait seal. 

'file triumph of Midliar and of ilm .^iidhat Con- 
stitution was thus iiccoiiiplished, and the ohst ruction 
which frustrated the rcsislts of the .Palace Uevolu- 
tiou of May, 1 HfC), wats ni last rennoetl. Thu head 
of that rnvolutkm luni Iw.h-u Midhat. us its riyht hand 
was Hussein Avid. What Midhat miylu have 
achieved had he at. once then and ilnn-t* attained the 
supreme pow'cr wu shall never know, hut the rivalry 



rary promotion oi‘ a moderate such u.s IMehcmot 
Eushdi a matter of necessity, and for full «i.x. months 
tlie Constitutional scheme, which was to senx' m a 
ladder for Midhat’s ambition, was thwarted by th© 
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• iii.'iiuai.'s I'i fl.c Hvaiy "iil I'Kin who was tluis finally 
‘-f. Tin |>nMiiul”'atiini of that Cou.stiintioE, 
wliii-h h nl 1011'/ Ihtu iuun’uH'tit, had now hueomo 
inovitahha and on the 2!*it of 'boct'niliw' iimny people 
rrosH'd ovof froii! ih'ru to Stiniiltoul, deceived hv 
a fal'i* aiiiKiuicvnienl tiiat the cen'iiiotiy of inaugu- 
r.iiioit «a-^ ti> hi,' belli at two in the afternoon. But 
the new t irahi! Vi/.iti,', who could not conceal iho 
lhi;i I’lat nr. man In Turkey- -and iituiself less than 
any tijaii -had faith in tile pnictiealiiliiy of his 

C.Tnisiifiuieu, sitll liesitati'd. The oidv use of that 

¥ 

charter or or^anie Matute at the present juncture 
was to Mij'ply thif Porte with a pretext for rejecting 
the reforms proposed hv the Kuropoan Powers for 
the heiu-tii of ilvtsiiia and Bulgaria. ‘‘‘ You wish to 
inijirove tin eoiiditiun of tlm Chrhtian population of 
those provinees/' tlie I’urks argued; “hut here Is 
the Itlidhnt (.iottstiititiuJi, a remedy for the evils not 
only of these proviruvs, hut of the whole empire, 
not only of the ( 'lirisiiints, hut of the Mussulmans 
also, eiisiiring full justice and jierfcct e(j_uality to 
all the .Sultan's subjects, witliout distinction of race 
aiul cre-'d.'’ A.s now Turkoj, however late, was 
V. iliing to fulfti all the ohligations contracted by 
former Halts, Firmaus, and Irades, and .'ttipulated 
in itii the treaties, the interference of the Powers in 
her intertial atlkirs Imd become superiluous, and 
would he resented and opposed by the Porte as a 
gratuitous piece oi* impertinence. It was in this lan- 
guage, we tvere told, that Midhat Pasha spoke, as 



Tin 

lie luiiniKii du thi. lois igii (tiiiloiii.UisS who 

(uagiiitulatHl huii uii liin uu'-'^iun tn 

At Li''t rht, *ih(i ui Hill mini d.i\ iiu iiio- 

rai>lo ni tIk <uui.ii> of tin. Tuiki-'h iMupiu On that 
day at (UK, udiH k, juM is tin (oiifiutni wa'. luiid- 
ii >4 it-' hist ]i!i.uan uiutnu at I'l ish.uif h, tin Otio- 
iiu'di Constitution w i" otln lalh u ni and jimuiulyatt d 
ai tStiUuIiuu!, Midh.it h i\U!u «ontii\it| t m t uluuo 
that. « lull lit UituuitKl tluouMii ills n jilt St, l)t.vt!^os 
to dit dij'luiiuuu iu<nts oi lilt fauojti.iii ts 

that lilt n iiiiijio-.ils wt It HI i(!!msMt)l( .ind tliaf tin 
Poili would lull !. it t no loitiyit fiitithuju. ui ln.1 
muui.il .dkiits till- !l>! i-.innoii ftoiii tluMitfut 'uU' 
ol (ho Ooiiit u iloin slnudii |>i(nLiun th.it tin w,i‘<it 
.H-t w.is loiisumm.iti d h\ wliith tin t"-!!!!.!!! hul tome 
tti ifiiiis with Ills ^uhiitts rliat tin Ottoui.m u.ition 
w )s honi ir tin s.iini tuiit mil d< ( lut d to ho ol .yt , 
and ( i|»ahl> O its own itlujs m ju |o! 

si ll ^osiumii nt. 

Ihosi who li.iM tollowul till vKi-'-'itudi ' ilu(»n.,h 
ninth silt h lountui-.i' Ki.jdii, tSjt.iiu, ii.i!},.uul 
(to tee liaM .,tin( oi i.its \i.iis in td old} ht. told 
th.it thu OtloHiJiii { 'o!isiitutio!j Is siiiipl} a had to|iy 
ul ihi \.iiious < liaiti Is whitli luiu hitii of 'ne on 
tluii tn.il tliiuiiolutut Emojit, tiu cops h> 11114 "O 
continu'd as to tuko nh.iu\u n lud, le.iMno out 
nlkitcvei is o<kxI 111 thoso voiy indiileunt models. 
In the hi'bfc plauo, the tSulun, besides lioiiio in\ ostud 
witli fcho powers and prorogatit ts of ali othei Con> 
fctitutioiial Sovoiyigiis, retaitus. the title of Supreme 
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Caliph and Protector of the Mohammedan Religion,” 
engaging to enforce the obborvance of the Cheri, or 
Sacred Law, which, whatcvei may be said to the 
contrary, is in diametrical opposition to any idea of 
etpiality betn eon Mussulmans and non-Mussulmans, 
thus defeating the clause which declaies that the 
Ottoman subjocis aio equal before the law, and have 
the same rights and duties towards theii country 
isnu'^ invjuilice h ce qui i'uncerna la lelujion. In the 
second place, whatever may be said about ministerial 
responsibility, this does not concern the Grand Vizier, 
who, like the Sheik-ul- Islam, is appointed and re- 
tained or deposed by the Sultan at his own pleasure, 
and acts as a kind of Maire clu Falcds, absolute and 
irresponsible, arbitiaiily and absolutely interfering 
with all the powers of the State, almost every act, 
either legislative or administrative, having to be 
submitted to him for his ultiinato approval For 
instance, if the Chamber of Deputies, finding fault 
with any act of any one Minister or of the whole 
Cabinet, of wdiich the (baud Vizier is the head, 
declares by a majoiity of two-thirds of its members 
that the Minister or the Cabinet should be prose- 
cuted before the High Court, not only are the Grand 
Vizier’s person and office in no way impeachable, but 
the vote of the Chamber is laid before the Sultan — 
i €. before the Grand Vizier — for approval, and the 
prosecution cannot be proceeded with without the 
sanction of an imperial decree. In the third place, 
although what are called the fondamental rights ” 
von. n. 44 



of thi’ — tV'i th'ia "i t;; ji Oi. i‘t in* j t. 

of ori'i't! (11). i s'ita'lsij', ol n .iiai 

pitition, iin JoLiltil'iy n! diMia if Uai |>;cj(. m*. . 
iu oDf wortl, .ill tfi ifniia « (> !>' (fsji'nd 

UaTloU''- - al t .M'll'lv ,'n.I i-i .lU tajoUl.t!) 'i;!'- 


jert'', id! ih*' 

• 4 "' lUT.' .ir< slnijiiy 

-!.n. d '.1; tki 

iih-tr.ii’t. .Uid j' !‘> 

'ti III' S Uiadi Id! till 

!i'd> \1 I'lpijit !t! 

t'l IdU- unit b .it' 

. y . I !.• h. pa-* d. 

\'i t’l v,( r ih iti 

tut'iiiv n\i '•'.i''!) 

1 , 1 V '.If* ( tiUlU' /'.III d 

. ■ h’e r III iMU^i 

1(11 pen i'.iDti-- !'< 

ij' t'(i d il'ii .on 

1 ii^nl.itiDit »ii 


It iu iithoi t oui'uiiiiiiii ^ i- < Mf!..;.!. !( (i jti lU ' 
ri'^Iil oi’!/ ftn.oi io o.ui'.f , ifu!!}- 

tiiin-j: w.!' iNij' do-, It v/uii that tli' Ftnuati" 

ttr Ir.idt •> whii'h hi m> int in iHi uiiih '.tuii! nf 
sui-h li /s'llatio’i v.t u lu \i I t anil d mn, a?id n iiiJ'iud 
a d, ,id ]• iJi (■ tVoiu ihi I. an* iini (nki 

will ill* r titi tHtTiiyiivi iav\-' iiynlii. !i tli- or.Muit* 
'l.itut. i-, Id ill ■'lij.fjh (,ti lilt'd an 1*1 !>t J'ai« d • a /dx.- 
Uy ihi Saltin'- (divi nniit ttt. or vtlutlit c lh>y iiri lo 
!k tLdiDf.tii ti i>y tilt |>f o|(lo thfotio}; th> ir I'i |in*' 
scnratuts, hut iiii» o, rtain. tliai if the \utrk i- to 
he lel’t to .1 P.trij.inaii!, luittiy M'hsiom uiu->i 
before Turk<‘v euu he, eudowod with e\e!i 
ludiint nil oi'a Hhet.ii iHiiitieal jurispntdfuee. 

The lit'gi'ilatiire of the* Otioiii.ui Kiapin.* is !o <>un- 
Risfc of two ChiunhefH — an ffl'pei' House or Seiuite, 
whose tnemhors arc appointed for life hv the Snitnn, 
and will receive an annual income of fT.l'iUd ; and 
a Lower House, or Chamber of Deptities, eiuittct! 
by univeraai suftragu on the baHs of one Deputy 
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for every j0,00u of the male population. The number 
oi tho Senators mii.'jt not exceed one-third of that 
Hi t])e lleputioH. Those latter receive an indemnity 
for their travelling expenses, besides £T.200 for the 
four months’ Session. The Legislature lasis four 
Years. .^Vmoiig the silly rcgulatioiis im]m.sed by a 
servile imitation of French and other charters, there 
are })rovi,'>ions that a (piorum should consist of one- 
hu!f of the House, that a Senator should not be less 
than I'orty years old, and a Deputy not less than 
thirty, and similai- pedantries, having no ground on 
any plauhiblo jninciple, but throwing endless prac- 
tical delays and hindrances in the way of actual 
legislative husiness. The worst of it all however is 
that the Parliament, as here constituted, has no 
real initiative whatever. It is for the Ministers to 
!>ring in the hills for tho approval of the Chambei’s ; 
for although both the Senate and the Lower House 
may move f<n’ a new law or the modification of an 
old one, their propo.sal ha^ to be submitted to the 
Grand A^izier and the Sultan, by whom, if they 
think proper, ,s'?7 y n Jiev, it is jiassed over to the 
Council of State, where it is olahorated, and thus 
becomes a Government bill. The only function of 
importance devolving on the Parliament is the con- 
trol which they exercise over the public revenue and 
expenditure ; but even this boon is unavailing in a 
State in which public accounts are only made up 
four years after the actual close of tiae application 
of each Budget— that is, long after any chance of 

44—2 
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taking tliu Government ti* WhI. I'"r .ui im{*ntpt r i1n- 
posul of the public money has n\'i.ay awl bt t'n 

lost. 

I have said that paper Constitution" "iH'h U" tlif 
one befu-e mo work fai from satisihi'tnrily In Fl.iW'e, 
Italy, aiui otlu-r r‘mniri«s, although tin "O possi s>, 
the inestim.ildo advantages «if houiogtoit tmsm ss ul 
natinnal cliar.ieter. unitt of r.ua .uni huiguage, 
advanetcl UMlisation and tlu long istahiisln d prae- 
tice of a ei\i] law. What must Iw the osidi of 
the iniruduetio?! of su( h iiistitiuiotis into Turk* y, a 
country in which tlie whole udigious iunl political 
organi'*alion has h.nl hitherto im oth* r ttnuhnty 
than to k* ep it< many vanous ra<’t s asunder, to 
footer tluir pn-judi** s, and ih * ]!tu tlu ir luw'otu's hy 
the mees-ant re<'(*llt I lion oi oiiginal gii<‘iaii<** s and 
hy the pei|Htuation of g.diing disahiiitii ' ' The 
Senate is to spiing fuau dm * t Gos* rmu* tit Titiuiiii.i- 
ttun-- ne. it willlMf ap]>ointtd in <thMlit!uo to Mo- 
hanunedan predihetnms, Thv Lower liou"* will 
bo eleetcd by the population of the whole empire, 
■vvhtro the hlu.ssulmiui.s still constitute a ]arg*> 
majority, and when the ‘adminisirati<m ..s now ’ 
orgambcd—oe. almost wholly under IMoluimmedan 
supremacy — avill evcreisc an almost iru-sistihle in- 
fluence. Even in the House of Deputies the l^Ius- 
sulmans avill prevail by nuntbors, to say nothing of 
the ascendency which the long habit of command 
gives them over their cringing and cowering Chris- 
tian fellow-subjocta Were not that enough, the 
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ruliijo; race would be able to thwart any measure 
tu which it miuht object iu the Upper House, with- 
out whose sanction no bill sent up from the House 
of Deputies can become law'. Add to this that no 
man is eligible for the Chamber, that no man can 
be appointed to a public ofSee, without a knowledge 
(<f the Turkish language. How deep that know- 
ledge may now ho we are not told, for it is enacted 
that four years hence no one can be a Deputy unless 
lu' can read and, as much as possible — “ emtant que 
s'/ Wr- "-—write the official language. Now we all 
know that Turkish is an extremely difficult language, 
and that although a little tauiattering of it is commoir 
enough throughout the empire, especially among 
the lowest classes, a real knowledge of it is ex- 
tremely rare, not only among the Christians of the 
Euri>pcan provinces and the capital, but even among 
the ^vtusbulmaus of Syria, Arabia, and other Asiatic 
res- ions Language there is no doubt is the main 
bond of union in our days for nations aspiring to 
self-govenuncnt; juid in Turkey, were there no 
other difficulty, merely to make Turkish the com- 
mon medium for Parliamentary or even forensic 
iutercour'ht* is a task of which Midhat seems never 
to have estimated the magnitude, and the fulfilment 
of which would exceed any man’s powers. Nor is 
that all, for I have no space to comment on the vast 
scheme of reform to be introduced into the judicial 
power, the finances, the provincial administration, 
with the creation of a High Court of Justice and Ex- 
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diifUuer LAiin. rle. Without uua^idrniy \vlu‘tlu‘r 
lint »Niu‘h iin‘usuri'< woulil hu tlir vny hi h| jH^^'^ihh‘ 
ooi's. iiioii U) uurry liuin iuin juvyi^t tti 

he hi>rn in ilii'^ i'nuuin, 

liul* liLiV he file Uivv\t> or drIiielUs of 

die ( 'uiistiiutioiu no iiue enn ih ny iliut |froniii!« 
turiiiil oui ;i iiii<i*rahlo iailure. flu* Suhaiij 

o 

btiu'4’ iuiH'ij" '-^vd, (lisn>iMthii(.'il tij*/ 

tiiui ut’ r!n"i' wliu i-i't'kiini't! on hi> atii'nikiici.'. Tim 

liulir "1" ill'' ri'uriiUilK'c o(‘ sIk I'tiVUlnuv lait 
i'!e:id\ (IfltTiiiiiird. f wa-^ thi'i't' at tiiit- uVlucL, ainl 
all tnr)‘. alihi'Uu’h llu' ni' suaiiy of tla' 

hiyh ^v'dm uuy'lit tn liavo (n.-'H <‘U th” 

.-'{tut wi'i'c tniliuo uj( tlif sti'i'ji road iVuiu liio brid'i*' 

after uii‘. 'File ndt! vwi> peltiiiu' hfitvily ail thv tiim', 
and hardly a 'ioul was to ho ■'•■efi In the >ti'eots ftr 
ill llio ia-oad s|i:ii'c fiivironiuo tin* <.'liuti«y huildiiiy 
of the Porto wltcro t1<c yn-ai md had ju-t. hooj) j.i-r. 
formyd. kSholloriao as tin} i*ou!d uiitlor |)orit- 
roof ut ri\f I'Utninfos won* about a M'oro of Pasha's 
curriiioa-s. From imy of ihu lndconies Imuy a thw 
tawdry hiumors, with the civsi'ciit and star, -uoh ns 
Olio would oxpoot to si'ti at a villaoi- fair, a!) drayoh-d 
and L-ruiniilnd, waving' over a kind of trihuiio or 
jiuipit, from wliidi it was intended that iho Consti- 
tution should la; road, last wliio-h was now hying 
takuii to pieces and reinoved as useless luiuher, as 
tlie reading was accoinplishcd within doors. No 
outward demonstration in Staiabtmf would have 
suggested tlie idea that uiiytldng partlealar hud 
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iH'f'ii or 'wa.s; done. In tlio evening the Bos- 
wass lighted up and ail alive with fireworks, 
not without a ]ileasing eficct, notwithstanding the 
W(!t and unirky state of the atmosphere. In Pera 
in the iwening the “beans” of tiie “Petite Bourse,” 
in the Jiazznpoulu Pas-sago, after succeeding in sink- 
iipX the fuui!> ten paras, broke up at eleven o’clock 
ant! paradt^i ihe streets with shouts of “ Vive la 
CiuiM'AnfHut a cry which, in the circumstances, 
sounderl very like irony. I was told that a few 
Soft ns Jit Stamboui had held a torchlight proces- 
siujt and cried for “ War f’ But I believe neither 
the (lijustitutioi) nor the Conference had anything 
to do with tlu- little excitement observable among 
the population, which was only due to the recur- 
renci' of tlu,* Courban Bairam or “ Feast of the 
Snerhiin; '' prescribed throughout Islam. 

F (.ir I welity-^ix days after the inauguration nothing 
further was <aid almut the Constitution, but on the 
!Sih of .laaiiary the Government of the Porte 
having detenuinod to close the Conference with a 
cmuplctc rejection of all the European proposals, 
t'allcd together a Council of State extraordinary, to 
whose deliberation tho I'esolution of the Cabinet was 
to be submitted, ilklhat was anxious to throw tire 
complicity of his rash deed on as many as he could 
summon, and he took great pains to give the meet- 
iniT of that dav more than usual solemnity. Be- 
Hides the Ministers with or wdihout portfolios and 
the llema.s all the heads of the non-Mussulman 
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ehu<j[Uur Court, etc. Without nuisitU nit^" or 

iM»t suciuuca''un '< \voul<l h** tho wry 
one'', the nieu to lany them into eveeutjusi me yet to 
be born in th!^ emuitry. 

But, \Ui.itevi‘r may in* tlie luent** ea deme-rits ot’ 
the CoiiNtituiion, no one ean deii^ flnit |>i‘onut!- 
eatkm tiuueii out a jni''ei;tlile failiue 'rin Sultasi, 
being dightly iu<!is})OM‘(!, (lisHp]ioiiitei! the » sjwrta- 
twn of those H\ho rt ekont'd on his utteudaitee. The 
hour of tlu |u rfonuanee of the nrtJiKm^t «us not 
(dcail} determined. I wits there nt one o'tloek, and 
nil \\A'^ <nt!, ahhough the earriuge.s of many of the 
high fuiu-tiouanes wlio ougiit to have b> i ii on the 
.spot were toiling up the .stt 1 1) road from the bridge 
after me. The rain \uh peltiisg heu\ily all ilte titne, 
and hardh a sou! \\as to i)e sfen in tlu- streets or 
in tlie bru.id .N]t:iet en\ir<tning the ehimsj, building 
of the Porte where the great lu't had just laam per- 
formed. Slielleiing Us tluy <*ouhl mid* r the poiti- 
eues at the entrances Were alaait H score (»f Pasiui’s 
earriage.s. From one of the balconie.s hung a few 
tjn\dry hainiers, with lit«‘ creseeib ami .star, .sueh us 
one would expect to see at a \iUagf f.nr, all draggled 
and cruinpletl, waving over at kind of tribune or 
pulpit, from which it win? intended tlnit the Consti- 
tutioi! should bo read, but whicii was mw being 
taken to pieces amd removed its usele.ss lumber, as 
+Ti« rendino was accomplished within doow. No 



THE OTTOMAN COOTSTITUTION 295 

Ix'on or was boiug dono. In fcho evening the Bos- 
phoruh was lighted up and all alive with fireworks, 
not without a pleasing effect, notwithstanding the 
wet and murky state of the atmosphere. In Pera 
in the evening the “bears” of the “Petite Bourse,” 
in the Ilazzopoulo Passage, after succeeding in sink- 
ing the funds ten paras, broke up at eleven o’clock 
and paraded the streets with shouts of “ Yim la 
a eiy which, in the circumstances, 
‘mounded very like irony, I was told that a few 
Boftas at Stamboul had held a torchlight proces- 
sii.m and cried for “ War I” But I believe neither 
the Constitution nor the Conference had anything 
to do with the little excitement observable among 
the populaiion, which was only due to the recur- 
rence of the Courban Bairam or " Feast of the 
Sacrifice ” prescribed throughout Islam. 

For twonty-six days after the inauguration nothing 
further was said about the Constitution, but on the 
I8tli of January the Government of the Porte 
having detenninod to close the Conference with a 
cunplete rejection of ail the European proposals, 
called together a Council of State extraordinary, to 
whoso deliberation the resolution of the Cabinet was 
to be submitted. Midhat was anxious to throw the 
complicity of Ids rash deed on as many as he could 
summon, and he took great pains to give the meet- 
ing of that day more than usual solemnity. Be- 
sides the Ministers with, or without portfolios and 
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chequer Court, etc. Without conbuleiiiig whether or 
not such measures would be the very best possible 
ones, the men to carry them Jnto execution ai e yet to 
be born in this country. 

But, whatever maybe tiro ineiits or demerits of 
the Constitution, no one can deny that its promul- 
gation turned out a miserable failure. The Sultan, 
being slightly indisposed, disappointed the expecta- 
tion of those who reckoned on his attendance. The 
hour of the perfoimanco of the ceremony was not 
cleaily determined. I was there at one o’clock, and 
all was o\ei, althoirgh the carriage.s of many of the 
high functionaries who ought to have been on the 
spot were toiling up the steep road fionr the bridge 
after me. The rain was irelting heavily all the time, 
and hardly a soul was to bo seen in the streets or 
in the broad space environing the clumsy building 
of the Porte where the great act had just been per- 
formed. Sheltering as they could under the porti- 
coes at the entrances were about a score of Piisha’s 
carriages. Prom one of the balconies hung a few' 
tawdry banners, with the crescent and star, such as 
one would expect to see at a village fair, all draggled 
and crumpled, waving ovei a kind of tribune or 
pulpit, fioin which it was intended that the Consti- 
tution should be lead, but wiiich was now being 
taken to pieces and removed as useless lumber, as 
the reading was accomplished within doors. 
outward demonstration in Staniboul would have 
suggested the idea that anything particular had 
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“been or was being done. In the evening the Bos- 
phorus was lighted up and all alive with fireworks, 
not without a pleasing eflPect, notwithstanding the 
wet and mui'ky state of the atmosphere. In Pera 
in the evening the '' hears ” of the “ Petite Bourse,” 
in the Hazzopoulo Passage, after succeeding in sink- 
ing the funds ton paras, broke up at eleven o’clock 
and paraded the streets with shouts of Vive la 
Comtitution a cry which, in the circumstances, 
sounded very like irony. I was told that a few 
Softas at Stamboul had held a torchlight proces- 
sion and cried for War !” But I believe neither 
the Constitution nor the Conference had anything 
to do with the little excitement observable among 
the population, which was only due to the recur- 
rence of the Courban Bairain or “ Feast of the 
Sacrifice” prescribed throughout Islam. ^ 

For twenty-six days after the inauguration nothing 
further was said about the Constitution, but on the 
18 th of January the Government of the Porte 
having determined to close the Conference with a 
complete rejection of all the European proposals, 
called together a Council of State extraordinary, to 
whose deliberation the resolution of the Cabinet was 
to be submitted. Midbat was anxious to throw the 
complicity of his rash deed on as many as he could 
summon, and he took great pains to give the meet- 
ing of that day more than usUai solemnity. Be- 
sides the Ministers with or without portfolios and 
the Ulemas, all the heads of the non-Mussulman 
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chequer Court, etc. Without considering whether or 
not such measures would be the very best possible 
ones, the men to carry them Jnto execution are yet to 
be born in this country. 

But, whatever may be the merits or demerits of 
the Constitution, no one can deny that its promul- 
gation turned out a miserable failure. The Sultan, 
being slightly indisposed, disappointed the expecta- 
tion of those who reckoned on his attendance. The 
hour of the performance of the ceremony was not 
clearly determined. I was there at one o’clock, and 
all was over, although the carriages of many of the 
high functionaries who ought to have been on the 
spot were toiling up the steep road from the bridge 
after me. The rain was pelting heavily all the time, 
and hardly a soul was to be seen in the streets or 
in the broad space environing the clumsy building 
of the Porte where the great act had just been per- 
formed. Sheltering as they could under the porti- 
coes at the entrances were about a score of Pasha’s 
carriages. Prom one of tlie balconies hung a few 
tawdry baimers, with the crescent and star, such as 
one would expect to see at a village fair, all draggled 
and crumpled, waving over a kind of tribune or 
pulpit, from which it was intended that the Consti- 
tution should be read, but which was now being 
taken to pieces and removed as useless lumber, as 
the reading was accomplished within doors. No 
outward demonstration in Stamboul would have 
suggested the idea that anything particular had 
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been or was being done. In the evening tbe Bos- 
phorus was lighted up and all alive with fireworks, 
not without a pleasing effect, notwithstanding the 
wet and murky state of the atmosphere. In Pera 
in the evening the “bears” of the “Petite Bourse,” 
in the Hazzopoulo Passage, after succeeding in sink- 
ing the funds ten paras, broke up at eleven o’clock 
and paraded the streets with shouts of “ Vive la 
Constitution r a cry which, in the circumstances, 
sounded very like irony. I was told that a few 
Softas at Stamboul had held a torchlight proces- 
sioift and cried for “ War !” But I believe neither 
the Constitution nor the Conference had anjdhing 
to do with the little excitement observable among 
the population, which was only due to the recur- 
rence of the Courban Bairam or “Feast of the 
Sacrifice ” prescribed throughout Islam. 

For twenty-six days after the inauguration nothing 
further was said about the Constitution, but on the 
18 th of January the Government of the Porte 
having determined to close the Conference with a 
complete rejection of all the European proposals, 
called together a Council of State extraordinary, to 
whose dehberation the resolution of the Cabinet was 
to be submitted. Midhat was anxious to throw the 
complicity of his rash deed on as many as he could 
summon, and he took great pains to give the meet- 
ing of that day more than usiial solemnity. Be- 
sides the Ministers with or without portfoMos and 
the Ulemas, all the heads of the non-Mussulman 
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address ; while the Bulgarian Exarch was too per- 
sistently indisposed to yield to the solicitations of 
the messengers, who stormed him in his very bed- 
room to wrest his signature to statements which 
were in perfect opposition to all his convictions. 

Everything considered, justice must be done to 
these poor high-priosts, who behaved with becoming 
firmness and upheld their dignity in very trying cir- 
cumstances ; for any assumption of a more inde- 
pendent attitude, any stinted acknowledgment of 
unbounded devotion and submission, any free com- 
plaint of or protest against the most galling and 
crushing misrule would be visited, they felt, with 
new vexations and exactions, and the most shocking 
deeds of ^iolenco and bloodshed upon their defence- 
less and unresisting flocks. There is nothing more 
heartrending than the chapter of grievances of these 
prelates and the chief members of their congrega- 
tions — even of those bound to support the Govern- 
ment by personal interest — ^when they pour out their 
very hearts in their intercourse with persons on 
whose discretion they think they can rely ; nothing 
is deeper than their hatred of the ruling race, except 
the terror they live in of its very name ; nothing 
more pitiful than their appeal to all strangers, and 
especially to Englishmen, for help; nothing more 
touching than their faith in the power of Europe, 
and especially of England, to redress their wrongs 
and relieve their sufferings And it was preci^l 
at this moment, when the Conference had al^yen 


/ 



THE OTTOMAN CONSTITUTION 


299 


come to an end of its labours, too eyidently witli no 
result, that these poor people beset their Western 
acquaintances, and asked them whether, indeed, the 
upshot of all these deliberations, the solemn an- 
nouncement of the will of all Europe, was to be 
merely to aggravate their long martyrdom, to leave 
them at the mercy of their oppressors, now flushed 
with the triumph they have obtained over all the 
Powers, and still smarting under the indignity that 
these Powers had attempted to put upon them. 

The Council of State of the 18th of January gave 
the world a specimen of what a Turkish Parliament, 
in the hands of Midhat Pasha, might be expected to 
be. The Grand Vizier addressed an assemblage of 
above 200 Councillors, and first read at full length 
the terms which constituted the ultimatum of the 
European Plenipotentiaries. He dwelt with great 
eloquence on the offensive character which lendered 
these proposals unacceptable, as being derogatory to 
the dignity and independence of the Ottoman nation, 
but he besought the Councillors to take into con- 
sideration the condition of the country, which he 
described in the darkest colours, pointing to the 
grave financial difiiculties, the exhaustion of all 
national lesources, and the more than doubtful issues 
of a war which the empire might have to wage 
against formidable enemies, and even alluding to the 
t j)robability that the large stores of arms and ammu- 
%‘i^on which were on their way to Constantinople from 
y dhrica might be intercepted and seized by the 
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Eussian squadron now cruising in the Mediterranean. 
The Grand Vizier’s address was listened to with 
profound admiration, yet with occasional outbursts of 
well-acted impatience. The chorus or claque of the 
Young Turkey party humoured their leader, now 
with shouts of approbation, now with exclamations 
of contradiction, but always according as the great 
man could be presumed to wish to be seconded or op- 
posed. His weU-acted resentment of the indignity with 
which Turkey was being treated by the Powers was 
received with thunders of applause ; any allusion to 
the possibility that concessions might have to be 
made to superior force was drowned in a storm of 
indignation and wrath. In the midst of all the din 
the whole of the Ulemas and some of the Old Turkey 
party observed the most rigid silence. At the close 
of the Vizier’s speech, a clamour for the immediate 
and peremptory rejection of the proposed terms arose, 
leaving no doubt that the Minister’s pleasure would 
carry everything before it. There followed a multi- 
tude of enthusiastic speec]ies, in which Mussulmans 
and Christians vied with each other in their patriotic 
zeal and devotion, and expressed their readiness to 
shed their blood to the last di-op in support of the 
independent rights of their common Fatherland. 
Conspicuous among the non-Mussulmans was that 
same Savas Pasha, an Albanian physician, President 
of the Ottoman University, a man of extremely 
versatile genius, and, as I have said, till latel^>^ 
very bitter enemy of Midhat, who broke out 



THE OTTOMAN CONSTITUTION. 


301 


rhapsody of compliments to the Grand Vizier, in- 
volving it in phrases of such warm and lofty Otto- 
man patriotism that it affected the orator him- 
self even to tears. Other members of the Council 
indulged in frequent ejaculations to express not only 
their sympathy with the Vizier’s indignation, but 
also their displeasure at his apparent little faith and 
despondency. “ Turkey,” they shouted, “has been 
made by the Constitution a match for all Europe !” 
The only attempt at timid dissent was made by 
Utidian Effendi, the Vakil or Vicar and adminis- 
trator of the Protestant Armenians, who, without 
attempting to stem the overwhelming tide of passion 
which seemed to carry away the assembly or to abate 
its ardent devotion to the Grand Vizier, ventaed to 
suggest that the matter under discussion was too 
grave to be disposed of by a hasty and tumultuous 
deliberation, and advised that the decision should 
be left to the Sultan’s Government, which both de- 
served and enjoyed their unlinodted confidence. This 
did not suit Midhat Pasha, whose object was to 
carry his point, while he wished to appear to yield 
to the overpowering will of the Council The ora- 
tor’s words were drowned b}’’ an outburst of impatient 
disapprobation, the whole assembly rising and insist- 
ing on the summary rejection of the proposals of the 
Powers, which was once and again carried by accla- 
. mation, and eventually broke up the sitting. 

V Eighteen days elapsed after this grand triumph of 
^djiat, and in the early morning of Monday, the 
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5tli of February, as we were coming home from the 
splendid midnight wedding of a young Armenian 
couple, we heard people whispering that the steamer 
which was to remove Midhat Pasha from Constanti- 
nople was already getting up steam, Towards noon 
a diplomatist of such high rank as the breaking up of 
the Conference has left among us, assured me that 
“ unless Midhat regained public favour by the speedy 
conclusion of a peace with Servia and Montenegro, 
his position would be no longer tenable.” Not much 
later in the day I was informed that a struggle, 
probably attended with much bloodshed, was immi- 
nent between the “Old Turkey” party and the 
friends of Midhat and his Constitution. At 2 p.m. 
bulletins were already being sold in the Pera streets 
to the effect that Midhat had ceased to be Grand 
Vizier, and had in the morning embarked for an 
island in the Archipelago ; also that Edhem Pasha 
had been raised to the Grand Vizierate. It was 
supposed at first that the late Sadrazam had been 
conveyed to Ehodes or Cyprus, or any other isle 
belonging to the Ottoman Empire, in which case he 
would only have been, as the expression was in Old 
Italy, “ confined,” or relegated ; but, later in the 
day, it was understood that he had been sent to f 
Syia or Brindisi, which mearrt that he was banished 
from the Sultan’s dominions— an unusual and 
not strictly legal punishment, deemed to be the 
severe imaginable to a Mussulman, who has a 
horror of venturing beyond the pale of Islam. 
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in this case however Midhat’s disgrace was a great 
improvement upon the practice followed by the Sul- 
tans of olden times, who, when they wished to with- 
draw their favour from an objectionable Prime 
Minister, sent him a bow-string as a parting 
present. 

Midhat’s fall however though less tragic, was 
quite as sudden as it would have been in those old 
days, and the causes of the catastrophe may be 
summed up in a few words. Midhat, satisfied with 
the success which his Constitutional scheme had 
achieved for him, seemed at a loss how to rid him- 
self of some of those earnest and ardent members of 
the “ Young Turkey ” party, who either began to 
think that the Midhat Constitution did not fulfil all 


their wishes and aspirations, or found that their 
leader, now in power, was not as anxious to carry 
his liberal ideas into practice as he had been when 
merely a candidate for supreme honours. Of several 
of these disenchanted men he rid himself by appoint- 
ing them to high offices as far from the capital as he 
could, but others either he was not willing to bribe, 
or they were not to be bribed, and these became 
disgusted with the Grand Vizier, and thought they 
could best carry out their object by turning their 
backs upon him and going over to his adversaries. 
One of the first who declared against Midhat from 


conscientious motives was Eb-uz-Zia Tefvik Bey, a 
Young Turk,” who, for his liberal ideas, had suffered 
'V banishment in the islands under the late Sultan 
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Abd-ul-Aziz. The old opponents of Midhat had, in 
the meanwhile, made their way into the palace, where 
they had set against the Grand Vizier many of the 
persons in the immediate confidence of the Sultan, 
and in the end the Sultan himself People heard, 
though with much reluctance to believe it, that in 
spite of all his benevolent intentions, the good Abd-ul 
Hamid found the restrictions imposed on the exercise 
of his sovereign authority under the Constitution 
somewhat irksome, and that he especially objected 
to the necessity of submitting his imperial decrees 
to the Minister’s signature, without which they would 
be of no legal value. It was added, I know not 
with what foundation, that Midhat Pasha had lately 
aroused the suspicion of the court by paying a visit 
to Mehemet Rechat, one of the Sultan’s brothers^ 
next to the Sultan in age, and consequently the Heir 
Apparent to the House. Other persons again 
asserted that Midhat was conspiring, not with this 
younger brother, but with the eldest, the deposed 
Sultan Murad, who was now described as having in 
a great degree recovered from his mental infirmity, 
and exhibiting a lively interest in the world astir 
around him, inquiring where the soldiers were going 
he saw being shipped off day by day, wondering 
whether the country was at war or peace, and com- 
plaining that his best friends, among whom he fre- 
quently mentioned his former Grand Vizier, Mehemet 
Rushdi, were kept away from him. More probably / 

however the men who determined the Prime Mini"^ 
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ter’s fate, were Mahmoud Damad, the StSta^'' 
brother-in-law, who had been long pointed out by 
public surmise as the probably future Grand Vizier ; 
Said Pasha, the Sultan’s aide-de-camp, the superior 
artillery officer, formerly a pupil of the Woolwich 
Academy, whom Midhat had, on the very eve of his 
fall, endeavoured to remove from the Sultan’s Council 
by appointing him director of all the mihtary schools 
of the empire ; and Pedif Pasha, the War Minister, 
Midhat’s strongest opponent in the Cabinet. 

Midhat’s fall was effected with an excess of harsh- 
ness and rudeness by the palace gang who had 
compassed his ruin. They refused either to let him 
see the Sultan or to communicate with his family at 
sufficient leisure, and ordered his embarkment with 
such haste as hardly allowed him to provide himself 
with clothes or money for his long journey, and 
although they did not, as had been stated, load him 
with chains, it is now positively ascertained that on 
the previous Saturday they had suffered him to be 
pushed and hustled by the eunuchs and by the rest 
of the vaUtaille as he was led down the palace stairs. 
T^hus, they made by their ill-advised as well as in- 
human conduct a hero and a martyr of a man whom 
neither intelligence nor character would perhaps have 
entitled to the prestige which misfortune has attached 
to his name. 

Though the Sultan set thus the Constitution to 
work by breaking its fundamental principle respect- 
ing the inviolability of the subject’s personal freedom 
VOL. II. 45 
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and immunity from any punislnncnt not decreed by 
the sentence of a competent magistrate, and even in- 
voked as a justification of his arbitrary act an article 
concerning the state of siege vrhich could in no way 
apply to Midhat’s case,* his Imperial Majesty has- 
tened at the same time to declare that the National 
Charter, though it was the Grand Vizier’s work, was 
the Sovereign’s irrevocable gift, intimating that it 
should survive its author’s disgrace. 

To usher in constitutional forms and to create a 
Parliament in a country like Turkey was no easy 
matter. But by dint of makeshifts and after many 
delays, a Senate and a Chamber of Deputies were 
either elected or appointed, and on the 19th of 
March a scene unlike anything the world ever ex- 
hibited was seen at Dolmabacheh Palace — the open- 
ing of the Chambers by him who calls himself the 
descendant of the Khalifs. 

^ The article hj which an attempt was made to justify Midhat’s 
banishment comes among the dispositions diversos at the end 
of the Charter, and has no connection whatever with anything 
which either precedes or follows it Ifc reads thus : 

^^Art. 113, En cas de constatation de faits on d’ indices de 
nature a faire pruvoii des troubles sur iiii point dix territoire de 
rEnipire, lo Gouvernement Imperial a le droit d’y pioclamer T^tat 
de feiege.Les effets de^Tetat siege consistant dans la suspension 
tenipoxaire des lois civiles, le mode d’administration dos localii& 
soumises au regime de letat de siege sera regie par line loi speciale. 
A sa Majeste le Sultan appartient le poiivoir exclusif d’expulser du 
territoire de TEmpire ceux qui a la suite dhnformations dignes de 
confiance recueillies par Tadministration de la police sont xeconnus 
conime portant atteinte a la s'fl.retd de Tetatd’ 

MiJhat was thus ‘‘hoist with his own petard/’ 
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I had a card, and drove, with many others, along 
the noisy main street of Galata, passed Fondookli 
and Tophaneh, and was set down at the palace 
entrance. It was then about one o’clock, and not 
mbre than the ordinary crowd was assembled, either 
on the thoroughfare or at the gates of the imperial 
residence. It was otherwise inside, where halls and 
staircases were swarming with every variety of 
Oriental costumes ; Pashas, Ulemas, and other gran- 
dees being led about, not without some confusion, 
and apparently somewhat- at cross purposes. We 
were however under the escort of an accomplished 
“Young Turk,” an official of the Bureau de la Bresse, 
who showed the way through a perfect labyrinth of 
subterranean passages, and landed us in the office- 
room of Said Pasha, the half- Anglicised Marshal of 
the Palace, whence presently we were ushered into 
the throne-room, the scene of the day’s ceremony. 
The throne-room fills up the central part of the main 
building of the Dolmabacheh Palace, and is without 
doubt the most splendid, and in some respects the 
handsomest hall I have ever seen. Its four walls are 
fronted each by three majestic arches, supported by 
clusters of Corinthian columns, and surmounted by a 
lofty dome encompassing the whole interior of the 
edifice. Opposite to the main entrance, on the side 
overlooking the garden and the Bosphorus, and 
before the central window, had been placed the 
throne, an uncanopied sofa, all gold and diamonds, 
with room for two or three sitters. The room was 

45—2 



08 THE EASTERN QUESTION. 

therwise utterly bare of furniture, if we except a 
ew strips of rich carpet laid in rarious lines along- 
ide and across the parquettod floor. The walls, the 
.rches, and the dome were a mass of gold, tastofally 
liversified with a profusion of ornaments, flowers, 
?-ases, and arabesques, but without either a rcpresen- 
,ation of any living thing, or even a scroll or iuscrip- 
ion; a piece of exaggerated Mohammedan Puritanism 
vhich gave a somewhat dumb and blank aspect to the 
)therwise gorgeous apartment. From the centi*e of 
he dome hung a magnificent cut-glass lustre, and 
)ther gigantic pyramidal chandeliers of the same 
jright material stood in the corneis of the room, 
^^bove the arches on each of the four sides, and 
mderneath the cupola, were galleries, from which 
)ne might have hoped that the beauties of the im- 
)erial harem would be allowed to grace the solem- 
lity with at least a glimpse of their half-veiled, 
uU-moon countenances, but which were only tenanted 
jy a few persons of the less-interesting sex. 

The room was filling rapidly as we were led to 
)ur places under the arches of the southern side 
)f the haU, and on the left of the throne the gaudy 
EJalberdiers of the Sultan — a recent institution of 
:iultan Abd-ul-Medjid, revived by his son Murad' 
during his short and melancholy reign — men all in 
scarlet, with round bonnets surmounted by gaudy 
[)lumes — were drawn up on both sides of the hall. 
At the entrance end were the Heralds, or Kings- 
it-Arms, and here and there thin lines of Tirailleurs 
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witli tlieir rifles. In front of these, on either side 
of the hall, the grandees of the empire began to 
range themselves — on the left, some of the Pashas, 
the Cazaskiers, or supreme magistrates, the Ulemas 
of high degiee, and in the uppermost rank, near the 
throne, the Sheik-ul-Islam, the Head of the Der- 
vishes, and the Sheriff of Mecca ; on the opposite 
side, more Pashas, the Council of State, the Minis- 
ters, and, nearest to the throne, the Grand Vizier ; 
beliind these magnates, a few Patriarchs, the Pahhi, 
and other heads of the non-Mussulman communities, 
the difference between them and the Mollahs and 
Ulemas being that the dominant Church stood con- 
spicuously foremost, while the clergy of the subject 
denominations had to shrink back and almost hide 
themselves in the second or third rank, where they 
' were lost to view. The diplomatists came in a body, 
the Persian Minister leading, and after him the 
other Ministers now present at Constantinople, after 
whom followed the Charges d’ Affaires of the Great 
Powmrs, with their secretaries and dragomans. Of 
the Charges dAffaires, the Pussian alone, M. 
Nelidoff, absented himself, and the Embassy was 
represented by M. Onou, the First Dragoman, a 
circumstance which did not escape notice, especially 
as M. Nelidoff was out riding, and could not plead 
ill-health. The Diplomatic Body was placed on the 
left, in the rear of the throne. 

The spectators being thus in their places, the 
members of the two Houses were marshalled in, and 
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made to stand side by side on the transverse strips 
of carpet, all feeing the throne, the Senators on the 
right, the Deputies on the loft. The Senators, 
whose list had only been published in the evening, 
were about thirty, and were headed by Server Pasha, 
their newly-elccted President. The Deputies mus- 
tered about three times as strong, and their Presi- 
dent was the well-known scholar, Ahmed Vefik 
ElFendi. The Senators, most of them old State 
functionaries, wore their grand official uniforms, with 
orders. The Deputies were in what is here plain 
civil dress, diversified here and there by the quaint 
primitive costumes, the picturesque turbans and 
long-flowing caftans of the remote Arab and Syrian 
provinces. Mussulmans of both Houses were inter- 
mingled, with no apparent distinction, and as, in a 
whisper to a neighbour, I was endeavouring to make 
out from the countenances the faith and nationality 
of the honourable gentlemen, I was taken up short 
by a burly Pasha by my side, who volunteered the 
information that there were here neither Mussul- 
mans, nor Greeks, nor Armenians, but all were 
Osmanlis, or Ottomans — a fact on which I congratu- 
lated him, but about which I reserved my opinion. 
Some of those Osmanli faces, with their complexions 
and expressions, would have been a study for an 
aitist or physiognomist, some for a detective. 

At last, almost on the stroke of two, the cloth of 
gold was removed from the glittering throne, and 
the door on the right leading to the Sultan’s apart- 
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merits was opelied. Kiamil Bej, the master of the 
ceremonies, stepped up to the door, and presently 
fell back before the Sultan, who walked up to the 
throne and stood before it, slightly bowing, his left 
hand resting on the hilt of his sword, while the right 
held the imperial speech rolled up in a scroll. The 
Sultan’s presence was hailed by the Heralds at the 
entrance by three shrill and somewhat unearthly 
yells of “Long live the Padishah !” while the vast 
assemblage remained profoundly silent, the grandees 
in the foremost ranks performing deep obeisances. 
Some of the Sultan’s brothers and other princes of 
the blood had in the meantime taken their places in 
the rear of the throne. Mahmoud Hamad, the 
S^ultan’s brother-in-law, that handsome and portly 
personage, waddled in with Said Pasha, the Marshal 
of the Palace, and other officers of the imperial 
household. At last all were in their places. The 
Sultan gave his speech to the Grand Vizier, who, in 
his turn, delivered it to the First Secretary of the 
Sultan, another Said Pasha, who read it in an 
inaudible voice, the reading lasting about twenty 
minutes. While the speech was being read the 
Sultan remained standing, his left hand resting on 
the hilt of his sword, the right now and then, more 
or less unconsciously, stroking his chin and twirling 
his moustache, a weary look, a somewhat anxious 
expression, gradually settling on his face. We read 
everywhere repeated assurances that the Sultan 
enjoyed the most perfect health ; but the impression 
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the Sovereign made on those who saw him on that 
day .was th^t of one worn and haggard, with much 
less strength than lingers about many a man twice 
his age. 

The speech was simply a recapitulation of the sad 
events which, from the days of Sultan Mahmoud, led 
to the rapid decline and almost downfall of the Otto- 
man Empire, a decline which no attempted reforms 
could avert or delay, for the primary reason, as the 
Sultan thought, that his predecessors clung to a 
despotic system which harboured all the germs of 
evil in its bosom. The experiment of liberal Euro- 
pean institutions was now to be made, from which a 
new life would spring up for the people and for the 
Government. The speech dwelt at some length on 
the financial difficulties of the country, and threw 
out hints as to some possible arrangements with the 
holders of Ottoman bonds. It congratulated the 
country on the peace just concluded with Servia, and 
augured well for the final issue of the pending nego-' 
tiations with Montenegro. It concluded with some 
remarks on the relations of the Porte with foreign 
Powers, touched slightly on the failure of the Con- 
ference, and expressed confidence that the Powers 
would acknowledge in the reforms spontaneously 
contemplated by the Porte something exceeding in 
practical usefulness those which it did not deem it 
expedient to adopt at their suggestion. 

When the reading was at an end the whole cere- 
mony was over. The Sultan retired as he had entered. 
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■with a slight inclination of the head to his assembled 
subjects, which was answered by very low bows on 
the part of the bystanders. The Heralds again 
uttered their sharp and weird shrieks of “ Long live 
the Padishah !” The Sultan vanished by the side 
door, and the assembled multitude left the room 
with the same calm dignity as they had entered it. 

I must not omit to say that the Sultan appeared 
on this, as on former occasions, in the plainest dress 
imaginable — a dark blue frock-coat, buttoned up to 
the chin, without gold lace or any other ornament, 
the plain fez, wdthout the diamond aigrette affected 
by his predecessors, the only distinctive mark being 
the Order of the Osmanieh, and, I was told, the 
gemmed hilt of the sword, which I did not see, as 
the Sultan’s white-gloved left hand rested upon it 
from beginning to end. That severe simplicity, 
contrasted with the mass of gold with which the 
uniforms of all his Pashas, Yiziers, Muchirs, Geniks, 
Ulemas, and other dignitaries were laden, marked 
the Sultan as the first gentleman of Turkey, stand- 
ing apart from all that State, Court, and Church 
multitude. The whole ceremony was performed with 
that silent and dignified gravity which characterises 
Oriental life in all its phases, and was sufficiently 
imposing and impressive, notwithstanding that, ex- 
cept the reading of the speech, all the business of 
the day was acted in dumb show. Just as all was 
over and the Sultan had made his bow, the heavy 
ordnance of the ironclads moored close to the palace 
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gave voice, and their joyous thunder was responded 
to by the cannon of the forts, and, re-echoed by eveiy 
clitf, bay and bend of the shore on either side of the 
Bosphorus, they filled the air with grand Titanic 
music, with which the clear sky, the bright spring 
day and the rippling sea admirably harmonised. 

Immediately after the opening ceremony the two 
Chambers adjourned to their respective Houses at 
Dar-el-Founoum, where they were allowed to sit 
during the best part of the six months allowed to 
them for a session. There were now in Turkey men 
privileged to say whatever their hearts prompted, and 
responsible for their words neither to the Sultan nor 
even to the law, but to God alone. The sittings of 
the Senate were held with closed doors, but to the 
Lower House admission could be obtained by tickets, 
and reports, good or bad, of secret discussions were 
,invaiiably made pubhe. The Senate consisted at 
first of twenty-two members, to which veiy few ad- 
ditions were made. The Deputies never reached the 
appointed number of 120 ; the Ottoman Parliament 
had thus the advantage over the representative as- 
semblies of other countries, that it was a small flock, 
sure to be quiet and orderly and to have only few 
black sheep among its members. 

The members of this first or preliminary Chamber, 
elected at haphazard, and somewhat informally, under 
Government influence, consisted for the most part 
of former functionaries, and of Notables from among 
the classes whose instincts ought to be Conservative ; 
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but it was impossible that there should not have crept 
in among the number men of a tame and submissive 
disposition, and also a few crotchety minds with views 
and aspirations of their own and a spirit of contra- 
diction which it would be dangerous to humour, yet 
by no means safe to oppose. Indeed we were as- 
sured that not a few among these members, both 
Mussulmans and Christians, loudly proclaimed in ail 
men’s hearing that, as they were called together to 
speak out, they would not fail to give the Govern- 
ment the full benefit of their opinions, were the con- 
sequence of them bold language to be expulsion from 
the Chamber, or even imprisonment and banishment. 

The real truth is that Midhat, or those who under- 
took to carry out Midhat’s scheme of a Constitutional 
Charter, did not well consider how much easier it is 
to crush a people’s mind utterly and deprive thfem of 
all speech than to open their lips, with no matter 
how full a confidence that their minds will always be 
under control, and then prevent them speaking other- 
wise than as they are bidden. There was hardly 
anything that might be called public opinion in 
Turkey, and the notions about right and wrong in 
political matters, even of such men as Midhat, were 
exceedingly crude and vague ; but the instinct to 
inquire, to find fault, to point out evils and suggest 
remedies is instinctive to all men. However power- 
less it might be here for any practical good, it was 
sure to create and foster an agitation of which it was 
not easy to foresee the consequences. The same 
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might be said of the Press, which had hitherto been 
very harshly and arbitrarily dealt with, which had 
to depend on such limited patronage as the small 
portion of the many-tongued reading public afforded, 
and which yet held up its head not discreditably, 
some of the journals like the Coumer d’ Orient, the 
Stcmhoul, and the Phare du Bosphore, not only 
boasting writers of considerable talent, but not 
unfrequently coming out with leading articles, 
the free audacity of which the Government did 
not always venture to repress. But, whatever 
might be thought of the capabilities of this delibera- 
tive body, which “ Old Turkey ” denounced as “ ce 
malheureax enfant qui gdtera tout’’ there could be 
no two opinions about its President, Ahmed Vefik, 
who has turned out a wretched failure, and has never- 
theless not yet been removed. The man knows 
enough of English to have heard that the House of 
Commons is ruled by a “ Speaker,” and probably 
conceived that his duty as a president was to 
“ speak ” for the whole assembly. Elderly gentle- 
men from remote provinces came before their col- 
leagues with written speeches, which they muttered 
in a low and timid voice. In two minutes, lo ! the 
President pt'end la parole comme depute, and launches 
out into a long comment or refutation, his voice being 
almost alone heard from the beginning to the end of 
the sitting. A dictatorial, pedantic President, he 
even forgets himself so far as to cry, “Suss or ‘‘Hold 
your tongue !” when contradicted — a mode of closing 
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a controversy which is considered the height of ill- 
breeding among civilised Osmanlis. The fact is that 
Ahmed V efik, with all his scholarship, had long been 
set aside as an unpractical man. He lived for many 
yeais as a disappointed lecluse, and was more fit to 
keep a school than to direct a Parliament. He has 
already in two or three instances been outvoted by a 
large majority, and there was a strong party among 
the deputies and among the public who thought that 
the man was in the wrong place, and that he should 
be sent back to his hermitage at Roumeli Hissar, 
and his successor no longer appointed by the Sultan, 
but, as in all other Parliaments, by free election. 
Strange to say, this Ahmed Vefik, who is in many 
respects a Conservative from sheer Chauvinism, was 
sufficiently unwise to countenance, if not to promote, 
discussions on topics of foreign policy, in which the 
Chamber, so far as it lay in its power, prejudged 
open questions and embarrassed the G-overnment. 
The same idle declamations which were heard from 
Midhat’s “ National Council,” when the rejection of 
the proposals of the Conference was resolved upon, 
have been again and again indulged in when such 
questions as the conditions of peace with Montenegro, 
or the declaration of war to Bussia came in for dis- 
cussion. In some cases the Chamber was merely 
the echo of the settled determination of the Govern- 
ment, but again in others it volunteered unasked 
opinions, broke out in compromising invectives, and 
made indiscreet suggestions or put forth preposterous 
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demands. It, for instance, questioned the wisdom 
of trusting a certain financial agent with so important 
a mission as the negotiation of a loan in foreign 
countries, calling the man very hard names; it moved 
that Midhat should be recalled and tried ; it re- 
peatedly called for the repeal of the obnoxious 
Minister of War, Eedif Pasha ; it proposed the im- 
peachment of Mahmoud Nedim, the Grand Vizier of 
Sultan Abd-ul-Aziz, for peculation, when some very 
awkward remarks were made as to the proneness 
both past and present Ministers evinced to enrich 
themselves at fhe public expense. Finally it up- 
braided the wealthier classes of the community for 
their slackness in coming to the relief of the dis- 
tressed treasury by subscriptions on behalf of the 
army, contrasting in this respect the niggardliness of 
the rich with the eagerness with which the poor 
hastened to drop their mite into the War Office strong 
boxes, never considering that a subscription is, at the 
best, but a clumsy, and by no means a fair way of 
providing for the exigencies of the exchequer, and 
indeed that it is rather an encouragement held out 
to the many stingy and selfish at the expense of the 
free-handed and genei'ous. The Deputies seemed not 
yet to have learnt that it was for them not to beg, 
but to take what the State required, to see that the 
public burdens be adequate to the public wants, and 
that they fall equally on all subjects in just propor- 
tion to their wealth. When the tax-gatherer had 
brought in his full public harvest it would be time 
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to see what the solicitor for alms could glean out of 
private charity. 

In matters of actual legislation however though 
the Deputies’ speech was free, their vote was always 
at the beck either of the Ministers or of the con- 
siderable Mussulman majority. The law of Vilayets, 
or Provincial law, the Electoral law, and the Press 
law marked no very decisive steps in the way of 
liberal progress, and as to the budget, their discus- 
sions, if any occurred, did not fill many columns in 
the public prints. 

The Deputies however touched on some points 
which ought to have been of vital importance for the 
welfare of the empire, and in the debates on those 
subjects the ugly side of the Eastern question soon 
became apparent. The Sultan had, in his speech 
from the throne, given credit to his predecessors, 
going back to the date of the Conquest, for the 
liberality with which they had at aH times respected 
“ the creed, the nationahty, and the names of the 
subject-races.” In the address which was to be sent 
back to the Sultan, and which was as usual merely an 
echo of his speech, it was proposed to add to those 
three boons vouchsafed by the conquerors to the van- 
quished also that of language ; but the motion was, 
with unnecessary harshness and abruptness, com- 
bated by the President, who contended that the 
nation had “ only one and the same language.” A 
Greek Deputy, Sarakiotti, suggested that, although 
the country might have one common official tongue, 
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yet other idioms existed, necessaiy at least for 
ecclesiastical and educational purposes. The Presi- 
dent seemed to insist that those languages had no 
right whatever to exist, and were doomed to dis- 
appear, and upon the Greek attempting to reply, he 
thundered forth his ‘‘ Suss /” and declared that the 
subject must drop. Deputies are as yet too ill- 
prepared for such rebukes to protest against unbe- 
coming despotic treatment, but the time will surely 
soon come when they will learn to stand upon their 
rights, and when subjects of vital importance will 
not be dismissed by a mere “ Suss !” Meanwhile, 
there is no doubt that the question of language must, 
if a Constitution and decentralisation are to be 
realised in the Ottoman Empire, crop up at every 
moment, and from a variety of causes. In a memo- 
randum of a late Grand Vizier, Aali Pasha, written 
in 1867, and published 'in the Allgemeive Zeitung of 
the 18th of September, 1876, a most interesting 
document, this matter of language is discussed at 
full length, the intelligent Grand Vizier asserting 
that, “ although the Christians might, upon the in- 
troduction of free institutions, soon overpower the 
Mussulmans by their intelligence, their thrift, their 
wealth, and other advantages, the Osmanlis or Turks 
would always be able, by the mere means of their 
language, to hold their own, not only against the 
Christians, but also against the Arabs, Kurds, 
Poniaks, Circassians, and other Mohammedans of 
the subject-races.” Midhat Pasha was aware of the 
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immense advantage wliich language would give to 
Ms own people when he made it imperative in Ms 
Constitution that every member of the National 
Assembly should know how to read and, '' as much 
as possible,” to write the Turkish language. That 
the Ottomans, if they were to constitute a nation, 
should have a national language was reasonable 
enough ; but if, as Ahmed Vefik hinted, that lan- 
guage was to be forced down the people’s throats 
and supersede the Greek, ArmeMan, etc,, in the 
schools, and eventually in the churches, it is evident 
that such a change could .only be effected by a 
struggle of wMch no man could anticipate either 
the magnitude or the issue. It is difficult to see 
how subjects of this nature can be excluded from 
Parliamentary deliberation, or how they can be 
discussed either in the Chamber or by the press 
without giving rise to an agitation endangering the 
very existence of the empire. Yet Constitutional 
life can be had at no other price, and it is absolutely 
necessary either that truth, reason, and justice 
should have a fair open field, or that opinion should 
be put down by main brute force, as it has Mtherto 
been. 

Again, in the discussion of the Loi des Vilayets, 
or Bill for the re-orgamsation of the Provincial 
Administration, with which the Chamber was busy 
for several weeks, the question of the admission of 
an equal number of Mussulman and non-Mussulman 
— i.e. faithful and infidel members, into the. Councils, 
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irrespectively of the numhei'S of the population — 
cropped up almost at every sitting, and was equally 
objected to by Mohammodan and Christian Depu- 
ties, both on the ground of the undue ascendency 
that such an arrangement gave to the minority in 
every community, and because it maintained that 
distinction between men of different faith which the 
Constitution had abolished, and wherein indeed 
lay the main sore of the body politic of the country. 
In the sitting of the 17th of April, for instance, 
Hadji Vassii Effendi, the member for Rhodes, ob- 
served that in one of the districts of his province, 
the Archipelago, there were 2000 Christian and 25 
Mussulman families, and in that of Menteche 4000 
Mussulman and 25 Christian families. Should these 
distinctions be suppressed, and should the electors 
be all looked upon as Ottomans, as is most clearly 
ordered, and should they be all free to choose their 
representatives wherever they wished, there could 
be no cause for complaint. But here was applied 
to the whole empire the experiment which so sig- 
nally failed in' Crete, and the result was sure to be 
the same dissatisfaction and ferment in every pro- 
vince as there has been for the last ten years in that 
island. Strange to say, the arguments urged in 
favour of the clause were ; that it provided for the 
representation of minorities, and that the inequalities 
complained of in the minor councils would he 
smoothed down by mutual concession in the general 
assemblies. This would be the same as if in Eng- 
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land or in any other Euiopean country Liberals and 
Conservatives should be bound by law to return an 
equal number of members for all municipal and pro- 
vincial boards^ in the hope that whatever undue 
weight was given to the representation of one party 
in local councils would find its balance in the 
national Parliament. All reasoning on the subject 
was however to no purpose. In an earlier debate 
the Greek Deputy, Sarakiotti, was bidden by the 
President to hold his tongue, and towards the close 
of the discussion the answer was, “All has been 
said, the phrase must abide as it is.” The Presi- 
dent then put the question to the vote, bidding 
those who wished the phrase “ Mussulman and non- 
Mussulman” to remain, raise their hands, when 
only about half a score of Greeks crossed their arms 
on their breasts, aU the other members — Turks, 
Armenians, etc. — raising their hands. Even aftej^- 
the vote a Deputy, Cantardji Effendi, said that the 
Chamber had no right to establish a rule repugnant 
to the Constitution, as by Article iVl it was for 
the Senate to interpret the clauses of the Constitu- 
tion. All was of no avail. The objection came too 
late. Thus the great cardinal point of distinction 
between race and creed was laid at rest for the 
present. A Mussulman Deputy, Manouk Effendi 
Karadja, expressed a hope that “in soine twenty 
years, when, with the progress of instruction, greater 
uniformity of opinion should arise, it would be time 
to take such proposals into consideration ; but just 
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now, with the differences of creed, of race, of tem- 
perament, nothing could be changed. 

And if nothing was to be changed it was evidently 
a foUy to think of charters or Parliaments in Turkey, 
and it becomes very clear that the Grand Vizier, 
Edhem Pasha, was right when he said, as reported 
by the Tiirguie, that either the Deputies must learn 
to hold their tongues, or they will have to be sent 
about their business — “ Either they or we (the 
Government) must be shut up.” 
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CHAPTEB XI. 

THE GOVEENMENT. 

THE SOVEREIGN AND HIS STATESMEN — THE CABINET AND THE 
CAMABILLA. — TDBKISH ADMINISTRATION. — THE PORTE IGNORANT 
OF THE ANDRASST NOTE — STATE BESINESS IN TURKEY. — ATROCI- 
TIES IN THE CAPITAL. — AIVADIAN. — ALI NASMI. — TURKISH PRISONS 
— BULGARIAN PRISONERS. — CASSAPE — KEMAL BAY. — A NETT 
CHAPTER OP HORRORS. 

Even had it been possible at any time for the 
Midhat Constitution, or for any other imaginable 
charter to work any good for Turkey, it would not 
have been easy for it to overcome the difficulties 
arising from its inopportune promulgation. The 
empire had then still an open insurrection in some 
of its provinces, and a precarious armistice with two 
of its semi-independent principalities ; and it was 
awaiting the upshot of diplomatic transactions, the 
failure of which left it exposed to a quarrel with one 
of the mightiest European states. Liberties were 
bestowed upon the Ottoman people under circum- 
stances in which it is deemed advisable for other 
nations to suspend their liberties ; in which the 
safety of the people becomes the supreme law, and 
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individual rights are, if not formally, at least virtually 
in abeyance. 

No important changes, moreover, were ever effected 
in any community without the providential agency 
of a great man ; a Cavour for the Kingdom of Italy, 
a Bismarck for the German Empire. But no master 
mind, no truly noble heart, no king of men, made 
his appearance in Turkey’s sore need. Of three 
Sultans who followed upon one another within the 
space of about three months, the first was done away 
with as a monster, the second was shut up as a 
lunatic, the third must be reckoned among the Sove‘- 
reigns who reign and rule not. Every man who 
ever came back after an interview with Abd-ul 
Hamid invariably brought with him the impression 
that the Padishah was a “poor thing.” This re- 
ferred, of course, to his physical appearance, to a 
frame constitutiqnally weak and worn out by the 
early debaucheries and even the recent dissipations 
of harem life. With respect to his mental faculties, 
there was indeed some conflict of opinions, but Mr. 
Layard, the Ambassador temporarily accredited to 
his Court in Sir Henry Elliot’s absence, is almost the 
only one who seems in his frequent interviews with 
the Sultan to have conceived a very favourable 
notion of his intelligence, as well as of the benevo- 
lence and true liberality of his disposition. For 
some time it was even thought and said that the 
Sultan exhibited the S3nnptoms of that fitful melan- 
choly, of those nameless fears and flashes of wrath 
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3h broke out into actual madness in the case of 
brother, and with which the blood of this latter 
oration of the House of Osman seems irremediably 
ted, ' Be it as it may, it is evident that Abd-ul- 
aid has no will of his own, and almost from his 
ssion he has been more hopelessly a slave of his 
fundings than even his uncle, Abd-ul-Aziz, ever 
of his Ministers. The graciousness and gene- 
y of the would-be popular Sovereign are seen in 
sagerness to dispense with servile adoration and 
rt etiquette, in the ease with which he sits at 
same table or is driven in the same carriage 
his advisers, and in the readiness with which he 
w open the gates of his gardens of Yildiz Kiosk 
he amusement of the metropolitan multitude, 
expressly excluding Mussulman women. But 
-ul-Hamid is no statesman-king, and he has no 
I in the choice of his statesmen. He was him- 
chosen by his brother’s Ministers ; and he sacri- 
Mehemet Kushdi to Midhat, and Midhat to 
nen who since Midhat’s fall have had their feet 
beir imperial master’s neck, Mahmoud Damad, 
Sultan’s brother-in-law, and Said Pasha,' the 
ate among brutes,” as he called himself, the 
her-in-law’s brother-in-law. The amount of mis- 
F these palace minions did and are doing, in 
irting the feeble Padishah’s good intentions will, 
aps, never be fully known. It was by them that 
hat was removed, and it was by them that Eedif, 
Seraskier, or War Minister, has in these latter 
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days, July 13 th, no one knows by what means or 
for how long a period, been almost miraculously got 
out of the way. Of Midhat’s abilities, and of his 
sincerity, I have already expressed my frank opinion ; 
he may thank his violent political death, as many 
a statesman before him had reason to be grateful for 
a timely natural decease — opportmiitate mortis — 
but the way in which he discounted a Parliament 
that was yet to be elected, both in his dealings with 
the Conference and in his transaction with the Eng- 
lish agents for the holders of the Guaranteed Loans, 
sufficiently proved that his Charter was meant for 
an instrument, not to do good, but to sanction evil ; it 
was the mere hypocrisy of a Constitution, a homage 
paid by tyranny to Liberalism. At the time of Mid- 
hat’s fall it was sheer chance which brought Edhem 
to the palace, when the thought that a successor 
to the disgraced Grand Vizier must be appointed 
struck Midhat’s victorious enemies. Mahmoud 
Damad, who from the outset aspired to the Prime 
Minister’s place, never mustered up sufficient courage 
to seize on an office which must necessarily remove 
him from his brother-in-law’s side. The Grand 
Vizier-maker, he understood, could not be Grand 
Vizier ; so Edhem was made to fill the vacancy, on 
the understanding that his appointment was to be 
for a week or a fortnight at the utmost, and he 
abode always in the expectation of being superseded, 
and for the only reason that no possible Sadrazam 
was forthcoming, that would less presume to do 
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good or less dare to prevent evil. Men of average 
abilities in a subordinate capacity were and are to 
be found here and there in the various departments 
of the Ottoman administration; but as to a real 
Minister, a real leader of the Government, it can 
safely be said that throughout this anxious crisis 
Turkey never had one in the Cabinet, as she never 
had a general able to avail himself of her soldiers’ 
undoubted bravery in the field. 

But even had the head and every member of the 
Ottoman Government been men of transcendent 
genius, and had the times been’ the most peaceful 
and orderly, it is not easy to imagine how shape and 
method could be introduced into an administration in 
which chaos reigns supreme, which has no traditions, 
and in which every functionary seems to have hardly 
any connection either with his actual colleagues or 
with his predecessors. The world was amazed to 
hear how the proceedings of the Conference had to 
be interrupted for two or three days because neither 
of the Ottoman Plenipotentiaries — not Edhem lately 
Ambassador in Berlin, and not Safvet Pasha, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs — “ had ever heard of, 
or at least read, the Andrassy Note,” and when it 
was handed to them, another day was required to 
enable them to have it translated. The European 
delegates, their secretaries and others in attendance, 
if they ever crossed over from Pera to Stamboul on 
business, became familiar with official manners and 
customs which astonished even more than it amused 
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them. The following is almost verbatim the account 
that one of the gentlemen of Lord Salisbury’s suite 
gave of his interview with the under-Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, a Greek, a Christian, an accom- 
plished and genial man, of acknowledged abilities, 
and well acquainted with the organisation of more 
advanced communities. 

“ I drove across the bridge,” he said, “ and found 
myself at the House whose door or ‘ Porte ’ repre- 
sents the Government, the Sovereign, and the very 
might and greatness of the Ottoman Empire. The 
Sublime Porte is a plain, low, wooden building with 
entrances at various sides, a labyrinth of staircases, 
passages, and corridors leading to endless apartments, 
the deal boards of the floor all uncarpeted, those of 
the walls not painted or whitewashed ; and the 
whole palace inside and out undistinguishable from 
the commonest cattle-shed or improvised barrack. 
In every passage and at every door you have a 
throng ; a clatter of heavy-booted or slipshbd feet 
quite as incessant and almost as noisy as you have 
left behind you at the Karakeui bridge ; women as 
many as men ; dervishes, cavasses, Greek priests, 
Persians, Circassians, and negroes ; all the medley 
and riffraff of the East. ‘ Entrance free,’ as at the 
bazaars ; no porter or porter’s lodge, no guards, no 
guidance or inscription to point out the way; ap- 
parently no division of labour, no ofiicial departments. 
With the exception of the War Office, which is at 
the Seraskierate, the Ministry of Marine at the 
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Admiralty, and the Finance, which has a palace of 
its own, all the Ministerial offices are here. It is 
here, especially, that a European may hope to find 
those he is most likely to seek, the Grand Vizier, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and his Secretary. 

“ If you have the carte du pays, or a eavass, or 
vcdet de place, to show the way, you walk in at once 
where you list, for the salle des pasperdus is unknown 
in Turkey, and pne need not cool his heels in the 
corridors unless such is his pleasure. You just step 
in, and find yourself in the presence of some high 
functionary — say the Musteshar, or under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs. He rises from his seat, 
shakes hands with his visitors in the European 
fashion, but with the most consummate Eastern 
grace and courtesy ; and, if you are a distinguished 
visitor, makes room for you on his own sofa or settee. 
Presently coffee and cigarettes are handed to the new 
comers, no allusion to business being allowed, and 
hardly any conversation except a flattering but some- 
what languid interchange of compliments, till those 
rites of hospitality are gone through. Meanwhile, 
you have leisure to look round and take stock of the 
things and persons about you. It may be some sur- 
prise for an utter stranger to find himself in a room 
utterly destitute of furniture, unless one counts as 
such the row of settees which runs all round the 
room, and the little strips of carpet spread here and 
there in front of them. Before the great man of the 
office there is a small table with nothing on it except 
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a little black pot, wliich may be an inkstand, and a 
bundle of cigarettes. Nearly tbe whole range of the 
sebtees is occupied by a motley crowd, chiefly drago- 
mans from the Embassies, petitioners, subordinate 
officials, personal friends, or simply idlers and loafers 
of unknown station or description. These are here 
apparently on no particular errand ; there they sit 
quietly, now and then hazarding some innocent 
observation in whispers, or exchanging telegraphic 
nods and smiles, temenahs, or other dumb saluta- 
tions as they take their seats on coming in, or rise 
from them in' going out, 

The fact is that the Turks, and the Christians 
who associate with them, are still faithful to their 
tent-life traditions. They know little of our home 
luxuries even in their harems, and nothing whatever 
in their places of business. They want neither chairs 
nor tables, and look upon everything besides a bit of 
carpet as superfluities. They like to squat on the 
floor, to eafc their dinner off it, without forks or 
spoons, to look at one another with their chins on 
their knees, nursing their legs and holding their 
tongues. Your Musteshar, though perfectly con- 
versant with European usages, must conform to 
Turkish customs at least in his office, whatever he 
may do at his private residence. When the little 
disturbance produced by the stranger’s entrance has 
subsided, and the silence of a Quaker meeting has 
gone on to a sufficient length, the order of the day is 
resumed, and one of the assembled company, or a 
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new comer, steps up to the under-Secretary, when 
business begins in good earnest. ' Ha, yes ! it is 

you, X / says the under-Secretary, addressing a 

Russian dragoman ; ‘ you are welcome— here I hare 
your affair.’ And out from under some cushion of 
the great man’s sofa he produces a silk bag, tied up 
with strings, filled with papers crumpled and jumbled 
together in such confusion as no thrifty housekeeper 
would tolerate in the arrangement of her tradesmen’s 
bills. That bag and others of the same description 
answer the pur]3ose of the drawers, strong boxes, 
shelves, and pigeon-holes of an archive for the State 
documents of th§ Foreign Department. ‘ Here, I 
have it,’ says the Secretary, rummaging in that chaos. 

‘ Stay, no, this is not it ; where has it thrust itself 
now? It was here this morning; it was here last 

evening. Sal d propos, here, Y ,’ he continues, 

'abruptly turning to another person, an English drago- 
man — ‘ this is the copy of the note you called for 
on Monday — ^you remember — ^when we had such ^ 
famous hunt after it, and now here the wretched 
paper is staring at us, biting us. There, you have 

all you want. As to you, X , I must look into 

this other bag. Hang it! not here either! nor here! 

nor here! Upon my word, X , you will have to 

come again for it to-morrow or next day. I shall be 

in luck then as I have been with Y to-day.” 

' This may seem a slovenly way of carrying on the 
affairs of an empire ; but it has at least the advan- 
tage that, at a pinch, the Musteshar may ride away 
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with the archives of his department in his saddle- 
bags ; for the Turk is, and will be to the end of time, 
a nomad ; his instinct is that he has no abiding city 
here,” and must in any emergency be ready for a 
flitting. That explains how it is that a census of 
the population, the registration of landed property, 
surveys, and map-making are such impracticable 
operations under Turkish rule. The Turk is no clerk ; 
his pen is a reed ; he uses the smallest slips of paper ; 
the palm of his left hand is his writing-table, and his 
alphabet is so complicate an affair, I am told, that it 
takes a smart lad six years’ labour to learn to read ; 
and the repugnance of your good Mussulman to 
“ black and white ” is traditionally so great that he 
is said to look upon a written contract as something 
liable, if not actually intended, to be torn, while he 
is never known to break his pledged word. “ S&ripta 
pereimt, verba manent not as with us, “ Verba 
volant, scnpta manent." 

“But,” my informant continues, “your call upon 
the Musteshar was perhaps merely a visit of cere- 
mony, or you may object to enter into any explana- 
tion before the promiscuous company which makes 
of his office a lounge or gossip room ; sx> you make 
Up your mind to take leave, and adjourn for a more 
intimate interview to the Secretary’s private resi- 
dence, unless you prefer to apply to the Pasha, his 
chief, or to the Grand Vizier himself at his konak 
The konak, or private dwelling, is scarcely less 
accessible than the bureau; but it has this advantage, 
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that it boasts antechambers as well as chambers, 
and the Great Man has to be reached through a little 
preliminary ordeal, requiring something like delibera- 
tion and perseverance on the part of his visitors. An 
unknown stranger’s admission at the door and into 
the waiting-room — as was seen in the instance 
of Hassan, the Circassian murderer at Midhat’s 
honak — is the easiest matter. You find a crowd 
there, persons of high, low, and nondescript rank, all 
seated, all silent, demure and patient, looking as if 
they had been there for - years, and meant to bide 
there for years to come. Most of them have 
avowedly no business ; they haunt the Minister’s 
antechamber as amateurs, to see or to hear what is 
going on, or to enjoy an easy seat under a water- 
tight roof, and in a pleasantly warm ambient, just as 
Italians bask in the sun in winter and call it ' burning 
a cheap faggot.’ You are met as you enter by a kind 
of master of the ceremonies, a poor relative or humble 
friend and chent of the Great Man, who, with many 
bows and much fidgeting of his right hand from his 
knees to his forehead, motions you to a seat, and 
presently sees that the inevitable cup of thick coffee 
and the cigarette are properly handed to you. Then 
there you are, and there you sit. You try your 
French with the Great Man’s gentleman, but the 
headway you make is not much. No one asks your 
business, or even supposes you to have any, and soon 
your very presence in the anteroom is forgotten, 
and you may play Patience on a Monument from 
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morning to evening, without a hint ever being 
thrown out that the seat you are now occupying 
may be wanted for another’s accommodation. If you 
actually ask to see the Great Man, you are of course 
assured, with the most refined politeness, that he 
will be delighted to see you, but ‘ he is busy ’ just 
now and you must have patience for a few minutes. 
And you wait, and you wait, till either your power 
of endurance is worn out and you go away, or it 
suddenly strikes you that you might as well try to 
foraer la consigne and break through, when the 
master of the ceremonies, perceiving that you will 
take no denial, finds out all at once that the Great 
Man is perhaps disengaged ; he hastens into the pre- 
sence preceding you, but leaving you, after all, to 
tell your name and introduce yourself, or the Great 
Man to guess who you are as he can. You are not 
likely to find the Great Man alone, or to get him to 
take the hint that the business which brings you to 
him is of a private character. At all events he 
understands, or pretends to understand, no European 
language, and will not dispense with the interven- 
tion of dragomans. For the Turk has a deep- 
rooted aversion to tete-a-tete business of any kind, 
and especially to such as has to be negotiated with 
those ^ hatted Giaours ’ who have lately been so 
sorely plaguing him with ‘autonomies, equality of 
races and creeds, and whole duties of men.’ When 
closeted with you, however, the Great Man professes 
himself delighted to see you ; he is all attention, all 
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deference, all amiable assent to whatever you may 
have to tell him. ‘ To be sure ! you are quite right ! 
Nothing could be more lucid, more reasonable, more 
undeniable than what you say.’ Your arguments are 
irrefutable ; yqur demand granted sooner than made. 

‘ If what you ask is only difficult, it shall be done ; if 
it is impossible, it is done.’ Your Pasha or Yizier is 
a very phoenix among statesmen. You go away 
charmed both with him and with yourself, and in- 
ordinately proud of the success of your clever little 
diplomatic management. Days pass however and 
somehow things remain as they were ; not a word 
referring to your particular affair reaches you. You 
are surprised at first, then vexed and impatient'. You 
begin to apprehend that you have been jockeyed. 
You go back to the Jconah You find your Glreat Man 
blander than ever, more than ever ready to give 
smiles and oblige ; but somehow the thing has slipped 
from his memory ; he will have to talk the matter 
over with his superior, or to consult his subaltern 
about it; it will have to go through the many 
windings and turnings of the Circumlocution Office, 
and eventually to be sent up to the Sultan for his final 
sanction. Meanwhile the Great Man ' greatly 
regrets he is very busy,’ or he has a bad headache, 
unfitting him for work or even talk, or he is wanted 
at Court or in Council. He has no time to bestow 
on you or your business. Whab seemed as good as 
done on the first interview has become not so easily 
manageable at the second visit ; it looms more and 
VOL. II. 47 



338 THE EASTERN QUESTION. 

more formidable on tbe third and fourth ; its diffi- 
culties growing from day to day to such an ex- 
tent that you end by doubting whether your life- 
time will be long enough to enable you to overcome 
them before all is over.” 

Such is the experience of every man whose poli- 
tical, religious, commercial, or any other imaginable 
affair has to be transacted with their Highnesses 
and Excellencies at the head of the Ottoman Go- 
vernment, especially if these have to be pestered 
about reforms in their administration or dunned 
about payment of overdue coupons. A Turkish 
Minister is too much of a gentleman to say Nay ” 
in plain words ; but, on the other hand, there is no 
man who can more adroitly or more unconscionably 
lead you by the nose, evade, baffle and wear you out 
by delays, chicanes, and downright thimble-rigging 
tricks, reserving to himself only to grant your 
demand when he finds that you have both the wiU 
and the power to enforce it. 

Lest people should feel inclined to laugh at these 
primitive ways of the men at the head of the Turkish 
administration, it should be remembered that it has 
its tragic as well as its comic side. At the time of 
the Servian war a good friend of mine, residing at 
Xadikeui, across the Bosphorus, near Scutari, told 
me that on the 24th of July he saw several steamers 
arriving laden with wounded soldiers from the seat 
of war, who were conveyed on stretchers from the 
landing-place to the Turkish hospital at Haidar 
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Pasha, not far from the English cemetery at Scutari. 
The convoy lasted several hours, and nothing could 
be more miserable than the appearance of these poor 
sufferers, dirty, evidently half-starved, hardly covered 
with the mere shreds and patches of their military 
costume. They were landed not at the railway pier, 
which is only 200 yards from the hospital, but at 
Modah Bournou, the extreme end of Kadikeui, at 
the distance of nearly two miles, and had thus to 
endure an unnecessary hour of hard jolting over 
rough roads, the groans their torture wrung from 
them being, as my friend said, '' truly horrible.” 
The only explanation that this apparent cruelty 
admitted of was that the authorities were unwilling 
to allow theii' many wounded to go through the 
Scutari suburbs inhabited by Turks, where the sight 
of their sufferings and of the wretched condition in 
which they were brought back might have created a 
dangerous commotion among the people, and pi'e- 
ferred to smuggle them round the outskirts of Kadi- 
keui, through an almost entirely Christian quarter, 
where no disturbance could be apprehended — the 
torture of the poor soldiers being thus aggravated 
by a diabolically political desire to conceal it. 

I have given these particulars, on the perfect 
truthfulness of which I firinly rely, because they 
convey a clear evidence of the clumsiness and reck- 
lessness with which the military as well as every 
other department of the public service in Turkey is 
managed. I am perfectly willing to acquit the 

47—2 



340 THE EASTERN (QUESTION. 

Turks of wanton and deliberate inhumanity. They 
simply know no better. • You need hardly visit 
their hospitals or prisons ; indeed, yon have only to 
walk along the streets of their towns, large or small, 
to see the undeniable signs of a sorrowfully back- 
ward, if not obstinately stationary, civilisation. 

The worst cases, however, are not those w’hich m^ay 
be ascribed to carelessness and improvidence. I could 
quote many instances of deliberate and refined savage- 
ness, and charge with them even the Grand Vizier, 
Mehemet Rushdi, an old man who for some time, 
so far as humane feehngs go, has been held fo be 
somewhat above the common run of Pashas. The 
editors of three Armenian journals published in 
Constantinople — the Hairenik, the Ararat, and the 
Medjimonar — had published a letter giving an 
account of some cruelties and brutalities committed 
by the military in several villages of the district of 
Shanar, near Trebizond, and especially on some 
Armenian priests. These outrages, the letter stated, 
were of so grave a nature, that the Imam of one of 
the mosques, a witness of the occurrence, had ven- 
tured to remonstrate with the officers, a captain and 
a major, by whose order the Armenians were ill- 
treated. Two of the three editors (for one happened 
to be absent) were brought before Blaque Bey, the 
director of the Bureau de la Presse, who sent them 
on to the Grand Vizier. By both these functionaries 
the editors were upbraided as bad citizens and called 
by opprobrious names, and were at last ordered off 
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by the Grand Vizier to the central office of the 
police. As tbey were leaving tbe andience-room of 
the Grand Vizier they saw themselves surrounded 
in the antechamber by about thirty yahvers, zap- 
tiehs, and cavasses, who called for ropes to tie their 
hands behind their backs. One of the editors, M. 
Aivadian, of the Ararat, mistaking their purpose, 
and thinking the ropes were to be used to hang 
them, called out “ Murder,” and raised so loud an 
' alarm that people outside thought that an attempt 
was being made on the Grand Vizier’s life, where- 
upon 'the man was fallen upon by those alguazils, 
stunned with blows, felled to the ground, and kicked 
in vital parts with such viciousness as to confine him 
to his bed for several days. The prisoners were 
then pinioned and taken to the police station, where, 
after a few idle questions, they were released on 
bail Their troubles however were not yet over, 
for they were bidden to go to Trebizonde, where an 
inquiry Avas to be instituted to test the truth of the 
statements contained in the letter which they had 
reproduced. 

The inquiry proved that the editors, far from 
exaggerating, had greatly understated the outrages 
their correspondence had exposed. In the mean- 
while the unfortunate M. Aivadian had received in 
the Vizier’s antechamber, and within hearing of the 
Great Man, severe and cruel hurts, of which he died 
after long sufferings ; when the Armenians of Con- 
stantinople, moved by the atrocity of the case out of 



m TRE EASTERN QUESTION. 

their habitual timidity, attended his funeral en masse, 
with a display of feelings and an outspoken sympathy 
for the deceased which almost amounted to a bold 
political demonstration. 

Agreater sensation however was made by a far more 
brutal case, for which a far more brutal man than 
Mehemet E-ushdi was answerable ; I allude to that 
of Ali Nasmi, the young military student who was 
reported as having been bastinadoed to death at the 
Seraskierate. A telegram announcing the atrocious 
deed appeared in the Times of the 10th of April, 
1877, and was somewhat vaguely and clumsily con- 
tradicted by the Ottoman Ambassador, Musurus Pasha, 
when a more precise statement was printed in the 
Times of the 16 th. It was as follows . 

‘^As I was about to close my letter on Friday 
last, information was brought to me that a student 
of the Military School at Pancaldi, by name Ali 
Nasmi, had been bastinadoed to death in one of the 
prisons of the Seraskierate, or War Office, Stamboul. 
The deed seemed to me so atrocious that I should 
have hesitated to report it, had not the particulars 
been insisted on with so much earnestness by my 
informant as to leave me no doubt about the truth 
of this terrible narrative. I have since received full 
confirmation that the talo is in the main perfectly 
true, though I am now able to modify it in some 
of its circumstances. I now return therefore to the 
subject. 

Four of the students at Pancaldi, soon after 
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Midhat's fall, wrote a letter to a Turkish journal 
denouncing the illegality of his banishment, and 
pleading for his recall. The editor of the paper 
told them he could not publish the letter unless it 
was signed, their names being necessary, not for 
publication, but as a guarantee of good faith. 
Having thus wrested from the young men their 
signatures, the editor sent the MS. to Redif Pasha, 
the War Minister. The students were then sum- 
moned to the Seraskier’s presence, who upbraided 
them in no measured terms, and upon one of them, 
Ali Nasmi, a youth of twenty-two, and the most pro- 
mising and popular pupil of the school, avowing him- 
self the author of the letter, the Minister slapped his 
face, and ordered the four to be shut up in one of 
the dungeons of the Seraskierate. Other students 
from the school suspected of complicity with the 
writer of the letter were subsequently arrested, and, 
as I told you at the time, sent in batches to distant 
provinces, some of them to Yemen. It was even 
contemplated to remove the school from the capital 
and transfer it from Pancaldi to Adrianople. The 
four students originally arrested, or, at least, Ali 
Nasmi, remained 'behind, and the latter was brought 
before a court-martial, or conseil de guen'e, held by 
the Minister’s order in one of the dungeons of the 
War Office. The court, it is now stated, pronounced 
sentence of death, afterwards commuted into the 
bastinado. Being strictly private, I have not been 
as yet able fully to ascertain whether the penalty 
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was inflicted by means of that horribie instrument 
of torture known in Turkey as the falaoa — on which 
the sufferer’s body is stretched with his feet upwards, 
and the blows of the stick are administered on the 
soles of both feet — or whether he was flogged or 
caned in any other way. Sufiice it that he was most 
inhumanely beaten with sticks. My first informant 
told me that the youth had been sentenced to receire 
200 blows, and died on the spot at the 105th. Other 
accounts lead us to believe that he died within 
twenty-four hours of his being removed from the 
rack. Others again suppose that he did not actually 
die, but fainted, and that the eye-witness from which 
the tragedy was made known, in his emotion, mis- 
took the syncope for actual death. It is well known 
that the pain of the bastinado on the feet is so 
intense as often to produce the rupture of a blood- 
vessel. 

“ In confirmation of my original statement, I have 
since satisfactorily ascertained that the mother of Ali 
Nasmi was informed that her son had been brought 
before the court-martial and had received forty blows 
with a stick, and that the penalty was to be reinflicted 
\ the following day ; that upon her applying to the 
Seraskierate for information about her son, she was 
repulsed with great harshness, and with threats of 
being herself arrested and sharing the fate of her 
^on, whom she should not see again unless she kept 
very quiet. I may add that about the time this 
dreadful tragedy was consummated, a cock-and-bull 
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story was got up at Stamboul about a student of 
the Military School being sent by the Seraskier to 
the palace, it was said, as bearer of a sura of money, 
and on his way being fallen upon by thieves, who 
had beaten him with sticks to a shapeless mass of 
broken bones ; that two women, having found his 
body in the street, had informed the authority at 
the Seraskierate, who, having taken their deposi- 
tions, had removed and interred the dead and vainly, 
of course, sent the public officers on the traces of 
thie alleged malefactors. This was apparently a 
clumsy stratagem, intended to rid the murderers of 
Ali Nasmi of the keeping of a corpse by sending it 
out to be killed a second time by other hands — a 
device common enough in the East, familiar to 
the readers of such stories as that of the Little 
Hunchback in the ‘ Thousand and One Nights.’ ” 

The publication of these particulars gave rise to a 
very warm and long controversy at Pera where the 
Levant Herald and the correspondent of the Daily 
Telegraph showed the utmost zeal in denying the 
fact, the latter even suggesting the propriety of 
“ putting an end to such absurd reports for the 
future,” a hint which Bedif Pasha took by bringing 
an action against the Times correspondent before the 
Mutesarif’s Court,® but all arguments broke down 


• * A prosecution was in fact begun by tbe Seraskierate a few 
weeks later, but tbe proceedings did not go far. The police-court 
could not without much difficulty be made to understand that the 
man before them was not responsible in Turkey for an offence com- 
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before the terrible evidence that since April last, 
and up to the present time, July, 1877, nothing au- 
thentic has been seen or heard of Ali Nasmi. 

That the bastinado in all its repulsive atrocity is 
in some cases still administered in Turkey we have 
full evidence. It was applied in the early part of 
last February, at Adana, in Asia Minor, in the 
cause of a conscript who excused himself from the 
service, pleading that he suffered from epileptic fits. 
Although the man brought witnesses in support of 
liis assertions, the Mutesarif, or Deputy-Governor, 
would not believe him, and threatened him with the 
bastinado. The mere threat actually brought on a 
fit, but the Mutesarif, insisting that the conscript 
was merely shamming, proceeded from the menace 
to the actual infliction of the torture, when the man 
died, after only a few blows, from the rupture of a 


Blitted in England, ttat all articles and correspondence in an Eng- 
lish. journal are anonymous publications, for which the journal 
alone or its publisher can be made to answer, and only before an 
English Court The case of course broke down at once ; as, on 
the defendant being asked whether or not he was the correspondent 
of the Times, he refused to answer the question, but in return, 
questioned the Court as to what ground they had for identifying 
his person with the correspondent of the aforesaid journal, and as 
neither the Court nor the oflBcial prosecuting in the name of the 
Seraskierate, or Ministry of War, had any answer ready, the case 
was remanded, the official of the War Office engaging to produce the 
English journal, with the signature of the correspondent printed«at 
the top of his latter, an engagement which it seems to have been 
difficult for him to keep, as the correspondent heard nothing more 
of the suit. 
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bloodvessel. The dreadful tragedy was referred by 
one of the Embassies to Savfet Pasha, the Foreign 
Minister, who promised to inquire into the matter, 
but nothing was ever done, and up to the present 
moment the Mutesarif still occupies his post. And 
in a correspondence from Vodena of the 22nd of 
March, quoted in the Phare du Bosphore, and 
never contradicted, we read that in the circumscrip- 
tion of Kazan, a dependency of Monastir, on the 20th 
of March “ le Mudir fit arr^ter un boulanger, et lui 
fit administrer une bastonade impitoyable. Ce 
pauvre diable, meurtri de coups, fut laissd presque 
mort. Plainte ayant 6t6 portde au Kaimakam 
celui-ci, ivrogne de profession, ne pr^ta aucune 
attention, Men au contraire ; il se rendit dans la 
prison ou gisait le boulanger, et le r^gala d’une 
seconde Edition de coups de triques.” The above is 
the case of a civilian. Some persons contend that 
although all torture and corporal punishment, and 
among others the falaca, or bastinado, were abolished 
by the Constitution, the abolition does not extend to 
the military, who are subject to a special penal code 
of their own. This exception however ought to 
have been mentioned in the Imperial Charter. 

But if any one wished to learn how that Imperial 
Charter was carried out in the capital, and almost in 
sight of the Ministers who had promulgated it, he had 
only to pay a visit to the Central Prison at Stamboul. 

It is a plain large building facing the mosque with 
the six minarets, and fhere is not much to interest 
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the visitor in the interior, for the horrors of former 
days, though still existing, are kept out of sight. A 
gentleman who was allowed to inspect one of its 
dungeons however gave me the following fearful 
description : 

“ I went down below the level of the paved court, 
and was confronted by a massive door fastened by a 
ponderous iron bar. The door was opened ; I 
in and found myself in a large crypt entirely desti- 
tute of any skylight, loop-hole, or any cleft or fissure 
through which, the door being closed, either outer air 
or day light could be admitted. The thick w'alls 
all round were damp and mouldy, and the floor 
was bare earth, muddy and foul beyond imagination. 
There was no stretcher or board or pallet for a bed, 
no stool, no table, no article of furniture or utensil of 
any kind. The wretched man lay on a thin piece of 
matting, all wet, all torn to shreds, and had nothing 
besides to relieve his absolute, intense misery.” 

But, above ground, there are none of the repulsive 
features of a prison ; the prisoners are well fed, not 
treated with unnecessary harshness, and allowed long 
hours of relaxation in the couloirs, lobbies and 
passages, for the benefit of air and exercise, where a 
stranger, uj^on the slightest encouragement on his 
part, finds them exti-emely sociable and communi- 
cative. During these hours of promenade the 
dwellers of the various cells are thrown together 
pMe-mMe, and, till custom has reconciled one to it, it 
is natural to be shocked by the sight of State 
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prisoners, sometimes men of rank and education, 
having to struggle through the crowd of common 
felons and malefactors; the journalist Cassape, for 
instance, or Kemal Bey, a literary man and a poli- 
tician, elbowing past such monsters as Hadji Vassily, 
the coflPee-house keeper, whose murder of the two 
sisters Hamalik filled Pera with horror a year ago, or 
the Circassian, accomplice of the latter, who, after 
the enjoyment of twelve nlonths’ impunity, was lately 
sent to keep him company, after the trial in which 
he appeared as witness. Hardly perceptible in the 
throng of common thieves, burglars, and highway- 
men, there still linger within those walls a few score 
of Bulgarians, mostly simple peasants and poor 
villagers, those who escaped the massacres and the 
first wholesale executions in that province, men who 
were arrested at haphazard, their guilt unknown to 
them as well as to those who apprehended them, and 
brought here, where no one ever asked their busi- 
ness, and where no one seemed any longer to trouble 
himself about them. It was especially in favour of 
these that one of Lord Salisbury’s secretaries exerted 
himself so far as to have their irons removed. Had 
that gentleman been longer, at Constantinople, he 
might and would probably have insisted that the 
men should either be brought to trial or released 
from their long durance. 

' For these men, besides the general amnesties pro- 
claimed by the present Sultan and by his immediate 
predecessor, a special order of release was lately 
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obtained by Mr. Layard, and their actual deliverance 
was announced in a telegram appearing in the London 
papers on the 9th of last May ; but the announce- 
ment was premature, and up to this day, July 23rd, 
“no bolt has been drawn.” The jailers aver that 
the heavy chains which were afterwards removed did 
not belong to the Stamboul establishment, but had 
been brought with the Bulgarian prisoners from their 
province, and it was owing, not to any refinement of 
cruelty, but to a mere oversight, that they were 
allowed to groan under their weight for six months. 
This circumstance, and the fact that some of them 
were for many days shut up in the dungeons of which 
the above-described is a specimen, had this result, 
that out of the ninety the Bulgarians were on their 
arrival, eight have died within the year. These men 
suffered death for offences which were not only 
'never proved, but even never clearly and positively 
stated. 

But even more striking, because concerning indi- 
viduals of higher rank and more accustomed to the 
refinements of civilised life, is the fate of two of the 
prisoners already named, Cassape and Kemal Bey. 

Cassape was found here at Pera by Alexandre 
Dumas, who took him, still a mere lad, with him to 
Paris, as an attendant, wLose main duty was to pre- 
pare for his master his morning cup of coffee d I’Ori- 
entale. By living ten years with a litterateur, 
Cassape became himself homme de lettres, and 
besides working at three different journals, he gave 
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Ms country translations of Monte Christo” and 
other masterpieces of his illustrious patron. Cassape 
also tried his hand at political pamphleteering, and 
was a champion of that party wMch, under the 
auspices of Edhem, Safvet and other liberal Pashas, 
have now the management of the so-called reforming 
Government. He however seems by his writings 
to have incurred the displeasure of the bluff Mah- 
moud, the brother-in-law of the Sultan, and it is to 
the favourite’s enmity that he owes his condemnation 
to three years’ imprisonment for a squib or caricature 
which even in Imperial France the most severe of 
Napoleon’s policemen would have deemed below his 
notice. 

Cassape was, on his arrest, thrown into one of the 
subterranean dungeons, but the confinement had so 
fearful and immediate an effect on Ms nervous con- 
stitution that he had to be removed to one of the 
upper cells at the end of three days. For it is, after 
all, rather from stolid than from evil mind that the 
Turks are cruel. A human being is treated as hardly 
any wild beast would be which Ms keepers despaired 
of taming, and of which they dreaded the approach. 
He is left there and somehow fed, but otherwise 
none of Ms wants, physical or moral, are attended to. 
Go and preach to the Turks that this is neither more 
nor less than horrible torture. They would not un- 
derstand you, for no limb of the man is broken, no 
blow is inflicted. Yet it is the most awful kind of 
slow death a man could undergo, and he often 
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succumbs to it before Ms trial has begun or ended, 
before Ms crime has been placed beyond all doubt. 

Kemal Bey, Midhat’s best friend and most devoted 
partisan, had also risen to fame as an author before, 
in an evil hour, he was tempted to dabble in politics. 
His drama Watan or Patrie is a celebrated piece, the 
pride of the Turkish stage. He had travelled for years 
in Europe, he had become Frenchified to the very 
maiTow of his bones, and was of great use to Midhat 
by his knowledge of the French language and of 
those French institutions which the aspiring Pasha 
hoped to acclimatise in Ms country. That his patron’s 
disgrace should involve Kemal in the same fate was 
only too natural. What is difficult to understand is 
why the younger man should not either have been 
embarked with the elder and banished with Mm, or, 
at least, transported to some of the isles of the Ar- 
chipelago, where those who have provoked the dis- 
pleasure of men high in power at Stamboul disappear, 
are lost sight of and forgotten as utterly as if they 
had been sewn up in sacks and drowned in the Bos- 
phorus. 

Hemal Bey has been already shut up in the 
Central Prison five months, and was only examined 
the first day on his being brought in. The real 
cause of Hemal’s misfortune was the same as that of 
Midhat’s removal ; it was jealousy on the part of 
the Palace, and especially of Mahmoud Damad, x)f 
the power and influence exercised by the ex-Grand 
Yizier as head of the Young Turkey party, and 



THE GOVERNMENT. 


353 


author of the Imperial Constitutional Charter^ which 
aimed at a curtailment of the authority of the Sultan 
and the Sultan’s surroundings. It must he observed 
that Kemal had, by his manners and by his various 
accomplishments, won the Sultan’s favour in the 
early days of his reign, and had been chiefly instru- 
mental in removing Mehemet Kushdi from the 
Grand Vizierate, and thus promoting Midhat to the 
vacant post. Mahmoud Damad seemed determined 
that there should be no other Vizier-maker than 
himself. Kemal had in many instances attempted 
to put the Sultan on his guard against the Camar- 
illa, which was encompassing the Sovereign in its 
toils, and thwarting the good intentions of his 
responsible advisers. There was therefore between 
Kemal and the head of the Camarilla war d outrance, 
and upon Midhat being removed, more vindictive 
proceedings were resorted to, to render Kemal’s 
ruin decisive and irreparable. 

This is at least the version of his own story with 
which Kemal Bey entertains his visitors at the 
Central Prison. It seems that at first, and before 
Midhat’s fall, the intention had been to remove him 
.by appointing him Ambassador to Persia, in the 
same manner as Zia Bey had been got rid of by 
sending him as Governor to Syria, the object being 
to prevent these young patriots being returned as 
Deputies to the Chamber, of which they would have 
been the very soul, as promoters of liberal measures 
and upholders of unlimited freedom of debate. 
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Failing this, and Midhat having been sent on his 
travels, Mahmoud Damad came to an understanding 
with the Minister of Police, who brought a criminal 
action against Kemal Bey, the indictment consisting 
of four principal counts. Of course, the prosecution 
was secret, and nothing more has been said about 
his alleged guilt to Kemal since his first hurried 
examination. 

The first count charged Kemal with having said, 
in a private conversation with a few friends, that it 
would be expedient to replace on the throne, Sultan 
Murad V., or, failing this, to dethrone the reigning 
family, and raise to the supreme dignity some 
descendant of the Prophet, whom it would be easy 
to ferret out at Mecca. It was added that Kemal 
offered to effect this change, provided he were put at 
the head of 3000 men. The second count criminated 
Kemal, because Midhat was reported to have said 
that “ In our days public opinion is stronger than 
Sultans and Grand Viziers put together.” This 
truism seems to have brought about Midhat’s fall ; 
but why Kemal should be held answerable for an- 
other man’s words, treasonable or not, the indictment 
does not explain. It is a clear case of the wolf and 
the lamb. “ If you have not done it, then it was 
your father who did it.” The third count rested on 
the evidence of a lieutenant-captain, Mahmoud 
Effendi, who pretends to have heard Kemal whisper- 
ing to a young adept, “ All will be settled in one 
night.” Not one word more or less, but that was 
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looked upon as sufficient proof of a treasonable 
design being afloat. The fourth count referred to an 
alleged conversation between two individuals who, 
having just left Kemal’s residence, entered a cafe, 
when one said to the other, “ These gentlemen do 
not sleep, and liberty is safe.” 

Besides these principal counts, the indictment went 
on to state that Kemal, talking to a friend, had 
quoted an Arab proverb, which says, Two will be 
made three,” the original sense of it being that by a 
man and woman marrying, a third human being is 
produced. But the ingenious police here interprets 
the saying as a hint of Kemal that as two Sultans 
had in so short a time been done away with, a third 
would as speedily follow. But, in conversation with 
another friend, Kemal is charged with having been 
more explicit, saying that “ he had lost all hope of 
Abdul Hamid, and must look out for something 
better.” 

Upon similar — almost childish — accusations, prov- 
ing at the utmost juvenile imprudence and reckless- 
ness in familiar intercourse, a case is made out against 
Kemal, which, were there any ground to suspect him 
of conspiracy, would prove him totally unfit for the 
work he had taken in hand, and worthless even as a 
mere tool in other people’s hands. Of course, the 
indictment, as above described, rests entirely on 
Kfemal’s own revelations, for nothing has as yet been 
or will ever probably be made public by the Govern- 
ment, and, as I said, no further proceedings against 
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him seem to itave been taken. They shut him up for 
Sts months. No further communication was made 
to him ; no intimation as to his probable fate. He 
is for the present free to spend his days in his cell, 
conning over that Article X. of the Constitution 
which he helped to draw up, and which says : “ In- 
dividual freedom is absolutely inviolable. No one 
can, under any pretext, undergo any penalty what- 
ever, except in cases determined by the law, and 
according to the forms which the law prescribes.” 
In the case of Kemal the law has not spoken. 

But if the Constitution remained thus a dead 
letter in the capital, in the hands of the Central 
Government, before the eyes of the Sultan, and 
under the inspection of foreign diplomatists, what 
must be the case in those provinces where Pashas 
have been for centuries proverbially absolute, and 
where policemen and magistrates were wolves to the 
defenceless flock to which they were appointed shep- 
herds \ W ere I to refer to the reports current during 
the four or five months following upon the promul- 
gation of the Constitution, I could easily harrow the 
reader’s feelings by a chapter of horrors surpassing 
in intensity the long and yet condensed rhapsody of 
similar excesses which has been laid before him in 
another part of the work.* But this volume has 
already exceeded its intended bulk, and I must limit 
my quotations to a few of the most flagrant cases, 


* Vol. i.. Chapter XII. 
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the notoriety of which may be accepted as security 
for their authenticity : 

“■ At Perousehitza, at the time of the massacres of 
May, 1876, two resident Frenchmen were murdered 
in cold blood, with many of the native Christians. 
The French Consul laid a complaint before the autho- 
rities, denouncing the murderers, and offering to pro- 
duce two witnesses of their act. A Vizierial letter, 
ordering the arrest of the criminals, was sent from 
Constantinople ; but the Mutesari, or local Gover- 
nor, put off the execution of the order, pleading now 
the Ramazan, now the Bairam, with a hundred other 
pretexts. At last, indeed, he proceeded to appre- 
hend the murderers ; but, only two or three days 
later, these were released on bail, and the two wit- 
nesses to the charge were found barbarously mur- 
dered. So much for Turkish justice in Bulgaria.” 

The following is an extract from a letter dated 
Seres, in the Province of Adrianople, north-east of 
Salonica, February 20 : 

“ The Turks only show us some forbearance as long 
as we are willing to supply them with meat and 
drink, and to put up with all their exactions and iU- 
treatments, and as long as we consent to work in 
their fields without remuneration. Poor or rich, the 
Turks are all equally bent upon oppressing us. 
Whatever they demanded has been granted to them. 
This year we have had to do all the labour in their 
fields before laying hand to our own. Nothing, how- 
ever, has power to satisfy them, or to render them 
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more humane or considerate towards us. There is 
no limit to their violence or rapacity. Our boasts of 
burden must always be at their disposal ; they ride 
our horses, and compel us to find them in forage. 
They make equally free with our purses \ and what- 
ever sum they ask must be forthcoming. Refuse 
them and you are beaten almost to death. A village 
priest who had been arrested and taken to prison at 
Seres, upon being set free and allowed to return to 
his parish, had the other day his house invaded by 
some Redifs, or soldiers of the Reserve, who deemed 
the imprisonment he had suffered an inadequate 
punishment for his alleged (imaginary) offence. 
Twice they attacked the house, and twice they were 
baffled, because the priest, warned of their intentions, 
had taken flight and sought refuge in the houses of 
some of his trusty parishioners ; whereupon his per- 
secutors declared that if they caught him they would 
shave his beard and tear him to pieces. Then the 
priest, who had before been in the hands of these 
Philistines and- knew what kindness he might expect 
at their hands, took up his gun and fled to the 
mountains, where he must live an outlaw’s hfe as he 
best can. Not satisfied with getting from the 
peasantry whatever may be of use to them, the 
Turks take pleasure in doing the people all the harm 
they can, by wantonly destroying the trees in their 
fields, vineyards and gardens.” ^ 

And again, in another letter from Adlieh, January 
i 6th. “ The iyranny of the zaptiehs is as rampant as 
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ever, but to add insult to injury it not unfrequently 
enlivens its cruelty by grotesque frolics and hideous 
practical jokes, the result of which is to degrade at 
the same time that it terrorises the defenceless popu- 
lation. One of these wretches, by name Hussein 
Agha, seems to have risen to some distinction by his 
blackguard pleasantries. It was his custom always 
to have himself quartered in the houses where the 
most attractive women lived, and to compel them to 
wait upon him. On Christmas Day (January 6th) 
he came down upon the village of Brankortsi, in the 
district of Adlieh, where he was to collect the taxes. 
The house he affected in the village was one of a 
certain Petko, because this man had two young and 
pretty daughters who, much against their will, had, 
during his stay in this house, to attend to their 
unwelcome guest as his handmaids. On the occasion 
of this recent visit, the zaptieh proceeded to the 
Cmet, or head man of the village, and made him 
billet him upon Petko. The Cmet answered that 
the thing was not feasible, as a few hours before 
two Albanians had been quartered there. The 
zaptieh, angry and disappointed at the thought that 
others should have the services of his two charming 
Hebes, threw himself upon the unfortunate Cmet 
and beat him unmercifully ; disregarding his apolo- 
gies that ‘he had not been expecting the zaptieh, 
that Petko’s house should never again be disposed 
of without consulting his convenience,’ etc., and 
spurning his entreaties that ‘he should spare him, 
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at least, on Christmas Day.’ It was all in vain. 
The zaptieh was resolved upon vengeance, and went 
to work with method in his madness. He stabled 
his horse, and came out with bridle, saddle, and 
saddle-bags, and actually bridled and harnessed and 
then mounted the terrified and unresisting Cmet. 
The wretch rode his ‘ man-horse ’ up and down 
street, forcing him into the puddles where the mud 
was deepest, ‘to the grievous damage of the fine 
new Christmas clothes he had on.’ On their way 
to the house which the Cniet had destined for the 
zaptieh’s residence, the rider came to the village inn, 
where he pulled up, alighted, and was soon sur- 
rounded by the villagers, aU aghast at the sight of 
the strange equestrian group, yet never daring to 
interfere or remonstrate. The zaptieh went through 
all the antics of his cruel farce, threw the reins to 
the ostler, bidding him cool his steed by walking 
him up and down. He then bade the landlord bring 
out an armful of hay, and as the man laughed with 
forced good-humour, and ventured to intercede for 
the poor Cmet, the zaptieh struck him in the face 
with so heavy a blow as to stretch him almost sense- 
less on the giound. He then insisted that hay 
should be brought out, and was obeyed with alacrity 
by one of the frightened waiters. The man-horse 
was brought up, tied by his rider to a post outside 
the door, and, whip in hand, bidden to eat. Thg 
poor man, now thoroughly unmanned, and bathing 
that forage with his tears, tried to comply with the 
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brutal order, and, with about the same appetite as 
the wooden horse of Courtray, took some of the hay 
between his teeth, when the zaptieh, satisfied with 
his achievement, and chuckling at his capital joke, 
went into the inn to have some drink, leaving his 
man-horse tied up outside, where the latter remained 
till the Polak of the village, an Albanian, came to 
intercede for him, and obtained his pardon and 
release from the zaptieh. The Cmet, a person of 
some importance in the village, and to whom the 
Government entrusts the collection of taxes to the 
amount of 200,000 piastres yearly, would never dare 
to lodge a complaint of this ill-treatment, as nothing 
would save him from the policeman’s vengeance or 
from that of the body to which he belongs. 

“ This same zaptieh, Hussein Agha, being lately at 
the village of Boinitza to collect the taxes, compelled 
those who were unable to pay to carry weights of 
seventy to one hundred okes (an oke is equal to more 
than 2;|lb.) on their shoulders for several hours. 

Another zaptieh, of an equally waggish disposi- 
tion, having gone to the village of Gramada to requi- 
sition one hundred carts for a corvee, and finding 
that the villagers were out with their oxen, and that 
the Mukhtars could not muster the required number 
of carts, compelled the Mukhtars to climb up a tree, 
and to remain perched up there for several hours 
in the cold, striking their arms to their sides as if 
they had been flapping wings, and crowing ‘ Ki-ri- 
ki-ki ’ like dunghill cocks. 
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“ A third zaptieh shut up some poor peasants for 
arrears of taxes in a room where he lit a pan of 
burning charcoal, only releasing them when they 
were in a state bordering on actual asphyxia.” 

These few instances of the treatment which Bul- 
garians, like all other subjects of the Porte, have 
only too often to submit to at the hand of the police, 
as well as of soldiers, Bashi Bazouks, and other 
instruments of the Government of the Porte, and 
which I have taken almost literally from narratives, 
the very naivete of which enhances the depth of 
their grimness, may be considered evidence of the 
equality and fraternity one may look forward to as 
the result of the promulgation of Midhat’s Constitu- 
tion, and of the justice and legality which the subjects 
of the Porte, and especially its non-Mussulman sub- 
jects, may expect from the executors of the law and 
the guardians of the public peace. Christians are still 
held in Turkey in the same estimation and subjected 
to the same outrages and indignities as were inflicted 
on the unfortunate J ews in the middle ages in many 
European communities. 

Few incidents recorded in the Bulgarian horrors of 
May, 1876, equal the atrocity of the affair of Pozar 
of March 16th of the present year. 

“ About four weeks ago a gendarme (zaptieh) 
having been killed and two others wounded by the 
brigand Sait near the village Vissitra, in the di&tri«t 
of Vodena, province of Salonica,the Vali,or Governor- 
General, sent the Colono] of Gondarmorio, Alay Bey, 



THE GOVERNMENT. 


363 


at the head of 1 50 gendarmes in pursuit of the brigand, 
at the same time bidding the Caimakams of Vodena, 
Sanitza, and Vervia to co-operate with Alay Bey, 
every man with his gendarmes. 

“A man named Bekir Pehlevan, multezim, dimier, 
or tithe-gatherer, had bought (farmed), at the rate of 
17,000 piastres a year for three successive years, the 
tithes of the village Pozarde Karatzova, a dependency 
of the district of Vodena, and consisting of 180 houses 
and an entirely Christian population. The man hoped 
to enrich himself by exacting the tithes twice in the 
year, and with that view he had recourse to the 
following stratagem ; While Alay Bey was busy at 
Vissitra looking for the brigand Sait, the said Bekir 
Pehlevan waited upon him and assured him that in 
the village of Pozar there was hidden a far more 
famous brigand, whom he called Tanos. The Colonel, 
believing, or affecting to believe, the tithe-collector, 
abandoned the traces of the real brigand Sait, and 
collecting, besides his gendarmes, thirty or forty 
Turks in every village he went through, made his 
way into Pozar at the head of a battalion of 820 
Bashi-Bazouks and encompassed the village with his 
forces in the night, pretending to be on the look-out 
for the imaginary brigand Tanos. 

“ On the following day, at daybreak, he went into 
the village with his battalion and searched all the 
houses for him. Having found no man answering 
that description, he left a garrison of thirty gen- 
darmes in the village, with a hundred Bashi-Bazouks 
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under a lieutenant, and for his own part he removed 
with his battalion to Sumbotzko, a farm belonging to 
his friend Dourzi Caratzovali, a man looked upon as 
a very scourge to the whole country. 

“■ Alay Bey being gone, the lieutenant left in 
charge of Pozar bade his men arrest all the male 
population of seven years and upwards, and beating 
them most unmercifully, he shut them up in the 
stables, crowded together like sheep in their pens ; 
by this means compelling the women to satisfy the 
unjust demands of the tithe-gatherer, Bekir Peh- 
levan. Remonstrances against the iniquity of these 
demands and against the unprovoked ill-treatment 
of their children were attempted by some of the 
more respectable imprisoned heads of the families ; 
but the lieutenant, by way of answer, threw them 
back into prison, ordered his men to get into the 
houses, and have themselves served by the women 
with the best the larders afforded, and allowed the 
old women, if they attempted to keep the young 
ones out of sight, to be exposed to the most infamous 
and obscene insults and tortures, which cannot be 
described to English readers. The village was thus 
militarily occupied for two nights and one day ; the 
men in durance, the women at the ravagers’ discre- 
tion. Some of the worst Turks of the neighbouring 
villages came up, seizing Christian labourers where 
they chanced to be in the field, and compelling them 
in their own ribald, grotesque way, to carry them 
pick-a-back, like beasts of burden, using their knives 
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as spurs to urge them on when, through age or ill- 
ness, they fainted on the way. 

“ While this scene of riot and outrage was going 
on, the lieutenant sat, whip in hand, with the 
Mukhtar, or Mayor, and some of the best men of 
the village before him, bidding them deliver up the 
brigand Tanos. As these persisted in their denial 
of the existence of the alleged brigand, and asked, 
at all events, for time to look for him and set out 
on his track, the lieutenant took them under escort 
to his Colonel, Alay Bey, who threw them into 
prison. 

“Some of the peasants had in the meanwhile 
found their way to Vodena, and described to the 
Caimakam the condition to which their village and 
people were reduced in consequence of the iniquity 
of the tax-gatherer. The Caimakam, as the custom 
is, appointed a Commission of Inquiry, consisting of 
one Christian and two Mussulmans. The Commis- 
sion, acting under the influence of Dourzd Carat- 
zovali, Alay Bey’s friend, made no report. The 
village meantime had been robbed, every house 
gutted, and hardly a tile left sound upon the roofs. 
All the produce of the poor people, their furniture, 
clothing, etc., or as much of it, at least, as had 
escaped the plunderers, becanie the property of the 
tithejgatherer, who picked up a sum of 80,000 
piastres in silver, while the sum for which he had 
farmed the village tithes for three years was only 
51,000 pia&tres. The peasantry at last were left. 
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sorely beaten, terrified, and destitute of evorytliiiig, 
after submitting for three days to every kind of 
outrage. 

“ The Archbishop of Salonica has lodged a com- 
plaint before the Vali, or Governor-General, but the 
latter has paid no attention, attributing the people’s 
complaints to mere disaffection, stirred up by ‘Russo- 
Greek intrigue.’ He will, however, appoint a Com- 
mission !” 

Such is still, such will for a long time yet continue, 
the state of things in Constitutional Turkey. Those 
gentlemen who think that the Turk should have his 
chance, that time should be given to him to ripen his 
reforming schemes, should bear in mind that the 
foregoing narrative, for the fairness and honesty of 
which I vouch, merely describes a state of things 
which is normal in Turkey, although by the letter of 
a hundred Hatts and Firmans, by all the laws binding 
the Government to the people, and by all the 
treaties making it responsible to foreign states, 
such abuses as the farming out of tithes and taxes, 
the violation of person and domicile on the part of 
the police, ought to have ceased long since. Any- 
thing like security for the person and property of the 
men or for the honour of the women, anything like 
even an attempt at a fair administration of justice, 
cannot, and never will, be obtained here without the 
application of foreign coercion. Diplomatists think 
that coercion would be a remedy worse than the 
evil. Be it so ; and let nothing more be said about 
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it. But in that case let nothing more be said about 
Turkey ; let us give up the silly pretence of waiting 
to see what may come of “ granting her a respite, of 
•allowing her one more chance.” After seven times 
seven chances the Turk will still he the Turk, and 
the Giaour the Giaour the latter an inferior 
animal, to he rough-ridden, robbed, outraged, trodden 
under foot, cut to pieces by the former. 

I shall conclude the quotations by a detailed 
account of the burning of the Bazaar of Van, in 
Armenia, a country fully as ill-used by the Turks as 
the most unfortunate Bulgarian districts. 

“ On the 30th of November, old style, towards 
half-past eleven o’clock, Turkish time — i.e. half an 
hour before sunset — three soldiers entered the shop 
of Dlodian Simeon to buy candles. On leaving they 
dropped something in the shop, apparently a coundak 
(a bundle of combustible matters used by malefactors 
in Turkey, where incendiai'ism is only too common), 
and their deed was unperceived by the shopkeeper, 
who was then closing the shop, and who left imme- 
diately after fastening the shutters. Candles had 
also been bought by soldiers at other shops through- 
out the day. The fire broke out at half-past twelve 
— i.e. one hour after the soldiers’ visit to Simeon’s 
shop — and raged till past midnight. In six hours 
more than six hundred shops on the ground-floor 
were a prey to the flames. Strange to say, it was 
only towards half-past two that the Armenians 
within the town — the Bazaar is at some distance 
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outside tlie walls — were apprised of the occurrence, 
and hastened to save their merchandise. They found 
the Bazaar invaded hy soldiers, by gendarmes, 
by Turks coming from a spot called ‘ the Vineyards ’ 
(Aikestan), from Ardamed, and other localities both 
near and far, all busy sacking, and pillaging, and 
spreading the conflagration by throwing burning 
brands. Vainly did the townsmen endeavour to 
save their wares and the money in their tills. They 
were pitilessly beaten back and compelled to return 
empty-handed. The Bishop Eremia and the Priest 
Boghos strove to stop the pillage, but they were in 
their turn terribly beaten by the soldiers, and it was 
not without extreme difficulty that they were able to 
escape with their life. Scarcely one in a thousand 
succeeded in rescuing a package or two of their mer- 
chandise or a small sum of their money. 

“ The inhabitants of 'the Vineyards,’ roused, some 
at daybreak, some at sunrise, ran to the spot, and 
beheld the rich Bazaar of Van reduced to a heap of 
reeking ruins 1 They found nothing but half-con- 
sumed tatters of thick linen, scraps of paper, and 
other merchandise of lesser value, all objects of price 
having disappeared. Only the shops of the Turks, 
Charan Bey, Ghalib Bey, and others in the central 
parts of the Bazaar had escaped total destruction, 
and a few jewellers’ shops had had the same good 
fortune, but only Ghalib Bey’s stores and some of 
the Turkish provision shops were not pillaged. 

“ The clarions sounded throughout the night. The 
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soldiers tbxonged into the Bazaar in the utmost dis- 
order; they plundered; they drove hack by hard 
blows the owners of the shops. The wretched Ar- 
menian community would now with difficulty be able 
to find the means of subsistence for one day. They 
protest that they have been robbed of their gold and 
their wares by the soldiers ; that search should be 
made among them ; and search is being made — we 
shall see with what results. 

‘'A shoemaker, by napae Baghdolmian Kevook, 
upon attempting to defend his shop, was beaten so 
cruelly by the soldiers that he died of the blows on 
the morrow. Who knows how many may still die 
of the consequences of their wounds % The desola- 
tion of the people is heartrending. The wealthiest 
men in Van are now beggars; at least, fain would 
they beg did they only know of whom, but we are 
all brought to the same mendicant condition. The 
schools are shut up, for neither the churches nor the 
citizens can any longer supply the means to keep 
them open. And, as if all that were not enough, our 
very lives are threatened. ' Giaours,’ they say, ‘ be 
satisfied with what you have ; be thankful that your 
lives are spared !’ ” 

We were further told, '‘"Unless help is sent the 
town of Van will soon be a desert, so far as its 
Armenian inhabitants are concerned ; for many, de- 
spairing for themselves and their families, are pre- 
paring to migrate, and those who cannot follow will 
have to starve.” 
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Other letters assure us that— “ Shopkeepers who 
were able to reach their shops and started away with 
their money and valuables, were intercepted and 
robbed of their burdens. One man thus intercepted 
was so injured that he afterwards died ; one other 
body has also been recovered from among the dobrk. 
The losses of goods and money alone are estimated 
at JT. 200,000, and if we add the buildings, account- 
books, etc., the whole loss would doubtless exceed 
£T. 500, 000 — a crushing blow for a town of 30,000 
to 35,000 inhabitants.” 

Such is the condition of the Christian people in 
Armenia. Here is a clear case of a frightful dis- 
order caused by the men entrusted with the mainte- 
« nance of order, and in a province where not only no 
disturbance, but even no symptoms of disaffection 
had hitherto been heard of. It is thus that alarming 
tidings reached us from Bulgaria in the months ofi 
September and October of 1875, before the slightest 
attempt at insurrection had been made. In Bul- 
garia, besides the soldiers and policemen, and the 
Mussulmans of high rank and authority, the Circas- 
sians were the people’s scourge. In Armenia the 
ravagers and destroyers are the Koords, a nomad 
race, hovering on the frontier of the province, making 
frequent incursions into its interior, ])ouncmg upon 
towns and villages, and spreading havoc and terror 
among the industrious and laborious rural popula- 
tion. The impression among the Christians in 
Armenia and elsewhere is that the Turks, jealous 



THE GOVERNMEHT. 


371 


of the superior thrift and intelligence of the subject 
people, and of the well-being arising from it, and 
contrasting it with the rapid decline and disappear- 
ance of their own race, wilfully resort to murder and 
robbery of the Christians, with a view to “keep 
them under,” to prevent their too rapid spread and 
development. But whatever the real cause may be, 
the effect is undeniable. Enmity of race, tyranny, 
and anarchy, are decimating the Christian popula- 
tion, or, at least, stunting it in its growth. 

Only a few weeks later a great fire broke out at 
Ada Bazaar, near Ismid, There was a loss of 
£T.40,000, by which, it seems, some wild Circas- 
sians managed to profit, if indeed they were not 
the originators of the calamity, as was the case with 
the soldiers at Van, and would have been the case 
in Erzeroum, had it not been for the foresight and 
timely interference of the Commander-in-Chief, who 
ordered away a battah’on among whom the outrage 
had been plotted. But more than enough, I think, 
has been said to prove that the first element of all 
society, security for life and property, is wanting in 
Turkey, in a great measure owing to the impotence 
and improvidence, but partly, also, to the ill-will 
and race enmity of the Mussulman rulers. Arme- 
nians, Bulgarians, and other Christians are merely a 
defenceless flock, exposed to the devouring rage of such 
wolves as the Koords, Circassians, and other lawless 
tribes, and the Government, whose duty it ought to 
be to keep off the destroyers, not unfrequently abets 
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and countenances them in their ravages, and shares 
their prey with them. One can understand why 
it is that such a Grovernment quarrelled with the 
Conference, and resented as an indignity the pro- 
posal, I believe, of Lord Salisbury, of a loan to be 
made to the Porte by the Belgian or by some other 
Government of several thousand well-disciplined 
gendarmes, who should become the nucleus of a 
respectable Ottoman police force. It is precisely 
this respectability which would interfere with the 
“perquisites” to which public functionaries, high and 
low, have been accustomed in Turkey till rapacity 
has become with them a second nature. 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

CONCLUSION. 

AFTER THE CONFBRBNOB. — ATTITUDE OF TURKEY — OF RUSSIA — OF 
BN6DAND. — THE RUSSIAN PROTOCOL. — THE EVE OP VAR. — THE 
TURKISH NOTE. — THE WAR AND ITS PROSPECTS. 

The Conference had gone asunder, and the question 
arose, what next 1 Turkey, apparently unaided and 
unadvised, had been able to withstand the seemingly 
unanimous wishes of Europe : she had slapped Europe 
in the face ; she had obtained the most complete 
victory, yet the upshot caused blank dismay and dis- 
appointment rather than satisfaction to thinking men 
among Turks and Turkophiles. These began to feel 
that by her stubborn and defiant attitude, Turkey 
had disobliged what were hitherto useful friends at 
the same time that she had given mortal offence to 
inveterate enemies. Her victory left her utterly 
isolated, and with a reputation damaged by her dis- 
regard of all justice or decency in the protection and 
promotion of the authors of the atrocities in Bulgaria. 
The ill-will of her Christian subjects against Mussul- 
man misrule, deepened by the disappointment of all 
their hopes and the downfall of their legitimate 
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aspirations, boded no good to the future internal 
peace of the country. Divergence of views as to 
the negotiation with the Powers excited dissensions 
in the Cabinet, and raised feelings of enmity against 
Midhat, who for his own part set no limits to his 
arrogance and gave offence in those quarters where 
men were already plotting his removal. Midhat’s 
Constitution had become by this time as unpopular 
as the statesman who had framed it. The men who 
had hitherto merely sneered at it, evinced now a great 
dread of it and looked upon it as a Pandora’s box, 
the opening of which would let loose all the elements 
of discord and add to the general confusion. It was 
perhaps from a sense of their uneasiness as to the 
eventual working of their National Charter that the 
Ottoman members of the Conference proposed as a 
last dodge to the European Plenipotentiaries that 
they should fvendre acte, or take official notice of 
the Constitution in the froehs verbal or statement 
of their proceedings, hoping thus to make the Powers 
sponsors of the Charter and vouchers for its execu- 
tion. But the suggestion was unanimously scouted 
by the Plenipotentiaries, 

The position was by no means comfortable. With 
the Seiwian and Montenegrin war still open, the 
Bosnian and Herzegovinian insurrection unsubdued, 
an immense, victorious, wasteful, but iU-officered and 
inefficient army on foot, with shattered finances' 
mountains of paper money, and the Constitution to 
contend with, Turkey had good reason to regret her 
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refusal of that European intervention which, how- 
ever it might wound her pride, was meant as a 
friend’s help in the sorest need. The mischief how- 
ever was done, and what remained was to make the 
best of it. 

M. de Chaudordy, the French Delegate at the 
Conference, had freely intimated to the Turks that 
before they thought of Constitutions it behoved them 
to make peace. The hint was taken by the Govern- 
ment of the Porte, whose first move after they were 
left masters of the situation, was to put themselves 
in communication with Belgrade and Cettinje for a 
settlement of their differences with the Principalities. 
Peace with Servia was easy, because that little state, 
thoroughly beaten, was at the end of its resources, 
and had already paid too high a price for foreign aid, 
and also because Tm-key was either wise or magnani- 
mous enough to put the most liberal interpretation 
on those conditions of the status quo ante helium, ^ 
which the Conference had proposed. Matters did 
not proceed with equal smoothness with Montenegro, 
both because the Turks had found that mountain 
cluster a harder nut to crack, and because a vague 
.notion was entertained on both sides that, if brought 
to extremities. Prince Nicholas could always rely on 
Bussian support. The negotiations between the 
Porte and the Prince’s Envoys were carried on 
•during part of February and March, then broke 
down, though it was understood that no hostilities 
would immediately ensue. It was a question left in 
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abeyance, subordinate to matters of a far more ar- 
duous and momentous issue. 

For be it remembered Turkey was not at peace 
with Russia. The forces of that great empire had 
been Tor some time, and were being mobilised, and 
they hovered on the frontier, keeping Northern 
Turkey in constant alarms, leaving friends and foes in 
suspense, and, in short, undoing Turkey by that 
armed peace, which however disastrous to both must 
necessarily tell sooner on the smaller state. In the 
meanwhile, the internal disorders of Turkey could 
not fail to be aggravated by foreign intrigue; and 
when the work of dissolution was sufl&ciently ad- 
vanced, the death-blow could safely be dealt. 

It is easy to say, after the event, that Russia was 
bent on war from the outset. It seems natural to 
charge her with duplicity and attribute aU her diplo- 
matic manoeuvres to a treacherous design to gain 
time. But as it turns out ■war was for Russia a suffi- 
ciently hazardous game to cause her uneasiness and 
to induce hesitation. Russia is not naturally a war- 
hke country. General Ignatieff, who, in spite of his 
military rank, is rather a diplomatist than a soldier, 
often pointed to the fact that “although, thanks to her^ 
steppes, to her suo-vvs and her vast territory, Russia 
was invincible, because unassailable within her own 
boundaries, she was too bulky and clumsy, too 
unwieldy for aggressive warfare and indeed there' 
is nothing in her military annals that Russia can 
look back upon "with complacency, She has no 
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Waterloo, no Sedan, none of tlie world’s decisive 
battles to boast of. Single-handed she never was 
able to do more than invade deserts and subdue wild 
tribes, she never thoroughly crushed Turkey, and in 
the Crimean war she scored not a single point 
against her Western adversaries. There could be no 
certainty of victory for Bussia even had Turkey 
been her only enemy, and -there was little doubt that 
were the struggle prolonged and Bussia victorious, 
accounts would have to be settled with more enemies 
than that one. Bussia had evidently good reason to 
look before she leaped, and it would have been folly 
on her part to threaten so long as material obstacles 
'rendered it impossible for her to strike. Bussia’s 
position however was very clearly defined. The 
Emperor Alexander on the 9 th of November, at 
Moscow, had proclaimed to his subjects and to 
the world, that “he hoped the Conference about 
to meet at Constantinople would bring peace,” 
but added, “ should this not be achieved, and should 
I see that we cannot obtain such guarantees as are 
necessary for carrying out what we have a right to 
demand, I am firmly determined to act inde- 
pendently, and I am convinced that in this case the 
whole of Bussia will respond to my summons should 
I consider it necessary, and should the honour of 
Bussia require it.” 

• The Conference took place, and failed ; but it did 
not suit the Emperor’s convenience, nor perhaps the 
disposition of his mind, to consider tii.e failure irre- 
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trievable. He made a new attempt at a pacific 
arrangement; lie tried Ignatieff’s mission and the 
Protocol. After all, the six Powers had been of 
one mind at the Conference. They had made a joint 
projDOsal of reforms to the Porte, and upon the 
Porte’s refusal they had withdrawn their Ambas- 
sadors from Constantinople, intending that act as a 
unanimous and simultaneous intimation of their dis- 
pleasure. The Eussian Emperor wished to ascertain 
how far joint action by the Powers would be carried. 
All arrangements based either on reason or authority 
had been used with the Porte, and with no effect. 
Persuasion was of no avail, and for his own part the 
Czar was bound to try coercion. But he thought 
that if the Powers stood fast in the position they 
had taken up at the Conference, if they continued to 
sijt least seem to be one in mind and will before the 
Porte, the Porte would have eventually to yield to 
their combined pressure. The actual use of force, 
he thought, would never be necessary ; the mere 
show of it would work its purpose. Were war 
threatened by the six Powers, or even by Eussia and 
England alone, Turkey would have to give in ; and 
indeed the' Emperor’s calculations in that respect 
were so far correct that Edhem Pasha was heard to 
say that “ he wished the Powers would join in a de- 
claration of hostilities, for in that case resistance on 
the part of Turkey would be out of the question, and* 
surrender would be justified by necessity.” 

But England would hear neither of force nor of 
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the show of force. She would consent neither to 
coercion nor to menace. She felt that reforms, and 
very radical reforms, were needed in Turkey ; and 
experience had told her that no reliance could be put 
on iradds, charters, or any other act by which the 
Porte engaged to redress her subjects’ grievances. 
England could devise no scheme by which the Sul- 
tan’s promises might be made to rest on a basis of 
solid guarantees, and it was against this reluctance 
on her part that the negotiations about the various 
Notes and Memorandums of a whole twelvemonth 
had invariably foundered, and that the proposal of 
the Kussian Emperor for a joint occupation of Bul- 
garia by Russia, of Bosnia by Austria, and of the 
Straits ' by the united fleets of all the Powers, was 
summarily set aside. Be it observed that England ' 
herself had not always recoiled from the use of force 
against Turkey, for on a former occasion she had, in 
conjunction with Prance, obtained by armed coercion 
important reforms in the Lebanon. But in conjunc- 
tion with Russia England would not go to war, or 
even run the risk of a war, against Turkey. Neither, 
on the other hand, would she fight in Turkey’s 
defence. The pressure of popular clamour on the 
Derby-Disraeli Cabinet occasioned by the revelation 
of the Bulgarian horrors had by this time greatly 
abated. ' The Ministers repented the inconsiderate 
haste with which they had given in to it. They en- 
deavoured, with some adroitness, to retrace their 
steps and to undo their own doings. They took 
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pains to convey to the Porte the assurance that 
their withdrawal of Sir Henry Elliot from Constan- 
tinople was not done upon an imderstandiiig' with 
the other Powers, and was not nioaiit as an expres- 
sion of their displeasure at the rejection of their 
advice or proposal Their Ambassador had only 
obtained leave of absence on account of bad health. 
And as Sir Henry’s indisposition continued, her 
Majesty’s Government sent Mr. Layard as a tem- 
porary substitute, thereby compelling the other 
Powers to fill the vacant places at their respective 
Embassies. The alternative for the Pussian Em- 
peror was now either an ignominiouh. retreat or a 
disastrous war. And even yet he hesitated in his 
choice, and put off the evil moment so long that 
some rash men in Constantinople advised the Porte 
to put an end to the suspense by taking the initia- 
tive, and carrying the war into the territory of the 
sluggish Muscovite. 

But the Russian sluggard required no such incite- 
ment. General Ignatieff’s European tour was 
brought to an end, and the Protocol was laid in the 
same limbo with the Andrassy Note and the Berlin 
Memorandum. A last demand of Russia that thu 
Porte should send a special agent to St. Petersburg 
to discuss the terms of a disarmament was rejecte'd 
by the Ottoman Government with its usual spirit, 
and the quarrel was referred to the arbitrament of 
the sword. 

On the 25th of April Prince Gortschakofi”s de- 
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claration of war was conveyed to Constantinople 
through Tevfik Bey, the Ottoman Chargd d’Affaires 
at St. Petersburg. It came upon us like a sudden 
clap of thunder, but, when its stunning effect was 
over, we found that it had cleared the air, removed 
an uncertainty which had become intolerable, and, 
although it ushered in ail the evils of war, relieved 
us of the heavy burden of its anxious anticipation. 
This was perhaps the first time since my arrival at 
Constantinople that a public incident seemed really 
to stir up the apathetic population of Pera, though 
we had duiing this eighteen months’ period outlived 
the deposition of two Sultans, the tragic death of 
one, and the mental derangement of the other, the 
scare of the Softa demonstration, the assassination 
of two Ministers, the meeting of a Conference and 
the proclamation of a Constitution, hostilities with 
Servia and Montenegro, and the fall and banishment 
of a Grand Vizier. Mr. Layard arrived on Friday, 
the 21st, and with him came the conviction that so 
far as one could depend on the wisdom and power of 
the English Government, peace might be considered 
quite safe. IJjifortunately, at the very moment that 
the commencement of the duties of her Majesty’s 
new Ambassador was to be formally made manifest 
by his State visit to the Sultan, every doubt as to 
the interruption of diplomatic relations between the 
Porte and the Cabinet of St. Petersburg was removed 
even from the most sceptical minds. 

For the whole of Monday and Tuesday the 
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stately ii'on gate enclosing the front garden, of the 
Bnssian Enabassy was beset by a motley crowd, 
staring at it with such breathless interest as the 
Romans may be imagined to have exhibited when 
standing at the door of Janus’s Temple. There 
was not much to be seen at first : hcmicds, or 
street porters, bent double under the burden of 
heavy boxes, would come now and then up one 
or the other of the two semicircular drives lead- 
ing from the lodge to the palace, and enclosing 
a little plot of ground now all fragrant with the 
early spring verdure. Now and then again a clerk 
or dragoman with bundles of paper in his hand 
bustled out and exchanged a few hurried words 
with a visitor who bustled in, as the two met each 
other on the gravel of the broad carriage-way. At 
times a couple of saddle-horses waiting for somebody 
would be walked up and down by cavasses within 
the gates. At times somebody’s carriage standing 
outside stopped the way in that Grande Rue de Pera 
which is here at its narrowest. The stout porter at 
the lodge, and his stouter wife, had enough to do to 
answer the questions of the well-to-do passers-by, 
who, on. seeing that unusual assemblage of people* 
whispered their “ What’s in the wind ? Flitting 
“ So it seems, sir.” — ‘‘ What, all of you ?” — “ So we 
are told.” — “ M. Nelidoff f ’- — “ Very busy, sir.” And 
upon this shnple hint that something great was going* 
on inside, and that a visit at that time would be 
sheer cruelty, the questioner Avent his way, to be 
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button-holed by the next passer-by, eager to share 
his news. The entertainment went on from eleven 
in the morning till about four in the afternoon. By 
this time M. Nelidoff had assembled the personnel 
of the Embassy in the palace chapel, where a 
Te Deum or thanksgiving for the happy termination 
of long laborious negotiations was piously sung. 
Presently the Embassy carriages and a few hackney 
coaches drove slowly up the avenue to the palace 
door ; the Chargd d’ Affaires and his suite took their 
seats, and the carriages filed off. At the moment 
M. NelidofP passed the threshold, almost by a'cowj? 
de tliedtre a colossal double-headed eagle which rose 
on the roof-tree of the stately mansion suddenly 
disappeared. I had always thought the imperial 
bird was of grey stone, but it is only painted iron, 
and so fixed on hinges that it can be raised or laid 
doTO backward on the tiles at pleasure. Precisely 
at this juncture a hodja, or Mussulman half-priest, 
half-schoolmaster, in a Circassian garb, was seen at 
the gate, leaning against the wall of the porter’s 
lodge, and muttering prayers or spells from the 
Koran to call down Allah’s wrath on the “ Moscovs,” 
and uttering curses against the enemies of Islam. 
The convoy of the Embassy having passed out, men 
who were in attendance for the purpose clambered 
up the railings of the iron gate, and threw back the 
farpauiin or wax-cloth covers over the two bronze 
eagles which- ornamented the posts on either side, 
when the hodja, raising both his hands, cast one 
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more wrathful glance, uttered one more withering 
curse at the now tonaiitless edifice, and withdrew. 
The scene might remind one of the “ Ruin seize 
thee !” hurled by the Welsh bard at King Edward. 

The crowd, ever wondering and ever shifting, 
thi'onged the narrow street till late in tho evening, 
long after the iron gate had been shut, and hardly a 
peep of the house and the trees on tho grass-plot 
and grove before it could be any longer caught 
through the railings. The same multitude encum- 
bered the thoroughfare all the following day from 
morning to night. Tho vague interest of tho Perote 
being satisfied, new gazers and wonderers came up 
across the bridge from Stamboul. The departure of 
the Russians was, so to say, an event incredible to 
all who had had no ocular demonstration of it. 
Indeed, many stood before tho gate and shook the 
railings, as if to ascertain the fact that they were 
positively closed. The mob — ^for mob it was — was 
marvellously well behaved. The police had taken 
precautions, and even pubhshed exhortations, but 
none were needed. The people gazed thoir fill and 
loitered for a few minutes, but soon went their way 
upon the zaptieh on duty giving them a gentle hint 
to “ move on,” Not much was said by the by- 
standers, but their thoughts might be made out from 
their faces. There were dark, scowling Osmanli 
visages mentally counting the costs of the struggle 
the shutting of those iron portals portended ; there 
were bright, bold Greek countenances ; shrewd, fur- 
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tive Armenian looks, revealing vague hopes, and 
striving to hide rising exultation. 

Trouble and anxiety meanwhile perplexed the 
minds and shook the hearts of the rulers of the 
country, A scheme suggested it was supposed by 
the English Ambassador, and slowly, alas ! too 
slowly, matured in the minds of the Grand Vizier 
and Safvet Pasha, was being discussed in full Minis- 
terial Council. Pussia, it was suggested, might 
break off diplomatic relations, but was not at liberty 
to declare war. The Treaty of Paris, Article 8th, 
forbade it. By that clause it was stipulated that on 
any difference arising between the Porte and any of 
the Powers signing that treaty, no recourse to arms 
should be allowed till the matter at issue was 
referred to the other Poweis foi their mediation or 
arbitrament. It is true that Turkey herself had 
rejected all interference oh the part of the Powers, 
and flatly challenged all Europe by her answer to the 
Conference and the Protocol But, the Turks argued, 
in aU their dealings with the Porte the Powers had 
acted at the same time as parties and judges. They 
had drawn up terms among them and laid them 
^own for Turkey’s acceptance, without admitting her 
to their deliberations. They had been the dupes of 
Eussia, played into Bussia’s hands and made them- 
selves one with Eussia, doing in everything her 
behests. But if the quarrel was, as there could be 
no doubt, between Eussia and Turkey, it was the 
duty of the Powers either to admit both parties to 
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their council or to exclude them both ; yet they had 
not only put Turkey out of court both at the pre- 
liminary meetings of the Conference and at the 
drawing up of the Protocol, but in both instances 
they had allowed Russia to take the lead in the 
transactions, and given sentence against Turkey 
without hearing her. It was possible to repair the 
error ; and there was still time to revise the sen- 
tence; and Turkey asked that warlike execution 
should be stayed ; that both she and her adversary, 
Russia, should be summoned before the Areopagus 
of Europe ; that the Powers should sit and give 
judgment on both. 

There was something plausible in the plan, and it 
was wisely laid out. Only time pressed, and the 
Turks will never leam the value of time. The cir- 
cular by which Safvet Pasha proposed to communi- 
cate to the Powers the conciliatory disposition of the 
Porte was discussed in full Ministerial Council on 
Saturday ; it was there objected to, as its too humble 
and beseeching tenour was deemed inconsistent with 
the proud tone assumed so shortly before by the 
Ottoman Government at the Conference and in their 
answer to the Protocol, and a large majority of the 
members of the Cabinet voted that the undignified 
appeal should not be sent to its destination. On 
Sunday the defeated framers of the circular had an 
audience of the Sultan, who approved the circular, 
and decided that, with some modification as to man- 
ner, not to matter, the note should take its course. 
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Had the Sultan, been an absolute master like his pre 
decessors, or had he even as a constitutional Sove 
reign strained a point in favour of his authority, anc 
motu pro'prio at once flashed that pacific documeni 
through the wires to all Europe, no one could say tc 
what results England, France, and the other peace 
loving States might have brought Turkey’s nev 
proposal. But all Monday was lost in tinkering a 
that unfortunate note ; on Tuesday it was ready, anc 
it was to be laid before the Council for new delibera 
tions, but in the meanwhile, that same day, at ter 
o’clock in the morning. Prince Gortschakoff sent 
through Tefvik Bey, the decisive message, and founc 
the advisers of the Ottoman crown still consultin| 
about the means, dignified or otherwise, by whicl 
war could at the eleventh hour be averted. Ther« 
was concourse and agitation enough all that day ai 
the Galata Bourse and at the Pera Clubs. Peopk 
brought out their betting-books, and wondered whe 
ther a wager about war or no war should be paid a 
once upon the announcement of hostilities, or whe 
ther the money was only due after the first shot wai 
fired. The question was settled before evening b^ 
the intelligence that the Bussians had already crossec 
the Pruth, and the Turkish circular was met witi 
the answer that it was “ too late.” 

We were now at open war, and my business ii 
Constantinople was at an end. Constantinople wa 
soon threatened with an almost universal blockade 
Our land mails vid Odessa and Varna were stopped 
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and tlie mails conveyed by tbe Frencli and Austrian 
steamers to Marseilles and Brindisi, though they 
started twice a week, Wednesday and Friday, arrived 
at Paris and London on the same day, so that we 
were virtually reduced to one weekly communication 
with the great European centres, and it took twice 
as much time as used to be employed by those land- 
mails of which we had however so often complained 
before the outbreak of hostilities. Asfor the telegraph, 
the Government of the Porte annoyed us so greatly 
by sending us back at least one out of three of our 
despatches, that in the end we lost heart, and lived 
as if the electric wires had never been mvented. By 
the kind intercession of Mr. Layard and General 
Kemball, I entertained some hope of being allowed 
to accompany this latter gentleman to the head- 
quarters of the Ottoman army in Armenia, but the 
Grand Vizier would listen to no reasons or entreaties, 
and nothing was left for me but to put an end to my 
mission. On the 24th of May I took my berth on 
board the French mail steamer Scamandre, and tra- 
velled to my English home vid Athens and Brindisi. 

I looked round on those glorious shores of the Bos- 
phorus on the eve of quitting them, and I fancied I 
could read at one glance all the phases of that history 
of the Eastern question, of which the last two years 
had unfolded before me one of the most interesting 
episodes. • 

The Bosphorus is at the bottom of all the mischief. 
Intended by nature to be the seat of the greatest of 
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the world’s empires, this region has never been in 
the hands of a truly imperial people. For more 
than four centuries it has been overrun by a brave 
but unimprovable nomad race, which came in at once 
like an overwhelming tide, but has been ever since 
slowly but surely receding. The conquering race, 
without ever being worsted, has however been 
incessantly ousted. Greece, Foumania, Montenegro, 
Servia, have been one by one, almost without a 
struggle, slipping from their rulers’ grasp. It began 
to dawn on all mankind, and upon the Turks them- 
selves, that Islam had no abiding home in Europe. 
Brought in from the outset, and tolerated for so long 
a lapse of years, less by reason of its own strength 
than by the weakness arising from the division of 
the European states, it has been for centuries losing 
ground in consequence of insurrections, powerless in 
themselves, but crowned with success, thanks to the 
reluctant, yet efficient, aid of European diplomacy. 
The Turk was proclaimed to be a necessity in Europe, 
but it was no less fated that, one after the other, his 
European possessions should be wrested from him. 
Strong enough 'for conquest, yet not sufficiently 
mtelligent for government, the Turk must suffer the 
Greek, the Wallach, and the Slav to live either under 
another’s or under their own rule. When Bosnia 
and Herzegovina broke out two years ago, it was 
clear to all men that another Boumania or another 
Servia was teeming in the womb of fate. 

The jealousy of the great Powers forbade, Those 
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10 had enthroned a Prussian Prince at Bucharest, 
ose who had hidden the Osmanli to relinquish his 
)ld of Belgrade, had resolved that Turkish dissolu- 
on should go just so far and no farther. “ The 
urk,” they said, “ was a necessity in Europe. 
Ivory loss of the Crescent had been a gain to the 
lussian Eagle. It was time that the wings of the 
ird of prey should be clipped. All Europe should 
tand up for the integrity of the Ottoman Empire. 
Sooner than Bussia should break up Turkey, let 
here be a war between Kussia and Europe,” All 
Ee evil, it was allowed, arose from Turkish mis- 
government. The Sultan’s subjects had undoubted 
grievances ; but there were no wrongs that could 
not be redressed ; no disorders that admitted of no 
cure. Only it was added, “ not a little of the evil 
was factitious ; the outcry was in a great measure 
mere cant. The disturbances might, in the main, be 
traced to Russian intrigue.” 

It was upon this ground that Europe went to 
work. Five of the great European Powers mis- 
trusted Russia, yet they all joined Russia in an 
attempt to heal the wounds of Turkey’s revolted 
provinces. They compounded with what they de- 
scribed as Russian duplicity and treachery; unwilling 
to go to war with Russia, they combined with her to 
keep the peace. “After all,” they agreed with Rus- 
sia, “ the Christians in Turkey have rights to vindi- 
cate, and interests to safeguard. The Turk must 
reign over his provinces, but these must govern 
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themselves. An end must be put to bloodshed, but 
not without removmg the causes which led to it.” 

It was in this spirit and upon these principles that 
diplomacy proffered its mediation. The game was 
between Eussia, who knew her own mind and 
worked out her own ends, and five Powers, who 
accused Eussia of being at the bottom of the evil, 
yet followed her lead in all transactions intended to 
devise the remedy. 

The result could be easily anticipated. We out- 
lived the Consuls’ Congress at Mostar, the Andrassy 
Note, the Berlin Memorandum ; but blood con- 
tinued to flow, and presently the efforts intended to 
localise the struggle led to Servia’s and Montenegro’s 
participation in it, to the abortive rising in Bulgaria, 
and the “ atrocities ” by which it was put down_ 
All these events widened the breach between Eussia 
and the other mediating Powers, these latter con- 
tending that Servia’s and Montenegro’s levee des 
boucliers and Bulgaria’s premature movement were 
only the result of Eussia’s tenebrous work. It 
might be so altogether. I am myself inclined to 
believe that it was so in the main ; the fault of the 
•European diplomatists was not in suspecting or even 
boldly accusing Eussia ; it was on the contrary ii 
not openly denouncing and manfully opposing her. 

A propitious fate offered them in the Palace 
"^Elevolution of Constantinople of last year, an ex 
cellent opportunity for shaping their own course ii 
perfect independence, at least, if not in antagonisr 
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to Bussia. Sultan Abd-ul-Aziz was deposed and 
died ; General Ignatieff fell with the Government 
of which he was supposed to be the evil genius. 
In the absence of the wily Ambassador the five 
Powers had all the internal and external affairs of 
Turkey in their own hands. Their mission was to 
bring about a peace and at all events an armistice 
between the Porte and its vassals of Servia and 
Montenegro, and to propose a modm vivendi in 
which the Bosnians and Herzegovinians might 
acquiesce. 

They were at it for three months and achieved 
nothing. Europe seemed to acknowledge its im- 
potence to act without Bussia. Ignatieff came back, 
and with him the armistice, the negotiations for 
peace and the Conference. In all these matters 
Bussia’s perfidy was, in the opinion of her adver- 
saries, fully transparent. It was so, perhaps ; it was 
so, no doubt ; but what gave Bussia the power to 
lead Europe by the nose with such obvious deceits 
and hollow pretences? What but the helplessness 
arising from division among the five Powers them- 
selves, and the incapacity of some of them of know- 
ing their own wishes and making up their own» 
minds ? In the Conference Bussia took the lead, 
and of course she so conducted it as to determine 
its future. Whether honestly or otherwise, Bussia 
always thought and declared that no amount of per-*" 
suasion could bring the Turks to hear reason. She 
was for her own part bent on coercion. Whatever 
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may be tbouglit of the double dealing of her states- 
men or diplomatists, whatever may be the truth 
with respect to the ascendency exercised by the 
Cabinet of St. Petersburg over Servian and Mon- 
tenegrin Princes, with respect to the manoeuvres of 
Panslavist Committees, and the intrusion of Russian 
officers as volunteers in the Servian ranks, one point 
is beyond dispute, that the Emperor Alexander 
spoke out honestly and distinctly at Moscow. He 
would try with his European brethren how far 
negotiation could go towards settling the Eastern 
difficulty ; but arguments failing, he was determined 
to resort to force. 

After that declaration it was evident that, unless 
the five Powers were also disposed to adopt that 
extreme remedy, either the Conference should never 
have come together, or should instantly have broken 
up. But the Conference went its way ; Russia, we 
are told, probably with truth, in obedience fo insidi- 
ous purposes of her own, reducing her demands to 
the very lowest terms, while other Powers gave the 
Turks clearly to understand that even these lowest 
terms need not be accepted, as no coercion was meant 
And none need be feared. 

The Conference broke up, the Ambassadors went 
home defeated, yet keeping up to the last that harmony 
of views and unity of action which had been a sham 
*^om the beginning. Safvet Pasha, as we have seen, 
said to these diplomatists as they paid their farewell 
visit, “ But, gentlemen, why are you going 1” And he 
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aid, as Prince de Reuss, Count Zichy, and Count 
Jorti, and even M. de Bourgoing reappeared, “But, 
gentlemen, what brings you back T Tho six had 
leparted together in February; it was to be sup- 
Dosed that something like joint action on the part of 
,heir respective Governments would ensue. The 
jrovernments themselves seemed to feel it, as they 
istened to Russia’s proposal for a protocol, the up- 
jhot of which was of course to be the same as the 
'esult of the Conference. 

In the midst of all these petty diplomatic shifts 
ind devices, only one thing was settled beyond dis- 
pute. The Emperor Alexander was true to his word. 
Reason having failed, he appealed to the sword. The 
other Powers hastened to proclahn their neutrality, 
and to assure the Porte that “ although they could 
not take Turkey’s part in the conflict, no coercion on 
their part need be apprehended.” 

It was by such stages that the Herzegovinian in- 
surrection ripened into the Russo-Turkish war. Of 
the issue of this contest as yet little can be foreseen. 
The Russians carried everything before them in 
Asia at the outset ; they lost the ground there even 
more quickly than they had won it. They have now 
(July 25) crossed the Danube, and rapidly pressed 
through the Balkans ; but their retreat may 
perhaps on this side also be as rapid as their ad- 
vance. But let whichever of the parities have the 
upper hand, the war must end in peace, and terms 
will have to be agreed to, either by negotiation 
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betweea the parties, or by the mediation of the 
European Powers, What gains Russia may reap for 
herself, to what extent her ambition will have to be 
gratified, must depend on the fortune of war, for of 
course her protests about her unwillingness to claim 
anything for herself, her hints as to the surprise 
which her moderation has in store for Europe, are 
mere deceptions in keeping with the perfidy which 
has characterised her policy throughout. But, after 
all, other questions besides the rearrangement of the 
boundaries of the two empires will have to be dis- 
cussed and settled. The condition of the subjects of 
the Porte, the terms of vassalage of her Servian, 
Roumanian, and other dependencies will have to be 
determined ; and then, supposing even Russia to 
have been so unsuccessful, or even so thoroughly 
beaten as to have to submit to any terms Turkey 
may dictate, to what extent do we suppose the rest 
of Europe to be willing to allow' the Porte to have 
in everything her own way ? Roumania is already 
openly at war with Turkey, so is Montenegro, and 
Servia will find it difficult to avoid participation in 
the struggle. Supposing Turkey to get the better 
•of these minor foes as well as of her great enemy, 
are those principalities to be entirely at her discre- 
tion 1 Are" those principalities, which have for so 
many years been in all but in name independenl 
states, who have been recognised as such by the 
Powers, and whose increase and development has 
been in a great measure the work of guaranteeing 
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donia and Albania, or the cession of Thessaly, 
Epirus, and Crete to Greece ? This Eusso-Turkish 
wax*, to which the Herzegovinian insurrection led 
us, threatens therefore to carry us an immense step 
forward towards the dissolution of the Ottoman 
Empire in Europe, unless the European Powers 
abandon their policy of neutrality, unless they declare 
war to Eussia in behalf of Turkey, and unless, if 
they conquer, they have some plausible plan at hand 
for a satisfactory solution of the Eastern question — ■ 
a solution, come what may, which is no longer com- 
patible with the integrity of the Ottoman Empire, if 
by that integrity we are to understand any limitation 
of the independence of the Danubian Principalities, 
or the denial of self-government to Bosnia, Bul- 
garia, and other provinces. 

If it were not too idle to “ cry over spilt milk,” it 
would be natural to observe that the negotiations of 
two years and the wars of, Heaven knows how long 
a period, will land us precisely on the ground we 
occupied at the outset — i.e., on the necessity of 
wresting from the Porte some of its European pro- 
vinces, either by erecting them into semi-independent 
principalities, like Eoumania and Servia, or by 
establishing them on a footing of autonomy, as was 
done m the case of the Lebanon and Samos, and as 
it should have been done for Crete. Had such a 
measure been enforced on behalf of Bosnia and Her- 
zegovina, and in the joint name of the Powers, two 
years ago, we might have been spared the Bulgarian 
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Tection and its concomitant atrocities, the 
lities with Servia and Montenegro, and finally 
Eusso- Turkish war, and all the complications 
which it may be fraught. 

lit, it may be objected, by giving independence 
lie lands on the Danube we incur the risk of 
ing so many petty states, independent only in 
3 , and really subject to Russia. We give Pan- 
sm a development which must needs break up 
/ria as well as Turkey, and threaten Europe 
df with absorption. To hear certain reasoners, 
►uld seem that there is no other way of prevent- 
ilurope from becoming all Cossack” except by 
ng her “ all Bashi-Bazouk.” Lest Russia 
Id have anything, let Turkey keep all she has, 
'•en get back what she has been made to renounce. 

' the Muscovite should become master of Con- 
tinople,let theOsmanlis recommence their inroads 
i Hungary and Vienna, and their attacks on 
mto and Nice ! But, meanwhile, unless Turkey 
3S out as the stronger in the present conflict, the 
way to protect her integrity will be found in a 
iration of war to Russia by all or by some of the 
opean Powers. To prevent Russia from establish- 
her sway on the Danubian provinces, Turkey’s 
s will have to take those provinces in hand ; and 
n they have done that, when they have rid those 
inces of the presence of the Northern invader, 
t will they do with them ? How are they to 
ose of them 1 Give them back to the Porte 
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for that Government to do with them as it lists 
allow and sanction a re-estahlishment of the system 
against which they themselves have emphatically 
protested, and which they wished to reform by any 
means short of coercion ? But what if the Porte 
insists on her own system ? What if she turns a 
deaf ear to all means of persuasion 1 Will the 
Powers have recourse to those coercive measures 
which they refused to take in concert with Russia, 
which Russia did not take upon herself single-handed 
without incurring their animadversion and dis- 
pleasure. 

The more I think of it the more firmly convinced 
am I that the only way in which the Powers could 
and should have sought a solution to the Eastern 
question would have been either to act in cordial 
unity and perfect good faith with Russia, or in open 
antagonism to her. I am equally confident that the 
alternative continues tobe the same at the present day, 
and that it will have to be acted upon either in the 
course of the present war or at the end of it. What- 
ever the European Powers do not wish to fall into the 
hands of Russia they will have eventually to take into 
their own hands. England has ah eady declared tha,t^ 
“come what may, the Russians shall never have Con- 
stantinople and the Straits.” There is therefore every 
appearance that, the Turks being unable to hold their 
capital against the enemy, the English are preparing’' 
to take it under their protection ; Austria may have to 
occupy Bosnia ; Prance or Italy Albania, etc. In any 
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such events, on what ground or by what title are the 
Powers to establish themselves in Turldsh territory ? 
as friends and allies of the Porte, no doubt ; but 
must we add as supporters of its Government 
through thick and thin, and thus as partakers 
of all its abuses and enormities % Hardly, I should 
think. As mediators between the Porte and its 
subjects, with a settled purpose to improve the con- 
dition of the latter, and to secure them as much 
self-government as may do away with the undue 
ascendency of ‘the dominant over the subject races? 
This ought to be the only righteous and humane 
course. But hnw are all such conditions to be ob- 
tained from the Porte ? By gentle means of per- 
suasion 1 But how did the Porte receive advances 
of the same nature and to the same effect? How 
did it fulfil its engagements for the same purpose at 
the close of that Crimean war in which she only 
escaped imminent destruction at the hand of Russia 
by the exertions of the Western Powers ? There 
never was, never can be, any reliance on Turkey’s 
promises. The Powers know it ; they have always 
proclaimed it, always insisted on “ guarantees.” 
J5iill then coercion be employed ? But what a pity 
it is that the Powers always so obstinately set their 
hearts against that renaedy when it was proposed by 
Russia ; that they never would accept Russia’s offer 
4o act in concert with them for its application, and 
that they so soundly rated her for resorting to that 
remedy single-handed, against their advice and in 
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defiance of their displeasure ! By their words they 
blamed Bussia ; by their acts they may ultimately 
have to justify her. They may war with Russia to 
hinder her work, but they must eventually take that 
work upon themselves. Two years’ melancholy 
history has brought us to a war of which we cannot 
foresee the end, but which can only terminate by 
reviving that question of “guarantees,” that question 
of “ coercion,” which the Powers, in their most 
reasonable, but most unreasoning, jealousy of Russia, 
constantly refused to take into their calm and serious 
consideration. The Turk, it ought to be sufficiently 
clear, cannot govern his subjects, cannot govern 
himself. He must submit to foreign rule, either 
direct or indirect ; he must be guided by foreign 
influence. Heaven forbid that such ascendency should 
be exercised by Russia, or, at least, by Russia alone ! 
But, whether in combination with or in opposition to 
Russia, the Powers will find that they cannot escape 
that task of governing the Turk and the Turk’s 
subjects, which is visibly assigned to them by Provi- 
dence. 


TIIK END. 
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